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THOUGH  the  parliament  of  Great  Bri-  An.  1757- 

tain  unanimoufly  concurred  in  flreneth-  Mr-  ^u 

.        .         ,J       c  /-'  and  Mr. 

ening  the   hands  or  government,   for  a  Legge  are 

vigorous   profecution   of    the    war,    thole    liberal   placed  in 
fupplies    had    like    to    have    proved    ineffectual,  \\^ 
through  a  want  of  harmony  in  her  councils.     In   to  the 
the  courfe  of  the  lail  year  the  clamorous  voice  of  Sr.ea*  W 
diflatisfaction  had  been  raifed  by  a  feries  of  difap-   public, 
pointments  and  mifcarriages,   which  were  imputed 
to  want  of  intelligence,  fagacity,  and  vigour  in  the 
adminiftradon.     The  defeat  of  Braddock,  the  re- 
duction of  Ofwego  and  other  forts  in  America,  the 
delay  of  armaments,  the  neglect  of  opportunities, 
ineffefttial  cruifes,  abfurd  difpofitions  of  fleets  and 
fquadrons,   the  ciifgrace  in  the  Mediterranean,  and 
the  lofs  of  Minorca,  were  numbered  among  the 
A  2  misfor- 
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An.  1757.   misfortunes  that  flowed  from  the  crude  defigns  of 

a  weakdifpirited  m y ;  and  the  profpeft  of  their 

acquiefcing  in  a  continental  war  brought  them  fl 
farther  in  contempt  and  deteftation  with  the  body 
of  the  peop]e.  In  order  /o  conciliate  the  good- 
v/ill  of  thole  whom  their  condu.dt  bad  di'.bbliged, 
to  acquire  a'frefh  ftock  of  credit  with  their  fellow- 
fubjecls,  and  remove  from  their  own.  moulders 
fart  of  what  future  cenfure  might  enfue,  they  ad- 
mitted into  a  fhareof  the  adminiftration  a  certain 
fct  of  gentlemen,  remarkable  for  their  talents  and 
popularity,  headed  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Legge, 
the  two  moft  illuftrious  patripts  of  Great  Britain, 
alike  diftinguifhed  and  admired  for  their  uncon- 
querable fpirit  and  untainted  integrity.  The  former 
of  thefe  was  appointed  iecretary  of  ftate,  the  other 
chancellor  of  the  Exchequer;  and  their  friends  were 
veiled  with  other  honourable  though  fubdrdinate 
offices. 

So  far  the  people  were  charmed  with  the  pro- 
motion of  individuals,  upon  whofe  virtues  and 
abilities  they  had  the  moft  perfect  reliance :  but 
thefe  new  ingredients  would  never  thoroughly  mix 
with  the  old  leaven.  The  adminiftration  became 
an  emblem  of  the  image  tr»at  Nebuchadnezzar  law 
in  his  dream,  the  leg  was  of  iron,  and  the  foot  was 
of  clay.  The  old  junto  found  their  new  ailbdates 
very  unfit  for  their  purpofcs.  They  could  neither 
perfuade,  cajole,  nor  intimidate  them  into  meafures 
which  they  thought  repugnant  to  the  true  intereft 
of  their  country.  Th^y  combated  in  council  every 
fuch  pLn,  however  patronized  :  they  openly  op- 
pofed  in  parliament  every  defign  which  they  deem- 
ed unworthy  of  the  crown,  or  prejudicial  to  the 
3  people, 
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people,  even  though  diftinguifhed  by  the  prede-   An.  1757. 

Hftion  of  the  f n.     Far  from  bargaining  for 

thdr  places,  and  furrendering  their  principles  by 
capitulation,  they  maintained  in  office  their  inde- 
pendency and  candour  W;th  the  moft  vigilant  cir- 
cumfpe&ion,  and  feemcd  determined  to  fhew,  that 
he  is  the  beft  mimfter  ro  the  fovereign  who  acts 
with  the  greateft  probity  towards  the  fubjedh 
Thofe  who  immediately  furrounded  the  c-6 — n,  were 
fuppofed  to  have  concealed  the  true  characters  of 
thefc  faithful  fervants  from  the  knowledge  of  their 
-royal  matter;  to  have  repre  ented  them  as  obfti- 
nate,  imperious,  ignorant,  and  even  lukewarm  in 
their  loyalty;  and  declared,  that  with  fuch  col- 
leagues it  would  be  impofiible  to  move  the  machine 

of  g 1  according   to  his   m — y's  inclination. 

Thele  fuggeftions,    artfully  inculcated,   produced 

the  defired  effect.     On  the  ninth  day  of  April  Mr,   They  art 

Pitt,  by  his  majefty's  command,  refigried  the  feajs  com~ 

C    r  r    n  r  i         r         i  m 

of  lecretary  or  itate  for  the  iouthern  department,  to 
In  the  room  of  Mr.  Legge,  the  king  was  pleaied  to 
grant  the  office- of  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
the  right  honourable  lord  Mansfield,  chief  juflice 
of  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  the  fame  peribnage 
whom  we  have  characterized  in  the  beginning  of 
this  Continuation  under  the  name  of  Mr.  Murray, 
folicitor  general,  now  promoted  and  ennobled  for 
his  extraordinary  merit  and  important  fervices. 

The  fate  of  Mr.  Pitt  was  extended  to  fome  of 
his  principal  friends :  the  board  of  admiralty  was 
changed,  and  fome  other  removals  were  made  with 
the  lame  intention. 

What  was  intended  as  a  difgrace  to  Mr.  Pitt  and 

Mr,  Legge,  turned  out  one  of  die  molt  mining 

A  -cir- 
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An.  1757.  circurnftances  of  their  characters.  The  whole  na- 
tion feemed  to  rife  up,  as  one  man,  in  the  vindica- 
tion of  their  fame :  every  mouth  was  opened  in 
their  praife ;  and  a  great  number  of  refpcctable  ci- 
ties and  corporations  prefented  them  with  the  free- 
dom of  their  reipective  focieties,  inclofed  in  golden 
boxes  of  curious  workmanfhip,  as  teftimonies  of 
their  peculiar  veneration.  Nothing  could  be  more 
exprefiive  of  that  reverence  which  ever  waits  on 
fuperior  virtue,  than  the  manner  in  which  the  na- 
tion difplayed  its  refpect  and  affection  for  thofe  two 
fellow-citizens,  whole  names  will  always  be  dear  to 
Britain,  while  her  fons  are  warmed  with  the  flame 
of  honefty  and  freedom. 

What  the  people  highly  efteem,  they  in  a  man- 
Clamour     ner  idolize.  Not  contented  with  making  offerings  fo 
againftthe   flattering  and  grateful  to  confcious  virtue,  they  con- 
the^dmr   ce^vec^  tn^  moil  violent  prejudices  agaimt  thofe  gen- 
niftmion.   tlemen  who  fucceeded  in  the  adminiftration  ;  fully 
convinced,  that  the  fame  perfons  who  had  funk  the 
nation  in  the  prefent  diftrefsful  circurnftances,  who 
had  brought  on  her  diflionour,  and  reduced  her  to 
the  verge  of  deftrudtion,  were  by  no  means  the  fit 
inftruments  of  her  delivery  and  redemption.     The 
whole  kingdom  catched  fire  at  the  late  changes ; 
nor  could  the  power,  the  cunning,  and  the  artifice 
of  a  faction  long  fupport  it  againft  the  united  voice 
cf  Great  Britain,  which  foon  pierced  the  ears  of  the 
f — n.     It  was  not  poflible  to  perfuade  the  people, 
that  falutary  meafures  could  be  fuggeiled  or  pur- 
lued,  except  by  the  few,  whofe  zeal  for  the  honour 
of  their  country,  and  fteady  adherence  to  an  up- 
right difmterefted  conduct,  had  fecured  their  con- 
fidence  and  claimed   their  veneration.     A  great 

num- 
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number  of  addrefies,  dutifully  and  loy  ally  expre  fled,  An.  1757. 


folicited  the  king,  ever  ready  to  meet  half-way  the 
wifhes  of  his  faithful  people,  to  reftore  Mr.  Pitt 
and  Mr.   Legge   to  their    former  employments,   king. 
Upon  this  they  refted  the  fecurity  and  honour  of 
the  nation,  as  well  as  the  public  expectation  of  the 
fpeedy  and  fuccefsful  iflue  to  a  war,    hitherto  at- 
tended with  difgraces  and  misfortunes.  According- 
ly his  majefty  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  redeliver  the   Mr.  Pitt 
feals  to  Mr.  Pitt,  appointing  him  fecretary  of  ilate  *nd  Mr* 
for  the  fouthern  department,  on  the  twenty-ninth  refold 
day  of  June  •,  and  five  days  after  the  office  of  chan  -   to  their 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  reftored  to  Mr.  Legge  :   ^t?' 
promotions  that  afforded  univerfal  fatisfaction. 

It  would  not,  perhaps,  be  pofTible  to  exclude  from- 
a  fhare  in  the  adminiftration  all  who  were  not  per- 
fectly agreeable  to  the  people  :  however  unpopular 
the  late  miniilry  might  appear,  ftill  they  pofTcfled 
lufficient  influence  in  the  privy  council,  and  credit 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  to  thwart  every  meafure 
in  which  they  did  not  themfelves  partake.     This 
confideration,  and  very  recent  experience,  probably  A  coall- 
dictated  the  neceflity  of  a  coalition,  falutary  in  it-   tlon.°^ 
felf  and  prudent,  becaufe  it  was  the  only  means  of  ] 
afiwaging  the  rage  of  faction,  and  healing  thofe 
divifions,  more  pernicious  to  the  public  than  the 
moil  miftaken  and  blundering  couniels.     Sir  Ro-   A  variety 
bert  Henley  was  made  lord-keeper  of  the  great  of  civil 
feal,  and  fworn  of  his  majefly's  privy-council,  on 
the  thirtieth  day  of  June  -9  the  cuflody  of  the  pri- 
vy feal  was  committed  to  the  earl  Temple;  his 
grace  the  duke  of  Newcaftle,  Mr.  Legge,   Mr. 
Nugent,  the  lord  vifcount  Duncannon,  and  Mr. 
Grenville,  were  appointed  commifTioners  for  exe- 
A  4  cuting 
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An.  1757.  ciiting  the  office  of  treafurer  of  his  majefty's  Ex- 
chequer-, lord  Anfon,  the  admirals  Bofcawea  and 
Forbes,  Dr.  Hay,  Mr.  Weft,  Mr.  Hunter,  and 
Mr.  Elliot,  to  prefide  at  the  board  of  admiralty  -, 
Mr.  Fox  was  gratified  with  the  office  of  receiver 
and  paymafter-general  of  all  his  majefty's  guards, 
garriibns,  and  land-forces;  and  the  carl  of  Tho- 
mond  was  made  treafurer  of  the  king's  houfhold, 
and  fworn  of  his  majefty's  privy  council.  Other 
promotions  like  wife  took  place,  with  a  defign  to 
gratify  the  adherents  of  either  party  ;  and  fo  equal- 
ly was  the  royal  favour  diftributed,  that  the  utmoft 
harmony  has  ever  fince  fubfifted  :  ingredients  ieem- 
ingly  heterogeneous,  have  confolidated  into  one 
uniform  mafs,  fo  as  to  produce  effects  far  exceed- 
ing the  moft  fanguine  expectations  ;  and  this  pru- 
dent arrangement  has  proved  clifpleafing  only  to 
thofe  whom  violent  party  attachment  had  infpired 
with  a  narrow  and  exclufive  fpirit. 

The  accumulated  lofTes  and  difappointments  of 
the  preceding  year,  made  it  abfolutely  necefTary  to 
•retrieve  the  credit  of  the  Britifh  arms  and  councils 
by  fome  vigorous  and  fpirited  enterprize,   which 
Ihould  at  the  fame  time  produce  fome  change  in 
the  circumftances  of  his  Pruffian  majefty,   already 
deprefied  by  the  repulfe  at  Colin,  and  in  danger  of 
being  attacked  by  the  whole  power  of  France,  now 
ready  to  fall  upon  him,  like  a  torrent,  which  had 
fo  lately  fwept  before  it  the  army  of  obfervation, 
Adefcent    now  on  tne  brink  of  difgrace.     A  well  planned 
on  the       and  vigorous  deicent  on  the  coaft  of  France  would 
France       probably  give  a  decifive  blow  to  the  marine  of  that 
medita-      kingdom,   and  at  the  fame  time  effect  a  powerful 
in  favour  of  the  Pruffian  monarch,  and 

the 
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the  duke  of  C d,  driven  from,  all  his  pods  in  An  X757- 

the  electorate  of  Hanover,  by  drawing  a  part  of 
the  French  forces  to  the  defence  and  protection  of 
their  own  coafts.  Both  were  objects  of  great  con- 
cern, upon  which  the  f n  and  m y  were 

feduloufly  bent.     His  royal  highnefs  the  duke,   in 
a  particular  manner,  urged  the  neceffity  of  fome 
enterprize  of  this  nature,  as  the  only  expedient  to 
obviate  the  fhameful  convention  now  in  agitation. 
The  miniftry  forefaw,  that,  by  deftroying  the  ene- 
my's fhipping,  all  fuccours  would  be  cut  off  from. 
America,    whither   they   were   daily   tranfporting 
troops ;    the  Britifh    commerce  iecured,   without 
thole  convoys  fo  inconvenient  to  the  board  of  ad- 
miralty, and  to  the  merchants  -,  and  thofe  ideal 
fears  of  an  invafion,  that  had  in  fome  meafure  af- 
fected the  public  credit,   wholly  difpellcd.     From 
thefe  confiderarions  a  powerful  fleet  was  ordered  to 
be  got  in  readinefs  to  put  to  fea  on  the  fhorteft 
notice,  and  ten  regiments  of  foot  were  marched  to 
the  Ifle  of  Wight.     The  naval  armament,  confift-  The  com- 
ing of  eighteen  mips  of  the  line,  beiides  frigates,  ^ar'^  of 
fire-mips,  bomb-ketches,  and  tranfports,   was  put  given  to 
under  the  command  of  Sir  Edv/ard  Hawke,  an  of-   sir  &iw., 
ficer  whofe  faithful  fervices  recommended  him,   andof^hc 
above  all  others,  to  this  command.     Sir  John  Mor-  land- 
daunt  was  preferred  to  take  the  command  of  the  [?£tes  ^ 
land-forces  •,  and  both  (Iriclly  enjoined  to  aft  with  ncral  sir 
the  utmoft  unanimity  and  harmony. 

Europe  beheld  with  aftonifhment  thefe  mighty 
preparations.     The  deftinadon  of  the  armament  Secrecy  of 
was  wrapped  in  the  moft  profound  fecrecy  :  it  exr  ^hion**" 
ercifed  the    penetration  of  politicians,    and  filled 
France   with  very  ferious  alarms.     Various  were 

the 
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An.  1757.  the  impediments  which  obftruded  the  embarkation 
of  the  troops  for  feveral  weeks,  while  Mr.  P —  ex~ 
prefTed  the  greateft  uneafmefs  at  the  delay,  and  re- 
peatedly urged  the  commander  in  chief -to  expedite 
his  departure ;  but  a  fufficient  number  of  tranf- 
ports,  owing  to  fome  blunder  in  the  con  traders, 
had  not  yet  arrived.  The  troops  exprelTed  an 
eager  impatience  to  fignalize  themfelves  again!!  the 
enemies  of  the  liberties  of  Europe  ;  but  the  fuper- 
ilitious  drew  unfavourable  prefages  from  the  dila- 
torinefs  of  the  embarkation. 

The  fleet  At  laft  the  tranfports  arrived,  the  troops  were 
fails  Sept.  put  on  boarci  wjth  an  expedition,  and  the  fleet  got 
under  fail  on  the  eighth  day  of  September,  attended 
with  the  prayers  of  every  man  warmed  with  the 
love  of  his  country,  and  felicitous  for  her  honour. 
The  public,  big  with  expectation,  dubious  where 
the  ftroke  would  fall,  but  confident  of  its  fuccefs, 
were  impatient  for  tidings  from  the  fleet-,  but  it 
was  not  till  the  fourteenth  that  even  the  troops  on 
board  began  to  conjecture  that  a  delcent  was  me- 
ditated on  the  coaft  of  France  near  Rochefort,  or 
Rochelle. 

Orders  if-       ^n  tne  even^ng  °f  tne  fifteenth   orders  were 
fued  by      ifiued  that  confirmed  their  fufpicions,  and  fpread 
the  gene-    ^e  utmoft  joy  and  alacrity  among  the  men.     Re- 
gulations were  made  with  refpecl  to  the  manner  of 
landing-,  and  the  corps,  directed  to  attack,  had  in- 
junctions to  march  up  vigoroufly  to  the  enemy, 
referving  their  fire  till  they  came  very  near,   and 
then  running  in  upon  them  with  their  bayonets : 
orders  which  had  all  the  air  of  a  refolution  to  do 
bufmefs. 
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The  feventeenth  farther  orders,  refpe&ing  the 
debarkation,  were  iflued ;  but  on  the  nineteenth 
the  whole  fleet  was  furprifed  with  a  fignal  to  lay- 
to,  though  the  wind  was  fair,  the  night  clear,  and 
the  headland  diftant  about  twenty  leagues  •,  in 
which  fuuation  eight  hours,  a  fpace  of  time  invalu- 
able in  fuch  a  conjuncture,  were  loft,  before  the 
fignal  was  made  to  proceed  on  their  courfe. 

On  the  twentieth  the  fleet  made  the  ifleofOleron, 
and  then  Sir  Edward  Hawke  fent  an  order  to  vice- 
admiral  Knowles,  requiring  him,  if  the  wind  per- 
mitted the  fleet,  to  proceed  to  Baique  road,  to 
fland  in  as  near  to  the  Ifle  of  Aix  as  the  pilot  would 
carry  him,  with  fuch  fhips  of  his  divifion  as.  he 
thought  necelTary  for  the  fervice,  and  to  batter  the 
fort  till  the  garrifon  mould  either  abandon  or  fur- 
render  it.  But  the  immediate  execution  of  this 
order  was  fruftrated  by  a  French  man  of  war's 
{landing  in  to  the  very  middle  of  the  fleet,  and 
continuing  in  that  flation  for  fome  time  before  flie 
difcovered  her  miftake,  or  any  of  the  captains  had 
a  fignal  thrown  out  to  give  chace.  A — 1  K — les, 
when  too  late,  ordered  the  Magnanime,  captain 
Howe,  and  Torbay,  captain  Keppel,  on  that  fer- 
vice, and  thereby  retarded  the  attack  upon  which 
he  was  immediately  fent.  A  rlroke  of  policy  great- 
ly to  be  admired,  as  from  hence  he  gained  time  to 
allure  himfelf  of  the  ftrength  of  the  fortifications  of 
Aix,  before  he  run  his  majefty's  (hips  into  danger. 

While  the  above  fhips,  with  the  addition  of  the 
Royal  \VilHam,  were  attending  the  French  man 
( f  war  fafe  into  the  river  Garonne,  the  remainder 
of  the  fleet  was  beating  to  the  windward  off. the 
lilc  of  Oleron  •,  and  the  commander  in  chief  pub- 
4  liihing 
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n.  175.7-  lifting  orders  and  regulations  which  do  credit 'W 
his  judgment,  and  would  have  been  highly  uleful 
liad  there  ever  been  occafion  to  put  them  in  exe- 


ciuiorv 
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*  The  reader  may  be  pleaf- 
cd  \vith  the  pcrufal  of  the  or- 
•  ders  iflued  on  the  twenty-firft 
by  Leutenant-general  Sir  John 
Mordaunt,  fo  well  calculated 
10  preferye  good  discipline, 
and  infpire  the  officers  and 
fbldiers  with  that  fpirit  of  glo- 
ry, which  is  the  foul  of  all  mili- 
tary operations. 

**  Whereas  his  majefty  has, 
by  his  royal  hgn  manual,    au- 
thcriied   me   to  publish    fu'ch 
rules  and  trders  as  are  proper 
to  be  obferved  by  all  officers 
and  ioldJejs  under  my  com- 
mand; as  alfo  to  punifh  any 
offenders   or  tranfgrefibrs    by 
death,  or  othervvife  according 
to  die  nature,of  their  offence  : 
and  whereas  the  fuccefs  of  this 
important  defcent  on  the  coaft 
of  France,  may  greatly  depend 
on  the  good  order  and  difci- 
pline  to  be   obterved  by  the 
officers  ;;nd  foldiers :    I  judge 
it  quite  necefiary  for  thejuft 
execution  of  his  mrjcily's  or- 
ders, and  for  the    fafety  and 
honcurof  the  troops  under  my 
command,  to  ellablifli  the  fol- 
lowing ruies  and  ordinances  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  Declare 
that  no  offer-tier  againft  them 
fiiiill  meet   vith  any  pardon. 

No  folnier  fhali  pafs  by  day 
c-r   by   night  beyond  the  cen- 
-  ti ;  rr-p,  but  with  sn 

:    every   man  that  at- 


tempts it,  will  immediately  be 
foot. 

Whenever  the  army  marched, 
the  ftrifteft  order  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved 5  and  if  any  foldief 
leaves  his  place  without  per-  <*' 
miffion  from  his  officer,  upon 
any  occafion,  he  {hall  fuffer 
death. 

When  any  private  man  has 
leave  from  his  officer  to  quit! 
his  platoon,  ordivifion,  a  non- 
commiffiontd  officer  iliall  be 
left  to  bring  him  up. 

All  marauding  and  plunder- - 
ing,  without  the  permiffion  of 
the  commander  in  chief,  will 
be  puniihed  with  death:  and 
all  other  irreguiarities,  or  mif- 
behaviour  of  any  kind,  with 
extreme  feverity  ;  on  the  other 
hand,  the  general  will  make  it 
his  ftudy  and  endeavour  to  re* 
ward  the  deferving. 

Drunkennefs  will-be  puniih- 
ed .with  the  utmoft  rigour,  ef* 
pecially  in  thofe  who  are  found 
drunk  upoh  duty. 

Men  who  are  fent  for  wood, 
water,  provifions,  ftores,  &c. 
are  to  be  commanded  by  an 
officer,  or  non-commiiTioned 
officer,  in  proportion  to  their 
ftation  :  and  fuch  officers,  and 
non-commifiioned  officers,  are 
to  be  anfwerable  to  the  gene- 
ral for  their  conduct. 

Officers,    non-ccmmiffione4 

officers,   and  men  upon  duty, 

are 


G  E  O  R  G  E     II.  15 

On  the  twenty- third,  the  van  of  the  Beet,  led  An.  1757. 
by  captain  Huwe  in  the  Magnanirne,  ilood  towards  A"a^<- 

render  of 
Aix. 


aic  to  be  very  exa&  and  dili- 
gent;  and  none  are  to  abfent 
themlelves  frofh  their  guards 
or  detachments,  without  leave 
from  their  commanders,  on 
'finy  pretence  whatfoever. 

Soldiers  of  all  corps  are  to 
obey  the  officers  of  all  regi- 
""jnents,  without  diilinclion  ; 
and  each  is  to  do  his  bcPt  en- 
deavours to  forward  his  ma- 
jefty's  fervice,  upon  this  im- 
portant occafion. 

The  rolls  are  to  be  called 
over,  by  an  officer  of  a  com- 
-  pany,  fourvtimes  in  twenty- 
four  hours ;  two  of  which  mall 
IDC  beiween  tattoo  and  re- 
veille. 

Officers  commanding  upon 
any  advanced  poits,  or  out- 
guards,  mall  have  their  rolls 
*•  called  every  two  hours ;  and 
whatever  non-commitfioned  of- 
ficer or  foldier  mail  be  abfent 
at  the  calling  of  the  roll,  mall 
immediately  be  brought  to  a 
court-martial,  and  fufier  death, 
or  fuch  other  punifiiment  as 
the  court  fliall  think  fit  to  in- 
fra. 

Any  foldier  who  fires  away 
his  ammunition,  without  or- 
der,  will  be  accounted  a  dik 
pbeyer  of  military  command, 
and  puniflied  accordingly;  and 
any  man  who  flies  from  his  co- 
lours under  pretence  of  want- 
ing ammunition,  or  for  other 
taufes,  will  be  put  to  death. 

A  foldier  is  not  to  commit 
v  acls  of  barbarity,  or  cruel  in- 
humanity,   upon   the  inhabi- 


tants of  the  country^  under 
pain  of  the  fevi-rcll  panifh- 
ment.  Whatever  works  the 
troops  are  employed  upon, 
mult  be  executed  with  all  pof- 
fible  care  and  diligence.  Bo  k 
officers  and  men  muft  engage 
heartily  in  every  thing  that 
tends  to  the  public  good. 

The  general  does  not  doubt 
but  that  every  part  of  the  fei- 
vice  will  be  chearfully  and  re- 
folutely  carried  on  by  "-the 
troops,  that  from  their  beha- 
viour and  conduct  his  reajeily 
and  their  country  may  be  fa- 
tisfied  that  nothing  has  been 
wanting  on  their  part  to  pro- 
cure fuccefs. 

Officers,  who  diftinguHh 
thernfelves,  may  be  affured  of 
the  general's  particular  appro- 
bation and  regard;  and  he 
will  moll  certainly  recommerrd 
them,  in  the  Arongeft  manner, 
to  his  majelty  and  the  duke; 
and  that  he  may  have  the  fa- 
tisfaftion  of  doing  this  piece 
of  jullice  to  the  officers  under 
his  command,  he  expefls  that 
what  he  himfelf  does  not  ob- 
ferve  of  this  fort,  may  be  told 
him  by  the  commanding  ofS- 
cers  of  corps,  with  all  the  cir- 
cumitances  of  advantage  to  the 
officers. 

Whatever  detachment,  par- 
ty, or  battalion,  mall  behave 
with  uncommon  resolution, 
may  expert  all  the  credit  that 
arifes  from  fuch  behaviour ; 
and  that  a  juil  account  will  be 
given  of  their  performances." 
Such 
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An.  1757.  Aix,  a  fmall  ifland  fituated  in  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Charente,  leading  up  to  Rochefort,  the  forti- 
fications half  finifhed,  and  mounted  with  about 
thirty  cannon  and  mortars,  the  garrifon  compofed 
of  fix  hundred  men,  and  the  whole  ifland  -about 
five  miles  in  circumference.  As  the  Magnanime 
approached,  the  enemy  fired  brifkly  upon  her  ;  but 
captain  Howe,  regardlefs  of  their  faint  endeavours, 
kept  on  his  courfe,  till  having  gained  the  length 
of  the  fort,  he  dropt  his  anchors  clofe  to  the  walls, 
and  poured  out  fo  inceffant  a  fire  as  foon  filtnced 
them.  It  was,  however,  near  an  hour  before  the 
fort  ftruck,  when  fome  forces  were  landed  to  take 
poffetfion  of  fo  important  a  conqueft,  with  orders 
to  demolifh  the  fortifications,  the  care  of  which 
was  entrufled  to  vice-admiral  Knowles. 

A  defcent  Inconfiderable  as  this  fuccefs  might  appear,  it 
greatly  elated  the  troops,  and  was  deemed  an  hap- 
py omen  of  further  advantages ;  but  inftead  of 
•embarking  the  troops  that  night,  as  was  univer- 
fally  expecled,  feveral  fucceflive  days  were  fpent  in 
councils  of  war,  foundings  of  the  coaft,  and  deli- 
berations whether  the  k — s  exprefs  orders  were 
practicable,  or  to  be  complied  with.  Eight  days 
were  elapfed  fince  the  firft  appearance  of  tht  fleet 
on  the  coaft,  and  the  alarm  was  given  to  the  ene- 
my. Sir  Edward  Hawke,  indeed,  propofed  laying 
a  fixty  gun  fhip  againft  Fouras,  and  battering  that 
fort,  which  it  was  thought  would  help  to  fecure 
the  landing  of  the  troops,  and  facilitate  the  enter- 

vSuch  were  the  orders  iftued      monttrationsof  fatisfaclion,  tef- 
by     the    general,     which    we      tifying    how    chearfully     the 
r.viught  neceflary  to  infert,  as      troops  would  comply,  if  called 
ih-v  were  received   with  loud      upon. 
"    acclamations,  arid  unufual  de- 
prize 
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prize  on  Rochefort.  This,  a  French  pilot  on  board  n*  '757' 
(Thierry)  undertook;  but  after  a  (hip  had  been 
lightened  for  the  purpofe,  vice-admiral  Knowles  re- 
ported that  a  bomb- ketch  had  run  aground  at 
above  the  diftance  of  two  miles  from  the  fort; 
upon  which  the  project  of  battering  or  bombard- 
ing the  fort  was  abandoned.  The  admiral  likewife 
propofed  to  bombard  Rochelle ;  but  this  overture  was 
over-ruled  for  rc-atbns  which  we  need  not  mention. 
It  was  at  length  determined  in  a  council  of  war, 
held  on  the  eighth,  to  make  a  defcent,  and  attack 
the  forts  leading  to  and  upon  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Lharente.  An  order,  in  confequence  of  this 
refolution,  was  immediately  iflfued  for  the  troops 
to  be  ready  to  go  from  the  tranfports  to  the  boats 
precifely  at  twelve  o'clock  at  night.  A  number  of 
men  of  war's  boats,  under  the  command  of  a  lieu- 
tenant, were  appointed  to  attend  each  regiment, 
and  to  receive  the  grenadiers  picquet  companies, 
and  in  a  number  proportioned  to  their  bulk ;  but 
with  great  caution  not  to  overcrowd  the  boats. 
The  colonel  of  each  regiment  was  directed  to  land 
with  the  firft  detachment,  if  it  amounted  to  three 
companies.  The  troops  were  ordered  to  proceed 
filently  and  quietly  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  ap- 
pointed for  the  divificn,  and  then  to  receive  their 
commands  from  a  captain  of  a  Ihip  of  war,  which 
they  were  enjoined  icrupuloufly  to  obey.  It  was 
ftrongly  recommended  to  the  foldiers  to  imitate  the 
example  fo  lately  before  them,  the  cool  and  deter- 
mined valour  that  appeared  in  the  attack  of  the 
Ifle  of  Aix.  They  were  required  to  form  and  at- 
tack whatever  appeared  before  them  on  their  firft 
landing  ^  and  colonel,  now  general  Kingfley,  was 

diredecl 
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An.  1757.  directed  to  march  with  the  grenadiers  on  their 
landing-,  with  Heutenant-colonelSir  William  Boo th- 
by,  and  major  Farquhar. 

Thede-  However  judicious  and  agreeable  to  military 
fcent  laid  rules  thefe  orders  might  appear,  they  did  not  fail 
to  raifc  aftonifhment  in  the  troops.  The  traniports 
were  at  that  time  above  four  miles  from  fhore,  the 
enemy  alarmed  for  eight  days,  and  putting  them- 
felves  in  a  poiture  of  defence ;  feveral  battalions 
had  been  ieen  marching  along  the  coaft  from  Ro- 
che-lie.;  the  fhore,  it  was  probable,  was  now  lined 
with  batteries  •,  the  lea  was  rough  and  the  weather 
boifterous ;  the  nrft  body  of  men  landed,  which  could 
not  amount  to  eighteen  hundred,  muft  defend 
themfdves  for  the  fpace  of  fix  hours  before  a 
fecond  tiifembarkation  could  be  effe&ed,  and  that 
without  the  hopes  of  a  retreat,  as  the  boats  were 
ordered  immediately  to  row  back  to  the  traniports 
to  take  in  more  forces.  All  thefe,  with  a  variety 
of  other  difficulties,  were  too  obvious  to  efcape  the 
molt  unobferving  foldier  on  board.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  dangers,  but  too  apparent,  there  was  the 
titmoit  alacrity  among,  the  troops ;  and  every 
thing  was  purfued  with  fo  much  fpirit  and  expedi- 
tion, that  all  the  boats  were  filled  an  hour  fooner 
than  the  time  appointed.  Here  they  remained  beat- 
ing againft  each  other,  and  the  fides  of  the  mips, 
ior  the  fpace  of  four  hours,  while  the  council  were 
determining  whether,  after  all  the  trouble  given, 
they  mould  land  •,  when  at  If  ngth  an  order  was. 
publiihed  for  the  troops  to  return  to  their  refpec- 
tive  tranfports,  and  all  thoughts  of  a  defcent,  to 
appearance,  wholly  abandoned. 

The 
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The  fucceeding  days  wiere  employed  in  blowing  An.  1757. 
lip  and  demolifhing  the  fortifications  of  Aix  •,  after 
which,  in  confequence  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Edward 
Hawke,  the  land  officers  took  the  final  refolution 
of  returning  to  England  without  any  farther  at- 
tempts, fully  fatisfied.  they  had  done  all  in  their 
power  to  execute  the  defigns  of  the  m — y,  and 
chufing  rather  to  oppofe  the  frowns  of  an  angry  f-, 
the  murmur  ings  of  an  incerrfed  nation,  and  the  con- 
tempt of  mankind,  than  fight  a  handful  of  daftardly 
militia.  Such  was  the  iffue  of  an  expedition  that 
raifed  the  expectation  of  all  Europe,  threw  the 
coafts  of  France  into  the  utmoft  confufion,  and 
coft  the  people  of  England  little  kfs  than  a  million 
of  money ! 

The  fleet  was  no  fooner  returned  than  the  whole   The  fleet 
nation  was  in  a  ferment.  The  public  expedtation  had  re%t|irns  to 
been  wound  up  to  the  higheft  pitch,  and  now  the     ** 
diiappointment  was  proportioned  to  the  fanguine 
hopes  conceived  that  the  pride  of  France  would 
have  been  humbled  by  fo  formidable  an  arma- 
ment.    The  m— y,  and  with  them  the  national 
voice,  exclaimed  againft  the  comma'nding  officers, 
and  the  military  men  retorted  the  calumny,   by 
laying  the  blame  on  the  projectors  of  the  enter- 
prize,  who  had  put  the  nation  to  great  expences, 
before  they  obtained  the    necefiary  information. 
Certain  it  was,   that  blame  mud  fall  fomewhere, 
and  the  m — y  refolved  to  acquit  themfelves,  and 
fix  the  accufation,  by  rcquefting  his  majefty  to  ap- 
point a  board  of  officers  of  character  and  ability  to 
enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the   1'ate   mifcarriage. 
This  alone  it  was  that  could  appeafe  the  public  cla- 
mours, and  afford  general  fatisfaction. 
Numb,  ii,  B  The 
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An.  1757.  The  enemies  of  Mr.  P--t  endeavoured  to  wreft  the 
mifcarriage  of  the  expedition  to  his  prejudice;  but  the 

The  peo-  whiipcrs  of  fact  ion  were  foon  drowned  in  the  voice  of 
.the  whole  people  of  England,  who  never  could  per- 
fuade  themfelves  that  a  gentleman,  raifed  to  the 
height  of  power  aid  popularity  by  mere  dint  of  fu~ 
perior  merit,  integrity,  and  clifmtereftednefs,  would 
now  facrifice  his  reputation  by  a  mock  arma- 
ment ;  or  hazard  incurring  the  derifion  of  Europe, 
by  neglecting  to  obtain  all  the  necefiary  previous 
information,  or  doing  whatever  might  contribute 
to  the  fuccefs  of  the  expedition.  It  was  afked, 
whether  reafon  or  juftiee  dictated,  that  a  late  un- 
fortunate admiral  mould  be  capitally  punifhed  for 
not  trying  and  exerting  his  utmoft  ability  to  relieve 

,  Fort  St.  Philip's,  inveiled  by  a  powerful  army, 

and  iurrounded  with  a  numerous  fleet,  while  no 
charge  of  negligence  or  cowardice  was  brought 
againll  thofc  who  cecafioned  the  mifcarriage  of  a 
well- concerted  and  well-appointed  expedition  ?  The 
.people,  they  faid,  were  not  to  be  quieted  with  the 
resolutions  of  a  council  of  war,  compofed  of  men 
whcfe  inactivity  might  frame  excuies  for  declining. 
to  expafe  themklves  to  danger.  It  was  publicly 
mentioned  that  ftich  backv/ardneis  appeared  among, 
the  grmrral  officers  before  the  fleet  reached  the  ifle 
of  OLjrr,n,  as  occafioned  the  a— 1  to  declare  with- 
warmth,  that  he  would  comply  with  his  orders,  and 
go  into  Bafq'Je  road,  whatever  might  be  the  confe- 
quence.  It  was  a'fked  why  the  army  did  not  land 
on  the  night  of  the  twenty-third  or  twenty  fourth; 
and  whether  the  officers  lent  out  to  reconnoitre  had. 
returned  with  fuch  intelligence  as  feemed  to  render 
a  dcfc-rru  impracticable  ?  It  was  afked,  whether  the 

com- 
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Commander  in  chief  had  complied  with  his  majefty's  An,  1757 
'orders,  "To  attempt,  as  far  as  fhall  be  found  prac- 
ticable, a  defcent  on  the  coaft  of  France,  at  or  near 
Rochefort,  in  order  to  attack,  and,  by  a  vigorous 
imprefiion,  force  that  place ;  and  to  burn  and  de- 
ftroy,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power,  all  docks,  maga- 
zines, arfenals,  and  fhipping  as  mall  be  found 
there?"  Such  rumours  as  thefe,  every  where  pro- 
pagated, rendered  an  enquiry  no  Ids  neceflary  to 
the  reputation  of  the  officers  on  the  expedition^ 
than  to  the  minifterwho  had  projected  it. 

Accordingly  a  board,  confiftirig  of  three  officers  Hisnia- 
of  rank,  replication,  and  ability,  were  appointed  ^^a 
by  his  majefty,  purfuant  to  the  following  warrant, 
to  inquire  into  the  reafons  why  the  fleet  fhould 
have  returned  without  having  executed  his  rna- 
jefty's  orders.  "  Whereas  we  were  pleafed,  in 
Auguft  laft,  to  fend  a  number  of  troops  on  an  ex- 
pedition againft  France,  with  orders  and  iriftruo 
tions  to  attempt,  as  far  as  fhould  be  found  practi- 
cable, a  defcent  on  the  French  coaft,  at  or  near 
Rochefort  i  in  order  to  attack,  if  practicable,  and, 
by  a  vigorous  imprefTion,  force  that  place ;  and  to 
burn  and  deftroy,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power, 
all  docks,  magazines,  arfenals,  and  (hipping,  that 
ihould  be  found  there ;  and  to  exert  iuch  other 
efforts  as  fhould  be  judged  moil  proper  for  annoy- 
ing the  enemy,  as  by  our  feveral  inftruclions  to 
the  commander  of  the  faid  forces  does  more  fully 
appear  :  and  whereas  the  troops  fent  for  thefe  pur- 
pofes  are  returned  to  Great  Britain,  no  attempt 
having  been  made  to  land  on  the  coaft  of  France  j 
concerning  the  caufes  of  which  ina&ion,  vve  think  it 
hecefiary  that  enquiry  fhould  be  made  by  the  gene- 

B  2  ral 
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An,  1757.  ral  officers  herein  after  named,  in  order  that  they 
may  report  thofe  caufes  to  us,  for  our  better  infor- 
mation :  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we  do  hereby 
nominate  and  appoint  our  right  trufty  and  entirely 
beloved  coufm  and  counfellor  Charles  duke  of 
Maryborough,  lieutenant-general ;  our  trufty  and 
well-beloved  George  Sackville,  commonly  called 
lord  George  Sackville,  and  John  Waldegrave,  ma- 
jor-generals of  our  forces,  to  examine  and  inquire 
touching  the  matters  aforefaid.  And  you  are  to 
give  notice  to  the  faid  general-officers  when  and 
where  they  are  to  meet,  for  the  faid  examination  : 
and  the  faid  general-officers  are  hereby  directed  to 
caufe  you  to  fummon  fuch  perfons  (whether  the 
generals  or  other  officers  employed  in  the  expedi- 
tion, or  others)  as  are  neceffary  to  give  informa- 
tion touching  the  faid  matters,  or  as  fhall  be  defired 
by  thofe  who  were  employed  in  the  expedition. 
And  the,  faid  general- officers  are  hereby  farther 
directed  to  hear  fuch  perfons  as  fhall  offer  to  give 
them  information  touching  the  fame  \  and  they  are 
authorized,  impowered,  and  required,  ftrictly  to 
examine  into  the  matters  beforementioned,  and  to 
report  a  ftate  thereof  as  it  fhall  appear  to  them, 
together  with  their  opinion  thereon.  All  which 
you  are  to  tranfmit  to  our  fecretary  of  war,  to  be 
by  him  laid  before  us  for  our  confideration." 

This  warrant,  dated  on  the  firfl  day  of  Novem- 
ber, was  directed  to  Thomas  Morgan,  Efq;  his  ma- 
.  jetty's  judge-advocate;  and,  in  confequence  of  it, 
the  three  general-officers   met  on  the  twenty-firft 
of  the  fame  month.     To  judge  of  the  practicability 
.  of  executing  his  majefly's  orders,  it  was  nectfiary  to- 
inquire  into  the  nature  of  the  intelligence  upon 

which 
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which  the  expedition  was  projected.     The  firft  and  An.  1757. 
mod  important  was  a  letter  fent  to  Sir  John,  now  Proceed- 
iord  Ligonier,  by  lieutenant- colonel  Clark.     This   !"&s  of 

Jr  .  .         the  court 

letter  had  been  frequently  examined  in  the  privy  Of  in^ui. 
council,  and  contained  in  fubftance,  That  colonel  ry- 
Clark,  in  returning  from  Gibraltar  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty- four,  had  tra- 
velled along  the  weftern  coaft  of  France,  to  obferve 
the  condition  of  the  fortifications,  and  judge  how 
far  a  defcent  would  be  practicable,  in  cafe  of  a  rup- 
ture between  Great  Britain  and  France.  On  his 
coming  to  Rochefort,  where  he  was  attended  by 
an  engineer,  he  was  furprifed  to  find  the  greatefl 
part  of  a  good  rampart,  with  a  revetment,  flanked 
only  with  redans  •,  no  outworks,  no  covert-way, 
and  in  many  places  no  ditch,  fo  that  the  bottom 
of  the  wall  was  feen  at  a  diftance.  He  remem- 
bered, that  in  other  places,  where  the  earth  had 
been  taken  out  to  form  the  rampart,  there  was  left 
round  them  a  confiderable  height  of  ground, 
whence  an  enemy  might  draw  great  advantage : 
that  for  above  the  length  of  a  front,  or  two  or  three 
hundred  yards,  there  was  no  rampart,  or  even  en- 
trenchment, but  only  fmali  ditches,  in  the  low  and 
marlhy  grounds  next  the  river,  which  however 
were  dry  at  low  water-,  yet  the  bottom  remained 
muddy  and  (limy.  Towards  the  river  no  rampart, 
no  batteries,  no  parapet,  on  either  fide, 'appeared  ; 
and  on  the  land-fide  he  obferved  fome  high 
ground,  within  the  diftance  of  one  hundred  and 
iifty  or  two  hundred  yards  of  the  town  •,  in  which 
condition,  the  colonel  was  told  by  the  engineer, 
the  place  had  remained  for  above  feventy  years. 
fo  prevent  giving  umbrage,  he  drew  no  plan  of 
B  3  the 
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An.  1757.  the  place,  and  even  burnt  the  few  fketches  he  hacl 
by  him :  however,  as  to  utility,  the  colonel  de- 
clared himfelf  as  much  fatisfied  as  if  he-  had  got  a, 
plan.  He  could  not  afcertain  the  direct  height  of 
the  rampart-,  but  thought  it  could  not  .exceed 
twenty  five  feet,  including  the  parapet.  The  river 
might  be  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  broad,  and 
the  entrance  defended  by  two  or  three  fmall  re- 
doubts. As  to  forces*  none  are  ever  garrifoned 
at  Rochefort,  except  marines,  which,  at  the  time 
the  colonel  was  on  thefpot,  amounted  to  about  one; 
thoufand. 

This  was  the  firft  intelligence  the  miniftry  re- 
ceived of  the  date  of  Rochefort,  which  afforded 
fufficient  room  to  believe,  that  an  attack  by  fur- 
prize  might  be  attended  with  happy  confequences. 
It  was  true,  that  colonel  Clark  made  his  obferva- 
tions  in  time  of  peace  ;  but  it  was  like  wife  pro- 
bable,'that  no  great  alterations  were  made,  on  ac- 
count of  the  war,  as  the  place  had  remained  in  the 
fame  condition  during  the  two  or  three  laft  wars 
with  France,  when  they  had  the  fame  reafons  as 
now  to  expect  their  coafls  would  be  infulted. 

The  next  information  was  obtained  from  Jofeph 
Thierry,  a  French  pilot,  of  the  proteftant  religion, 
who  paHed  feveral  examinations  before  the  privy 
council.  This  perfon  declared,  that  he  had  fol- 
lowed the  bufmefs  of  a  pilot  on  the  coafts  of  France 
for  the^fpace  of  twenty  years,  and  ferved  as  firft 
pilot  in  feveral  of  the  king's  mips  :  that  he  had,  in 
particular,  piloted  the  Magnanime,  before  me  was 
taken  by  the  Engliili,  for  about  twenty-two 
months,  and  had  often  conducted  her  into  the  road 
Of  the  ifo;  of  Aix ;  and  that  he -was  perfectly  ac- 
quainted 
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quaintcd  with  the  entrance,  which,  indeed,  is  fo  An-  1757* 
eafy  as  to  render  a  pilot  almoft  unneceflary.  The 
road,  he  faid,  afforded  good  anchorage  in  twelve 
or  fourteen  fathom  water,  as  far  as  Bayonne  :  the 
channel  between  the  iflands  of  Oleron  and  Rhe 
was  three  leagues  broad,  and  the  banks  necefiary 
to  be  avoided  near  the  land,  except  one  called  the 
Bo'ard,  which  is  eafily  diicerned  by  the  breakers. 
He  affirmed,  that  the  largeft  veflels  might  draw 
up  clofe  to  the  fort  of  Aix,  which  he  would  under- 
take the  Magnanime  alone  could  deftroy  :  that  the 
largeft  fhips  might  come  up  to  the  Virgerot,  two 
miles  diftant  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  with  all 
their  cannon  and  (tores  :  that  men  might  be  landed 
to  the  north  of  fort  Fouras,  out  of  fight  of  the 
fort,  upon  a  meadow,  where  the  ground  is  firm 
and  level,  under  cover  of  the  cannon  of  the  fleer. 
This  landing-place  he  reckoned  at  about  five  miles 
from  Rochefort,  the  way  dry,  and  no  way  inter- 
cepted by  ditches  and  morafTes.  Great  part  of  the 
city  was  encompafled  by  a  wall ;  but  towards  the 
river,  on  both  iides,  for  about  fixty  paces,  it  was 
incloied  only  with  pallifades,  without  a  fbfTe. 

To  the  intelligence  of  colonel  Clark  and  Thier- 
ry, the  miniftry  added  a  fec'rct  account  obtained 
of  the  ftrength  and  diilribution  of  the  French 
forces  •,  whence  it  appeared  highly  probable,  that 
not  more  than  ten  thoufand  men  could  be  allowed 
for  the  defence  of  the  whole  coaft,  from  St.  Valery 
to  Bourdeaux. 

In  conlcqudnce  of  the  above   information  the 

fecret  expedition  was  planned  •,  inftructions  given 

to  Sir  John  Mordaunt  and  admiral  Kawke  to  make 

a  vigorous  impreJTion  on  the  French  coaft,  and  all 
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«- i;S7-  the  other  meafures  projefted,  which  it  was  ima- 
gined would  make  an  effe&ual  diverfion,  by  oblig- 
ing the  enemy  to  employ  a  great  part  of  their 
forces  at  home,  diflurb  and  make  the  credit  of 
their  public  loans,  impair  the  ftrength  and  re- 
fources  of  their  navy,  difconcert  their  exteniive  and 
dangerous  operations  of  war,  and,  finally,  give  life, 
ftrength,  and  luftre  to  the  common  caufe  and  his 
majefty's  arms. 

The  board  of  inquiry  took  next  into  confidera- 
tion  the  leveral  letters  and  explanatory  inftructions 
fent  to.  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  in  confequence  of  fome 
difficulties  which  might  poflibly  occur,  ftated  by 
that  general  in  letters  to  the  minifter,  previous  to 
his  failing.  Then  they  examined  the  report  made 
to  Sir  Edward  Hawke  by  admiral  Broderick,  and 
the  captains  of  men  of  war  fent  to  found  the 
French  more  from  Rochelie  to  fort  Fouras,  dated 
September  the  twenty-ninth;  the  refult  of  the 
councils  of  war  on  the  twenty-fifth  and  twenty- 
eighth  ;  Sir  Edward  Hawke's  letter  to  Sir  John 
Mordaunt  on  the  twenty-feventh,  and  the  general's 
anfwer  on  the  twenty -ninth:  after  which  Sir  John 
Mordaunt  was  called  upon  to  give  his  reaions  for 
not  putting  his  majefty's  inftruftions  and  orders  in 
execution.  This  he  did  in  fubftance  as  follows: 
The  attempt  on  Rochefort,  he  underftood,  was  to 
have  been  on  the  footing  of  a  coup  de  main,  or 
furprize,  which  it  would  be  impoffible  to  execute, 
if  the  defign  was  difcovered,  or  the  alarm  taken! 
He  alfo  underftood  that  an  attempt  could  not  be 
made,  nay,  that  his  majefty  did  not  require  it 
fhould,  unlefs  a  proper  place  for  debarking,  and  a 
fafe  retreat  for  the  troops,  was  difcovered  -,  parti- 

cularly 
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,cularly  where  the  (hips  could  protect  them,  and  a  AP«  '757* 
fafe  communication  with  the  fleet,  and  conveyance 
of  fupplies  from  it,  was  found.     His  fentiments, 
he  faid,  were  confirmed  by  a  paper,  to  this  purpofe, 
delivered  to  him  by  Sir  John  Ligonier,  on  his  firft 
being  appointed  to  command  the  expedition.     It 
was  likewife  probable,  he  thought,  that  although 
Rochefort  fhould  have  remained  in  the  fituation  in 
which  colonel  Clark  and  the  pilot  Thierry  had  feen 
it  three  years  before,  yet  that  a  few  days  prepara- 
tion could  make  it  fufficiently  defenfible  againft  a 
coup  de  main.     Judging,   therefore,   the  depen- 
dance  on  fuch  an  operation  alone  improper,  he  apr 
plied  to  the  miniftry  for  two  more  old  battalions, 
and  artillery  for  a  regular  attack  to  force  the  place ; 
which,  from  its  conftruclion,  appeared  as  difficult 
to  be  made  defenfible  againft  the  latter,  as  eafily 
fecured  againft  the  former.     But  this  requeft  being 
refufed,  he  ftill  thought  it  his  duty  to  obey  his  or- 
ders on  the  footing  the  expedition  was  planned, 
efpecially  as   he  underftood  his  inftruclions  were 
dilcretionary,  regarding  the  circumftances  of  the 
time,  the  condition  of  the  place,    and  the  nature 
of  the  fervice.     He  recited  the  pofitive  and  cre- 
dible intelligence  received,  as  well  before  the  em- 
barkation as  during  the  voyage,  of  the  alarm  given 
to  France,  and  the  preparations  made  along  the 
French  coafts  from  Breft  and  St.  Malo's  to  Roche- 
fort.     The  accidents  that  kept  the  fleet  hovering 
along  the  coafts,    and  prevented  the  pofTibility  of 
an  attempt  by  furprize  :  the  reports  of  all  the  gen- 
tlemen employed  in  founding  the  coafts,   fo  con- 
trary to  the  intelligence  given  by  Thierry  the  pilot : 
the  opinion  of  the  council  of  war,  by  which  he  wa,s 

enjoined 
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An.  1757.   enjoined  to  aft,  and  with  v/hich  his  own  judgment 
concurred  :  the  endeavours  ufed,  after  the  twenty  - 
fixth,  to  find  out  fome  expedient  for  annoying  the 
enemy,  and  executing  his  majeily's  inftruclions : 
the  attempt  made  to  land,  in  confequence.  of  the 
refolution  of  the  fecond  council  of  war,  which  was 
prevented  by  boiiterous  and  flormy  weather :  and, 
laftly,  the  reafons  that  determined  him,  in  concert 
with  the  other  land-officers,  to  return  to  England. 
Having  confidered  all  thefe  circumflances,  and 
examined  feveral  officers  who  ferved  in  the  expedi- 
tion,  the  court  of  inquiry  gave  in  the  following 
report  to  his  majeily  ;  a  report,  at  that  time,  deem- 
ed equivocal,  artful,  and  unfatisfaftory. 
Kefultof        «  jt  appears  to  us,  that  one  caufe  of  the  expe- 
of  inqui-    dition  having  failed,  is  the  not  attacking  fort  Fou- 
iy,  ras  by  fea,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  coujd  have 

been  attacked  by  land,  agreeable  to  the  firft  defign, 
which  certainly  mud  have  been  of  the  greateft  uti- 
lity towards  carrying  your  majefty's  inftructions 
into  execution.  It  was  at  firft  refolved  by  admiral 
Hawke  (Thierry,  the  pilot,  having  undertaken  the 
fafe  conduct  of  a  ihip  to  fort  Fouras  for  that  pur- 
pofe),  but  afterwards  laid  afide,  upon  the  repre- 
Jentation  of  vice-admiral  Knowles,  that  the  Bar.- 
fleur,  the  fhip  defigned  for  that  fervice,  was  on 
ground,  at  the  diftance  of  between  four  and  five 
miles  from  the  fhore :  but  as  neither  Sir  Edward 
Hawke  or  the  pilot  could  attend  to  give  any  in- 
formation upon  that  head,  we  cannot  prefume  to 
offer  any  certain  opinion  thereupon. 

"  We  conceive  another  caufe  of  the  failure  of  the 
expedition  to  have  been,  that  inftead  of  attempt- 
ing to  land,  when  the  report  was  received,  on  the 

"twenty- 
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twenty -fourth  of  September,  from  rear-admiral  An,  1757, 
Broderick,  and  the  captains  who  had  been  fent  out 
to  found  and  reconnoitre,  a  council  of  war  was 
fummoned  and  held  on  the  twenty-fifth  •,  in  which 
it  was  unanimoufly  refolved  not  to  land,  as  the  at- 
tempt on  Rochefort  was  neither  advifeable  nor 
practicable:  but  it  does  not  appear  to  us,  that 
there  were  then,  or  at  any  time  afterwards,  either 
a  body  of  troops  or  batteries  on  more  fufficient  to 
have  prevented  the  attempting  a  defcent,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  the  inflructions  figned  by  your  majefty : 
neither  does  it  appear  to  us,  that  there  were  any  . ' 
reafons  fufficient  to  induce  the  council  of  war  to 
believe  that  Rochefort  was  fo  far  changed,  in  re-' 
fpeft  of  its  flrength,  or  pofture  of  defence,  fmce 
the  expedition  was  firfl  refolved  OR  in  England,  as 
to  prevent  all  attempts  of  an  attack  upon  the 
place,  in  order  to  burn  and  deftroy  the  docks,  ma- 
gazines, arfenals,  and  (hipping,  in  obedience  to 
your  majefty's  commands. 

"  And  we  think  ourfelves  obliged  to  remark, 
•in  the  council  of  war  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  Sep- 
tember, that  no  reafon  could  have  exifted  fufficient 
to  prevent  the  attempt  of  landing  the  troops,  as 
the  council  then  unanimoufly  refolved  to  land  with 
all  poffible  dilpatch. 

"  We  beg  leave  alfo  to  remark,  that  after  its 
being  unanimoufly  refolved  to  land,  in  the  council 
of  war  of  the  twenty  eighth  of  September,  the  re- 
foliation  was  taken  of  returning  to  England,  with- 
out any  regular  or  general  meeting  of  the  faid 
council :  but,  as  the  whole  operation  was  of  fo  in- 
confiderable  a  nature,  we  do  not  offer  this  to  your 
(najefly  as  a  caufe  of  the  failure  of  the  expedition  j 

fmce 
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An.  1757-  fmce  we  cannot  but  look  upon  the  expedition  to 
have  failed  from  the  time  the  great  object  of  it 
was  laid  afide,  in  the  council  of  war  of  the  twenty- 
fifth." 

Reflefli-  However  vague,  and  even  inconfiftent,-  this  re- 
report"/11'  Port>  figned  by  the  general-officers  Marlborough, 
Sackville,  and  Waldegrave,  might  appear  to  many 
perfons,  it  probably  laid  the  foundation  for  the 
court-martial  which  fat  ibon  after  upon  the  conduct 
of  the  commander  in  chief  on  the  expedition. 

The  enemies  of  the  m r  made  a  handle  of  it,  to 

leflen  him  in  the  efteem  of  the  public,  by  laying 
the  whole  blame  on  his  forming  a  project  fo  ex- 
penfive  to  the  nation,  on  intelligence  not  only 
(light  at  the  firft  view,  but  falfe  upon- -farther  exa- 
mination. But  the  people  were  flill  his  advocates: 
they  difcerned  fomt thing  myfterious  in  the  whole 
conduct  of  the  commander  in  chief.  They  plain- 
ly perceived  that  caution  took  place  of  vigour,  and 
that  the  hours  for  action  were  fpent  in  delibera- 
tions and  councils  of  war.  Had  he  debarked  the 
troops,  and  made  fuch  an  attack  as  would  have 
diftinguifhed  his  courage,  the  voice  of  the  people 
would  have  acquitted  him,  however  unfuccefsful, 
though  prudence  perhaps  might  have  condemned 
him.  Even  Braddock's  ramncfs  they  deemed  pre- 

fer/ole  to  M 's  inactivity:   the  lofs  of  fo  many 

brave  lives  was  thought  lels  injurious  and  difgrace- 
ful  to  the  nation,  than  the  too  fafe  return  of  the 
prefent  armament.  The  one  demonilrated  that 
the  Britim  fpirit  ftill  exifted  ;  the  other  feemed  to 
indicate  the  too  powerful  influence  of  wealth,  luxu- 
ry, and  thofe  manners  which  tend  to  debauch  and 
emafculate  the  mind.  A  public  trial  of  the  com- 
mander 
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mander  in  chief  was  expedted  by  the  people,  and  it  ^n*  J757* 
was  gracioufly  granted  by  his  majefty.     It  is  even 
thought  that  Sir  John  Mordaunt  himfelf  demanded 
to  have  his  conduct  fcrutinized,   by  which  method 
alone  he  was  fenfible  his  character  could  be  re- 
eftablifhed.     His  majefty's  warrant  for  holding  a  A  court- 
court-martial  was  accordingly  figned  on  the  third  ™ar^lte^ 
day  of  December.     The  court  was  compofed  of  to  try  Sir 
nine  lieutenant-generals,  nine  major-generals,  and  JohnMor- 
three  colonels,  who  fat  on  the  fourteenth,  and  con- 
tinued by  feveral  adjournments  to  the  twentieth. 

Lieutenant-general  Sir  John  Mordaunt  came 
prifoner  before  the  court,  and  the  following  charge 
was  exhibited  againft  him  ;  namely,  That  he  being 
appointed  by  the  king  commander  in  chief  of  his 
majefly's  forces  fent  on  an  expedition  to  the  coaft 
of  France,  and  having  received  orders  and  in- 
flru&ions  relative  thereto  from  his  majefty,  under 
his  royal  iign- manual,  and  alfo  by  one  of  his  prin- 
cipal fecretaries  of  ftate,  hath  difobeyed  his  majef- 
ty's  faid  orders  and  inftru&ions.  The  proceedings 
of  this  court  were  nearly  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  court 
of  inquiry.  The  fame  evidences  were  examined, 
with  the  addition  of  Sir  Edward  Hawke's  depofition; 
and  a  defence,  differing  in  no  efTential  point  from 
the  former,  made  by  the  prifoner :  but  the  judg- 
ment given  was  clear  and  explicit.  Sir  John  Mor- 
daunt was  unanimoufly  found  Not  guilty,  and 
therefore  acquitted,  while  the  public  opinion  re- 
mained unaltered ;  and  many  perfons  inveighed  as 
bitterly  againft  the  lenity  of  the  prefent  court- 
martial,  as  they  had  formerly  againft  the  feverity 
of  the  fentence  pafTed  upon  a  late  unfortunate  ad- 
miral. The  evidence  of  one  gentleman,  in  parti- 

cular, 
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An.  1757.  cular,  drew  attention  :  he  was  accufed  of  tergiver- 
fation,  and  of  fhewing  that  partial  indulgence 
which  his  own  condu6l  required.  He.  publicly  de- 
fended his  character  :  his  performance  was  cen- 
furedj  and  himfelf  difmiffed  the  fervice  by  his 
f  -  n. 

Befides  the  diverfion  intended  by  a  defcent  ori 
the  coaft  of  France,  feveral  other  methods  were 
employed  to  amufe  the  enemy,  as  well  as  to  pro- 
tect the  trade  of  the  kingdom,  fecure  our  colonies 
In  the  Weft  Indies,  and  infure  the  continuance  of 
the  extraordinary  fuccefs  which  had  lately  bleffed 
his  majefty's  arms  in  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  but  chefe  we 
could  not  mention  before,  without  breaking  the 
thread  of  our  narration. 

Squadron        On  the  ninth  of  February  admiral  Weft  failed 
warfcnt°f  w^  a  fyuadron  of  m&n  of  war  to  the  weftward  ; 


totbeEad  as  did  admiral  Coates  with  the  fleet  under  his  con- 
and  Weft  V0y  to  tjie  ^eft  Indies  ;  and  commodore  Stevens 
with  the  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  in  the  month 
of  March.  Admiral  Holbourn  and  commodore 
Holms,  with  eleven  mips  of  .the  line,  a  firefhip, 
bomb-  ketch,  and  fifty  tranfports,  failed  from  St. 
Helen's  for  America  in  April.  The  admiral  had 
on  board  fix  thoufand  two  hundred  effective  men, 
exclufive  of  officers,  under  the  command  of  gene- 
ral Hopfon,  affifted  by  lord  Charles  Hay.  In  May 
admiral  Ofborne,  forced  back  to  Plymouth  with 
his  fquadron.by  ftrefs  of  weather,  fet  fail  for  the 
Mediterranean  ;  as  did  two  fhips  of  war  fent  to- 
convoy  the  American  trade. 

In  the  mean  time  the  privateers  fitted  out  by 

private  merchants,    and  focieties,   greatly  annoyed 

the  French  commerce.     The  Antigallican,  a  pri- 
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Vate  fhip  of  war,  equipped  by  a  fociety  of  gentle-  A*1-  »757» 
men  who  afiumed  that  name,  took  the  Duke  de  Succefs  of 
Penthievre  Indiaman  off  the  port  of  Corunna,  and  j^  '"£"_ 
carried  her  into  Cadiz,  The  prize  was  eftimated  teers. 
worth  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  •,  and  imme- 
diate application  was  made  by  France  to  the  court 
of  Spain  for  reititution,  while  the  proprietors  of 
the  Antigallican  were  fquandering  in  mirth,  fefti- 
vity,  and  riot,  the  imaginary  wealth,  To  eafily  and 
unexpectedly  acquired.  Such  were  the  fefnon- 
Ihances  made  to  his  Catholic  majefty,  with  refpect 
to  the  illegality  of  the  prize,  which  the  French 
Eaft  India  company  afferted  was  taken  within  fhot 
of  a  neutral  port,  that  the  Penthievre  was  firil  vio7 
lently  wrefted  out  of  the  hands  of  the  captors,  theri 
detained  as  a  depofit,  with  fealed  hatches,  and  a 
Spanifa  guard  on  board,  till  the  claims  of  both 
parties  could  be  examined  ;  and  at  laft  adjudged 
to  be  an  illegal  capture,  and  confequently  reftored 
to  the  French,  to  the  great  difappointment  of  the 
owners  of  the  privateer.  Befides  the  fuccets  which 
attended  a  great  number  of  other  privateers,  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty  publifhed  a  Till  of  above 
thirty  fhips  of  war  and  privateers  taken  from  the 
enemy,  in  the  fpace  of  four  months,  by  the  Englifh 
(loops  and  men  of  war ;  exclufive  of  the  Duke  de 
Aquitaine  Indiaman,  now  fitted  out  as  a  ihip  of 
war,  taken  by  the  Eagle  and  Medway ;  the  Pondi- 
cherry  Indiaman,  valued  at  one  hundred  and  fixty 
thoufand  pounds,  taken  by  the  Dover  man  of  war  £ 
and  above  fix  privateers  brought  into  port  by  the' 
diligtrnt  and  brave  captain  Lockart,  for  which  he 
was  honoured  with  a  variety  of  prefents  of  plate 
by  fevcral  corporations,  in  tettimony  of  their  efteem 

and 
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A*1-  '757-  and  regard.  This  run  of  good  fortune  was  not, 
however,  without  fome  retribution  on  the  fide  of 
the  enemy,  who,  out  of  twenty-one  mips  home- 
ward-bound from  Carolina,  made  prize  of  nine- 
teen •,  whence  the  merchants  fuftained  confide r- 
able  damage,  and  a  great  quantity  of  valuable 
commodities,  indigo  in  particular,  was  loft  to  this 
country. 

Riots  oc-        Notwithftanding  the  large  imports  of  grain  from 

cafioned        •,.„-  r  °  j    A          •  -c 

by  the  different  parts  of  Europe  and  America,  the  artifice 
high  price  of  engroflers  (till  kept  up  the  price  of  corn.  So 
grain*  incenfed  were  the  populace  at  the  iniquitous  com- 
binations entered  upon  to  fruftrate  the  endeavours 
of  the  Jegiflature,  -and  to  opprefs  the  poor,  that 
they  rofe  in  a  tumultuous  manner  in  feveral  coun- 
ties, fometimes  to  the  number  of  five  or  fix  thou- 
fand,  and  feized  upon  the  grain  brought  to  mar- 
ket. Nor  was  it  indeed  to  be  wondered  at,  corifi* 
dering  the  diftrefs  to  which  many  perfons  were  re- 
duced. The  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  neeeffaries 
of  life  raifed  the  price  of  labour,  at  the  moft  unfea- 
fonable  time,  when  all  manufacturers,  were  over- 
ftocked  for  want  of  a  proper  market,  which  obliged 
them  to  difmifs  above  half  the  hands  before  em- 
ployed. Hence  arofe  the  moft  pitiable  condition 
of  feveral  thoufands  of  ufeful  induftrious  fubjects; 
a  calamity  attended  only  with  one  advantage  to  the 
public,  namely,  the  facility  with  which  recruits 
were  raifed  for  his  majefty's  fervice.  At  laft  the 
plentiful  crops,  with  which  it  pleafed  Providence 
to  blefs  thefe  kingdoms,  the  prodigious  quantities 
of_  corn  imported  from  foreign  countries,  and  the 
wife  meafuVes  of  the  legiflature,  broke  all  the  vil- 
lainous ichemes  fet  on  foot  by  foreftallers  and  en- 
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groffers,  and  reduced  the  price  of  corn  to  the  ufual  Ah.  1757,; 
ftandard.  The  public  joy  on  this  event  was  great- 
ly augmented  by  the  fafe  arrival  of  the  fleet  from 
the  Leeward  Iflands,  confiiling  of  ninety-two  fail ; 
and  of  the  Streights  fleet^  efteemed  worth  three 
fnillions  flerling,  whereby  the  filk  manufacturers 
in  particular  were  again  employed,  and  their  dif- 
trefifes  relieved.  About  rhe  fame  time  the  India 
company  was  highly  elated  with  the  joyful  account 
of  the  fafe  arrival  and  fpirited  conduct  of  three  of 
their  captains,  attacked  in  their  pafTage  homeward 
by  two  French  men  of  war,  one  of  fixty-four,  the 
other  of  twenty-fix  guns.  After  a  warm  engage- 
ment, which  continued  for  three  hours,  thejr 
obliged  the  French  mips  to  fheer  off,  with  fcarce 
any  lofs  on  their  own  fide.  When  the  engagement 
began,  the  captains  had  promiled  a  reward  of  a 
thoufand  pounds  to  the  crews,  by  way  of  incite- 
ment to  their  valour  ;  and  the  company  doubled 
the  fum,  in  recompence  of  their  fidelity  and  cou- 
rage. 

Before  we  quit  the  affairs  of  Britain,  we  cannot 
avoid  mentioning  a  few  occurrences,  which  deferve 
to  be  recorded,  however  defultory,  unconne&ed* 
and  incapable  of  hiftorical  embellimment  they  may 
appear.  Among  the  mod  interefting  we  may 
reckon  thofe  tumults  and  riots  of  the  populace  in 
Kent,  Hertfordfhire,  Nottinghamfhire,  Lincoln- 
Ihire,  Bedfordmire,  York  city  and  county,  to  op- 
pofe  the  execution  of  the  militia-bill.  Many  difor- 
ders  were  committed  on  thefe  occafions  ;  and  the 
people,  incenfed  at  the  irregularity  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  thofe  gentlemen  appointed  to  carry  the  act 
into  execution,  and  with  certain  defects  in  the  act, 
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An.  1757.  feemed  wholly  to  neglect  the  real  advantages, 
which  in  time  muft  necefiarily  flow  from  a  meafure 
the  moft  conftitutional  and  falutary  that  can  be 
imagined,  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  public 
liberty. 

His  majefty,  having  taken  into  confederation 
the  incredible  damage  luftained  by  the  commerce 
of  thefe  kingdoms,  for  want  of  proper  harbours 
and  forts  on  the  weftern  coafl  to  receive  and  pro- 
tect  merchantmen,  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  order, 
that  a  temporary  fecurity  mould  be  provided  for  the 
Ihipping  which  might  touch  at  Milford  haven, 
until  the  fortifications,  voted  in  parliament,  could 
be  erected.  How  far  his  majefty's  directions  have 
been  complied  with,  the  number  of  merchantmen 
taken  by  the  enemy's  privateers  upon  that  coaft, 
fufficiently  indicates.  His  majefty  likewife,  re- 
flecting on  the  late  hardfhips  fuftained  by  the  inn- 
holders  in  the  county  of  Kent,  by  the  conftant 
quartering  of  foldiers  in  their  houfes,  was  pleafed 
to  direct  the  fum  of  three  thoufand  pounds  to 
be  tranfmitted  to  them,  and  diftributed  by  Mr. 
Auflen,  clerk  of  the  peace  for  that  county :  a  well- 
timed  act  of  liberality,  that  fully  evinces  his  majefty's 
extreme  affection  and  tender  regard  for  the  intereft 
and  happinefs  of  his  people. 

Whatever  reafons  the  government  bad  to  expect 
tionsPinra~   tne  campaign  fhould  be  vigoroufly  pufhed  in  Ame- 
America.    rica,  almoft  every  circumftance  turned  out  contrary 
to  expectation.     Not  all  the  endeavours  of  the  earl 
of  Loudon  to  quiet  the  diflentions  among  the  dif- 
ferent provinces,  and   to  eftablifh  unanimity  and 
harmony,  could  prevail.     Circumftances  required, 
that  he  fhould  act  the  part  of  a  mediator,  in  order 
4  to 
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to  raife  the  neceflary  fupplies  for  profecutmg  the  An.  1757. 
war,  without  which  it  was  impofiible  he  could  ap- 
pear in  the  character  of  a  general. 

The  enemy,  in  the  mean  time,  were  purfuing 
the  blow  given  at  Ofwego,  and  taking  advantage 
of  the  diftracYion  that  appeared  in  the  Britifh  coun- 
cils.    By  their  fuccefTcs,  in  the  preceding  cam- 
paign, they  remained   mafters   of  all  the  lakes. 
Hence   they  were  furnilhed  with   the  means  of 
pra&ifing  on  the  Indians  in  all  the  different  dif- 
tricts,  and  obliging  them,  by  rewards,  promifes, 
and  menaces,  to  ad  in  their  favour.     Every  accef- 
lion  to  their  ilrength,  was  a  real  diminution  of  that 
of  the  Britifh  commander ;  but  then  the  ignorance 
or  pufillanimity  of  fome  of  the  inferior  officers  in 
pur  back  fettlements  was,  in  effect,  more  benefi- 
cial to  the  enemy  than  all  the  vigilance  and  acti- 
vity of  Montcalm.     In  confequence  of  the  ihame- 
ful  lois  of  Oiwego,  they  voluntarily  abandoned  to 
the  mercy  of  the  French  general  the  whole  country 
of  the  Five  Nations,  the  only  body  of  Indians  who 
had  inviolably  performed  their  engagements,  or 
indeed  that  had  preferved  any  fincere  regard  for 
the  Britifh  government.     The  communication  with 
thefe  faithful  allies  was  now  cut  off,  by  the  impru- 
dent demolition  of  the  forts  we  pofTefled  at  the 
great  Carrying  place.     A  ftrong  fort,  indeed,  was 
built  at  Winchefter,  and  called  Fort  London,  after 
the  commander  in  chief;  and  four  hundred  Che- 
rokee Indians  joined  the  Englifh  forces  at  Fort 
Cumberland :  but  this  by  no  means  counterbal- 
lanced  the  lofles  fuftained  in  confequence  of  our 
having  imprudently  Hopped  up  Wood-creek,  and 
filled  it  with  logs.     Every  perfon,  the  leaft  ac- 
C  2  quainted 
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An.  1757.  quainted  with  the  country,  readily  perceived"  the 
weaknefs  of  thefe  meafures,  by  which  our  whole 
frontier  was  left  open  and  expofed  to  the  irruption 
of  the  favages  in  the  French  intereft,  who  would 
not  fail  to  profit  by  our  blunders,  too  notorious  to 
efcape  them.  By  the  removal  of  thefe  barriers,  a 
path  was  opened  to  our  fine  fettlements  on  thofe 
grounds  called  the  German  Flats,  ,and  along  the 
Mohawk's  river,  which  the  enemy  deftroyed  with 
fire  and  fword  before  the  end  of  the  campaign. 

In  the  mean  time  lord  Loudon  was  taking  the 
mofl  effectual  fteps  to  unite  the  provinces,    and 
raife  a  force  fufficient  to  give  fome  decifive  blow. 
The  attack  on  Grown  Point,  which  had  been  fo 
long  meditated,    was   laid   afide,    as  of  lefs  im- 
portance than  the  intended  expedition  to  Louif- 
bourg,  now  fubftituted  in  its  place,  and  undoubt- 
edly a  more  considerable  object  in  itfelf.     Admiral 
Holbourn  arrived  at  Halifax,   with  the  fquadron 
and  tranfports  under  his  command,  on  the  ninth  of 
July ;  and  it  was  his  lordfhip's  intention  to  repair 
thither  with  all  poflible  diligence,  in  order  to  take 
upon  him  the  command  of  the  expedition  ;   but  a 
variety  of  accidents  interpofed.     It  was  with  the 
utmoft  difficulty  he  at  length  affembled  a  body  of 
fix  thoufand  men,  with  which  he  inftantly  began 
his  march  to  join  the  troops  lately  arrived  from 
England.     When  the  junction  was  erFedted,   the 
whole  forces  amounted  to  twelve  thoufand  men  ; 
an  army  that  raifed  great  expectations.     Imme- 
diately fome  fmall  veflels  were  fent  out  to  examine 
and  reconnoitre  the  condition  of  the  enemy,   and 
the  intermediate  time  was  employed  in  embarking 
the  troops,  as  foon  as  the  tranfports  arrived,     Thte 
1  re- 
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return  of  the  fcouts  totally  altered  the  face  of  af-  An- 1757. 
iairs :   they  brought  the--unwelcome  news,  ,that  M. 
de  Bois  de  la  Mothe,  -who  failed  in  the  month  of 
May  from  Bred  with  a  large  fleet  of  men  of  war 
and  trani ports,  was  now,fafe  .at  anchor  in  the  har- 
bour cf  Louifbourg.     Their  intelligence  was  fup- 
ported  by/the  <teftimony  of  feveral  deferters;  yet 
Hill  it  waited  ,  confirmation,    and    many  perfons 
belitvc'd'jtheyr  .account .  of  .the   enemy's  ftrength 
greatly  magnified.   >..-Such  advices,  however,  -could 
i)o^  but:  Pccafioo .  wraordinary  fluctuations  in  the 
councils  of  waj-  ,at  Hallifax.    Some  were  for  letting 
a&de  all, thoughts  of  ..the  expedition  for  that  feafon  j. 
while  others, 'unore  warm  in  their  difpofmonSj  and 
fenguine  :ia  'their  expectations,    were   for   profe- 
cuting  it  with  vigour,  in  fpite  of  all  dangers  and 
difficulties."     Their  difputes  were  carried  on  with 
great  vehemence,    when  a  packet,   bound  from 
Louifbourg  for  France,  was  >taken  by  one  of  his 
majefty's  Ihips  flat  ion  ed  at  Newfoundland.  -  She 
had  letters  oil  board,  which  put  the  enemy's  fupe- 
riority  beyond  all  doubt,  at  leaft  by  fea.     It  clearly 
appeared;  there  .were  at  that  time  in  Louiibourg 
fix  thoufand  regular  troops,    three  thoufand  na- 
tives, arid  buie  thoufand  three  hundred  Indians, 
with  feverrteeR  fliips  of  the  line,  and  three  frigates, 
moored  in  the  harbour ;  that  the  place  was  well 
fupplied  with  ammunition,  provifion,  and  every 
Jvind  of  military  ftores  i  and  that  the  enemy  wifhed 
|pr  nothing, more  than  an  attack,  which  it  was  pro- 
bable would  terminate  to  the  difgrace  of  the  af- 
failants,  and  ruin  of  the  Britifh  affairs  in  America. 
The  commanders  at  Hallifax  were  fully  apprized  of 
ithe  confequences  of  an  unfuccefsful  attempt:  it 
C  3  was 
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An.  1757.  was  therefore  almoft  unanimoufly  refolvedto  poft- 
pone  the  expedition  to  fome  more  convenient  op- 
portunity, especially  as  the  feafon  was  now  far  ad- 
vanced, which  alone  would  be  fafficient  to  fruftrate 
their  endeavours,  and  render  the  enterprize  abor- 
tive. 

This  refolution  feems,  indeed,  to  have  been  the 
moft  eligible  in  their  circumftances,  whatever  con- 
ftrudions  might  afterwards  be  given,  with  inten- 
tion to  prejudice  the  public  againft  the  comman- 
der in  chief.     Lord  Loudon's  departure  from  New 
York,  with  all  the  forces  he  was  able  to  collect, 
afforded  the  marquis  de  Montcalm  the  faireft  oc- 
cafion  of  improving  the  fuccefles  of  the  former 
campaign.     That  general  had,  in  the  very  com- 
mencement of  the  feafon,  made  three  different  at- 
tacks on  Fort  William-Henry,  in  all  of  which  he 
was  repulfed  by  the  vigour  and  refolution  of  the 
garrifon.     But  his  difappointment  here  was  bal- 
lanced  by  an  advantage  gained  by  a  party  of  regu- 
lars and  Indians   at  Ticonderoga.     Colonel  John 
Parker,   with  a  detachment  of  near  four  hundred 
men,  went  by  water,  in  whale  and  bay  boats,  to 
attack  the  enemy's  advanced  guard  at  that  place. 
Landing  at  night  on  an  ifland,  he  fent  before  dawn 
three  boats  to  the  main  land,   which  the  enemy 
way- laid  and  took.     Having  procured  the  necef- 
fary  intelligence  from  the  prifoners  of  the  colonel's 
defigns,    they  contrived    their   meafures,    placed 
three  hundred  men  in  ambufli  behind  the  point 
where  he  propofed  landing,  and  fent  three  battoes 
to  the  place  of  rendezvous.     Colonel  Parker,  mil- 
taking  thefe  for  his  own  boats,  eagerly  put  tofhore, 
was  furrounded   by  the   enemy^   reinforced  with 

four 
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four  hundred  men,  and  attacked  with  fuch  impe-  An.  1757- 
tuofuy,   that,  of  the  whole  detachment,  only  two 
officers  and  feventy  private  men  cfcaptd.     Flulhcd 
with  this  advantage,  animated  by  the  abfenceof  the 
Britim  commander  in  chief,  then  at  Hallifax,  and 
fired  with  a  defire  to  revenge  the  difgrace  he  had 
lately  fuftained  before  Fort  Henry,  Montcalm  drew' 
together  all  his  forces,  with  intention  to  lay  fiege 
to  that  place.     Fort  William-Henry  (lands  on  the 
fouthern  coaft  of  Lake  George.     It  was  built  with 
a  view  to  protect  and  cover  the  frontiers  of  the 
Englifli  colonies,  as  well  as  to  command  the  lake. 
The  fortifications  were  good,  defended  by  a  garri- 
fon  of  near  three  thoufand  men,  and  covered  by 
an  army  of  four  thoufand,  under  the  conduct  of 
general  Webb,  pofted  at  no  great  diftance.    When 
the  marquis  de  Montcalm  had  aflembled  all  the 
forces  at  Crown  Point,  Ticonderoga,  and  the  adja- 
cent pofts,  together  with  a  confiderable  body  of 
Canadians  and  Indians,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
near  ten  thoufand  men,  he  marched  diredlly  to  the 
fort,  made  his  approaches,  and  with  a  good  train 
of  artillery  began  playing  on  the  garrifon. 

On  the  very  day  he  inverted  the  place  he  feht  a 
letter  to  colonel  Monro,  telling  him,  he  thought 
himfelf  obliged,  in  humanity,  to  uefire  he  would 
furrender  the  fort,  and  not  provoke  the  great  num- 
ber of  favages  in-  the  French  army  by  a  vain  re'- 
fiftance.     "  A  detachment  of  your  garriibn  has 
lately,  fays  he,  experienced  their  cruelty :  I  have 
it  yet  in  my  power  to  reilrain  them,  and  oblige 
them  to  oblerve  a  capitulation,  as  none  of  them 
hitherto  are  killed-,  which  will  not  be  in  my  power 
in  other  circumftances.     Your  perfifting  in  the  de- 
C  4  fence 
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n.  1757.  fence  of  your  fort  can  only  retard  its  fate  a  few 
days,  and  muft  of  necefiity  expofe  an  unfortunate 
garrifon,  who  can  poffibly  receive  no  relief,  conft- 
dering  the  precautions  taken  to  prevent  it.  I  de- 
mand a  decifive  arifwer,  for  which  purpofe  I  have 
fent  the  fieur  Funtbrune,  one  of  my  aid-de-'carnps. 
You  may  credit  what  he  will  inform  you  of,  from 
Montcalm." 

General  Webb  beheld  his  preparations  with  an 
indifference  and  fecurity  bordering  on  infatuation. 
It  is  credibly  reported,  that  he  had  private  intelli- 
gence of  all  the  French  general's  defigns  and  mo- 
tions ;  yet,  either  defpifmg  his  ftrength,  or  dif- 
crediting  the  information,  he  neglefted  colle&ing 
the  militia  in  time,  which,  in  conjunction  with  his 
own  forces,  would  probably  have  obliged  Mont- 
calm  to  relinquifh  the  attempt,  or,  at  leaft,  have 
rendered  his  fuccefs  very  doubtful  and  hazardous. 
The  enemy,  meeting  with  no  difturbance  from  the 
quarter  they  molt  dreaded,  proiecuted  the  fiege 
with  vigour,  and  were  warmly  received  by  the  gar- 
rifon, who  fired  with  great  fpirit,  till  they  had 
burft  almoft  all  their  cannon,  and  fpent  their  am- 
munition. Neither  Montcalm's  promifes  or  threats 
could  prevail  upon  them  to  furrender,  while  they 
were  in  any  condition  to  defend  themfelves,  or 
could  reafonably  expect  affiftance  from  general 
Webb.  They  even  perfifted  to  hold  out  after  pru- 
dence dictated  they  ought  to  furrender.  Colonel 
Monro  was  fenfible  of  the  importance  of  his  charge, 
and  imagined  that  general  Webb,  though  flow  in 
his  motions,  would  furely  make  fome  vigorous  ef- 
forts either  to  raife  the  fiege,  or  force  a  fupply  of 
ammunition,  prpvifion,  and  other  necelTaries  into 

the 
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the  garrifon.  At  length  neceffuy  obliged  him,  af-  .An-  '757- 
terj.fuftaining  a  fiege:  from  the  third  to  the  ninth 
day  of  Auguft,  to  hang, out  a  flag  of  truce,  which 
was  immediately  anfwered  by  the  French  comman- 
der. Hpftagcs  were  exchanged,  and  articles  of 
capitulation  figned;.by  both  parties;- whereby  the 
garriiqa  of  Fort  William-Henry,,  and  the  -troops 
in, -the  retrenched  camp,  fhould  march  put  with 
their  arms,  the  baggage  of  the  officers  and  foldiers, 
and  all  the  ufual  necefiaries  of  war  •,  elcorted  by  a 
.detachment  of  French  troops,  or  interpreters  at- 
tached to  the  favages.  It  was  agreed,  that  the  gate 
of  the  fort  fhoukt  be,  delivered  to  the  troops  of  the 
molt  Chriftian  kingv  immediately  after  ,fignmg  the 
capitulation^  and  the  retrenched  camp,  on  the  de- 
parture of  the  firitifti  forces :  ;that  -the  artillery, 
warlike  ftores,  provifion,  and  -in  general  every 
thing,  except  the  effects  of  the  foldiers  and, officers, 
fliould,  upon  honour,  be  delivered  to  the  French 
•troops  $  for  which  purpofe  it  was  agreed  there 
fhoyld  be  delivered,  with  the. capitulation,  an  exaft 
jnventory  of  .the  flores,  and  other  particulars  fpe- 
cified  :  that  the  garrifon  of  the  fort,  the  troops  in 
the  retrenchment,  and  dependencies,  fhould  not 
ferve  for  the  fpace  of  eighteen  months,  from  the 
date  of  the  capitulation,  againft  his  rnoft  Chriftian 
majefty,  or  his  allies :  that  with  the  capitulation 
there  fhould  be  delivered  an  exad:  flate  of  the 
troops,  fpecifying  the  names  of  the  officers,  engi- 
neers, artillerifls,  commifTanes,  and  all  employed: 
that  the  officers  and  foldiers,  Canadians,  women, 
and  favages,  made  prifoners  by  land  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  in  North  America,  be- deli- 
vered 


42  HISTORY   OF   ENGL  AN  D. 

An- 1757-  vered  in  the  fpace  of  three  months  at  Carrilon; 
in  return  for  which  an  equal  number  of  the  garri- 
fon  of  Fort  William  fhould  be  capacitated  to  ferve ; 
agreeable  to  the  return  given  by  the  Englim  offi- 
cer, and  the  receipt  of  the  French  commanding 
officers,  of  the  prifoners  fo  delivered :  that'an  offi- 
cer remain  as  an  hoftage,  till  the  fafe  return  of  the 
efcorte  fent  with  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty :  that  the  fick  and  wounded,  not  in  a  condi- 
tion to  be  tranfported  to  Fort  Edward,  Ihould  re- 
main under  the  protection  of  the  marquis  de  Mont- 
calm  5  who  engaged  to  ufe  them  with  tendernefs 
and  humanity,  and  to  return  them  as  foon  as  reco- 
vered :  that  provifion  for  two  days  mould  be  if- 
fued  out  for  the  Britifh  troops :  that,  in  teftimony 
of  his  efteem  and  refpect  for  colonel  Monro  and 
his  garrifon,  on  account  of  their  gallant  defence,  the 
marquis  deMontcalm  iliould  return  one  cannon,  a 
fix  pounder. 

Whether  the  marquis  de  Montcalm  was  really 
afliduous  to  have  thefe  articles  punctually  executed, 
we  cannot  pretend  to  determine-,  but  certain  it  is, 
that  they  were  perfidioufly  broke,  in  almoft  every 
inftance.  The  favages,  in-  the  French  intereft, 
either  paid  no  regard  to  the  capitulation,  or  were 
permitted,  from  views  of  policy,  to  act  the  moft 
treacherous,  inhuman,  and  infidious  part.  They 
fell  upon  the  Britifh  troops  as  they  marched  out, 
deipoiled  them  of  the  few  remaining  effects, 
dragged  the  Indians  in  the  Englim  fervice  out  of 
their  ranks,  fcalping,  tomahawking,  and  again  act- 
ing the  tragedy  atOfwego,  with  a  thoufand  addi- 
tional outages  and  barbarities.  The  throats  of 

many 
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many  women,  we  are  told,  were  cut,  their  bodies  ,  A«-  ih 
ript  open,  bowels  torn  put.,  and  iniultingly  thrown 
in  their  faces,  with  fuch  favage  marks  of  rage  and 
horrible  cruelty  ^  as,   for  the  fake  of  humanity, 
ought  to  be  difcredited.     Can  pofterity  be  brought 
to  believe,  that  two  thoufand  Britons,   with  arms 
in  their  hands,  could  be  tame  fpeclators  of  thefe 
and  more  Ihocking  barbarities  ?  That  they  would 
permit  a  rabble  of  brutal  favages  to  feize  infants 
and  children  by  the  heels,,  and  wantonly  beat  out 
their  brains  againft  trees  and   ftones !    Yet  were 
thefe  and  other  enormities,  equally  difgracefuj  to 
humanity,  committed  in  fight  of  the  French  and 
Britifh  forces,   if  we  may  credit  the  teftimony  of 
credible  evidences.     However,  the  greatefl  part  of 
the  Britifh  garrifon  got  fafe,  though  in  a  miferable 
condition,  to  Fort  Edward,  after  being  purfued  for 
feven  miles  by  the  Indians  ;  and  the  reft,  flying  for 
protection  .to  the  marquis  de  Montcalm,  were  by 
him  fent  home.     A  little  time  after  the  enemy  dc- 
moliihed  the  fort,  carried  off  the  effects,  provifion, 
artillery,  and' every  thing  elfe  left  by  the  garrifon, 
together  with  the  veflcls  preierved  in  the  lake,  and 
departed,  without  purfuing  their  fuccefs  by  any 
other  attempt. 

Thus  ended  the  third  campaign  in  America, 
where,  with  a  vaft  increafe  of  forces,  a  clear  fupe- 
riority  over  the  enemy,  an  army  of  twenty  thou- 
fand  regular  troops,  a  great  number  of  provincial 
forces,  and  a  prodigious  naval  power,  not  lefs 
than  twenty  fhips  of  the  line,  we  abandoned 
our  allies,  expofed  our  people,  fuffered  them  to  ; 
be  cruelly  mafTacred  in  fight  of  our  troops,  and 
relinquifhed  a  large  and  valuable  tract  of  coun- 
try, 


Naval 
tranfa&i- 
ons  in 
America. 
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An.  1757.  try,  to  the  eternal  reproach  and  difgrace  of  the 
Britifh  name  *. 

As  to  the  naval  tranfadtions  in  this  country, 
though  lefs  infamous,  they  were  not  lefs  unfortu- 
nate. Immediately  on  lord  London's  departure 
from  Hallifax,  admiral  Holbourn,  now  freed  ;from 
the  care  of  the  tranfports,  let  fail  for  Louifbourg, 
with  fifteen  fhips  of  the  line,  one  Ihip  of  fifty 
guns,  three  fmall  frigates,  and  a  fire-mip. .  What 
the  object  of  this  cruize  might  have  been,  can  only 
be  conjectured.  Some  imagine  curioiity  was  the 
admiral's  fole  motive,  and  the  defire  of  informing. 


*  We  could  not,  without 
interrupting  the  principal  ope- 
rations, take  notice  of  two  oc- 
currences which  ought  to  have 
been  mentioned. 

In  the  month  of  July  a  ftra- 
tagem,  contrived  by  the  ene- 
my, had  very  nearly  occafion- 
ed  the  lofs  of  Fort  Johnfon. 
They  propofed  rufhing  into 
the  fort  in  the  evening,  when 
the  gate  was  opened  to  admit 
the  Negroe  women,  fent  out 
every  day  to  milk  the  cattle. 
Happening  to  be  a  few  mi- 
nutes too  late,  the  gates  were 
fortunately  fhut  before  their 
arrival  j  upon  which  they 
knocked  for  admiflion,  were 
Challenged,  ancl  fired  upon  by 
the  centinel  Immediately  the 
cannon  was  fired  to  alarm  the 
country,  and  the  enemy,  per- 
ceiving their  fcheme  baffled, 
retired  with  precipitation. 

The  other  occurrence  we 
mentioned  is  of  a  civil  nature. 
The  governor  and  council  of 
Nova  Scotia,  taking  into  con- 


iideration  the  moil  expedient 
methods  for  carrying  into  exe- 
cution  thofe  parts  of  his"  ma- 
jefty's  comroiflion  and  inftruc- 
tions,   relative  to  the  manner 
of  holding  the  general  aflem- 
bly  of  that  province,   came  to 
a  reiblution,   that  a  houfe  of 
jeprefentatives  of  the  province 
mail  conilitote  the  legiflature 
of  Nova  Scotia,  in  conjundlion 
with  his  majeily's  governor  and 
commander   in   chief  for    the 
time  being,  and  his  majefly's 
council  of  the  faid  province. 
It  was  further  refolved,.  that 
the  general  afTembly  be  cleft-/ 
ed  and  convened  in  the  man - 
•t>ner  following,    viz.    Twelve 
members  to  be  elected  for  the 
province  at  large,  till  fuchtime 
as  it  is  divided  into  counties. 
Hallifax  was  appointed  to  fend 
four  members,  and  other  towns 
and  corporations  in  proportion 
to  their  bulk  and  value  to  the 
province,  making  in  all  twen- 
ty-two ;  the  number  of  repre- 
fenjtatives  to  lit  in  the  houfe. 

him- 
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himfelf  with  certainty  of  the  enemy's  ftrength  •,   An.  175?. 
while  others  perfuade  themfelvcs,  that  he  was  in  ^ 
hopes  of  drawing  M.  de  la  Mothe  to  an  engage- 
ment, notwithftanding  his  fuperiority  in  numbe'r 
of  fhips  and  weight  of  metak     Be  this  as  it  may, 
the  Britifh  fquadron  appeared  off  Louifbourg  oh 
the  twentieth  day  ofrAuguft;  and  approaching 
within  two  miles  of  the  batteries,  law  the  French 
admiral  make  the  fignal  to  unmoor.     Mr.  Hoi- 
bourn  was  greatly  interior  in  ftrength  ;   and  it  ?s 
obvious,  that  his  clefign.was  not  to  fight  the  ene- 
my, as  he  immediately  made  the  bell  of  his  way  to 
Hallifax.     About  the  middle  of  September,  being 
reinforced  with  four  fhips  of  the  liney  he°agaih 
proceeded  to  Louifbourg,  probably  wirrh  intention, 
if  poflibley  to  draw  the  enemy  to  an  engagement'; 
but  he  found  de  la  Mothe  too  prudent  to  hazard 
an  unneceflary  battle,  the  lofs  of  which  would  have 
greatly  expofed  all  the  French  colonies.     Here  the 
Englifh   fquadron   continued    cruizing  until   the 
twenty- fifth,  when  they  were  overtaken  in  a  ter- 
rible ftorm  from  the  fouthward.     When  the'  hur- 
ricane began  the  fleet  was  about  forty  leagues 
diftant  from  Louifbourg;  but  were  driven  in  twelve 
hours  within  two  miles  of  the  rocks  and  breakers 
on  that  coaft.     Here  the  wind  providentially  miff- 
ing, favcd  the  whole  fquadron,  except  the  Tilbury, 
fhipwrecked  upon  the  rocks,  and  half  her  crew 
drowned.      Eleven  fhips  were  difmafled;   others 
threw  over  their  guns  r  and  all  returned  in  a  very 
mattered  condition  to.  England,  at  a  Very  un far 
vourable  feaion  of  the. year. 

In  this  manner  ended  the  expedition  ta  Louif- 
bourg,  more  unfortunate  to  the  nation- ~tfcan  the 

pre- 
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An.  1757-  preceding  defigns  upon  Rochefort;  lefs  difgraceful 

keflefti-     to  tne  commanders,  but  equally  the  occafion  of  n- 
ons  on  the  •  T    j     j       u 

campaign    dicule  and  triumph  to  our  enemies.     Indeed,   the 

in  Ame-     unhappy  conieqnences   of   the   political   difputes 
lica*          at   home,    the   inftability  of    the   adminiftration, 
and   the    frequent    revolutions   in    our   councils, 
were  ftrongly  manifefted  by  that  languor  infilled 
into  all  our  military  operations,  and  general  un- 
fteadinefs  in  our  puriuits.    Fadtion  in  the  mother- 
country,    produced   divifions  and   mifcondudt   in 
the  colonies.     No  ambition  to  fignalize  themfclves 
appeared  among  the  officers,  from  the  uncertain- 
ty whether   their   fervices  were   to   be  rewarded 
or  condemned.     Their  attachment  to  particular 
perfons  weakened  the  love  they  ought  to  have  en- 
tertained for  their  country  in  general,  and  deftroyed 
that  fpirit  of  enterprize,  that  firmnefs  and  refolu- 
tion,  which  conftiuites  the  commander,  and  with- 
.  out  which  the  beft  capacity,  joined  to  the  moft  un- 
corruptible integrity,  can  effect  nothing. 
A  view  of       In  the  £  aft  Indies  the  fcene  was  changed  great- 
lifh  affairs  ^'  to  t^LC  ^onour  an^  advantage  of  Great  Britain, 
in  theEaft  Here  the  commanders  acted  with  that  harmony, 
fpirit,  and  unanimity  becoming  Britons,   zealous 
for  the  credit  of  their  king  and  the  interefl  of  their 
country.     We  left   admiral  Watfon   and  colonel 
Clive  advancing  to  Calcutta,  .to  revenge  the  cruel 
tragedy  acted  upon  their  countrymen  the  preced- 
ing year.     On  the  thirty-firil  of  January  the  ad- 
miral with  two  fhips  appeared  before  the  town, 
and  was  received  by  a  brifk  fire  from  the  batteries. 
This  falute  was  returned  fo  warmly,  that  the  ene- 
my's guns  were  foon  filenced  i  and  in  lefs  than 
two  hours  the  place  and  fort  were  abandoned.    Co- 
lonel 
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lonelClive,  on  the  other  fide,  invefted  the  town,    An.  1757. 
and  made  his  attack  with  that  vigour  and  intre- 
pidity peculiar   to  himfelf,   which  greatly  contri* 
buted  to  the  Hidden  reduction  of  the  fettiement.  As 
foon  as  the  fort  was  furrendered,  the  brave  and  ac- 
tive captain  Coote,  with  his  majefty's  troops,  took 
pofleflion,  and  found  ninety-one  pieces  of  cannon, 
four  mortars,   abundance  of  ammunition,    ftorcs, 
and  provifions,   with  every  requifite  for  fuftaining 
an  obftinate  fiege.     Thus  the  Engliih  were  re- 
eftablifhed  in  the  two  ftrongefl  fortrefles  in  the 
Ganges,   with  the  inconfiderable  lofs  of  nine  fea- 
men  killed,  and  three  foldiers.     A  few  days  after, 
Hughly,  a  city  of  great  trade,  fituated  higher  up 
the  river,  was  reduced  with  as  little  difficulty,  but 
infinitely  greater  prejudice  to  the  Nabob,  as  here 
his  ftorehoufes  of  fait,  and  vaft  granaries  for  the 
fupport  of  his  army,  were  burnt  and  deftroyed. 
Incenfed  at  the  almoft  inftantaneous  lofs  of  all  his 
conquefts,  and  demolition  of  the  city  of  Hughly, 
the  viceroy  of  Bengal  aflembled  an  army  of  ten 
thoufand  horfe  and  fifteen  thoufand  foot,  fully  re- 
folved  to  expel  the  Englifh  out  of  his  dominions, 
and  take  ample  vengeance  for  the  difgraccs  he  had 
lately  fuftained.     He  was  ieen  marching  by  the 
Engliih  camp  in  his  way  to  Calcutta  on  the  fecond 
of  February,  where  he  encamped,   about  a  mile 
from  the  town.     Colonel  Clive  immediately  made      .Q 
application  to  the  admiral  for  a  reinforcement ; 
and  fix  hundred  men,  under  the  command  of  cap- 
tain Warwick,  were  accordingly  draughted   from 
the  different  mips,  and  fent  to  affift  his  little  army. 
Clive  drew  out  his  forces,  advanced  in  three  co- 
lumns towards  the  enemy,  and  begun  the  attack 

i* 
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An.  1757.  fo  vigoroufly,  that  the  viceroy  retreated,  after  d 
feeble  refiftance,  with  the  lofs  of  a  thoufand  men' 
killed,  wounded,  and  taken  prifoners,  five  hundred 
horfes,  great  numbers  of  draught  bullocks,  and 
four  elephants.  Though  this  advantage  was  lefs 
decifive  than  could  be  wifhed,  yet  did  it  fufficient- 
ly  intimidate  the  Nabob  into  conceiHons  much  to 
the  honour  and  advantage  of  the  company.  He 
jpromifed  not  to  difturb  the  Englifh  in  any  of  thofe 
privileges  or  poflefiions  fpecified  in  the  phirmand 
granted  by  the  Mogul :  that  all  merchandize 
belonging  to  the  company  mould  pafs  and  repafs 
in  every  part  of  the  province  of  Bengal,  free  of 
duty :  that  all  the  Englifh  factories  feized  the  pre- 
ceding year,  or  fmce,  mould  be  reftored,  with  the 
money,  goods,  and  effects  appertaining  :  that  all 
damages  fuilained  by  the  Englim  {hould  be  re- 
paired, and  their  lolTes  repaid :  that  the  Englim 
ihould  have  liberty  to  fortify  Calcutta,  in  whatever 
manner  they  thought  proper,  without  interrup- 
tion :  that  they  (hould  have  the  liberty  of  coining 
all  the  gold  and  bullion  they  imported,  which 
fhould  pafs  current  in  the  province  :  that  he  would 
remain  in •  ftricl:  friendfhip  and  alliance  with  the 
Englim,  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  heal  up  the 
late  divifions,  and  reftore  the  former  good  under- 
flanding  between  them.  All  which  feveral  articles 

Feb.  9.       were  folemnly  figned  and  fealed,  with  the. Nabob's 
own  hand. 

Such  were  the  terms  obtained  for  the  company 
.by  the  fpirited  and  gallant  condndt  of  the  twoEng- 
lifti  commanders.  They  had,  however,  too  much 
difct rnment  to  rely  on  the  promifes  of  a  barbarian, 
who  had  fo  perfidioufly  .broke  former  -engage- 
ments ; 
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ttlenrs  ;  but  they  prudently  diflembled  their  fenti-  An-  '757? 
ments,  until  they  had  thoroughly  reinftated  the  af- 
fairs of  the  company,  and  reduced  the  French 
power  in  this  province.  The  chief  object  of  their 
defigns  was  the  reduction  of  Chandenagore,  a 
French  fettlement,  higher  up  the  river  than  Cal- 
cutta, of  confidcrable  ftrength,  and  the  chief  in 
importance  of  any  poflefied  by  that  nation  in  the 
bay.  Colonel  Clive,  being  reinforced  by  three 
hundred  men*  from  Bombay,  began  his  march  to 
Chandenagore,  at  the  head  of  fev.en  hundred  Eu- 
ropeans and  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  Indians, 
where,  on  his  firft  arrival,  he  took  pofiefiion  of  all 
the  out- pods,  except  one  redoubt  mounted  with 
eight  pieces  of  cannon,  which  he  left  to  be  filenced 
by  the  admiral.  On  the  eighteenth  of  March  the 
admirals  Watfon  and  Pocock  arrived  within  two 
miles  of  the  French  fettlement,  with  the  Kent, 
Tiger,  and  Salifbury  men  of  war  •,  and  found  their 
pafiage  obftrucled  by  booms  laid  acrofs  the  river, 
and  feveral  veflels  funk  in  the  channel.  Thefe  dif- 
ficulties being  removed,  'they  advanced  early  on 
the  twenty-fourth,  and  drew  up  in  a  line  before 
the  fort,  which  they  battered  with  great  fury  for 
three  hours  -,  while  colonel  Clive  was  making  his 
approaches  on  the  land  fide,  and  playing  vigoroufly 
from  the  batteries  he  had  raifed.  Their  united 
efforts  foon  obliged  the  enemy  to  fubmifilon.  A 
flag  of  truce  was  waved  over  the  walls,  and  the 
place  furrendered  by  capitulation.  The  keys  were 
delivered  to  captain  Latham  of  the  Tiger,  and  in 
the  afternoon  colonel  Clive  with  the  king's  troops 
took  poficfiion.  Thus  the  reduction  of  a  ftrong 
fortrefs,  garrifoned  by  five  hundred  Europeans,  and 
NUMB.  XII.  D  one 
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An. -175.7.  one  thoufand  two  hundred  Indians,  defended  by 
one  hundred  and  twenty-three  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  three  mortars,  well  provided  with  .all  kinds  of 
•llores  and  r.ecerlaries,  and  of  very  great  importance 
-to  the  enemy's  commerce  in  India,  was  accom- 
plifhed  with  a  lofs  not  exceeding  forty  men  on  the 
fide  of  the  conquerors. 

Murch24-  £v  the  treaty  of  capitulation  the  director,  coun- 
,fellors,  and  inferior  fervants  of  the  fettlemenr,  were 
allowed  to  depart  with  their  wearing  apparel :  the 
Jefuits  were  permitted  to  take  away  their  church- 
ornaments,  and  the  natives  to-  remain  in  the  full 
exertion  of  their  liberties ;  but  the  garrifon  were 
to  continue  pri Toners  of  war.  The  goods  and  mo- 
rney  found  in  the  place  were  confides  able  •,  but  the 
principal  advantage  arofe  from  the  ruin  of  the  head 
fetdement  of  the  enemy  on  the  Ganges,  which 
could  not  but  interfere  with  the  Englifli  commerce 
in  thefe  parts. 

Succefs  had  hitherto  attended  all  the  operations 
of  the  Britifh  commanders,  becaufe  they  were  con- 
certed with  forefight  and  unanimity ;  and  exe- 
cuted with  that  vigour  and  fpirit  which  have  de- 
fervedly  rail*  d  them  high  in  the  efteem  of  their 
^  .country.  They  reduced  the  Nabob  to  reafonable 
terms  of  accommodation,  before  they  alarmed  the 
French ;  and  now,  when  the  power  of  the  latter 
was  deflroyed,  they  entered  upon  meafures  to 
oblige  the  treacherous  viceroy  to  a  ftrict  perform- 
ance of  the  treaty  he  had  fo  lately  figned.  How- 
ever fpecious  his  promifes  were,  they  found  him 
extremely  dilatory  in  the  execution  of  ieveral  ar- 
ticles of  the  treaty,  which,  in  effect,  was  the  fame 
to  the  Engliih  commerce  as  if  none  had  been  con- 
cluded. 
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eluded.  The  company's  goods  were  loaded  with  ^.1757. 
high  duties,  and  feveral  other  infractions  of  the 
peace  committed,  upon  fuch  frivolous  pretences  as 
evidently  demonftrate.1,  that  he  fought  to  come  to 
an  open  rupture  as  foon  as  his  projects  were  Hpe 
for  execution.  As  recommencing  hoililities  againft 
fo  powerful  a  prince  was  in  itfelf  dangerous*  and, 
if  pofiible,  to  be  avoided,  the  affair  was  laid'  before 
the  council  of  Calcutta,  and  canvafi"  d  wit.h  all  the 
circumfpedion  and  caution  that  a  meafure  re- 
quired, on  which  depended  the  fate  of  trie  whole 
trade  of  Bengal.  During  thefe  deliberations  a 
moil  fortunate  incident  occurred,  that  foon  deter- 
mined the  council  to  come  to  an  open  rupture. 
The  leading  perfons  in  the  viceroy's  court  found 
themfdves  opprefled  by  his  haughtinefs  and  info- 
knee.  The  fame  fpirit  of  difcontent  appeared 
among  the  principal  officers  of  his  army :  they  were 
well  acquainted  with  his  perfidy,  faw  his  prepara- 
tions f3r  War,  and  were  fenfible  that  the  peace  of 
the  country  could  never  be  reftored,  unlefs  either 
the  Englifh  were  expelled,  or  the  Nabob  depofed. 
In  confequence  a  plan  was  concerted  for  diverting 
him  of  all  his  power ;  and  the  confpiracy  was  con- 
ducted by  Jaffier  Ali  Khan,  his  prime  minifler  and 
chief  commander*  a  nobleman  of  great  influence  and 
authority  in  the  province.  The  project  was  commu- 
nicated by  Ali  Khan  to  Mr.  Watts,  fccond  in 
council  at  Calcutta,  and  fo  improved  by  the  addrefs 
of  that  gentleman  as  in  a  manner  to  infure  fuccefs. 
When  the  plan  was  fully  concerted  between  the 
diiaffected  Indians  and  the  council,  colonel  Clive 
was  ordered  to  take -the  field  with  his  little  army. 
Admiral  Wation  undertook  the  defence  of  Chan* 
D  a  denagore, 
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An.  1757.  denagore,  and  the  garrifon  was  detached  to  rein- 
force the  colonel,  together  with  fifty  feamen,  to 
be  employed  as  gunners,  and  in  directing  the  ar- 
tillery. On  the  nineteenth  of  June  a  detachment 
was  ient  to  attack  Cutwa  fort  and  town,,  fituated 
on  that  branch  of  the  river  forming  the  ifland  Caf- 
fimbuzar.  This  place  furrendered  at  the  firft  fum- 
mons  •,  and  here  the  colonel  halted  with  the  army 
for  three  days,  expecting  advices  from  Ali  Khan. 
Difappointed  of  the  hoped-for  intelligence,  he 
crofled  the  river  on  the  twenty-fecond  •,  and  the 
fame  day  attacked  the  viceroy  at  the  head  of  twenty- 
thoufand  men  with  his  own  forces  only,  Ali  Khan 
declining  as  yet  to  declare  himfelf  openly.  After 
a  fhort  conteft  the  enemy  were  put  to  flight,  the 
Nabob's  camp,  baggage,  and  fifty  pieces  of  can- 
non taken,  and  a  moft  complete  victory  obtained. 
The  colonel,  purfuing  his  advantage,  marched  to 
Muxadavat,  the  capital  of  the  province,  and  was 
there  joined  by  Ali  Khan  and  the  mal- contents. 
It  was  before  concerted,  that  this  nobleman  fhouid 
be  invefted  with  the  dignity  of  Nabob:  accord- 
ingly the  colonel  proceeded  iblemnly  to  depofe  the 
Sulajud  Dowla,  and,  with  the  fame  ceremony,  to 
fubftitute  Ali  Khan  in  his  room,  who  was  publickty 
acknowledged  by  the  people  as  fubah,  or  viceroy 
of  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orixa. 
Soon  after  the  late  viceroy  was  taken,  and  put  to 
death  by  his  fuccefibr,  who  readily  complied  wit! 
>  all  the  conditions  of  his  elevation.  He  conferred 
on  his  allies  fuch  liberal  rewards,  and  granted  the 
I  company  Ib  extraordinary  privileges,  as  fully  de- 
I  monftrated  how  juftly  he  merited  their  afliftance. 
By  this  alliance,  and  the  reduction  of  Chandena- 

gore, 
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gore,  the  French  were  intirely  excluded  the  com-  An-l75 
merce  of  Bengal  and  its  dependencies;  the  trade  *. 
of  the  Engiiih  company  was    reftored,    and   in- 
creafed  beyond  the  moft  fanguine  hopes ;  a  new 
ally  was  acquired,   whole  interelt  obliged  him  to   i 
remain  firm  to  his  engagements  -,  above  two  mil-   ! 
lions  fterling  paid  to  the  company  and  the  fufferers 
at  Calcutta,  to  indemnify  their  lofles  ;  the  Ibldiers 
and  lean  .en  gratified  with  the  fum  of  fix  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  as  a  reward  for  the  courage  and 
intrepidity  thty  exerted ;  and  a  variety  of  other 
advantages  gained,  which  it  would  be  unneceflary 
to  enumerate.     In  a  word,  in  the  fpactj  of  fourteen 
days  a  great  revolution  was  effected,  and  the  go-  ' 
vernment  of  a  vaft  country,  fuperior  in  wealth,  fer- 
tility, extent,  and  number  of  inhabitants,  to  moft 
European  kingdoms,  transferred  by  a  handful  of 
troops,  conducted  by  an  officer  untutored  in  the 
art  of  war,  and  a  general  rather  by  intuition  than 
inftruction  and  experience.     But  the  public  joy 
at  thele  fignal  fuccefTes  was,  however,  confiderably 
dimimmed  by  the  death  of  admiral  Watfon,  and 
the  bfs  of  Vizagapatam,  anEnglifh  fettlement  on 
the  Coromandel  coaft.     The  admiral  fell  a  victim 
to  the  unwholfomenefs  of  the  climare  on  the  fix- 
teenth  of  Auguft,  univerially   elteemed    and  re- 
gretted •,  and  the  factory  and  fort  at  Vizagapatam 
were  furrendered  to  the  French,  a  few  days  after 
colonel  Clive  had  defeated  the  Nabob. 

We  now  turn  our  eyes  to  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope, where  we  fee  the  beginning  of  the  year 
marked  with  a  linking  inftance  of  the  dreadful  ef- 
fects of  frantic  enthufiafm. 

France    had   long  enjoyed    a  monarch,   eafy, 
D  3  com- 
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An.  1757.  complying,  good-natured,  and  averfe  to  all  that 
wore  the  appearance  of  bufmefs,  or  of  war. 
Contented  with  the  pleafures  of  a  miftrefs  and  a 
court,  he  lough t  no  greatnefs  beyond  what  he  en- 
joyed, nor  purfued  any  ambition  beyond  the  pre- 
lent  hour.  Of  all  men  on  earth,  fuch  a  prince  ha4 
the  greateft  reafon  to  expect  an  exemption  from 
plots  againft  his  perfon,  and  cabals  among  his  fub- 
jeds ;  yet  was  an  attempt  made  upon  his  life  by  a 
man,  who,  though  placed  in  the  loweft  ftate  of 
fervility,  had  refolution  to  face  the  greateft  dan- 
gers, and  enthufiafm  fufficient  to  fuftain,  without 
fhrinking,  all  the  tortures  which  the  cruelty  of 
man  could  invent,  or  his  crimes  reader  neceflary. 
The  name  of  this  fanatic  was  Robert  Francis  Da- 
mien,  born  in  the  fuburb  of  St.  Catharine,  in  the 
city  of  Arras.  He  had  lived  in  the  fervice  of  fe- 
veral  families,  whence  he  wa^  generally  difmifTed 
on  account  of  the  impatience,  the  melancholy,  and 
fullennefs  of  his  difpofition.  So  humble  was  the 
ftation  of  a  perfon,  who  was  refolved  to  ftep  forth 
from  obfcurity,  and,  by  his  crimes,  draw  upon  him- 
jelf  the  attention  of  all  Europe  ! 

,On  the  fifth  day  of  January,  as  the  king  was 

An  at-      ftepping  into   his   coach,    to   return   to  Trianon, 

Snate    whe?1.ce    he    had    that  da7    come   to   Verfailles, 
the  king     Damien,  mingling  among  his  attendants,  ftabbed 
of  France,  him  with  a  knife  on  the  right  fide,   between  the 
fourth  and  fifth  ribs.     Immediately  his  majefty, 
applying  his  hand  to  his  fide,    cried  out,  "  J  am 
wounded!  Seize  him-,  but  do  not  hurt  him."     A 
vein  was  opened,  the  wound  dreiTed,   and  happily 
found  not  dangerous-,   as    the    knife,    taking  an 
Oblique  direction,  miffed  the  vital  parts.     How- 
ever, 
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ever,    as   fufpicion  remained   that  it   might  have   An-  *7ST' 
been  poifoned,    feveral   experiments   were   made 
upon  animals,   all  of  which  ferved  to  relieve  the 
people  from  their  apprehenfibns.     As  for  Damim, 
he  made  no  attempts  to  eieape  •,  but  fuftering  him- 
felf  quietly  to   be  feized,    was  conveyed  to  the 
guard- room,  where  being  interrogated  if  he  com- 
mitted the  horrid  action,  he  boldly  anfwercd  in  the 
affirmative.     A  procefs  againft   him  war,  inftant- 
ly  commenced  at  Verfailles :  many  perfons,    fup- 
pofed  acceflaries  to  the  defign  upon  the  king's  life, 
were  lent  to  the  Baftile  -,  the  aflfaffin  himfelf  put  to 
the  torture,  and  the  moft  excruciating  torments  ap- 
plied, with  intention  to  extort  a  confeffion  of  the 
reafons  that  could  induce  him  to  fo  execrable  an 
attempt  upon  his  Ibvereigix     Incifions  were  made 
into  the  mufcular  parts  of  his  legs  arms,   and 
thighs,  into  which  boiling  oil  was  poured.    Every 
refinement  on  cruelty,  that  human  invention  could 
firggeft,    was    practifed   without   effect :     nothing 
could  overcome  his  obflinacy-,  and  his  filehce  was 
conftrued  into  a  preemption,   that  he  muft  have 
had  accomplices  in  the  plot.     To  render  his  pu- 
nifhment  more  public  and  confpicuous,    he  was 
removed  to  Paris,  there  to  undergo  a  repetition  of 
all  his  former  tortures,    with  fuch  additional  cir- 
cumftances  as  the  moft  fertile  and  cruel  difpofi- 
tions  could  devife  for  increafing   his  mifery  and 
torment.     Being  conducted  to  the  Concergerie,  an 
iron  bed,   which  likewife  ferved  for  a  chair,    was 
prepared  for  him,  and  to  this  he  was  fattened  with 
chains.      The  torture  again  was   applied,   and   a 
phyfician  ordered  to  attend,  to  fee  what  degree  of 
pain  he  could  fupport.     Nothing,  however,  mate'- 
t>4  rial 
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An.  1757.  rial  was  extorted;  for  what  he  one  moment  con* 
feffed,  he  recanted  the  next.  It  is  not  within  our 
province,  and  we  conlider  it  as  a  felicity,  to  relate 
all  the  circumftances  of  this  cruel  and  tragical 
event.  Sufficient  it  is,  that,  after  fuffering  the 
moil  exquifite  torments  that  human  nature  could 
invent,  or  man  fupport,  his  judges  thought  proper 
to  terminate  his  mifery  by  a  death  fhockirig  to  ima- 
gination, and  mameful  to  humanity.  On  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  March  he  was  conducted, 
amidft  a  vaft  concourfe  of  the  populace,  to  the 
Greve,  the  common  place  of  execution,  ilripped 
naked,  and  fattened  to  the  fcaffold  by  iron  gyves. 
One  of  his  hands  was  then  burnt  in  liquid  flaming 
fulphur  j  his  thighs,  legs,  and  arms  torn  with  red- 
hot  pinchers  •,  boiling  oil-,  melted  lead,  .rofm^  and 
fulphur,  were  poured  into  the  wounds ;  tight  liga- 
tures tied  round  his  limbs>  to  prepare  him  for  dif- 
memberment  j  young  and  vigorous  horfes  applied 
to  the  draught,  and  the  unhappy  criminal  pulled 
with  all  their  force  to  the  utmoft  extenfion  of  his 
finews  for  the  fpace  of  an  hour,  during  all  which 
time  he  preierved  his  fenfes  and  conftancy.  At 
length  the  phyfician  and  furgeon,  attending,  de- 
clared it  would  be  impoffible  to  accomplim  the  dif- 
memberment,  unltfs  the  tendons  were  feparated  : 
upon  which  orders  were  given  to  the  executioner 
to  cut  the  fmews  at  the  joints  of  the  arms  and 
legs.  The  horfes  drew  afrem ;  a  thigh  and  arm 
were  feparated,  and,  after  feveral  pulls,  the  unfor- 
tunate culprit  expired  under  the  extremity  of  pain, 
His  body  and  limbs  were  reduced  to  aflies  under 
the  fcaffbld;  his  father,  wife,  daughter,  and  family, 
banifhed  the  kingdom  for  ever;  the  name  of  Da-- 
2  mien 
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mien  effaced  and  obliterated,  and  the  innocent  in-  An.  1757. 
volved  in  the  punifhment  of  the  guilty. 

Thus  ended  the  cruel  procedure  againft  Damien 
and  his  family,  in  a  manner  not  very  favourable  to 
the  avowed  clemency  of  Lewis,  or  the  acknow- 
ledged humanity  of  the  French  nation.  It  ap- 
peared, from  undoubted  evidence,  and  inconteft- 
able  proofs,  that  the  attempt  on  the  king's  life 
was  the  refult  of  infanity,  and  a  diflurbed  imagina- 
tion. Several  inftances  of  a  difordered  mind  had 
before  been  obferved,  and  the  dettftation  juftly  due 
to  the  enormity  of  his  crime  ought  now  to  have  been 
abforbed  in  the  confideration  of  his  misfortune, 
the  greateft  that  can  befal  human  nature.  He 
was,  in  fad:,  rather  an  object  of  the  deepeft  com- 
panion, than  of  thofe  infernal  tortures;  in  applying 
which  they  feemed  to  forget  that  he  was  a  fellow- 
creature,  labouring  under  an  infirmity  dreadful  in 
itfelf,  unavoidable,  and  that  might  pofiibly  be  the 
lot  of  any  among  his  punifhers. 

Another  remarkable  event  in  France,    in  the  change 
beginning  of  this  year,  was  the  change  in  the  mi-  in  the 
niitry  of  that  nation,  by  the  removal  of  M.  de  Fr.C!l^1 
Machault,  keeper  of  the  feals,  from  the  poft  of  * 
fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  marine  •,  and  of  M.  d'Ar- 
genfon  from  that  of  fecretary  at  War  *.     Their 

dif- 

*  They  were  both  difmifTed  rightnefs  of  your  intentions, 
from  their  employments  on  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs 
the  third  ofFebruary,  but  with  obliges  me  to  demand  your 
very  different  marks  of  the  refignation  of  the  poft  of  fe- 
royal  difpleafure,  by  the  fol-  cretary  for  the  marine.  De- 
lowing  letters  from  the  king.  pend  flill  on  my  protection 
"~Monf.  Machault,  and  friendmip.  If  you  have 

"  Though  I  am  perfuaded  any  favours  to  ask  for  your 

of  your  probity,  and  the  up-  children,  you  may  do  it  at  all 

time*. 
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An.  1757.  difmiiTion  was  fudden  and  unexpected ;  nor  was 
any  particular  reafon  aftigned  for  this  very  unex- 
pected alteratioo. 

Several          About  the  fame  time,  forne  of  the  mod  fertile 
provinces   provinces  of  that  kingdom  were  grievouQy  defo- 

of  France    }  .   .  r     i       r  i  •    i     i      j  r  iT 

defolated  lated,  by  the  melting  of  the  inow  which  had  fallen 
t]e  in  the  winter.  The  fatal  effects  of  this  accident 
had  beejl  apprehended  long  before  the  thaw  hap- 
pened, and  every  poflible  precaution  had  been  taken 
to  guard  agatnft  them  :  but  the  calamities  which  en- 
fued,  exceeded  all  that  were  forefeen.  The  rich 
province  of  Artois,  in  particular,  fufFered  mod 
feverely.  The  rivers  every  where  fwelkd  with 
fuch  incredible  rapidity,  that  men,  women,  and 
children  were  carried  away  by  the  violence  of 
the  torrent :  the  valleys  were  immediately  over- 
flowed :  roads,  houfes,  churches,  bridges,  mills, 
all  mingled  in  one  promifcuous  ruin.  Cattle  of  all 
kinds  without  number  perimed,  and  the  corn-fields 
were  torn  up  and  ruined  :  in  mort,  nothing  was 
able  to  refill  this  dreadful  inundation,  attend- 
ed with  the  mod  ruinous  confequences  to  the  un- 
happy peaiant. 

JHis  majefty,  to  fhew  the  queen  of  Hungary 
how  judicioufly  fhe  had  acted  in  forming  an  alli- 
ance with  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  raifed  two  great 
armies  i  the  firft  of  which,  compofed  of  near 

times.     It  is  proper   that  you  "  Monf.  d'Argenfon, 

Jhonld  jftay  for  feme   time  at  "  Having  no  farther  occa- 

Arnonville.                     Louis.  ilon  for  your  fer vices,    I  order 

"  P.  S.     I  referve   to   you  you  to  refign  to  me  your  pofl 

your  penfion  of  twenty  thou-  cjf  fecretary  at  war,   and  your 

land   livrcs,   as   miniiler,  and  other  employment,  and  to  re- 

the  honours  of  keeper  of  the  tire  to  your  eitate  at  Ormes. 

fcak."  Louis." 

3  eighty 
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eighty  thoufand  men,  the  flower  of  the  French  An» 
troops,  with  a  large  train  of  artillery,  was  com- 
manded by  M.  d'Etre^s,  a  general  of  great  repu- 
tation ;  under  whom  ferved  M.  de  Contadcs,  M. 
Chevert,  and  the  count  de  St.  Germain,  all  officers 
of  high  character.  This  formidable  army  pafled 
the  Rhine  early  in  the  fpring,  and  marched  by 
Weftphalia,  in  order  to  invade  the  king  of  Pruffia's 
dominions,  in  quality  of  allies  to  the  Emprefs- 
queen,  and  guardians  of  the  liberties  of  the  Empire, 
and  with  no  other  intention,  as  was  pretended } 
but  in  reality  with  a  view  to  reduce  Hanover  alfo ; 
the  French  judging,  that  the  fame  blow  by  which 
they  hoped  to  crufh  the  king  of  Pruflia,  might 
Jikewife  force  his  Britannic  majefty  into  fome  con- 
ceffions  with  regard  to  America.  The  other  army 
of  the  French,  commanded  by  the  prince  de  Sou- 
bife,  was  deftined  to  ftrengthen  the  Imperial  army 
of  execution,  confiding  alfo  of  twenty-five  thou^ 
fand  men,  befrdes  fix  thoufand  Bavarians,  and  four 
thoufand  Wirtembergers.  But  before  thefe  troops 
under  Soubife  pafled  the  Rhine,  they  made  them- 
felves  mafters  of  feveral  places  belonging  to  the 
king  cf  Pruflia  upon  the  borders  of  the  Low- 
Countries  •,  whilft  a  detachment  from  d'Etrees*$ 
army  frized  upon  the  town  of  Embden,  and 
whatever  elfe  belonged  to  the  fame  monarch  in 
Eaft-Friefland. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  laft  campaign,  the  king  of 
Pruflia,  having  gained  a  confiderable  advantage 
over  thejmperialifts  under  the  command  of  mare- 
chal  Brown,  and  incorporated  into  his  own  troops 
a  great  part  of  the  Saxon  army  taken  prifoners  at 

Pir- 
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An.  1757.   Pirna*,  as  was  obferved  before,  retired  into  win- 
ter-quarters until  the  feaion  Ihould  permit  him  to 
improve  thefe  advantages.     His  majefty  and  mare- 
chal  Keith  wintered  in  Saxony,  having  their  canton- 
ments 


*  As  there  was  fomewhat 
very  particular  in  the  articles 
of  this  capitulation,  in  the  eafy 
indifference  with  which  the 
king  of  Pruffia  anfwered  the 
Saxon  general's  demands,  and 
in  the  compaffionate  regard 
which  he  teflified  even  for  his 
enemies,  they  are  worthy  the 
reader's  attention,  and  may 
help  to  reflect  light  on  the  cha- 
racter of  this  enterprifing  mo- 
narch. Thefe  articles  were  as 
follow : 

•"  I.  The  army  of  the  king 
of  Poland,  elector  of  Saxony, 
mall  furrender  to  the  king  of 
Pruffia  prifoners  of  war. — An- 
fwer.  If  the  king  will  give  me 
that  army,  'tis  needlefs  to  make 
them  prifoners  of  war. 

II.  The  generals,  foldiers, 
&c.  (hall  have  all  their  bag- 
gage and  cloathing. — All  that 
can  be  preferved  of  their  bag- 
gage lhall  be  faithfully  reftored 
to  them.  ' 

III.  His  Pruffian  majefty  is 
chiefly  requefted  to  caufe  the 
army  to  be  furnifhed  with  the 
necefiary  provifions  and  forage, 
and  that  he  will  be  pleafed  to 
give   proper   orders    for   this 
purpofe.  -  Granted,  and  rather 
to-day  than  to  morrow. 

IV.  The  generals,  com- 
mandants, and  all  perfons 
ranking  as  officers,  engage 
themfelves  in  writing,  riot  to 
bear  arms  againlt  his  majefty 


the  king  of  Pruffia  till  peace 
be  reftored;  and  they  mall  be 
left  at  liberty  to  ftay  in  Saxo- 
ny, or  to  retire  whitherfoever 
they  think  proper  -— -Thofe 
that  intend  to  enter  into  my 
fervice,  may,  from  this  very 
moment,  have  liberty  fo  to  do. 

V.  The  life-guards  and  gre- 
nadier-guards fhall  not  be  in- 
cluded in  the  firft  article;  and 
his  Pruffian    majefty  will    be 
pleafed  to  appoint  the  place  in 
the   electorate   of  Saxony,   or 
in   the   territories    depending 
thereon,  where   the  faid  two 
corps   mall   be  diftributed.— 
There  is  no  exception  to  be 
made;    becaufe   it   is  known 
that  the  king  of  Poland  did 
give  orders  for  thai  part  of  his 
troops  which  is    in   the  faid 
kingdom  to  join  the  Ruffians, 
and  to  march  for  this  purpofe 

.to  the  frontiers  of  Sileiia ;  and 
a  man  muft  be  a  fool  to  let 
troops  go  which  he  holds  faft, 
to  fee  them  make  head  againft 
him  a  fecond  time,  and  to  be 
obliged  to  take  them  prifoners 
again. 

VI.  The  generals  and  field- 
officers,   and  all  the  officers, 
mail   keep   their  fwords ;  but 
the  aims,  belts,  and  cartridges, 
both  of  the  fubalterns  and  fol- 
diers, horfe  and  dragoons,  &c. 
fhall  be  carried  to  the  caftle  of 
Konigftein,  together  with  the 
colours,  ftandards,  and  kettle- 
drums. 
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ments  between  Pirna  and  the  frontier  along  the  An»  1757- 
Kibe ;   and    marechal    Schwerin,    returning    into 
Silefia,    took   up  his   quarters   in  the   county  of 
Glatz. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Emprefs -queen  finding 
that  the  force  which  (he  had  fent  out  againft  the 


drums. —  Kettle-drums,  ftan- 
dards,  and  colours,  may  be  car- 
ried to  Konigftein ;  but  not 
the  arms,  no  more  than  the 
cannon  belonging  to  the  regi- 
ments, the  warlike  ftores,  and 
the  tents.  The  officers,  no 
doubt,  (hall  keep  their  fwords ; 
and  1  hope  that  fuch  of  them 
as  are  of  a  willing  mind,  will 
make  ufe  of  them  in  my  fer- 
vice. 

VJI.  The  fame  thing  mall 
take  place  with  regard  to  the 
field-artillery,  and  the  provi- 
fion-waggons.---Granted. 

VIII.  His  Pruflian  majeity 
fhall  give  aflurances,  that  no 
officer  or  foldier  fhall  be  oblig- 
ed againft  his  will  to  inliit 
in  his  army ;  and  that,  after 
peace  is  refiored,  they  mall 
be  all  fent  back  to  the  king 
of  Poland :  on  the  other 
hand,  his  Polifli  majefly  may 
not  refufe  difmiflion  to  the  ge- 
nerals, and  to  the  other  officers 
of  his  army,  who  may  engage 
in  any  other  fervice. — No  body 
need  trouble  his  head  about 
this.  No  general  fhall  be 
forced  to  ferve  againft  his  will : 
that's  fufiicient." 

The  oihcr  articles  were  nei- 
ther particularly  remarkable, 
nor  characterise  of  the  gene- 
rals who  figned  them:  where- 
fore we  (hall  only  add,  that 


the  Saxon  troops,  after  being 
incorporated  with  thofe  of 
Prufiia,  either  difliking  the 
feverity  of  the  Pruffian  dif- 
cipline,  which  they  had  not 
been  ufed  to,  or  from  a  defire 
of  rejoining  their  lawful  fove- 
reign,  deferred  in  great  num- 
bers. Among  others,  a  whale 
regiment,  being  ordered  to 
Berlin,  to  keep  garrifon  there 
during  the  war,  whilft  upon 
their  march  went  off  in  a  bo- 
dy, and  fled  into  Poland  by 
the  way  of  CrofTen,  from 
whence  they  were  followed  by 
a  battalion  of  another  Saxon 
regiment,  which  was  there  in 
garrifon:  upon  which  his Pruf- 
fian  majefty  broke  all  the  other 
Saxon  regiments  he  had  taken, 
and  feparated  them  into  fuch 
fmall  divifions,  as  to  have  no 
reafon  to  apprehend  their 
combination,  nor  to  dread 
their  being  remifs  in  their 
duty. 

When  the  queen  of  Poland 
was  informed  of  thefe  defer- 
tions,  ihe  exprefled  herdifap- 
probation  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms,  forefeeing  that  her  coun- 
try would  be  obliged  to  fur- 
nifh  other  troops  in  their  ftead; 
and  accordingly  the  magi- 
ftrates  were  ordered  to  raife 
fpeedily  four  thoufand  frelh 
recruits. 

king 
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An.  1757.   king  of  Prufiia  was  not  fufficient  to  prevent  his  de*- 
State  of      figns,   made  the  necefTary  requifitions  to  her  allies 
f^deraey"     *or  ^ie  auxi^a"es  tncv  had  engaged  to  furnim.  In 
againit       confluence  of   thefe   requifitions,    the   Czarina, 
l^fv'lnr     true  to  her  engagements,  difpatched  an   hundred 
and  thirty  thouiand  of  her  troops,  who  began  their 
inarch  in  the  month  of  November,  and  proceeded 
to  the  borders  of  Lithuania,    with  defign  particu- 
larly to  invade  the  Ducal  PrufTia,    whilft  a  ftrong 
fleet  v/as  equipped  in  the  Baltic  to  aid  the  opera- 
lions  of  this  numerous  army* 

The  Auftrian  army,  afierrrbled  in  Bohemia, 
amounted  to  upwards  of  a  hundred  thoufand  men, 
commanded  by  prince  Charles  of  Lorrain  and  mare- 
chal  Brown.  The  Swedes  had  not  yet  openly  de- 
clared themfelvts ;  but  it  was  well  known,  that 
tho'  their  king  was  allied  in  blood  and  inclination 
to  his  Pruflian  majefty,  yet  the  jealoufy  which  the 
fenate  of  Sweden  entertained  of  their  fovereign, 
and  the  hope  of  recovering  their  ancient  poffef- 
fions  in  Pomerania,  by  means  of  the  prefent  trou- 
bles, together  with  ,their  old  attachment  to  France* 
newly  cemented  by  intrigues  and  fubfidies,  would 
certainly  induce  thepi  to  join  in  the  general  con- 
federacy. The  duke  pf  -Mecklenbourg  took  the 
fame  party,  and  agreed  to  join  the  Swediih  army, 
when  it  mould  be  afTembledj  with  fix  thoufand 
men.  Befides  ail  thefe  preparations  againft  the 
king  of  PrufTia,  he  was,  in  his  quality  of  elector 
of  Brandenbourg,  put  under  the  ban  of  the  Em- 
pire by  the  aulic  council  ;  declared  deprived  of 
all  his  rights,  privileges,  and  prerogatives  ;  his 
fiefs  efcheated  into  the  exchequer  of  the  Em- 
pire -,  and  all  the  circles  accordingly  ordered  to 

fur- 
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furnim  their  -refpcftivc  contingencies  for  putting  An.  4757- 
this  fentence  in  execution. 

In  this  dangerous  fituation,  thus  menaced  on  all 
fides,  and  feemingly  on  the  very  brink  of  inevitable 
deftrudion,  thePruffian  monarch  owed  his  prefers 
lion  to  thofe  aftonifhing  abilities  wi:ich  will  render 
him  the  admiration  of  all  future  ages.  The  Ruffians, 
knowing  that  the  country  they  were  to  pals  through 
in  their  way  to  Lithuania,  would  not  be  able  to 
feed  their  prodigious  numbers,  had  taken  care  to 
furoifti  themfelves  with  provifions  for  their  march 
thither,   depending  upon  the  reiburces  they  ex- 
peded  to  find  in  Lithuania  after  their  arrival  there. 
Thefe  provifions  were  exhaufted  by  the  time  they 
reached  the  borders  of  that  province,   where  they 
found  rhemfelves  fuddcnly  and  unexpectedly  de- 
•ftitute  of  fubfiftence,   either  to  return  back  or  to  The  pro- 
proceed  forward  ;  the  king  of  Pruflia  having,  wich  fn^  R°f_ 
great  prudence  and  fore  fight,  fecured   plenty  to  fiansftopt. 
himfelf,  and  diftrefs  and  famine  to  his  enemies, 
by  buying  up  all  the  corn  and  forage  of  the  coun* 
try  which  theie  laft  were  entering*.      However, 
notwithftanJing  thefe  precautions,  his  Pruflian  ma-   Strict  at- 
jefby,  to  guard  as  much  as  could  be  againft  every  ^J^" 
pofTible  event,  fent  a  great  number  of  gunners  and  of  Pruflia- 
matrofies  from  Pomerania  to  Memel,  with  three 
regiments  of  his  troops,    to  reinforce  the  garrilbn 
of  that  place.     At  the  fame  time  he  gave  fuch  or- 
ders for  the  tranquility  of  Drefden,    that,   though 


*  This  is  the  reafon  which  fome  other  more  fecret  caufe,- 

~has  hitherto  been  publicly  af-  is  evident  from  the  difgrace  of 

•fignedforthcfuddenhaltofthe  the    great    chancellor,    count 

Ruffians  :    but  that  this  extra-  Beftucheff,  which  enfued  foon 

ordinary  event  rauft  have  had  after. 
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An.  1757.  it  was  the  capital  of  an  enemy's  country,  and  then 
the  head-quarters  of  an  enemy  to  that  country,  it 
enjoyed  the  utmoft  quiet ;  the  Pruflian  troops  be- 
having with  the  greateft  regularity,  and  the  king 
himfelf  immediately  redreffing,  in  perfon,  every 
grievance*  of  which  the  leaft  complaint  was 
made  f.  Leaving  nothing  to  others  but  the  ex- 
ecution of  his  commands,  he  examined  every 
thing  in  perfon.  In  fix  days,  he  vifited  all  the 
pofts  which  his  troops  poffefTed  in  Silefia,  gave 
the  necefTary  orders  for  their  fecurity,  and  went 
to  Neils,  where  he  fettled  with  marechal  Schwe- 
rin  the  general  plan  of  the  operations  of  the  ap- 
proaching campaign ;  and  particularly,  that  the 
marechars  army  in  Silefia,  which  confifted  of 
fifty  thoufand  men,  was  to  have  in  conftant  view 
the  motions  of  the  royal  army,  by  which  its 
own  were  to  be  regulated,  that  they  might  both 
act  in  concert,  as  circumilances  fhould  require. 
At  the  fame  time,  other  armies  were  aflembled  by 
the  king  of  Pruifia  in  Lufatia  and  Voigtland  ; 
twenty  thoufand  men  were  collected  at  Zwickaw, 
on  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia,  towards  Egra,  un- 
der the  command  of  prince  Maurice  of  Anhalt- 
Deflau ;  and  fixty  thoufand  chofen  troops  began 

t  Among  many  inftances  of  fion  of  it  for  themfelves.  The 
his  particular  attention,  we  burgher  immediately  prefented 
fhall  mention  only  the  follow-  a  itate  of  the  cafe,  in  writing, 
ing.  Ten  of  his  life-guards  to  the  king;  who,  in  five  mi- 
being  billeted  upon  a  burgher  nutes,  returned  it  with  this 
ofDrefden,  were  placed  in  the  anfwer,  written  with  his  own 
third  ilory,  which  they  refent-  hand  :  "  Potfdam  is  not  Dref- 
ed,  telling  the  man,  that  at  den;  Drefden  is  not  Potfdam  : 
Potfdam  they  were  always  my  troops  muft  be  fatisfied 
lodged  in  the  firft  floor  ;  and  with  a  third  llory,  where  bet- 
threatened  to  turn  him  out  of  ter  accommodations  are  not  to 
his  apartment,  and  take  poiTef-  be  had." 

their 
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their  march  towards  Great  Zeidlitz,  where  their  An.  1757: 
head-quarters  were  fettled.  In  the  mean  while, 
the  Auftrian  troops  began  to  form  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Saxony,  where  feme  of  their  detachme-nts 
appeared,  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  Pruffians* 
who  flill  continued  to  purfue  their  operations  with 
great  activity  and  reiolution. 

All  poffible  care  was  taken  by  the  Prufllans  at 
Drefden  to  fecure  a  retreat,  in  cafe  of  a  defeat. 
As  only  one  regiment  of  Prufllans  could  be  fpared 
to  remain  there  in  garrifon,  the  burghers  were 
di farmed,  their  arms  depofited  in  the  arfenal,  and 
a  detachment  was  polled  at  Konigftein,  to  oblige 
that  fortrefs  to  oblerve  a  ftrict  neutrality.  All  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  enemy  was  ftrictly  prohibited  $ 
and  it  having  been  difcovered  that  the  countefs  of 
Ogilvie,  one  of  the  queen's  maids  of  honour,  had 
difobeyedhis  majefty's  commands,  me  was  arrefted ; 
but,  on  the  queen's  inttrcefiion,  afterwards  re- 
leafed.  The  countefs  of  Bruhl,  lady  of  the  Sax- 
on prime  minifter,  was  alib  arrefted  by  his  Prufllan 
majefty's  order;  and,  on  her  making  light  of  her 
confinement,  a'nd  reiolving  to  fee  company,  fhe 
was  ordered  to  quit  the  court,  and  retire  from 
Saxony.  M,  Henwin,  the  French  minifter,  was 
told  that  his  prefence  was  unneceflary  at  Drefden  ; 
and  on  his  replying,  that  his  mafter  had  com- 
manded him  to  ftay,  he  was  again  defired  to  de- 
part i  on  which  he  thought  proper  to  obey.  The 
count  de  Waekerbath,  minifter  of  the  cabinet, 
and  grand  mafttr  of  the  houfhold  to  the  prince 
royal  of  Poland,  was  arrefted  and  conducted  to 
Cuftrin,  by  the  exprels  command  of  his  majefty. 
The  king  of  Prufiia,  having  thrown  two  bridges 

Numb.  12.  E  over 
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An.  1757.  over  the  Elbe  early  in  the  fpring,  ordered  the  fe- 
veral  diftrifts  of  the  electorate  of  Saxony  to  fup- 
ply  him  with  a  great  number  of  waggons,  each 
drawn  by  four  horfes.  The  circles  of  Mifnia  and 
Leipfic  were  enjoined  to  furnim  four  hundred 
each,  and  the  other  circles  in  proportion. 

Skir-  While  the  king  of  Pruffia  was  taking  thefe  mea- 

"ween^he   *"urcs    *n   Saxony,    two   ^irmi^es    happened    on 
Pruffians     the  frontiers   of   Bohemia,    between   his   troops 
andAuf-     an(^  tfa  Auftrians.     On  the  twentieth  of  Febru- 
the"ro^     ai7>   a  Docty  °f  fix  thoufand  Auftrians  furrounded 
tiers  of      the  little   town    of  Hirfchfeld    in    Upper  Lufa- 
Bohemia.    ^  gafrifone(}  by   a  battalion    of  Pruffian   foot. 
The  firft  attack  was  made  at  four  in  the  mom- 
ing,  on  two  redoubts  without  the   gates,    each 
of  which  was  defended  by  two  field-pieces  :    and 
though  the  Auftrians  were  feveral  times  repiilfed, 
they  atlaft  made  themfelves  matters  of  one  of  the 
redoubts,  and  carried  off  the  two  pieces  of  cannon. 
In  their  retreat  they  were  purfued  by  the  Pruffians, 
who  fell  upon  their  rear,  killed  fome,  and  took  many 
prifoners  :  this  affair  cod  the  Auftrians  at  leaft  five 
hundred  men.     About  a  fortnight  after,  the  prince 
of  Bevern  marched  out  o'f  Zittan,  with  a  body  of 
near  nine  thoufand  men,   in  order  to  deftroy  the 
*  remaining  ftrong  holds  pofleffed  by  the  Auftrians  on 
the  frontiers.  In  this  expedition  he  took  the  Auftrian 
magazine  at  Friedland  in  Bohemia,    conlifting  of 
nine  thoufand  facks  of  meal,  and  great  (lore  of 
ammunition  i  and,  after  making  himielf  mafter  of 
Reichenberg,   he  returned  to  Zittan.     The  van  of 
his  troops,  confiding  of  a  hundred  alrid  fifty  huf- 
fars  of  the  regiment  of  Putkammer,   met  a  body 
of  fix  hundred  Croats,  fuitained  by  two  hundred 
i  Auf- 
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Auftrian  dragoons  of  Bathiani,  at  their  entering  An«  *757* 
Bohemia;  and  immediately  fell  upon  them  fword  in 
hand,  killed  about  fifty,  took  thirty  horfes,  and  made 
"ten  dragoons  prifoners.  The  Prufiians,  it  is  faid, 
did  not  lofe  a  fingle  man  on  jhis  occafion ;  and 
two  foldiers  only  were  (lightly  wounded,  the  Auf- 
trians  having  made  but  a  flight  refiftance. 

Whatever  the  conduct  of  the  court  of  Vienna  Neutrali- 
might  have  been  to  the  allies  of  Great-Britain,  ftill,  ^fe^ 
however,  proper  regard  was  fhewn  to  the  fubjects  as  grand' 
of  this  crown  :  for  an  edict  was  publifhed  at  Florence,  ^f  of 
on  the  thirteenth  of  February,  wherein  his  Im- 
perial majefty,  as  grand  duke  of  Tufcany,  de- 
clared his  intention  of  obferving  the  moft  fcrupu-' 
lous  neutrality  in  the  then  fituation  of  affairs. 
All  the  ports  in  that  dutchy  were  accordingly 
enjoined  to  pay  ftrict  regard  to  this  declaration,  in 
all  cafes  relating  to  the  French  or  Englifh  (hips  in 
the  Mediterranean.  The  good  effects  of  this  in- 
junction foon  appeared  •,  for  two  prizes  taken  by  the 
Englifh  having  put  into  Porto  Ferraio,  the  cap- 
tains of  two  French  privateers  audacioufly  addreA 
fed  the  governor,  alledging  that  they  were  cap- 
tures of  a  pirate,  and  requefting  that  they  might 
be  obliged  to  put  to  fea  :  but  the  governor  pru- 
dently replied,  That  as  they  came  in  under 
Englifh  colours,  he  would  protect  them  ;  and 
forbid  the  privateers,  at  their  peril,  to  commit  any 
violence.  They,  however,  little  regarding  the  go- 
vernor's orders,  prepared  for  failing,  and  fent  their 
boats  to  cut  out  one  of  the  prizes.  The  captain 
firing  at  their  boats,  killed  one  of  their  men, 
which  alarming  the  centinels,  notice  was  fent  to 
E  ?  the 
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^n-  '757-   the  governor  ;  and  he,  in  confequence,  ordered  thfc 

Behaviour  two  P"vateers  immediately  to  depart. 

of  the  The  conduct,  of  the  Dutch  bore  a.  very  difFe- 

Dutch;      rent  afpect  :  it  was  tame,  pufillanimous,  and  cau- 

tious.    Whilft  his  Pruffian  majeily  was  employed 

on  the  fide  of  Bohemia  and  Saxony,  the  French 

auxiliaries  began  their  march  to  harrafs   his  de- 

fencelefs  territories  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 

Low  Countries.     A  free  paflage  was  demanded  of 

the  States  General  through  Namur  and  Maeilricht, 

for  the  provifions,  ammunition,  and  artillery  be- 

longing to  this  new  army  :   and  though  the  Eng- 

lifh  ambarTador  remonilrated  againft  their  com- 

pliance,  and  reprefented  it  as  a  breach  of  the  neu- 

who  grant  trality,  their  High  MightinerTes  declared  they  would 

^free^a!;  °^^erve'   7et'  a^"ter  f°me   hefitation,  the  demand 
fage  to      was  granted;   and  their  inability  to  prevent  the 

the  Low     pafTage  of  the  French  troops,  fhould  it  be  attempted 
Coun-          ur  iii-  ~      r         •  TO 

tries  -,         by  r°rce,  pleaded  in  excule  or  their  conduct. 

Scarce  had  the  French   army,  commanded  by 

the  prince  of  Soubife,  fet  foot   in  the  territories 

of  Juliers  and  Cologne,   when  they  found  them- 

where        felves  in  poflefTion  of  the  dutchy  of  Cleves  and 

polfeffion    ^e   county  of  Mark,  where  all  things  were  left 

of  feveral    open  to  them  -,  the  Pruflians,  who  evacuated  their 


Pofts'    takingtneir  route  along  the  river  Lippe, 
to  the        in  order   to  join  fome  regiments   from  Magde- 

Pruffi°f  *burSh'  who  were  fent  to  facilitate  their  retreat. 
-The  diftreffed  inhabitants,  thus  expofed  to  the  ca- 
lamities of  war,  from  an  unprovoked  enemy,  were 
initantly  ordered  to  furnifh  contributions,  forage, 
and  provifions,  for  the  ufe  of  their  invaders  ;  and, 
•what  was  ftill  more  terrifying  to  them,  the  partizaa 
cFifcher,  whole  cruelties^  during  the  laft  war,  they 
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flill  remembered  with  horror,  was  again  let  loofe  An-  *7*7*' 
upon  them  by  the  inhumanity  of  the  Emprefs- 
queen.     Wefel  was  immediately  occupied  by  the 
French :  Emmerick  and  Mafeyk  foon  ftiared  the 
fame  fate  •,  and  the  city  of  Gueldres  was  befieged, 
the  Pruffians  feeming  refolved  to  defend  this  laft 
place ;    to  which  end    they  opened   the   fluices, 
and  laid  the  country  round  under  water.     Thofe 
who  retreated,    filing  off    to  the   north-weft  of 
Paderborn,  entered  the  county  of  Ritberg,  the  pro- 
perty of  count  Kaunitz-Ritberg,  great  chancellor 
to   the  Emprefs-queen.     After  taking  his  caftle, 
in   which  they   found  thirty  pieces  of    cannon,, 
they  raifcd   contributions   in    the  diftricl:,    to  the 
amount  of  forty  thoufand  crowns.     As  the  Pruf- 
fians  retired,  the  French   took  pofTeflion  of  the 
country  they  quitted  in  the  name  of  the  Emprefs- 
queen,  whofe  commifTary  attended  them  for  that 
purpofe.     The  general  rendezvous  of  thefe  troops, 
under  the  prince  Soubife,  was  appointed  at  Neufs, 
in   the  electorate  of  Cologne,  where  a  large  body 
of  French  was  aflembled  by  the  firft  of  April. 

The  Auftrians,  in  their  turn,  were  not  idle. 
Marechal  Brown  vifited  the  fortifications  of  Brinn 
and  Koningratz  •,  reviewed  the  army  of  the  late 
prince  Picolomini,  now  under  the  command  of 
general  Serbelloni ;  and  put  his  own  army  in 
march  for  Koftlitz  on  the  Elbe,  where  he  propofed 
to  eftablifh  his  head-quarters. 

During  the  recefs  of  the  armies,  while  the  ri-   Deckra- 

gours  of  winter  forced  them  to  fufpend  their  hoftile   "on<?fthe 

,      ,  ,,  .  Czarina 

operations,    and  the   greatelt    preparations   were  againft 

making  to  open  the  campaign  with   all   pofiible   the  kin5 
vigour,    count    BeftuchefF,    great    chancellor   of  ( 
E  3 
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4n'J757*  Ruffia,  wrote  a  circular  letter  to  the  primate,  fena- 
tors,  and  minifters  of  the  republic  of  Poland,  fett- 
ing  forth,  "  That  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia  was  ex- 

,  tremely  affected  with  the  king  of  Poland's  diftrefs, 

which  Die  thought  could  not  but  excite  the  com- 
paflion  of  all  other  powers,  but  more  efpecially 
of  his  allies :  That  the  fatal  confequences  which 
might  refult  from  the  ram  ftep  taken  by .  the 
king  of  Pruflia,  not  only  with  refpect  to  the 
tranquillity  of  Europe  in  general,  but  of  each^ 
power  in  particular,  and  more  efpecially  of  the 
neighbouring  countries,  were  fo  evident,  that  the 
intereft  and  fafety  of  the  feveral  princes  rendered 
it  abfolutely  neceflary  they  fhould  make  it  a  com- 
mon caufe;  not  only  to  obtain  proper  fatisfaction 
for  thofe  courts  whofe  dominions  had  been  fo  un- 
juftly  attacked,  but  likewife  to  prefcribe  fuch 
bounds  to  the  king  of  Pruflia  as  might  fecure 
them  from  any  future  apprehenfions  from  fo  enter- 
prifing  and  reftlefs  a  neighbour :  That,  with  this 
view,  the  Emprefs  was  determined  to  aflift  the 
king  of  Poland  with  a  considerable  body  of  troops, 
which  were  actually  upon  their  march  f,  under  the 
command  of  general  Apraxin ;  and  that,  as  there 
would  be  an  abfolute  necefiity  for  their  marching 
through  part  of  the  territories  of  Poland,  her  Im- 
perial majefly  hoped  the  Republic  would  not  fail 
to  facilitate  their  march  as  much  as  poflible."  She 
farther  recommended  to  the  Republic,  to  take  fome 
falutary  meafuresfor  fruftrating  the  defigns  of  the 
king  of  Pruflia,  and  procuring  harmony  among 

f  This  letter  was  written      began    their    march    in  No- 
in  December;   and   the   Ruf-      vember. 
fians,  as  we  obferved  before,, 

themfelves, 
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themfdkes,  as  the  mod  conducive  meafure  to  thefe   An.  1757. 
good  purpofes.     In  this,  however,  the  Poles  were  , 

-      r        r  r   11         •  r  FaftlOllS 

io  far  from  following  her  advice,  that,  though  lure  inp0iand. 
of  being  facrifked  in  this  conteft,  which  fidefoever 
prevailed,  they  divided  into  parties,  with  no  lefs 
zeal,  than  if  they  had  as  much  to  hope  from  the 
prevalence  of  one  fide,  as  to  fear  from  that  of  the 
other.  Some  of  the  palatines  were  for  denying  a 
paflage  to  the  Ruffians,  and  others  were  for  afford- 
ing them  the  utmoft  affiftance  in  their  power. 
With  this  caufe  of  contention,  others  of  a  more 
private  nature  fatally  concurred,  by  means  of  a 
mifunderftanding  between  the  prince  Czartorin- 
fki  and  count  Mnifnec.  Almoft  every  inhabitant 
of  Warfaw  was  involved  in  the  quarreh  and  the 
violence  of  thefe  factions  was  fo  great,  that  fcarce 
a  night  pafled  without  bloodfhed,  many  dead  bo- 
dies, chiefly  Saxons,  being  found  in  the  ftreets 
every  morning. 

In  the  mean  time  Great  Britain,   unfettled  in  Fruitlefs 
her  miniftry  and  councils  at  home,  unfuccefsful  in  endea' 

.    .          .     .     ,    .  . .,  .  .  .    vours  of 

her   attempts  abroad,  judging  peace,  if  it   could  jheEng- 
be  obtained  on  juft  and  honourable  terms,  more   lift  to  re- 
eligible    than    a  continental   war,  propofed    fe-  ^  ^ 
veral  expedients  to  the  Emprefs-queen  for  reftor-  lit/  of 
ing  the  tranquillity  of  Germany  •,   but  her  anfwer  Germany 
was,   "  That,  whenever  fhe   perceived  that  the 
expedients    propofed  would    indemnify   the   ex- 
traordinary  expences   (he   incurred    in   her   own 
defence,  alib  the  heavy  lofles  fuftained  by  her  ally 
the  king  of  Poland,   and   afford  a  proper  fecu- 
rity  for  their  future  fafety,  fhe  would  be  ready  to 
give   the  fame  proofs   fhe  had  always  done  of 
E  4  her 
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An.  1757.  her  defire  to  reftore  peace  *,  but  it  could  not 
be  expected  (be  fhould  liften  to  expedients,  of 
which  the  king  of  Pruffia  was  to  reap  the  whole 
advantage,  after  having  begun  the  war,  and  wafted 
the  dominions  of  a  prince,  who  relied  for  -his  fecu- 
rity  upon  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  the  appearance 
of  a  harmony  between  them." 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  anfwer,  the  court  of 
London  made  feveral  propofals  to  the  Czarina, 
to  interpofe  as  mediatrix  between  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Berlin ;  but  they  were  rejected  with 
marks  of  difpl-afure  and  refentment :  and  upon  Sir 
Hanbury  Williams,  the  Britifli  ambafTador's  conti- 
nuing to  urge  his  folicitations  very  ftrongly,  and 
even  with  fome  hints  of  menaces,  an  anfwer  was  de- 
livered to  him,  by  order  of  the  Emprefs,  pur- 
porting, "  That  her  Imperial  majefly  was  aflonimed 
at  his  demand,  after  he  had  already  been  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  meafures  fhe  had  taken  to  effect 
a  reconciliation  between  the  courts  of  Vienna  and 
Berlin.  He  might  eafily  conceive,  as  matters 
were  then  fituated,  that  the  earneftnefs  with  which 
he  now  urged  the  fame  proportion,  muft  necef- 
farily  furprize  her  Imperial  majefty,  as  it  Ihevved 
but  little  regard  to  her  former  declaration.  The 
Emprefs,  therefore,  commanded  his  excellency 
to  be  told,  that  as  her  intentions  contained  in 
her  firft  anfwer  remained  abfolutely  invariable, 
no  ulterior  proportions  for  a  mediation  would 
be  liftened  to  ;  and  that  as  for  the  menaces 
made  ufe  of  by  his  excellency,  and  particularly, 
that  the  king  of  Pruffia  himfelf  would  foon  attack 
the  Ruffian  army,  fuch  threatninga  ferved  only 

to. 
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to  weaken  the  ambafiador's   propofals;    to  con-  An.  1757. 
firm  ftill  more,  were  it  pofiible,  the  Emprefs  in  her 
rdblutions ;  to  juftify  them  to  the  whole  world ; 
and   to  render  the  king  of  Prufila  more  blame- 
able." 

The  feafon  now  drawing  on  in  which  the  troops  The  king 
of  the  contending  powers  would  be  able  to  take  °fpru&a 
the  field,  and  the  alarming  progrefs  of  the  Ruffians  hernia, 
being  happily  ftopt,   his  Pruflian  majefty,   whofe 
wife  maxim  has  always  been  to  keep  the  feat  of 
war  as  far  as  pofllble  from  his  own  dominions,  re- 
folved  to  carry  it  into  Bohemia,  and  there  to  attack 
the  Auflrians  on  all  fides.     To  this  end  he  ordered 
his  armies  in  Saxony,  Mifnia,  Lufatia,  and  Silefia, 
to  enter  Bohemia  in  four  different  and  oppofite 
places,  nearly  at  the  fame  time.    The  firft  of  thefe 
he  commanded   in  perfon,   afiifted   by  marechal 
Keith  •,  the  fecond  was  led  by  prince  Maurice  of 
Anhak-Deflau  •,  the  third  by  prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunfwick -Severn  ;  and  the  fourth  by  marechal 
Schwerin.     In  confequence  of  this  plan,  marechal 
Schwerin's  army  entered  Bohemia,  on  the  eigh- 
teenth of  April,  in  five  columns,  at  as  many  dif- 
ferent places.     Their  dcfign  was  fo  well  concerted, 
that  the  Auftrians  had  not  the  leaft  fufpicion  of 
their  approach  till  they  were  pad  the  frontiers; 
and  then  they  filled  the  dangerous  defile  of  Gulder- 
Oelfe  with  Pandours,  to  difpute  that  pafiage  :    but 
they  were  no  Iboner  difcovered,  than  two  battalions 
of  PrufTian  grenadiers  attacked  them  with  their 
bayonets  fixed,  and  routed  them.     The  prince  of 
Anhalt  paffed  the  frontiers  from  Mifnia,  and  pene- 
trated into  Bohemia  on  {he  twenty- firft  of  April, 

without 
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An.  1757-  without    meeting    any    refiflance.      The    prince 
of  Bevern,  on  the  twentieth  of  the  fame  month, 
The          having  marched  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  the  army, 
Severn0'     wn*ch  was  in  Lufatia,  from  the  quarters  of  canton- 
defeats       ment  near  Zittau,  poflefTed  himfelf  immediately  of 
th.e  ^     the  firft  poft  on  the  frontier  of  Bohemia,  at  Krottau 
der  count    and  Grafenflein,  without  the  lofs  of  a  fingle  man  ; 
Konigfeg    drOve  away  the  enemy  the  fame  day  from  Kratzen, 
enberg.      ^nc^  proceeded  to  Machendorf,  near  Reichenberg, 
The  fame   morning  Putkammer's    huffars,  who 
formed  part  of  a  body,  commanded  by  a  colo- 
nel   and  major,   routed  fome    hundreds  of  the 
enemy's  cuiraffiers,  polled  before  Cohlin,  under 
the  conduct  of  prince  Lichrenftein,    took  three 
officers  and  upwards  of  fixty  horfe  priibners,  and 
fo  difperfed  the  reft,  that  they  were  fcarcely  able  to 
rally  neat  Kratzen.     Night  coming  on,   obliged 
the  troops  to  remain  in  the  open  air  till  the  next 
morning  •,  when,  at  break  of  day,   the  Pruffians 
marched  in  two  columns,  by  Habendorf,  towards 
the   enemy's  army,    amounting   to  twenty-eight 
thoufand  llrong,  commanded  by  count  Konigfeg, 
and  potted   near  Reichenberg,     As  foon  as  the 
lines  were   formed,   they  advanced  towards  the 
enemy's  cavalry,   ranged  in  three  lines  of  about 
thirty   fquadrons.      The    two    wings    were  fuf- 
tained  by  the  infantry,  which  was  polled  among 
felled  trees    and    intrenchments.     They   imme- 
diately cannonaded  the  enemy's  cavalry,  who  re^ 
ceived  it  with  refolution,  having  on   their   right 
hand    a    village,     and  on    their    left    a    wood, 
where  they  had  intrenched  themfelves.     But  the 
prince  of  Bevcrn  having  caufed  fifteen  fquadrons 

of 
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cf  dragoons  of  the  fecond  line  to  advance,  anddjje  &*•  *757 
wood  on  his  right  to  be  attacked  at  the  fame  time 
by  the  battalions  of  grenadiers  of  Kahlden  and  of 
Moellenviorff,  and  by  the  regiment  of  the  prince 
of  Pruffia,  his  dragoons,  who,  by  clearing  the 
ground,  and  pofieffing  the  intrenchments,  had 
their  flanks  covered,  intirely  routed  the  enemy's 
cavalry.  In  the  mean  time  colonel  Putkammer 
and  major  Schenield,  with  their  buffers,  thougk 
flanked  by  the  enemy's  artillery,  gave  the  Auf- 
trian  horfe- grenadiers  a  very  warm  reception  j. 
whilil  general  Leftewitz,  with  the  left  wing  of  the 
Pruffians,  attacked  the  redoubts  that  covered 
Reichenberg.  Though  there  were  many  defiles 
and  rifing-grounds  to  pafs,  which  were  all  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy,  yet  the  regiment  of  Darmftadt 
forced  the  redoubt,  and  put  to  flight  and  purfued 
the  enemy,  after  fome  difcharges  of  their  artillery 
and  fmall  arms,  from  one  eminence  to  another,  for 
the  di fiance  of  a  mile,  when  they  gave  over  the 
purfuit.  The  aclion  began  at  half  an  hour  after 
fix,  and  continued  till  eleven.  About  one  thou- 
fand  of  the  Auftrians  were  killed  and  wounded : 
among  the  former  were  general  Porporati  and  count 
Hohenfelds,  and  among  the  latter  prince  Lichten- 
flein  and  count  Mansfeld.  Twenty  of  their  offi- 
cers, and  four  hundred  foldiers,  were  taken  pri- 
foners  \  and  they  alfo  loft  three  ftandards.  On  the 
fide  of  the  Pruflians  feven  fubalterns  and  about  an 
hundred  men  were  killed,  and  fixteen  officers  and 
an  hundred  and  fifty  men  wounded.  All  the  Pruf- 
fian  commanders  fignalized  themfelves  extremely 
on  this  occafion  •,  and  the  duke  of  Bevern,  in  par- 
^icular,  increafed  the  reputation  he  had  acquired  the 

pre- 
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A«.  1757.  preceding  year  at  the  battle  of  Lowofitz,  by  exhi- 
biting frefh  proofs  of  his  fkill  and  courage. 

The  king  of  Pruflia,  on  receiving  the  news  of 
this  fuccefs,  addrefTed  himfelf  to  his  regiment  of 
guards  to  this  effect :  u  See,  my  boys,  •  a  moft 
happy  beginning !  The  prince  of  Severn  has  de- 
feated the  Auftrians  at  Reichenberg.  This  pro- 
nrifes  us,  that,  with  God's  affiftance,  we  fhall  have 
the  like  fuccefs."  To  which  the  regiment  an- 
fwered,  with  loud  huzzas,  "  Long  live  the  king, 
our  incomparable  fovereign !  "  which  was  imme- 
diately followed  by  the  united  acclamations  of  the 
reft  of  the  army. 

After  this  battle  marechal  Schwerin  joined  the 
prince  of  Bevern,  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  circle  of  Buntzlaii,  and  took  a  con- 
fiderable  magazine  from  the  Auftrians,  whom  he 
diflodged.  The  prince  of  Anhalt-DefTau,  with  his 
corps,  drew  near  the  king  of  Pruflia's  army  ;  after 
which  the  latter  advanced  as  far  as  Budin,  from 
whence  the  Auftrians,  who  had  an  advantageous 
camp  there,  retired  to  Weftwarn,  half  way  be- 
tween Budin  and  Prague ;  and  his  PaifTian  ma- 
jefty  having  palTed  the  Egra,  his  army  and  that  of 
marechal  Schwerin  were  fo  fituated  as  to  be  able 
to  act  jointly. 

The  king       Thefe  advantages  were  but  the  prelude  to  a 

gainst    mucn  more  decifive  victory,  which  the  king  him-, 

complete    felf  gained  a  few  days  after.     Preparing  to  enter 

over  The    Bohemia,  at  a<fcftance  from  any  of  the  corps  com- 

Auft'rians    manded  by  his  generals,  he  made  a  movement  as 

near          if  he  had  intended  to  march  towards  Egra.     The 

rague*      enemy,  deceived  by  this  feint,  and  imagining  he 

was  going  to  execute  fome  defigo,  diftinft  from 

the 
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the  object  of  his  other  armies,  detached  a  body 
of  twenty  thoufand  men  to  obferve  his  motions : 
whereupon  he  made  a  fudden  and  mafterly  move- 
ment to  the  left,  by  which  he  cut  off  all  commu- 
nication between  that  detachment  and  the  main 
army  of  the  Auilrians,  which,  having  been  rein- 
forced by  the  army  in  Moravia,  by  the  re- 
mains of  the  corps  lately  defeated  by  the  duke 
of  Bevern,  and  by  feveral  regiments  of  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Prague,  amounted  to  near  a  hundred  thou- 
fand men-,  ftrongly  intrenched  on  the  banks  of 
the  Moldaw,  to  the  north  of  Prague,  in  a  camp 
fo  fortified  by  every  advantage  of  nature,  and 
every  contrivance  of  art,  as  to  be  deemed  almoft 
impregnable.  The  left  wing  of  the  Auftrians, 
thus  fituated,  was  guarded  by  the  mountains  of 
Zifcka,  and  the  right  extended  as  far  as  Herboholi. 
Prince  Charles  of  Lorrain  and  marechal  Brown, 
who  commanded  them,  feemed  determined  to 
maintain  this  advantageous  poft  :  but  the  king  of 
Pruflia,  whofe  vivacity  overlooked  all  difficul- 
ties, having  thrown  feveral  bridges  over  the 
Moldaw  on  the  fifth  of  May,  pafled  that  river 
in  the  morning  of  the  fixth,  with  thirty  thou- 
fand men,  leaving  the  reft  of  the  army  under  the 
command  of  the  prince  of  Anhalt-DefTau  ;  and 
being  immediately  joined  by  the  troops  under  ma- 
rechal Schwerin  and  the  prince  of  Bevern,  re-. 
folved  to  attack  the  enemy  on  the  fame  day.  In  conr 
fequence  of  this  refolution,  his  army  filed  off  on 
the  left  by  Potfchernitz,  in  order  to  execute  this 
defign  j  and  at  the  fame  time  count  Brown  wheel- 
ed to  the  right,  to  avoid  being  flanked.  The 
Pruflians  continued  their  march  to  Bichwitz,  tra,- 
5  verfmgf 
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An.  1757,  verfing  feveral  defiles  and  morafies,  which  for  a 
little  while  feparated  the  infantry  from  ;he  reft  of 
the  army.  The  foot  began  the  attack  too  pre- 
cipitately, and  were  at  firit  repulfed  •,  but  they  ibon 
recovered  themfelves.  While  the- -king  of  Pruf- 
fia  took  the  enemy  in  flank,  marechal  Schwerin 
advanced  to  a  marfhy  ground,  which  fuddenly 
flopping  his  army,  threatened  to  difconcert  the 
whole  plan  of  operation  :  upon  this,  he  immedi- 
ately difmounted,  and  taking  the  ftandard  of  the 
regiment  in  his  hand,  boldly  entered  the  morafs, 
crying  out,  "  Let  all  brave  Prufllans  follow  me." 
Infpired  by  the  example  of  this  great  com- 
mander, now  eighty-two  years  of  age,  all  the 
troops  prefled  forward ;  and,  though  he  was  un- 
fortunately killed  by  the  firft  fire,  their  ardour 

Marechal    abated  not  till  they  had  totally  defeated  the  ene- 

Schwerin    my,     Tnus  feu  marecnal  Schwerin,  loaded  with 
killed  in  ,     .  .     r      '  .  t. 

the  battle.  7ears  and  glory  ;  an  officer  whole  fidelity,  intre- 
pidity, experience,  and  military  prudence,  had 
defervedly  gained  him  the  friendfhip  and  confi- 
dence of  his  royal  mafter.  Cool  intrepidity  in 
action,  a  quick  difcernment,  and  rapid  execution, 
were  the  diftinguifhing  characte fifties  of  this  com- 
mander. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Pruflian  infantry,  which 
had  been  feparated  in  the  march,  forming  them- 
felves afrefh,  renewed  the  attack  on  the  enemy's 
right,  and  intirely  broke  it  •,  while  their  cavalry, 
after  three  charges,  obliged  that  of  the  Auftrians 
to  retire  in  great  confufion,  the  center  being  at 
the  fame  time  totally  routed.  The  left  wing  of 
the  P  ruffians  then  marched  immediately  towards 
Micheley,  and  being  there  joined  by  the  horfe, 

re- 
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renewed  their  attack,  while  the  enemy  were  retreat-  An.  1757. 
ing  haftily  towards  Safzawa.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  troops  on  the  right  of  the  Pruflian  army, 
attacked  the  remains  of  the  left  wing  of  the  Auf- 
trians, and  made  themfelves  mafters  of  three  bat- 
teries. But  the  behaviour  of  the  infantry  in  the 
laft  attack  was  fo  fuccefsful,  as  to  leave  little  room 
for  this  part  of  the  cavalry  to  act.  Prince  Henry 
of  Pruffia,  and  the  prince  of  Bevern,  performed 
wonders,  making  themfelves  mafters  of  two  batte- 
ries ;  and  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwic  took  the 
left  wing  of  the  Auftrians  in  flank,  while  the 
king  with  his  left,  and  a  body  of  cavalry,  fecured 
the  paflage  of  the  Moldaw.  In  fhort,  after  a  very 
long  and  obflinate  engagement,  and  many  fignal 
examples  of  valour  on  both  fides,  the  Auftrians 
were  forced  to  abandon  the  field  of  battle,  leaving 
behind  fixty  pieces  of  cannon,  all  their  tents, 
baggage,  military  cheft,  and,  in  a  word,  their 
whole  camp.  The  weight  of  the  battle  fell  upon 
the  right  wing  of  the  Auftrians  •,  the  remains  of 
whom,  to  the  amount  of  ten  or  twelve  thoufand 
men,  fled  towards  Benefchau,  where  they  after- 
wards afiembled  under  M.  Pretlach,  general  of 
horic.  The  infantry  retired  towards  Prague,  and 
threw  themfelves  into  that  city,  with  their  com- 
manders, prince  Charles  of  Lorrain  and  marechal 
Brown  ;  but  they  were  much  harrafled  in  their  re- 
treat, by  a  detachment  of  the  Pruflians  under  ma- 
rechal Keith.  The  Pruflians  took,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  ten  ftandards,  and  upwards  of  four  thou- 
fand priibners,  thirty  of  whom  were  officers  of 
rank.  Their  lofs  amounted  to  about  two  thou- 
fand five  hundred  killed,  and  about  three  thoufand 

wound- 
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An.  1757;  wounded.  Among  the  former,  were  general 
d'Amftel,  the  prince  of  Holftein-Beck,  the  colo- 
nels Goltze  and  Manftein,  and  lieutenant-colonel 
.Roke.  Among  the  latter,  the  generals  Wenter- 
fiekl,  De  la  Mothe,  Feuque,  Hautcharmoy,  Blan- 
kenfee,  and  Plettenbcrg.  The  number  of  the 
killed  and  wounded  on  the  fide  of  the  Auftrians, 
was  much  greater.  Among  thefe  laft,  was  mare- 
chal  Brown,  who  received  a  wound,  which,  from 
the  chagrin  he  fuffered,  rather  than  from  its  own 
nature,  proved  mortal  fhortly  after. 

The    day  after  the  battle  colonel  Meyer  was 
detached  with  a  battalion  of  Pruffian  Pandours, 
and  four  hundred  huffars,    to  deflroy  a  very  con- 
fiderable  and  valuable  magazine  of  the  Auftrians 
at  Pilfen,  which  he  effected .    He  alfo  completed  the 
deftruction  of  feveral  others  of  lefs  importance ; 
,by  the  lofs  of  which,  however,    all  poHibility  of 
.fubfiftence  was  cut  oft,  from  any  fuccours  the  Auf- 
trians might  have  expefted  from  the  Empire. 
Prague  The  Pruflians,  following  their  blow,  immediate- 

inveiied.  jy  invefted  Prague  on  both  fides  of  the  river,  the 
king  commanding  en  one  fide,  and  marechal  Keith 
on  the  other.  In  four  days  the  whole  city  was 
furrounded  with  lines  and  intrenchments,  by  which 
all  communication  from  without  was  intirely  cut 
off:  and  befides,  prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  and 
marechal  Brown,  the  two  princes  of  Saxony,  the 
prince  of  Modena,  the  duke  d'Aremberg,  count 
Lacy,  and  feveral  other  perfons  of  great  diftinc- 
tion,  were  fhut  up  within  the  walls ;  together  with 
.about  forty  thoufand  of  the  Auftrian  army,  who 
had  taken  refuge  in  Prague  after  their  defeat. 

The 
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Every  thing   continued  quiet   on    both   fides;   An,  1757, 
fcarce  a  cannon-fhot  being  fired  by  either  for  fome 
time  after  this  blockade  was  formed ;    and  in  the 
mean  while  the  Prufiians  made  themielves  mafters 
of  Czifcaberg,    an  eminence  which  commands  the 
town,  where  the  Auftrians  had  a  ftrong  redoubt, 
continuing  likewiie  to  ftrengthen  their  works;    Al- 
ready they  had  fallied  out,  and  taken  fome  other  The  be- 
ineffectual  fteps  to  recover  this  poll;  but  a  more   ^^ 
decifive  ftroke  was  necefiary.     Accordingly  a  de-   vigorous 
fign  was  formed  of  attacking  the  PrufTian  army  in   felly* 
the  night  with  a  body  of  twelve  thoufand  men,  to 
be  fuftained  by  all  the  grenadiers,  volunteers,  Pan- 
dours,  and  Hungarian  infantry,  in  cafe  an  impref- 
fion  could  be  ,made  on  the  king's  lines.     It  was 
intended  to  open  a  way,  fword  in  hand,  through 
the  camp  of  the  befiegers,  and  to  eafe  Prague  of 
the  multitude  of  forces  locked  up  uftlefs  within 
the  walls,  ferving  only  to  confume  the  provifions 
cf  the  garrifon,   and  hurry  On  a  furrender.     Hap- 
pily a  deferter  gave  the  prince  of  Prufiia  intelli- 
gence of  the  enemy's  defign,  about  eleven  o'clock 
at  night.    Proper  meafures  were  immediately  taken 
for  their  reception,  and  in  lefs  than  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  the  whole  army  was  under  arms. 

This  defign  was  conducted  with  {&  much  filence, 
tliat,  though  the  Pruflians  were  warned  of  it,  they 
could  difcover  nothing  before  the  enemy  had 
charged  their  advanced  polls.  The  attack  was  be- 
gun on  the  fide  of  the  little  town,  againft  mara-* 
chal  Keith's  camp,  and  the  left  wing  of  the  Pruf- 
(ian  army  encamped  on  tli£  Moldaw.  From  hence 
it  is  probable  the  Auftrians  propofed  not  only  to 
deftroy  the  batteries  that  were  raifing,  but  to  at- 

Numb,  12,  F  tack 
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An.  1757.  tack  the  bridges  of  communication  which  thePruf- 
fi-ans  threw  over  the  Moldaw,  at  about  a  quarter  of 
a  German  mile  above  and  below  Prague,  at  Branick 
and  Podbaba. 

The  greatefl-  alarm  began  about  two  o'clock^- 
when  the  enemy  hoped  to  have  come  filehtly  and 
unexpectedly  upon  the  miners  ;  but  they  had  left 
work  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before.  At  the 
report  of  the  firft  piece  which  they  fired,  the  pi- 
quet of  the  third  battalion  of  Pruflian  guards-,  to  the 
number  of  an  hundred  men,  who  went  out  of  the 
camp  to  fu-ftain  the  body  which  covered  the  works, 
was  thrown  into  fome  eonfufion,  from  the  dark- 
nefs  of  the  night,  which  prevented  their  diftin- 
guiming  the  Auftrian  troops  from  their  own. 
Lieutenant  Jork,  detached  with  two  platoons  to  re- 
eonnokre  the  enemy,  attempted  to  difcover  their 
difpofition  by  kindling  a  fire.  Captain  Rodig,  by 
the  light  of  this  fire,  perceiving  the  enemy's  fitua- 
tion,  immediately  formed  the  defign  of  falling 
upon  them  in  flank,  and  gave  orders  to  his  men 
to  fire  in  platoons,  which  they  performed,  mu- 
tually repeating  the  fi-gnal  given  by  their  corn- 
But  arc  mander.  The  enemy  fled  with  the  greater  preci- 
wpulfed.  pitation,  as  they  were  ignorant  of  the  weaknefs 
of  the  piquet,  and  as  the  {homing  of  the  Pruflian' 
foldiers  made  them  miftake  it  for  a  numerous 
body.  Many  of  them  deierted,  many  took  melter 
in  Prague,  and  many  more  were  driven  into  the 
river,  and  drowned. 

.  At  the  fame  time  this  attack  began,  a  regi- 
ment of  horfe- grenadiers  fell  upon  a  redoubt 
which  the  Pruffians  had  thrown  up,  fupported  by 
the  Hungarian  infantry :  they  returned  three  times 
5  to 
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to  the  afiault,  and  were  as  often  beat  back  by  the  An.  1757- 
Pruilians,  whom  they  found  it  impofiible  to  dif- 
lodge ;  though  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick's 
battalion,  which  guarded  this  pod,  fufFered  ex- 
tremely. While  the  attack  was  making,  the  enemy 
kept  an  incefiant  fire  with  their  mufquetry  upon 
the  whole  front  of  the  Pruflians,  from  the  convent 
of  St.  Margaret  to  the  river. 

At  three  in  the  morning  the  Prufiians  quitted 
their  camp,  to  engage  the  enemy.  The  battalion 
of  Pannewitz  auacked  a  building  called  the  Red- 
houfe,  fituated  at  the  bottom  of  a  declivity  before 
Wellaftowitz.  The  Pandours,  who  had  taken  pof- 
feflion  of  this  houfe,  fired  upon  them  incefiantly 
from  all  the  doors  and  windows,  until  they  were  dif- 
Ichdged  -,  and  the  Pruffian  battalions  were  obliged 
to  fuftain  the  fire,  both  of  cannon  and  mufquetry, 
for  above  two  hours,  when  the  enemy  retired  to 
the  city,  except  the  Pandours,  who  again  took 
pofTcfiion  of  the  Redhoufe,  which  the  Prufiians 
were  forced  to  abandon,  becaufe  the  artillery  of 
Prague  kept  a'cominual  fire  upon  it  from  the  mo- 
ment it  was  known  to  be  in  their  hands.  The 
Auilfians  left  behind  them  many  dead  and  wound- 
ed, befides  defcrters  •,  and  the  Pruflians,  notwith- 
flanding  the  lois  oF  leveral  officers  and  private 
men,  made  fome  prifoners.  Prince  Ferdinand, 
the  king  of  Pruffia's  youngefl  brother,  had  a  horfe 
killed  under  him,  and  was  {lightly  wounded  in, 
the  face. 

The  Pruffian  works  being  completed,  and  hea- 

'  vy  artillery  arrived,  four  batteries,   ere&ed  on  the 

banks  of   the1  Moklaw,   began  to  play  with  great 

fury.    'Near  three  hundred  bombs,  befides  an  in- 

F  2  finity 
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An.  1757.   fiivity  of  ignited  balls,  were  thrown  into  the  city 
in  the  ipace  of  twenty-four  hours.     The  fcene  was 
Prague       lamentable  •,   houfes,  men,  and  horfcs,  wrapped  in 
bombard-    flameSj  ,and   rec}uced  to  afaes.      The   confufion 
within,   together  with  the  want  of  .proper  artillery 
and  ammunition,    obliged   the  Auftrians  'to  ceafe 
firing,   and  furnimed  his  Pruflian  majefty  with  all 
•  the 'opportunity  he  could  wifh  of  pouring  deftruc- 
tion  upon  this  unfortunate  city.     The  horrors  of 
war  feemed  to  have  extinguifhed  the  principles  of 
humanity.     No  regard  was  paid  to  the  diftrels  of 
the  inhabitants :  the  Auftrians  obftinately  main- 
tained poffefTion,   and  the  Pruffians  pradifed  every 
ftratagem,   every  barbarous  refinement,  that  con- 
ilitutes  the  military  art,  to  oblige  them  to  capitu- 
late.   After  the  conflagration  had  lafted  three  days, 
and  confumed  a  prodigious  number  of  buddings, 
the  principal   inhabitants,   burghers,    and  clergy ». 
perceiving  their  city  on  the  point  of  being  reduced 
to  a  heap  of  rubbifh,  and  laid  wholly  in  afhes,  be- 
fought  the  commander,   in  a  body,   to  hearken  to 
Brave  de-   terms .   but  he  was  deaf  to  the  voice  of  pity,   and, 
the°be-       inftead  of  being  moved  with  their  fupplications, 
fieged.        drove  out  twelve  thoufand  perfons,  the  lead  ufcful 
in  defending   the  city.     Thefe,   by  order  of  his 
PrufTmn  majefty,  were  again  forced   back  ^   which 
foon  produced  fo  great  a  fcarcity  of  provifion  witli- 
in  the  walls,  that  the  Auftrians  were  reduced  to  the 
necefllty  of  eating  horfe-flefh,   forty  horfes  being 
daily  diftributed  to  the  troops,  and  the  fame  food 
fold- at   four  pence    a  pound  to   the  inhabitants. 
However,   as  there  ftill  remained  great  abundance 
of  corn,  they  were  far  from  being  brought  to  the 
laft  extremity.     Two  vigorous  and  well  conducted 
3  fcl- 
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failles  were  made;  but  they  proved  unliccefsful.  An.  1757. 
The  only  advantage  rcfulting  from  them  was  the 
perpetual  alarm  in  which  they  kept  the  Prufllan 
camp,  and  the  vigilance  required  to  guard  againft 
the  attacks  of  a  numerous,  reiblure,  and  defperate 
garrifon. 

Whatever  difficulties  might  attend  the  conqueft 
of  Prague,  certain  it  is,  that  the  affairs  of  the  Km- 
prefs-queen  were  in  the  'mod  critical  and  defpente 
-fttuation.  Her  grand  army  difperfed  in  parties,  and 
flying  for  fubfiftence  in  fmall  corps  •,  their  princes 
and  commanders  cooped  up  in  Prague  •,   that  capi- 
tal in  imminent  danger  of  being  taken  ;   the  flou 
rifliing  kingdom  of  Bohemia  ready  to  fall  into  the' 
hands  of  the    conqueror ;   a  confiderable  army  on 
the  point  of  furrendering  prifoners  of  war ;   all  the 
queen's  hereditary  dominions  open  and  expoicd  ; 
.  the  whole  fertile  tracl:  of  country  from  Egra  to  the 
Moldaw,  in  the  actual  pofil'iTicn  of  the  Pruffians  •, 
the  diftance  to  the  archduchy  of  Auftria  not  very 
confiderable,  and  fecured  only  by  the  Danube  •,  Vi- 
enna under  the  utmoft  apprehenfions  of  a  fiege, 
and  the  Imperial  family  ready  to  take  refuge  in 
Hungary ;  the  PrufTian  forces  deemed  invincible, 
and  the  fanguine  friends  of  that  monarch  already 
fharingwith  him,  in  imagination,  the  fpoils  of  the 
ancient  and  illuilrious  houfe  of  Aullria.     Such  was 
the  afpeft  of  affairs,  and  fuch  the  difficulties  to  be 
combated,  when  Leopold,   count  Daun,  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  the  Auftrian  forces,  to  C°unt 
(tern  the  torrent  of  difgrace,  and  turn  the  fortune  of  takes  the 
the  war,   This  general,  tutored  by  long  expcrrimce,   command 
under  the  bed  officers   of  Europ.%  and  the  parti- 
cular  favourite    of  the    g-rtat   Kevenhuller,   was  army. 

F  3  now, 
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An.  1757.   now,  for  the  firft  time,  raifed  to  act  in   chief,  at 

•  the  head  of  an  army,  on  which  depended  the  fate 
of  Auilria,   and  the   empire.      Born  of  a  noble 

CJiarafter  family,  he  relied  iblelyupon  his  own  merit :  without 
general  forking  court-favour,  he  afpired  after  the  higheft 
preferment,  and  fucceeded  by  mere  dint  of  fupe- 
rior  worth.  His  progrefs  from  the-flation  of  afu- 
bakern  was  flow  and  filent :  his  promotion  to  the 
chief  command  was  received  with  univerfal  efteem 
and  applaufe.  Cautious,  fteady,  penetrating,  and 
fagacious,  he  was  oppofed  as  another  Fabius  to 
the  modern  Hannibal,  to  check  the  fire  and  vigour 
of  that  monarch,  by  flow  prudence  and  phlegmatic 
circumfpection.  Arriving  at  Boemifchbrod,  within 
a  few  miles  of  Prague,  the  day  after  the  late  defeat, 
he  halted  to  collect  the  fugitive  corps  and  broken 
remains  of  the  Auilrian  army,  and  foon  drew  toge- 
ther a  force  fo  confiderable,  as  to  attract  the  notice 
of  his  PrufTian  majefty,  who  detached  the  prince  of 
Bevern  with  twenty  battalions  and  thirty  fquadrons, 
to  attack  him  before  numbers  fliould  render  him 
formidable.  Daun  was  too  prudent  to  give  battle 
with  difpirited  fluttered  troops,  funk  with  difgrace* 
to  an  army  flufhed  with  victory.  He  retired  on  the 
firft  advice  that  the  PrufTians  were  advancing,  and 
took  poft  at  Kolin,  where  he  entrenched  himielf 
ftrongly,  opened  a  way  for  the  daily  fupply  of  re- 
cruks  fent  to  his  army, .  and  infpired  the  garrifoi> 
of  Prague  with  -frefh  courage,  in  expectation  of 
being  foon  relieved.  Here  he  kept  clofe  within 
his  camp,  divided  the  Pruflian  forces,  by  obliging 
the  king  to  employ  near  half  his  army  in  watching 

•  his  defigns,  weakened   his  efforts  againft  Prague, 
harrafTed  the  enemy  by  cutting  off  their  convoys, 

and 
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and  reftored,  by  degrees,  the  languifhing  and  al-  An.  1757. 
moft  deiponding  fpirits  of  his  troops.  Perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  ardor  and  ditcipline  of  the 
Pruffian  troops,  with  the  enterprifing  and  impetu- 
ous difpofition  of  that  monarch,  and,  fcnfible  that 
his  fituation  would  prove  irkfome  and  embarraffing 
to  the  enemy,  he  improved  it  to  the  beft  advantage, 
feemed  to  forefee  all  the  confequences,  and  directed 
every  meafure  to  produce  them.  Thus  he  retarded 
the  enemy's  operations,  and  affiduoufly  avoided 
precipitating  an  action,  until  the  Pruffian  vigour 
mould  be  exhaufted,  their  ftrength  impaired  by 
lofies  and  defertion,  the  firft  fire  and  ardor  of 
their  genius  extinguimed  by  continual  fatigue  and 
inceflfant  alarms,  and  the  imprefTion  made  on  his 
own  men,  by  the  late  defeat,  in  fome  degree  effaced. 
The  event  juftified  Daun's  conduct.  His  army 
grew  every  day  more  numerous,  while  his  Pruffian 
majefty  began  to  exprefs  the  utmoft  impatience  at 
the  length  of  the  fiege.  When  that  monarch  firft 
invefted  Prague,  it  was  on  the  prefumption  that 
the  numerous-  forces  within  the,  walls  would,  by 
conftiming  all  the  provifion,  oblige  it  to  furrender 
in  a  few  days  ;  but  perceiving  that  the  Auftrians 
had  ftill  a  confiderable  quantity  of  corn,  that  count 
Daun's  army  was  daily  encreafing,  and  would  foon 
be  powerful  enough,  not  only  to  cope  with  the  de- 
tachment under  the  prince  of  Bevern,  but  in  a  con- 
dition to  raife  the  fiege,  he  determined  to  give  the 
count  battle  with  one  part  of  his  army,  while  he  kept 
Prague  blocked  up  with  the  other.  The  Auftrians 
amounted  now  to  fixty  thoufand  men,  were  deeply 
entrenched,  and  defended  by  a  fine  and  prodigious 
(rain  of  artillery,  placed  on  redoubts  and  batteries 
F* 
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An.  1757.  erected  on  the  mod  advantageous  pofts.  Every 
acceffible  part  of  the  camp  was  fortified  with  lines 
and  heavy  pieces  of  battering  cannon,  and  the  foot 
of  the  hills  fecured  by  difficult  defiles.  Yet  ftrong 
as  this  fituation  might  appear,  formidable  as  the 
Auftrian  forces  certainly  were,  his  PrufTian  majefty 
undertook  to  diflodge  them  with  a  body  of  horfe 
and  foot,  not  exceeding  thirty-two  thouiand  men. 
On  the  thirteenth  day  of  June  he  quitted  the  camp 
before  Prague,  efcorted  by  a  few  battalions  and 
iquadrons,  with  which  he  joined  the  prince  of  Be- 
yern  at  Milkowitz.  Marechal  Keith,  it  isfaid,  ftre- 
nuoufly  oppofed  this  meafure,  and  advifed  either 
raifing  the  fiege  intirely,  and  attacking  the  Auftrians 
with  the  united  forces  of  Pruffia,  or  poftponing 
the  attack  ©n  the  camp  at  Kolin,  until  his  majefty 
fhould  either  gain  pofTefiion  of  the  city,  or  ibme 
attempts  mould  be  made  to  oblige  him  to  quit  his 
pofts.  From  either  meafure  an  advantage  would 
refult.  With  his  whole  army  he  might  probably 
have  defeated  count  Daun,  or  at  leaft  have  obliged 
him  to  retreat.  Had  he  continued  within  his  lines 
at  Prague,  the  Auftrian  general  could  not  have 
conftrained  him  to  raife  the  fiege,  without  lofmg 
his  own  advantageous  lunation,  and  giving  battle 
upon  terms  nearly  equal.  But  the  king,  elated 
withfuccefs,  impetuous  in  his  valour,  and  confident 
of  the  fuperiority  of  his  own  troops  in  point  of  dilci- 
pline,  thought  all  refinance  muft  fink  under  the 
weight  of  his  victorious  arm,  and  yield  to  that  cou- 
rage which  had  already  furmounted  fuch  difficulties, 
Jfhpruffif  $ifregarded  the  marechal's  fagecoiinfei,and  marched 
advances  "P  to  the  attack  undaunted,  and  even  allured  of  fuc- 
againft  Cefs.  By  the  eighteenth  the  two  armies  were  in 
hlm"  fight ; 
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fight-,  and  his  majefty  found,  that  count  Daun  had   An-  "757- 

not  only  fortified  his  camp  with  all  the  heavy  can- 

non of  Olmutz,  but  was  ftrongly  reinforced  with 

troops  from  Moravia  and  Auftria,  which  had  joined 

him  fubfequent  to  the  king's  departure  from  Prague. 

He  found  the   Auftrians  drawn  up  in  three  lines 

upon  the  high  grounds  between  Geniitz  and  St. 

John  the  Baptift.     Difficult  as  it  was  to  approach 

their  fuuation,  the  Prufftan   infantry  marched  up   Tlie  bat- 

with  firmnefs,  while  fhot  was  poured  like  hail  from 


or 


the  enemy's  batteries,  and  began  the  attack  Kaurzim. 
about  three  in  the  afternoon.  They  drove  the 
Auftrians  with  irrefiflible  intrepidity  from  two 
eminences  fecured  with  heavy  cannon,  and  two 
villages  defended  by  feveral  battalions;  but, 
in  attacking  the  third  eminence,  were  flanked 
by  the  Auftrian  cavalry,  by  grape-fhot  poured 
from  the  batteries  -9  and,  after  a  violent  con- 
flid,  and  prodigious  lofs  of  men,  put  into  dif- 
order. 

Animated  with  the  king's  prerence,  they  ral- 
lied, and  returned  with  redoubled  ardour  to  the 
charge  ^  but  were  a  fecond  time  repulfed.  For 
feven  times  fucceflively  did  prince  Ferdinand  renew 
the  attack,  performing  every  duty  of  a  great  ge- 
neral and  valiant  foldier,  tho'  always  with  the  fame 
fortune.  The  inferiority  of  thePrufllan  infantry,  the 
di&dvantages  of  ground,  where  the  cavalry  could 
not  act,  the  advantageous  fuuation  of  the  enemy, 
their  numerous  artillery,  their  intrenchments,  num- 
bers, and  obftinacy,  joined  to  the  (kill  and  conduft 
of  their  general,  all  confpired  to  defeat  the  hopes  of 
the  Pruflians,  to  furnount  their  valour,  and  oblige 
them  to  retreat.  The  king  then  made  a  laft  and 

furious 
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Aa*  17S7'  furious  effort,  at  the  head  of  the  cavalry,  on  the 
enemy's  left  wing  •,  but  with  as  little  fnccefs  as  all 
the  former  attacks.  Every  effort  was  made,  and 
every  attempt  was  productive  only  of  greater  loffes 
and  misfortunes.  At  laft,  after  expofmg  his  per- 
fon  in  the  moft  perilous  fituations,  after  perform- 
ing all  that  could  be  expected  from  valour  tutored 
by  conduct,  and  a  foul  infpired  with  that  noble  ar- 
dour which  braves  dangers,  grafps  at  victory,  and 
fpurns  difficulty,  his  Pruffian  majefly  drew  off  his 
ThePruf-  forces  from  the  field  of  battle,  retiring  in  fuch 
f  aled  C  g°°d  order,  in  fight  of  the  enemy,  as  prevented  a 
purfuit,  or  the  lofs  of  his  artillery  and  baggage.  Al- 
moft  all  the  officers  on  either  fide  diftinguifhed 
themfelves;  and  count  Daun,  whofe  conduct  emu- 
lated that  of  his  Pruffian  majefly,  received  two 
flight  wounds,  and  had  a  horfe  killed  under  him. 
The  loffes  of  both  armies  were  very  confiderable  : 
on  that  of  the  Pruffians,  the  killed  and  wounded 
amounted  to  eight  thoufand  \  lefs  pernicious,  how- 
ever, to  his  majefty's  caufe  than  the  frequent  de- 
fertions,  and  other  innumerable  ill  confequences 
that  enfued. 

When  the  Pruffian  army  arrived  at  Nimburg, 
his  majefty,  leaving  the  command  with  the  prince 
of  Btvern,  took  frelh  horfes,  and,  efcorted  by  twelve 
or  fourteen  huffars,  fet  out  for  Prague,  where  he 
arrived  next  morning  without  halting,  after  having 
been  the  whole  preceding  day  on  horfeback,  and 
leading  every  attack.  Immediately  he  gave  orders 

Tfhpra6ue  f<0r  fendin£  oif  a11  his  artillery5  ammunition,   and 
raifed!8U     ^aggage  i  which  was  executed  with  fo  much  expe- 
dition, that  the  tents  were  ftruck,  and  the  army  on 

their 
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their  march,  before  the  garrifon  were  informed  of  An.  1757. 
the  king's  defeat. 

Thus  terminated  the  battle  of  Kolin  and  fiegc 
of  Prague,  in  which  the  acknowledged  errors  of 
his  Pruffian  majefty  were  more  than  ballanced  by 
the  intrepidity  of  his  conduct,  and  the  candour 
with  which  he  owned  his  miftake,  both  in  a  letter 
to  the  Earl  Marechal  -f- ,  and  in  converfation  with  fe- 
veral  of  his  general  officers.  Moft  people,  indeed, 
imagined  the  king  highly  biameable  for  checking 
the  ardour  of  his  troops,  to  ftop  and  lay  fiege  to 
Prague.  They  would  have  had  him  to  purfue  his 


f  "   The  Imperial    grena- 
diers, fays  he,  are  an  admirable 
corps :     one  hundred  compa- 
nies defended  a  riilng  ground, 
which  my  befl  infantry  could 
not    carry.      Ferdinand,  who 
commanded  them,  returned  fe- 
ven  times  to  the  charge;  but 
to   no   purpofe.       At  firft  he 
mattered  a  battery,   but  could 
not  hold  it.     The  enemy  had 
the  advantage  of  a  numerous 
and  wcll-ferved   artillery.     It 
did    honour    to   J-ichtenftein, 
who  had  the  direction.     Only 
the  Pruffian  army  can  difpute 
it  with  him.    My  infantry  were 
too  few.     All  my  cavalry  were 
prefent,    and   idle    fpe&ators, 
excepting  a  bold  puih  by  my 
houftiold  troops  and  fome  dra- 
goons.      Ferdinand    attacked 
without  powder;   the  enemy, 
in  return,  were  not  fparing  of 
theirs.     They  had  the  advan- 
tage of  a  rifmg  ground,  of  in- 
trer.chments>  and  of  a  prodigi- 
ous artillery.     Several  of  my 
regiments   were   repulfed   by 


their  mufquetry.  Henry  per- 
formed wonders.  I  tremble 
for  my  worthy  brothers :  they 
are  too  brave.  Fortune  turn- 
ed her  back  on  me  this  day. 
1  ought  to  have  expected  it : 
{he  is  a  female,  and  I  am  no  , 
gallnnt.  In  faft,  I  ought  to 

have  had   more   infantry. 

Succefs,  my  dear  lord,  often 
occafions  a  deftrudlive  confi- 
dence. Twenty-four  batta- 
lions were  not  fufficient  to  dif- 
lodge  fixty  thoufand'men  from 
an  advantageous  poft.  Another 
time  we  will  do  better. — What 
fay  you  of  this  league,  which 
has  only  the  marquis  of  Bran- 
denbourg  for  its  object?  The 
great  Elector  would  be  fur-, 
prifed  to  fee  his  grandfon  at 
war  with  the  Ruffians,  the 
Auftrians,  almoft  all  Germa- 
ny, and  an  hundred  thoufand 
French  auxiliaries.— -I  knew 
not  whether  it  will  be  difgrace 
in  me  to  fubmit;  but  I  am 
fure  there  will  be  no  glory  iq 
vancjuiihing  me." 

con* 
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An.  1757.  conqueils,  over-run  Auftria,  Moravia,  and  all  the 
hereditary  dominions,  from  which  alone  the  Em- 
prefs-queen  could  draw  ipeedy  fuccours.  A  body 
of  twenty  or  thirty  thoufand  men  would  have 
blocked  up  Prague,  while  the  remainder  of  the 
Pruffian  forces  might  have  obliged  the  Imperial 
family  to  retire  from  Vienna,  and  effectually  pre- 
vented count  Daun  from  afTembling  another  army. 
It  was  univerfally  expected  he  would  have  bent 
his  march  ilrait  to  this  capital ;  but  he  dreaded 
leaving  the  numerous  army  in  Prague  behind  ;  and 
it  was  of  great  importance  to  complete  the  con- 
queft  of  Bohemia.  With  refpect  to  the  attack  at 
Kolin,  hjs  majefly  himfelf  has  generoufly  given  up 
that  meafure ;  and  to  this  alone,  perhaps,  are  we 
to  attribute  the  fubfequent  misfortunes,  and  the 
duration  of  the  war.  However,  we  mall  not  ven- 
ture to  refledr.  upon  operations  in  which  it  would 
be  prefumption  in  us  to  decide. 

The  prince  of  Pruffia  marched  all  night 
with  his  corps  to  Nimburg,  where  -he  joined 
the  prince  of  Bevern  ;  and  marechal  Keith  re- 
treated the  next  day,  when,  marechal  Brown 
having  died  before  of  the  wounds  he  received 
on  the  fixth  of  May,  prince  Charles  of  Lorrain 
fallied  out  with  a  large  body  of  the  Auftrians* 
and  attacked  the  rear  of  the  PrufTians  -,  but  did 
no  farther  mifchief  than  killing  about  two  hun- 
dred of  their  men. 

The  fiege  of  Prague  being  thus  raifed,  the  im- 
prifoncd  Auilrians  received  their  deliverer,  count 

The  king  Daun,  with  inexpreflible  joy;  and  their  united 
forces  became  greatly  fuperior  to  thofe  of  the  king 

Bohemia,    of  Pruffia,  who.was  in  a  men  time  obliged  to  eva- 
cuate 
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cuate  Bohemia,  and  take  refuge  in  Saxony.  The  Ao«  •757- 
Auftrians  harrafled  him  as  much  as  poflible  in  his 
retreat :  but  their  armies,  though  fuperior  in  num- 
bers, were  not  in  a  condition,  from  their  late  fuf- 
ferings,  to  make  any  dccifive  attempt  upon  him, 
as  the  frontiers  of  Saxony  abound  with  fituations 
eafily  defended. 

The  lofs  of  this  battle  was  fucceeded  by  a  ftill 
more  affecting  misfortune :  the  death  of  a  mother, 
whofe  maternal  tendernefs  was  fuch  as  gave  an  ad- 
ditional ftroke,  which  his  Pruffian  majefty  was  not 
prepared  to  receive. 

The  rapidity  of  the  Pruffian  conquefts  being  thus 
checked,  we  mail  now  fee  the  war  confined  not  to 
one  part  of  Germany  only,  but  the  whole  become  a 
fcheme  of  confufion,  devaftation,  and  bloodfhed. 

To  guard    againil    the   ftorm  which   menaced   P«para- 
Hanover   in    particular,   orders  were   tranfmitted  ^S^e. 
thither  to  recruit  the  troops  that  had   been  fent  fence  of 
back    from    England,    to    augment    each    com-    Hanover. 
pany,  to   remount  the  cavalry  with   the   utmoft 
expedition  •,    not  to  fuffer  any  horfes  to  be  con- 
veyed out  of  the  electorate  ;    to  furnifli  the  ma- 
gazines  in  that  country  with  all  things  necefiary 
for  fifty  thoufand  men,  of  which  twenty-fix  thou- 
fand  were  to  be  Hanoverians,  and,  in  confequence 
of  engagements  entered   into  for  that  purpofe, 
twelve  thoufand   Heflians,     fix    thoufand   Brunfc 
wickers,  two  thoufand  Saxe-Gothans,  and  a  thou- 
fand Lunenburgers,    to  be  joined  by  a  confider- 
able    body   of   Pruffians,    and   the   whole   com- 
manded by  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  Cum- 
berland.    But   the  jufVce  of  his   Britannic   ma- 
jefty,    though    he    faw    his   German   dominions 

threat- 
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JI.  1757.  threatened  by  the  actual  march  of  a  powerful 
French  army  towards  its  frontiers,  would  not  per- 
mit him  to  march  an  army  into  the  field  before  he 
hadpublifhed  to  the  world  the  jufl  motives  that  had 
compelled  him  to  oppole  force  by  force,  and  to  de* 
fend  himfelf  againft  the  invafion  of  his  enemies  by 
every  means  which  God  had  put  in  his  power*. 
The  declaration,  or  manifefto,  which  his  majefty 
caufcd  to  be  publifhed  on  this  occafion  was  as  fol- 
lows :  -"  His 


*  Both  his  Britannic  majef- 
ty, as  elector  of  Hanover,  and 
the  king  of  Pruffia,  had  be- 
fore, by  their  minifters,  pre- 
fented  memorials  to  the  dyet 
of  the  Empire,  claiming  the 
protection  of  the  Empire  a- 
gainft  the  invafion  of  the 
French :  but  as  the  dyet  had 
already,  by  a  majority  of  votes, 
declared  itfelf  againft  the  king 
of  Pruffia,  no  effeci  could  be 
expected  from  thefe  memo- 
rials ;  for  by  that  vote  the  fe- 
veral  circles  of  the  Empire 
were  obliged  to  fend  their  re- 
fpeftive  contingents  to  the  r,f- 
ftftance  of  the  Emprefs-queen, 
for  which  purpofe  they  were 
all  raifing  troops,  who  were 
more  likely  tc  join  with  the 
French  than  to  appear  againft 
them.  However,  thefe  con- 
tingents were  furnimed  very 
flowly,  and  with  manifeft  re- 
luclance;  and  it  was  ftill  fup- 
pofed  that  many  of  the  princes 
of  the  Empire  would  declare 
themfelves  neutral,  as  the  elec- 
tor of  Bavaria  had  already  ex- 
prefly  done :  and  to  induce 
them  the  more  readily  fo  to 
do,  the  king  of  Pruffia  fent  a 


body  of  his  troops,  under  co- 
lonel Meyer,  into  Franconia, 
where  they  advanced  as  far  as 
Nuremberg*  and  threatened  to 
raife  contributions  upon  all 
fuch  as  fhould  refufe  to  declare 
themfelves  neutral. 

On  the  other  hand,  the 
French  minirler  had  alfo,  oa 
the  twentieth  of  April,  prefent- 
ed  to  the  dyet  a  declaration, 
dated  the  twentieth  of  March, 
wherein  his  mailer  gave  his 
reafons  for  fending  his  armies 
into  the  Empire  ;  and,  among 
other  things,  fet  forth,  That, 
'in  order  to  prevent  the  war 
from  fpreading  in  the  Empire, 
he  had  facrificed  his  defire  of 
a  jufl:  revenge,  and  confented 
that  the  Emprefs-queen  mould 
make  an  offer  of  a  convention 
of  neutrality,  in  his  name,  for 
the  dominions  which  the  king 
of  England  pofTefTes  in  Germa- 
ny. And,  by  way  of  fupple- 
ment  to  this  declaration,  the 
Emprefs-queen  communicated 
to  feveral  courts,  with  whom 
fhe  was  in  friendship,  the  con- 
ditions that  were  propofed  for 
bringing  about  a  neutrality  in 
favour  of  the  eledorate  of  Ha- 
nover. 
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"  His  Britannic  majefty,  elector  of  Brunfwick-   An.  1757. 
Lunenburg,  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  prevent   Declara- 
the  war  which  has  arifen  between  him,  as  king  of  $££[* 
Great  Britain,  and  the  crown  of  France,  and  to  majefty, 
accommodate  in  an  amicable   manner  the  diffe-  JJJ^f 
rences  which  occafioned  it.     When  thefe  endca-  ver. 
vours  were  found  to  be  ineffectual,  he  flill  laboured 
to  keep  the  war,  which  he  could  not  prevent, 
within  narrow  bounds,  that  it  might  not  interrupt 
the   tranquillity  of  .  his  dominions   in  Germany, 
much  lefs  the  other  ftates  of  Europe,  who  had  no 
concern  in  the  quarrel. 

"  In  confequence  of  this  difpofition,  and  be- 
caufe,  in  the  autumn  of  one  thoufand  feven  hua- 
dred  and  fifty-five,  it  was  become  more  probable 
than  ever  that  France,  to  revenge  the  fuppofed  in- 
juries me  pretended  to  have  received  from  his  Bri- 
tannic majefty,  would  attack  his  dominions  in  Ger- 
many ;  his  majefty,  in  the  beginning  of  the  follow- 
never .   According  to  the  over-     rage,  and  waggons,  they  mould 
jtures  made  on  this  head,  the/    want  in  the  country:  befides 
;  king  of  Great  Britain,  in  his      which  they  were  to  be  allowed 
'  electoral  capacity,  would  have      to  eftablifh  magazines  and  hof- 
;  been  confidered  as  having  no      pitals  in  certain  parts  of  the 
{  concern    in   the   prefent  war.      electorate.    The  town  of  Ha- 
His  troops,   and  thofe  of  the      melen  was  to  be  put  into  the 
princes  allied  to  him,  were  not      hands  of  the  Emprefs,  or  OHC 
to   aft    againft  the    troops  of     of  her  allies,  asadepofit;  or 
the  Emprefs- queen  aad  her  al-      into  the  hands  of  the  empreft 
I  lies.     He  was  likewife  to  en-      of  Ruflia,  or  of  the  king  of 
gage  not  to  fuccour  the  king      Denmark,  who  were  propofed 
1  of  Pruflia,  either  with  men  or      as  guarantees  of  the  conven- 
money.     The  pafTage  through      tion.     Moreover,  they  were  to 
that    part    of    his    electorate      make  a  repartition  of  quarters 
which  is  fituated  on  the  left  of     for    the    Hanbverian    troops, 
the    river    A  Her,    was  to    be      whofe  number,   by   this   con- 
granted  to  the  troops  of  her      vention,   was  not  to  be  aug- 
Imperial  majelly  and]her  allies,      mented. 
paying  for  what  provifions,  fo- 

ing 
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An.  1757.  ing  year,  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  king  of  Pfuf- 
fia,  by  which  he  had  great  reafon  to  hope  his  paci- 
fic defigns  would  have  been  rendered  effe6tual,  as 
by  this  treaty,  purfuant  to  the  intention  of  it,  it 
was  probable  the  king  of  France  would  be  difap- 
pointed  in  his  views  :  and  as  a  new  war  has  fmce 
broken  out  unexpectedly,  his  majefty  has  carefully 
avoided  taking  any  part  in  it. 

"  It  is  impoffible  for  the  difpafiionate  and  impar- 
tial, ,after  confidering  the  conduct  of  his  Britannic 
majefty  on  this  occafion,  not  to  lee  the  injuftice  of 
all  the  motives  and  pretences  of  France  for  invad- 
ing the  electoral  territories  of  Brimfwick,  which 
are  under  the  protection  of  the  Empire. 
;  "  If  theie  pretences  are  founded  upon  the  war 
which  has  broke  out  between  England  and  France, 
it  is  eafy  to  mew,  that  this  war,  both  with  refpect 
to  its  caufes  and  its  ends,  is  entirely  foreign  to  his 
maieity,  as  elector,  and  to  his  German  dominions. 

"  As  to  the  fecond  war  which  has  been  kindled 
in  Germany,  the  crown  of  France,  as  guarantee  of 
the  treaty  of  Weftphalia,  has  not  the  leail  pretence, 
on  one  hand,  to  act  againft  the  ftates  before  men- 
tioned, fo  long  as  his  majefty  cannot  be  charged 
v/ith  any  breach  of  the  faid  peace  •,  and,  on  the 
other,  France,  as  an  ally  and  auxiliary  of  the  Em- 
prefs-queen,  cannot  juftly  act  againft  a  member  of 
the  Empire,  who  is  net  at  war,  nor  has  the  leaft  dif- 
ference with  her  Imperial  majefty. 

"  But  as  France  has,  notwithftanding,  entered 
the  empire,  on  the  fide  of  Weftphalia,  with  a  nu- 
merous army,  which,  after  having  garrifoned  the 
imperial  city  of  Cologne,  is  advancing  farther  and 
farther  into  the  electoral  fta'es  of  Brunfwick,  as  it 

has 
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lias  already  entered  and  raifed  contributions  in  the  An.  1757. 
bifhopric  of  Munfter  •,  and  as  its  defign  againft 
the  eftates  of  his  Britannic  majefty  in  Germany  is 
too  manifeft  to  be  doubted  •,  he  is  compelL-d,  by 
indifpenfible  neceffity,  to  affemble  and  march  an 
army,  to  avert,  with  the  afiiftance  of  the  Moft 
High,  all  violence,  injuftice,  and  uiurpation,  from 
his  own  eftates  and  thofe  of  his  neighbours. 

"  To  prevent  the  illconfequenceoffalie  and  art- 
ful infinuations,  his  majefty  has  thought  it  highly 
requifite  thus  to  declare  to  the  whole  world,  that 
he  is  very  far  from  having  conceived  any  dtfign  to 
act  offenfively  againft  any  of  the  ftates  of  the  Em- 
pire, or  even  againft  the  crown  of  France  ;  and 
that  by  the  armament,  and  the  march  of  his  troops, 
to  which  he  has  been  compelled,  he  has  no  view  or 
defire  but  to  reprefs,  by  the  Divine  AfTiftance,  all 
invafion,  violence,  and  hoftilities  ;  and  if  fuch  mould 
happen,  to  do,  as  a  principal  and  original  member  of 
the  Empire,  what  (hall  bejuft  in  the  fight  ofGod  and 
man,  and  what  he  owes  to  the  fafety  cf  the  country 
which  the  Almighty  has  intruded  to  his  care. 

^  He  refts  allured,  that  no  perlbn  can  miftake 
or  mifmterpret  the  juftice  of  this  fe If  defence,  to 
which  he  is  forced :  and  he  confides  particularly  in 
the  faith  and  friendfliip  of  his  co-eftates  in  the  Em- 
pire, that  they  will  not  counteract  his  views  in  their 
favour,  of  keeping  the  calamities  of  war  at  a  dif- 
tance  from  their  frontiers,  but  that  they  will  rather 
facilitate  and  fupport  them.  That  being  well  af- 
iured  his  majefty 's  troops  will  obierve  the  moft  exact 
discipline,  they  will,  in  return,  give  them  proofs  of 
their  good  will,  particularly  by  furnilhing  them, 
for  ready  money,  with  fuch  provifions  and  forage 
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as  they  fhall  want.  And,  laftly,  that  they  will  not 
furnifh  his  enemies  with  thefe,  or  any  other  necef- 
faries  or  accommodations  that  may  be  prejudicial  to 
his  majefty's  dominions,  or  their  own." 

After  this  declaration,  dated  at  Hanover  the 
twenty  third  of  April,  the  troops  of  the-  confe- 
derated dates  that  were  to  compoie  the  allied  ar- 
my, under  the  name  of  an  army  of  obfervation, 
began  to  afTemble  with  all  pofiible  diligence  near 
Bielefeldt.  Thither  the  generals,  appointed  to  com- 
mand the  feveral  divifions,  repaired,  to  fettle  the 
plan  of  operations  with  their  commander  the  duke 
of  Cumberland,  who,  having  left  London  on  the 
ninth  of  April,  arrived  on  the  fixteenth  at  Hano- 
ver, and  from  thence  repaired  to  the  army,  which, 
having  been  joined  by  three  Pruffian  regiments  that 
retired  from  Wefel,  confifted  of  thirty-feven  batta- 
lions and  thirty-four  fquadrons.  Of  thefe,  fix  batta- 
lions and  fix  fquadrons  were  polled  at  Bielefeldt,  un- 
der the  command  of  lieutenant-general  baron  de 
Sporcken  -,  fix  battalions  under  lieutenant-general 
de  Block,  at  Hervorden  •,  fix  battalions  and  four 
fquadrons,  under  major-general  Ledebour,  between 
Hervord  and  Minden  -9  feven  battalions  and  ten 
fquadrons,  under  lieutenant-general  d'Oberg,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Hamelen  •,  and  five  batta- 
lions and  four  fquadrons,  under  major-general 
de  Haufs,  near  Nienburg.  The  head-quarters  of 
his  royal  highnefs  were  at  Bielefeldt. 

In  the  mean  time  the  French  on  the  Lower 
Rhine  continued  filing  off  inceffantly.  The  fiege 
of  Gueldres  was  converted  into  a  blockade,  occa- 
fioned  by  the  difficulties  the  enemy  found  in 
railing  batteries ;  and  a  party  of  Hanoverians, 
3  having 
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having  patted  the  Wefer,  as  well  to  ravage  the  An*  1757, 
country  of  Paderborn  as  to  reconnoitre  the  French^ 
carried  off  feveral  waggons  loaded  with  wheat  and 
oats,  deftined  for  the  territories  of  the  elector  of 
Cologne.  On  the  other  hand,  colonel  Fifcher 
having  had  an  engagement  with  a  fmall  body  of 
Hanoverians,  in  the  county  of  Teklenburgh, 
routed  them,  and  made  forne  priibrters. 

After  feveral  other  little  IkirmiQies  between  the 
French  and  the  Hanoverians,  the  duke  of  Cum- 
berland altered  the  pofition  of  his  camp,  by  placing 
it  between  Bielefeldt  and  Hervorden,  in  hopes  of  t 
fruftrating  the  defign  df  the  enemy ;  who,  declin- 
ing to  attack  him  on  the  fide  of  Bracwede,  after 
having  reconnoitred  his  fuuation  feveral  days,  made 
a  motion  on  their  left,  as  if  they  meant  to  get  be- 
tween him  and  the  Wefer.  This  was  no  iboner 
done  than,  on  the  thirteenth  of  June  in  the  after- 
noon, having  received  advice  that  the  enemy  had 
caufed  a  large  body  of  troops,  followed  by  a  fecond, 
to  march  on  his  right  to  Burghotte,  he  ordered 
his  army  to  march  that  evening  towards  Hervor- 
den •,  and  at  the  fame  time  major-general  Harden- 
berg  marched  with  four  battalions  of  grenadiers* 
and  a  regirhent  of  horfe,  to  reinforce  that  poll; 
Count  Schulemburg  covered  the  left  of  the  march 
with  a  battalion  of  grenadiers,  a  regiment  of  horfe, 
and  the  light  troops  of  Buckleburg.  The  whole 
army  marched  in  two  columns.  The  fight,  com- 
pofed  of  horfe,  and  followed  by  two  battalionsj  to 
cover  their  paffage  through  the  inclofures  and  de1- 
files,  pafTed  by  the  right  of  Bielefeldt;  arid  the  left, 
confifting  of  infantry*  marched  by  the  left  of  the 
fame  town, 

O  ^  'The 
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An.  1757.  The  vanguard  of  the  French  army  attacked  the 
Skir-  rear-guard  of  the  allies,  commanded  by  major- 
mifties  general  Einfiedel,  very  brifkly,  and  at  firft  put 

Flthchhe  t^iem  *nto  ^ome  con^L1^ion  »  but  tney  immediately 
recovered  themfelves.  This  was  in  the  beginning 
of  the  night.  At  break  of  day  the  enemy's  rein- 
forcements returned  to  the  charge,  but  were  again 
repulted ;  nor  could  they  once  break  through  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Alftldt's  Hanoverian  guards,  which 
clofed  the  army's  march  with  a  detachment  of  re- 
gular troops,  and  a  new  raifed  corps  of  hunters. 

The  allies  encamped  at  Cofeldt  the  fourteenth, 
and  ftaid  there  the  next  day,  when  the  enemy's 
detachments  advanced  to  the  gates  of  Hervorden, 
and  made  a  feint  as  if  they  would  attack  the  town, 
after  having  fummoned  it :  but  they  retired  with- 
out attempting  any  thing  farther ;  and,  in  the*mean 
time,  the  troops  that  were  pofted  at  Hervorden, 
and  formed  the  rear- guard,  paiTed  the  Wefer,  on 
the  fide  of  Remen,  without  any  moleftation,  and 
encamped  at  Holtzuyfen.  A  body  of  troops  which 
had  been  left  at  Bielefeld,  to  cover  the  duke's  re- 
treat, after  fome  fkirmifhes  with  the  French,  re- 
joined the  army  in  the  environs  of  Herfort ;  and  a 
few  days  afrer  his  royal  highnefs  drew  near  his 
bridges  on  the  Wefer,  and  lent  over  his  artillery, 
baggage,  and  ammunition.  At  the  fame  time 
The  duke  fome  detachments  paffed  tjie  river  on  the  right, 
berhnd"  between  Min^en  and  Oldendorp,  and  marked  out 
pafles  the  a  new  camp,  advantageoufly  fituated,  having  the 
Wefer.  Wefer  in  front,  and  the  right  and  left  covered  with 
eminences  and  marfhes.  There  the  army  under 
his  royal  highnefs  reaffembled ; .  and  the  French 
fixed  their  head-quarters  at  Bielefeld,  which  the 

Hano- 
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Hanoverians  had  quitted,  leaving  in  it  only  part  of  An.  1757, 
a  magazine,  which  had  been  fet  oh  fire. 

By  this  time  the  French  were  in  fuch  want  of 
forage,  particularly  hay,  that  M.  d'Etrees  hirhfelf, 
the  princes  of  the  blood,  and- all  the  officers,  with- 
out exception,  were  obliged  to  fend  back  part  of 
their  horfes,  in  order  to  fubfifl  thofe  that  remained. 
However,  on  the  tenth  of  June  their  whole  army, 
confiding  of  feventy  battalions  and  forty  fqua- 
drons,  with  fifty- two  pieces  of  cannon,  b.-iides  a 
body  of  cavalry  left  at  Ruremonde  for  the  conve- 
niency  of  forage,  was  put  in  motion  j  and,  in  fpite 
of  almofl  impafTable  forefts,  famine,  and  every 
other  obftacle  that  could  be  thrown  in  their  way 
by  a  vigilant  and  experienced  general,  at  length 
furmounted  all  difficulties,  and  advanced  into  a 
country  abounding  with  plenty,  and  unufed  to  the 
ravages  of  war. 

It  was  imagined,  that  the  paflage  of  the  Wefer, 
which   defends    Hanover    from    foreign    attacks, 
would  have  been  vigoroufly  oppofcd  by  the  army 
of  the  allies :  but  whether,  in  the  prefent  fituation. 
of  affairs,   it  was  thought  advifeable  to  act  only 
upon  the  defenfive,  and  not  to  begin  the  attack  in 
a  country  that  was  not  concerned  as  a  principal  in 
the  war;    or  whether  the  duke  of  Cumberland 
found  himfelf  too  weak  to  make  head  againft  the 
enemy,  is  a  queftion  we  fhall  not  pretend  to  deter- 
mine.    However  that  may  have  been,  the  whole  The 
French  army  pafTed  the  Wefer  on  the  tenth  and  ^f^ 
eleventh  of  July,  without  the  lofs  of  a  fingle  man.    him. 
The  manner  of  effecting  this  paflage  is  thus  re- 
lated. 

» 
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Marechal  d'Etrees,  being  informed  that  his  m£- 
gazines  of  provisions  were  v/ell  furnifhed,  his 
ovens  eftabii(hed,  and  the  artillery  and  pontoons 
arrived  at  the  deftined  places,  ordered  lieutenant- 
general  Broglip,  with  ten,  battalions,  twelve  fqua- 
drons,  and  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  to  march  to  Eng- 
heren ;  •  lieutenant-general  M-  de  Chevert,  with 
fixteen  battalions,  three  brigades  of  carabineers, 
the  royal  hunters,  *  and  fix  hundred  huflars,  to 
march  to  Hervorclen ;  and  lieutenant-general  mar- 
quis d'Armentieres,  with  twelve  battalions,  <in<4 
ten  fquadrons,  to  march  to  Ulrickhaufen.  All  thefe 
troops  being  arrived  in  their  camp  on  the  fourth 
of  July,  halted  the  fifth.  On  the  fixth,  twenty- 
two  battalions,  and  thirty-two  fquadrons,  under  the 
command  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  who  was  now 
Arrived  at  the  army,  marched  to  Ulrickhaufen  ; 
from  whence  M.  d'Armentieres  had  fet  out  early 
in  the  morning,  with  the  troops  under  his  com- 
rharid,  and  by  brifk  marches  got  on  the  feventh, 
fey  eleven  at  night,  to  Blanckenhoven,  where  he 
found  the  boats  which  had  gone  from  Ahrenfberg. 
*T he  bridges  were  built,  the  cannon  planted,  and 
the  entrenchments  at  the  head  of  the  bridges  com- 
pleted, in  the  night  between  the  feventh  and 
eighth.  The  marechal,  having  fent  away  part  of 
|iis  baggage  from  Bielefeldt  on  the  fixth,  went  in 
perfon  on  the  feventh  at  eleven  o'clock  to  Horn, 
and  en  the  eighth  to  Braket,  On  advice  that  M, 
d'Armentieres  had  thrown  his  bridges  acrofs,  with- 
out oppofition,  and  was  at  work  on  his  entrenchr 
ments,  he  went  on  the  ninth  to  Blankenhoven,  to 
fee  the  bridges  and  intrenchments  ;  and  afterwards 
advanced  to  examine  the  firil  pofition  he  intended 
*  for 
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for  this  army,  and  came  down  the  right  fide  of  the  An.  1757. 
Wefer  to  the  abbey  of  Corvey,  where  he  forded 
the  river,  with  the  princes  of  the  blood,  and  their 
attendants.  On  the  tenth  in  the  morning  he  got 
on  horicback,  by  four  o'clock,  to  fee  the  duke  of 
Orieans's  divifion  file  off",  which  arrived  at  Corvey 
ai  ten  o'clock  -,  as  alfo  thac  of  M.  d'Armentieres, 
which  arrived  at  eleven ;  and  that  of  M.  Souvre, 
which  arrived  at  noon.  The  marechal,  having 
examined  the  courfe  of  the  river,  caufed  the  bridges 
of -pontoons  to  be  laid  within  gun-lhot  of  the  ab- 
bey, where  the  vifcount  de  Turenne  patted  that 
river  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fe~ 
venty- three,  and  where  the  divifions  under  Brog- 
lio  and  Chevert  now  pafied  it  on  the  twelfth  and 
thirteenth.  Thefe  two  generals,  being  informed 
of  what  was  to  be  done  upon  the  Upper  Wefer,  The 
at;acked  Minden,  and  carried  it;  whilft  a  detach-  Fr,en^. 

r     .      _  ,         '  ri-  A     takeMin- 

rnent  ot  the  French  entered  the  country  or  .halt-  den  and 
Friefland,  under  the  command  of  the  marquis  Embden; 
d'Auvel  •,  and,  after  taking  pofieflion  of  Lier, 
marched  on  the  right  of  the  Eems  to  Embden,  the 
only  lea-port  the  king  of  Pruflia  had,  which  at  firft 
feemed  determined  to  make  a  defence ;  but  the  in- 
habitants were  not  agreed  upon  the  methods  to 
be  taken  for  that  purpoie.  They  therefore  met  to 
deliberate  •,  but  in  the  mean  time,  their  gates  be- 
ing mut,  M.  d'Auvel  caufed  fome  cannon  to  be 
brought  to  beat  them  down :  and  the  garrifon, 
compofed  of  four  hundred  Prufiians,  not  being 
ftrong  enough  to  defend  the  town,  the  foldiers  mu- 
tinied againft  their  officers  -9  whereupon  a  capitu- 
lation was  agreed  on,  and  the  gates  were  opened 
to  the  French  commander,  who  made  his  troops 
G  4  cntei 
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enter  with  a  great  deal  of  order,  <  allured  the  ma- 
giftrates  that  care  fhould  be  taken  to  make  them 
obferve  a  good  difcipline  •,  and  publifhed  two  ordi- 
nances, one  for  the  fecurity  of  the  religion  and 
commerce  of  the  city,  and  the  other  for  prohibiting 
th"  exportation  of  corn  and  forage  out  of  that 
principality.  Theinhabitanrs  were,  however,  obliged 
to  tak  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  French  king. 

On  Sunday  the  twenry  fourth  of  July,  the  French, 
after  having  laid  a  part  of  the  electorate  of  Hano- 
ver under  contribution,  marched  in  three  columns, 
with  their  artillery,  towards  the  village  of  Latford  ; 
when  major-general  Furftenberg,  who  commanded 
the  outpor  s  in  the  village,  fent  an  officer  to  in- 
form the  duke  of  Cumberland  of  it  :  upon  which 
his  royal  highn-rfs  immed  atdy  reinforced  thofe 
p  (Is  with  a  body  of  troops,  under  the  command 
of  lieutenant  general  Sporcken  ;  but  finding  itim- 
poffU.Ie  to  fupport  the  village,  as  it  was  commanded 
by  the  heights  oppofite  to  it,  which  were  poflefTed 
by  the  enemy,  and  being  fenfible  that  it  would  be 
always  in  his  power  to  retake  it,  from  its  fituation 
in  a  bottom  between  two  hills,  he  withdrew  his  poft 
from  Latford.  The  French  then  made  two  attacks, 
one  at  the  point  of  the  wood,  and  the  other  higher  up 
in  the  fame  wood,  oppofite  to  the  grenadiers  com- 
manded by  major-general  Hardenberg  ;  but  they 
failed  in  both  :  and  though  the  fire  of  their  artil- 
lery was  very  I'm  art,  they  were  cb'iged  to  retire. 
The  French  army  encamping  on  the  heights  oppo- 
fite to  the  duke  of  Cumberland's  polls,  together 
with  the  accounts  he  had  received,  that  M.  d'E- 
trees  had  afTembled  all  his  troops,  and  had  with  him 
a  very  confzderahle  traia  of  artillery,  left  his  royal 

highhefs 
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highnefs  no  room  to  doubt  of  his  intending  to  at-   Am  1757. 
tack  him.     He  therefore  refolved  to  change  his 
fituation  for  a  more  advantageous  one,  by  drawing 
up  his  army  on  the  eminence  between  the  Wefer 
and  the  woods,  leaving  the  Hamelen  river  on  his 
right,  the  village  of  Haftenbeck  in  his  front,  and 
his  left  clofe  to  the  wood,  at  the  point  of  which 
his  royal  highnefs  had  a  battery  of  twelve  poun- 
ders' and   haubitzers.     There  was   a   hollow  way 
from  the  left  of  the  village  to  the  battery,   and  a 
continual  morals  on  the  other  fide  of  Haftenbeck 
to  his  right.    Major-general  Schulenberg,  with  the 
hunters,   and   two   battalions  of  grenadiers,  was 
ported  in  the  corner  of  the  wood  upon  the  left  of 
the  battery,  and  his  royal  highnefs  ordered  the  vil- 
lage of  Haftenbeck  to  be  cleared  to  his  front,  to 
prevent  its  being  in  the  power  of  the  enemy  to  keep 
poflellion  of  it,   and  the  ways  by  which  the  allies 
had  a  communication  with  that  village  during  their 
encampment   to  be  rendered  impaflable.     In  the 
evening  his  royal  highnefs  withdrew  all  his  out- 
pofts  •,  and  in  this  pofition  the  army  lay  upon  their 
arms  all  night. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  in  the  morning  the  French 
army  marched  forwards  in  columns,  and  began  to 
cannonade  the  allies  very  feve rely,  which  they  con- 
tinued the  \vh->le  day,  marching  and  counter- 
marching continually,  and  feeming  to  intend  three 
attacks,  on  the  right,  the  left,  and  the  center.  If| 
the  evening  their  artillery  appeared  much  fuperior 
to  that  of  the  allies.  The  army  was  again  ordered 
to  lie  all  night  on  their  arms  •,  and  his  royal  high- 
nefs can  fed  a  battery  at  the  end  of  the  wood  to 
be  repaired,  count  Schulenberg  to  be  reinforced ' 
2  with 
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An.  1757,  with  a  battalion  of  grenadiers,  and  two  field-pieces 
of  cannon,  and  that  battery  to  be  alfb  fupported 
by  four  more  battalions  of  grenadiers,  under  the 
command  of  major-general  Hardenberg.  His 
royal  highnefs  alfo  cauied  a  battery  to  be  erected  of 
twelve  and  fix  pounders,  behind  the  village  of  Haf- 
tenbeck,  and  took  all  the  precautions  he  could 
think  of  to  give  the  enemy  a  warm  reception.  As 
foon  as  it  was  day-light  he  mounted  on  horfeback, 
to  reconnoitre  the  pofition  of  the  enemy,  whom  he 
found  in  the  fame  fituation  as  the  day  before.  At 
a  Iktle  after  five  a  very  fmart  cannonading  began 
againft  the  battery  behind  the  village,  which  was 
fupported  by  the  Heffian  infantry  and  cavalry,  who 
ftood  a  mod  fevere  fire  with  furprifing  fteadinefs 
and  refolution.  Between  feven  and  eight  the  firing 
of  fmall  arms  began  on  the  left  of  the  allies,  when 
his  royal  highnefs  ordered  major-general  Behr, 
with  three  battalions  of  Brunfwick,  to  fuflain  the 
grenadiers  in  the  wood,  if  their  afiiftanceihould  be 
wanted.  The  cannonading  continued  above  fix 
hours,  during  which,  the  troops  that  were  expofed 
to  it  never  once  abated  of  their  firmnefs. 

The  fire  of  the  fmall  arms  on  the  left  increafed, 
and  the  French  feemed  to  gain  ground  •,  whereupon 
his  royal  highnefs  detached  the  colonels  Darkeh- 
haufen  and  Bredenbach  with  three  Hanoverian  bat- 
talions and  fix  fquadrons  round  the  wood  by  Af- 
ferde,  who,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  day,  drove  fe- 
veral  fquadrons  of  the  enemy  back  to  their  army, 
without  giving  them  any  opportunity  to  charge. 
At  length  the  grenadiers  in  the  wood,  apprehen- 
five  of  being  furrounded,  from  the  great  numbers 
of  the  ejDpmy  that  appeared  there,  and  were  march- 
ing 
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5ng  round  on  that  fide,  though  they  repulfed  every  An.  J7S7 
thing  that  appeared  in  their  front,  thought  it  ad- 
vi (cable  to  retire  nearer  the  left  of  the  army,  which 
gave  the  enemy  an  opportunity  of  pofTrffing  them- 
lelves  of  that  battery  without  oppofition.  Here 
the  hereditary  prince  of  Brunfwick  diftinguifned 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  battalion  of  Wolfenbuttle- 
guards,  and  another  of  Hanoverians,  who  attacked 
and  repulfed,  with  their  bayonets,  a  fuperior  force 
of  the  enemy,  and  retook  the  battery.  But  the 
French  being  in  poflefiion  of  an  eminence,  which 
commanded  and  flanked  both  the  lines  of  the  in- 
fantry and  the  battery  of  the  allies,  and  where  they 
were  able  to  fupport  their  attack  under  the  cover 
of  a  hill,  his  royal  highnefs  confidering  the  fuperior 
numbers  of  the  enemy,  near  double  to  his,  and  the 
ippoflibility  of  di (lodging  them  from  their  poft, 
without  expofing  his  own  troops  too  much,  order- 
ed a  retreat ;  in  confequence  of  which  his  army  re-  fhe  allie 
tired,  firit  to  Hamelen,  where  he  left  a  garriibn,  retreat, 
then  to  Nienburg,  and  afterwards  to  Hoya  i  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  which  town,  after  fendirjg  away 
^11  the  magazines,  fick,  and  wounded,  he  incamp- 
td,  in  order  to  cover  Bremen  and  Verden,  and  to 
preferve  a  communication  with  Stade,  to  which 
place  the  archives,  and  mod  valuable  effects  of 

Hanover  had  been  removed. 

In  this  engagement,  colonel  Bredenbach  attack- 
ed four  brigades  very  ftrongly  pofted,  wiih  a  bat* 
tery  of  fourteen  pieces  of  cannon,  repulfed,  and  drove 
them  down  a  precipice,  and  took  all  their  artillery 
£nd  ammunition :  but  preferring  the  care  of  his 
wounded  to  the  carrying  away  of  the  ^cannon,  he 

brought 
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AD.  1757.  brought  off  only  fix,  nailing  up  and  deftroying  the 
reft.  The  lofs  of  the  allies-,  in  the  whole  of  thele 
fkirmifhes,  which  lafted  three  days,  was  three  hun- 
dred and  tvventy-feven  men  killed,  nine  hundred 
and  feven  wounded,  and  two  hundred  and  twenty 
miffing,  or  taken  prifoners  •,  whiift  that  of  the 
French,  according  to  their  own  accounts,  amounted 
to  fifteen  hundred  men. 

The  French,  being  left  matters   of  the  field, 
foon  reduced  Hamelen,  which  was  far  from  be- 

Frtnch       *ng  wel1  fortified'  °Wiged  tne  garrifon  to  capitu- 
take  Ha-    late,  and  took  out  of  the  town  fixty  brafs  cannon, 
melen.       feveral  mortars,  forty  ovens,  part  of  the  equipage 
of  the  duke's  army,  and  large  quantities  of  provi- 
fions  and  ammunition,  which  they  found  in  it,  to-' 
gether  with  a  great  many  lick  and  wounded,  who, 
not  being  included  in  the  capitulation,  were  made 
prifoners  of  war. 

The  duke     Whether  the  court  of  France  had  any  reafon  to 
de  Riche-  findfault  with  the  conduct  of  the  marechal  d'Etrees, 
fedes^ma-"  or  whether  its  monarch  was  blindly  guided  by  the 
rechal        counfels  of  his  favourite  madame  de  Pompadour, 
fifthe"      w^°'  defirous  to  teftify  her  gratitude  to  the  man 
command   that  had  been  one  of  the  chief  inftruments  of  her 
of  the        high  promotion,  was  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  re- 
army!         tFieve  his  (battered  fortunes,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  add  to  her  own  already  immenfe  treafures,  we 
fhall  not  pretend  to  determine  ;  though  the  event 
feems  plainly  to  fpeak  the  laft,  and  even  at  the 
time  no  comparifon  was  made  between  the  military 
(kill  of  the  marechal  d'Etrees,  and  that  of  the  duke 
de  Richelieu ;   but   however  that  may  have  been, 
this  laft,  who,  if  he  had  not  fhone  in  the  character 
of  afoldier,  excelled  all,  or  at  lead  moft  of  his  co- 
temporaries 
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temporaries  in  the  more  refined  arts  of  a  courtier,  An.  1757. 
was,  juft  before  the  battle  we  have  been  fpeaking 
of,  appointed  to  fuperfede  the  former  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  French  army  in  Lower  Saxony,  where 
he  arrived  on  the  fixth  of  Auguft,  with  the  title  of 
inarechal  of  France  ;  and  M.  d'Etrcts,  in  confc- 
quence  thereof,  fet  out  for  Aix-la-Chapelle  four 
days  after. 

Immediately  after  the  battle  of  Haftenbeck,  the  The 
French  fenta  detachment  of  four  thoufand  men  to  French 
take  pofiefficn  of  the  electorate  of  Hanover,   and  J3]^^ 
lay  it  under  contribution,  which  they  did  without  Hanover, 
the  lead  oppofition  -y  and  alfo  of  the  territories  of 
the  duke    of  Wolfenbuttle,    as  well  as  of  many 
places  in  the  dutchies  of  Bremen  and  Verden :  and 
two  days  after  the  arrival  of  this  new  commander, 
the   duke  de  Chevreufe  was   detached  with   two 
thoufand  men  to  take  poflfeffion  of  Hanover  itfelf, 
with  the  title  of  governor  of  that  city.     He  ac- 
cordingly marched  thither  ;  and  upon  his  arrival 
there,  the  Hanoverian  garrifon  was  immediately 
difarmed,  and- left  at  liberty  to  retire  where  they 
pie  ale  d. 

About  the  fame  time  M.  de  Contades,  with  a  de-  arl(j  Of 
tachment  from  the  French  army,  was  fent  to  make  Hefle- 
himfelf  matter  of  the  territories  of  Heffe-Caffel,  Ca{rd' 
which   he  did   without   oppofition ;   for   he'  was 
met  at  Warberg  by  that  prince's   mafter  of  the 
horfe,  who  declared,  that  they  were  ready  to  fur- 
nifh  the  French  army  with  all  the  fuccours  the 
country  could  afford  >  and  accordingly  the  magii- 
trates  of  Caflel  prelented  him  with  the  keys  asfoon 
as  he  entered  their  city.     Gottingen  was  ordered 
by  M.  d'Armemieres,  to  get  ready  tor  him  within 
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a  limited  time,  upon  pain  of  military  execution, 
four  thoufand  pounds  of  white  bread,  two  thou- 
fand  bufhcls  of  oats,  which  was  more,  than  could 
be  found  i-n  the  whole  country*  an  hundred  loads 
of  hay,  and  other  provifions. 

The  duke  of  Cumberland  remained  encamped 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hoya  till  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  Auguft,  when,  upon  advice  that  the  enemy 
had  laid  two  bridges  over  the  Alter  in  the  night, 
and  had  pafTtrd  that  river  with  a  large  body  of 
troops,  he  ordered  his  army  to  march,  to  fecure 
the  important  poft  and  paffage  of  Rothenburg, 
left  they  mould  attempt  to  march  round  on  his  left; 
and  his  royal  highnefs  encamped  that  night 
at  Haufen,  having  detached  lieutenant-general 
Oberg,  with  eight  battalions  and  fix  fquadrons, 
to  Otterfberg,  to  which  place  he  marched  the  next? 
day,  and  encamped  behind  the  Wummer,  in  a  very 
ilrong  fituation,  between  Otterfberg  and  Rotheri- 
burg.  The  French  took  pofiemon  of  Verden  ori 
the  twenty-fixth  of  Auguft,  and  one  of  their  de- 
tachments went  on  the  twenty-ninth  to  Bremen, 
where  the  gates  were  immediately  opened  to  them, 
The  duke  of  Cumberland,  now  clofely  prefled  on 
all  fides,  and  in  danger  of  having  his  communica- 
tion with  Stade  cut  off,  which  the  enemy  was  en- 
deavouring to  eiTedl,  by  feizing  upon  all  the  pofts 
round  him,  found  it  necefiary  to  decamp  again  •,  t<& 
abandon  Rothenburg,  of  which  the  French  imme- 
diately took  pofTcflion  •,  to  retreat  to  Selfingen, 
v/here  his  head-quarters  were  en  the  firft  of  Sep- 
tember; and  from  thence,  on  the  third  of  the  fame 
month,  to  retire  under  the  cannon  of  Stade.  Here 
it  was  imagined  that  his  army  would  have  been 

able 
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able  to  maintain  their  ground  between  the  AHer  AD.  1757. 

and  the  Elbe,  till  the  feverity  of  the  feafon  mould 

put  an  end  to  the  campaign.     Accordingly  his 

royal  highnefs,  upon  his  taking  this  pofition,  fent 

a  detachment  of  his  forces  to  Buck-Schantz,  with 

fome  artillery,  and  orders  to  defend  that  place  to  the 

utmoft:  but  as  it  could  not  poflibly  have  held  out 

many  days,  and  as  the  French,  who  now  hemmed 

him  in  on  all  fides,  by  making  themlelves  matters 

of  a  little  fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Zwinga, 

would  have  cut  off  his  communication  with  the 

Elbe,  fo  that  four  Englim  men  of  war  then  in  that 

river  could  have  been  of  no  fervice  to  him  ;  he  was 

forced  to  accept  of  a  mediation  offered  by  the  king 

of  Denmark,   by  his  minifter  the  count  de  Lynar, 

and  to  fign  the  famous  convention  of  Clofter-Se-  js  forced 

venf,  by  which  thirty  -  eight  thoufand  Hanoveri-  tofignthc 

,    conven- 

^    tionof 

Clofter* 


f  This  remarkable  capitu- 
lation, which  we  (hall  give 
here  at  full  length,  on  account 
of"  the  difputes  that  arofe  fhort- 
ly  after,  concerning  what  the 
French  called  an  infraction  of 
it,  was  to  the  following;  ef- 
fect: 

"  His  majefty  the  king  of 
Denmark,  touched  with  the 
diltrefTes  of  the  countries  of 
Bremen  and  Verden,  to  which 
he  has  always  granted  his  fpe- 
cial  protection ;  and  being  de- 
firous,  by  preventing  thofe 
countries  from  being  any  long- 
er the  theatre  of  war,  to  fpare 
alfo  the  effufion  of  blood  in 
the  armies  which  are  ready  to 
difpute  the  poffrfiion  thereof, 
hath  employed  his  mediation 
by  the  ministry  of  the  count  de 


Lynar.  His  royal  highnefs  the 
duke  of  Cumberland,  general 
of  the  army  of  the  allies,  on 
the  one  part,  and  his  excellen- 
cy the  marechal  duke  de  Riche- 
lieu, general  of  the  king  of 
France's  forces  in  Germany, 
on  the  other,  have,  in  conji- 
deration  of  the  intervention  of 
his  Danifli  majefty,  refpeftive- 
ly  engaged  their  word  of  ho- 
nour to  the  count  de  Lynar,  to 
abide  by  the  convention  here- 
after ftipulated ;  and  he,  the 
count  de  Lynar,  correfponclent- 
ly  to  the  magnanimity  of  the 
king  his  mailer's  intentions, 
obliges  himfelf  to  procure  the 
guaranty  mentioned  in  the  pre- 
fent  convention ;  fo  that  it 
mall  be  fent  to  him,  with  his 
full  powers,  Which  there  was 
no 
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An.  1757,  ans  laid  down  their  arms,  and  were  difperfed.  into 
different  quarters  of  cantonment. 

The 


no  time  to  make  out,  in  the 
circumftances  which  hurried 
his  departure. 

Article  I.  Mobilities  fliall 
ceafe  on  both  fides  within 
twenty- four  hours,  or  fooner, 
if  poflible.  Orders  for  this 
purpofe  fhall  be  immediately 
fent  to  the  detached  corps. 

II.  The  auxiliary  troops  of 
the  army  of  the  duke  of  Cum- 
berland, namely,  thofe  of  HeiTe, 
Brunfwick,   Saxe-Gotha,    and 
even  thofe  of  the  count  de  la 
Lippe-Buckbourg,  fhall  he  fent 
home :  and  as  it  is  neceflary  to 
fettle  particularly  their  inarch 
to  their  refpeclive  countries,  a 
general-officer  of  each  nation 
fhall  be  fent  from  the  army  of 
the  allies,  with  whom  fhall  be 
fettled  the  route  of  thofe  troops, 
the  divifions  they  fhall  march 
in,   their  fubfiftence  on   their 
inarch,  and  the  pafTports  to  be 
granted  them  by  his  excellen- 
cy the  duke  de  Richeiiea  to  go 
to  their  own  countries,  where 
they  fhall  be  placed  and  diftri- 
buted  as  fhall  be  agreed  upon 
between  the  couit  of  France 
and  their  refpeclive  fovereigns. 

III.  His  royal  highnefs  the 
duke  of  Cumberland    obliges 
himfelf  to  pafs  the  Elbe,  with 
4uch  pnrt  of  his   army  as  he 
Ihall  not  be  able  to  place  in 
the  city  of  Stade  :   That  'the 
part  of  his  forces  which  ihall 
enter  into  garrifon  in  the  fa  id 
city,  and  which  it  is  fuppofed 
may  amount   to  between  four 
and  fix  taoufand  mer,  fhall  re- 


main there  under  the  guaranty 
of  his  majefty  the  king  of  Den- 
mark, without  committing  any 
ac~l  of  hoftility ;  nor,  on  the 
other  hand,  fhall  they  be  ex- 
pofed  to  any  from  the  French 
troops.  In  confequence  there- 
of, commirTaries,  named  on 
each  fide,  fhall  agree  upon  the 
limits  to  be  fixed  round  that 
place,  for  the  conveniency  of 
the  garrifon ;  which  limits  ihall 
not  extend  beyond  half  a  league 
or  a  league  from  the  place,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  the 
ground  or  circumftances,  which 
fhall  be  fairly  iettled  by  the 
commifTaries.  The  reft  of  the 
Hanoverian  army  fhall  go  and 
take  quarters  in  the  country 
beyond  the  Elbe:  and,  to  faci- 
litate the  march  of  thofe  troops, 
his  excellency  the  duke  de 
Richelieu  fhall  concert  with  a 
general-officer,  fent  from  the 
Hanoverian  army,  the  route 
they  fhall  take ;  obliging  him- 
felf to  give  the  neceflary  pafT- 
ports  and  fecurity  for  the  free 
pafTage  of  them  and  their  bag- 
gage to  the  places  of  their  def- 
tination;  his  royal  highnefs 
the  duke  of  Cumberland  re- 
ferving  to  himfelf  the  liberty  of 
'negotiating,  between  the  two 
courts,  for  an  extention  of  thofe 
quarters.  As  to  the  French 
troops,  they  fhall  remain  in  the 
reft  of  the  dutchies  of  Bremen 
and  Verden,  till  the  definitive 
reconciliation  of  the  two  fove- 
reigns. 

IV.  As  the  aforefaid  articles 
are 
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The  Hanoverians   being   now  quite  fubdued,  An.  1757; 
and  the  whole  force  of  the  French  let  loofe  againft 

the 


are  to  be  executed  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible,  the  Hanoverian  army,  and 
the  corps  which  are  detached 
from  it,  particularly  that  which 
is  at  Buck-Schantz,  and  the 
neighbourhood,  (hall  retire  un- 
der Stade  in  the  fpace  of  eight 
and  forty  hours.  The  French 
army  fhall  not  pafs  the  river 
Ofte,  in  the  dutchy  of  Bremen, 
till  the  limits  be  regulated.  It 
fliall,  befides,  keep  all  the pofts 
and  countries  of  which  it  is  in 
pofTeflion;  and,  not  to  retard 
the  regulation  of  the  limits  be- 
tween the  armies,  commiflaries 
[hall  be  nominated  and  fent  on 
the  tenth  initant  to  Bremen- 
worden,  by  his  royal  highnefs 
the  duke  of  Cumberland,  and 
his  excellency  the  marechal 
duke  de  Richlicu,  to  regulate, 
as  well  the  limits  to  be  affigned 
to  the  French  army,  as  thofe 
that  are  to  be  obferved  by  the 
garrifoa  at  Stade,  according  to 
Art.  III. 

V.  All  the  aforefaid  articles 
lhall  be  faithfully  executed  ac- 
cording to  their  form  and  te- 
nor, and  under  the  faith  of  his 
majefty  the  king  of  Denmark's 
guaranty,  which  the  count  de 
Lynar,  his  minifter,  engages  to 
procure. 

Done  at  the  camp  at  Clofter- 
Seven,   Sept.  8,   1757. 

Signed  WILLIAM. 

SEPARATE  ARTICLES. 

Upon     the    reprefentations 
made  by  the  count  de  Lynar, 
*vith  a  view  to  explain  {bme 
Numb.  13. 


difpofitions  made  by  the  pre- 
fent  convention^  the  following 
articles  have  been  added  : 

I.  It  is  the  intention  of  his 
excellency  the  marechal  duke 
de  Richelieu,  that   the  allied 
troops   of  his  royal   highnefs 
the  duke  of  Cumberland  fhall 
be  fen.t  back  to  their  refpe&ive 
countries,  'according  '  to    the 
form  mentioned  in  the  fecond 
article  ;  and  that  as  to  their  fe- 
paration  and  diftribution  in  the 
country,  it   fhall  be  regulated 
between  the  courts,  thofe  troops 
not  being  confidered  as  prifo- 
ners  of  war. 

II.  It  having   been    repre* 
fented,  that  the  country  of  Lu- 
nenberg  cannot  accommodate 
more   than    fifteen    battalions 
and  fix  fquadrons,  and  that  the 
city  of  Stade  cannot  abfolutely 
contain  the  garrifon  of  fixthou- 
fand  men  allotted  to  it,  his  ex- 
cellency the  marechal  duke  de 
.Richelieu,  being  prefled  by  M. 
de  Lynar,  who  fupported  this 
reprefentation  by  the  guaranty 
of  his   Danifli  majefly,   gives 
his   confent ;    and  .  his  royal 
highnefs  the  duke  of  Cumber- 
land engages,  to  caufe  fifteen, 
battalions  and  fix  fquadrons  to 
pafs  the  Elbe  ;  and  the  whole 
body  of  hunters,  and  the  re- 
maining   ten    battalions    and 
twenty-eight  fquadrons,  fhall 
be  placed  in  the  tov/n  of  Scade, 
and  the  places  nearert  to  it  that 
are  within  the  line,  which  mail 
be  marked  by   polls  from  the 
mouth  of  theLichein  the  Elbe, 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Elmcrbeck 

Jrl  in 


The 
French, 
let  loofe  by 
this  treaty 
againft  the 
king- of 
Pruffia, 
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the  king  of  Pruffia  by  this  treaty,  marechal  Riche- 
lieu immediately  ordered  lieutenant-general  Ber- 
chini  to  march  with  all  poffible  expedition,  with 
the  troops  under  his  command,  to  join  the  prince 
ofSoubife:  the  gens-dyarms,  and  other  troops  that 
were  in  the  landgraviate  of  Heffe-Caflel,  received 
the  fame  order ;  and  fixty  battalions  of  foot,  and 
the  greateft  part  of  the  horfe  belonging  to  the 
French  army,  were  directed  to  attack  the  Prufiian 
territories.     Marechal  Richelieu  himfelf  arrived  at 
Brunfwick  on  the  fifteenth  of  September  •,   and 
having,  in  a  few  days  after,  affembled  an  hundred 
and  ten  battalions,  and  an  hundred  and  fifty  fqua- 
drons,  with  an  hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  near 
enter  his     Wolfenbuttle,  he  entered  the  kingof  Prufiia's  domi- 
domini-      njons  wjth  his  army  on  the  twenty-feventh,  twenty- 
eighth,  and  twenty-ninth  of  the  fame  month,  in 
three  columns,  which  penetrated  into  Halberftadt 
where        and  Brandenburg,  plundering  the  towns,  exacting 
they  c^om-  contributions,  and  committing  many  horrid  enor- 

mit  grtat _ ' 

^{"orders.    JR  the  riyer  ofte.    provided  cell ency  the  marechal  duke  de 

always,  that  the  faid  ten  bat-  Richelieu  hath   fignified,  that 

talions  and  twenty-eight  fqua-  he  will  grant  them  proper  time, 

drons"  fhall  be  quartered  there  provided  the  corps  encamped 

as  they  are  at  the  time  of  fign-  at  Buck-Schantz,   as  well  as 

ing  this  convention,  and  mall  the  army  encamped  at  Bremer- 

not  be  recruited  under  any  pre-  worden,  begin   their  march  to 

text,  or  augmented  in  any  cafe  ;  retire  in  four  and  twenty  houry 

and  this  claufe  is  particularly  after  figning  the  convention, 

guarantied  by  the  count  deLy-  The  time  neceflary  for  other 

uar  in  the  name  of  his  Danifli  arrangements,  and  the  execu- 

majefty.  tion  of  the  articles  concerning 

III.  Upon   the   reprefenta-  the  refpeftive  limits,  mall  be- 

tion  of  his  royal  highnefs  the  fettled  between  lieutenant-ge- 

duke  of  Cumberland,  that  the  neral  Sporcke,  and  the  marquis 

army  and  the   detached  corps  de  Villemar,  firft  lieutenant- 

cannot  both  retire  under  Stade  general  of  the  king's  army, 
in  eight  and  forty  hours,  agree- 
able to  the  convention,  his  ex*  Pone,  &c. 

I 
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mities,  which  their  general  connived  at.     In  the   An-  J757* 
mean  time  the  duke  of  Cumberland  returned  to  Eng- 
land, where  he  arrived  on  the  eleventh  of  October, 
and  Ihortly  after  refigned  all  his  military  commands. 

Had  the  allied  army,  after  the  battle  of  Haften-  Refle&i- 
beck,  marched  directly  to  the  Leine,  as  it  might  mifCOn- 
cafily  have  done,  and  then  taken  poft  on  the  other  duft  of 
fide  of  Wolfenbuttle,  Halberftadt,  and  Magde- 
burgh,  it  might  have  waited  fecurely  under  the 
cannon  of  the  latter  place  for  the  junction  of  the 
Pruffian  forces ;  inftead  of  which,  it  moft  injudi- 
cioufly  turned  off  to  the  Lower  Wefer,  retiring 
fucceffively  from  Hamelen  to  Nienberg,  Verden, 
Rothenburgh,  Buxtchude,  and  laftly  to  Stade, 
where,  for  want  of  fubfiflence  and  elbow-room, 
the  troops  were  all  made  prifoners  of  war  at  large. 
They  made  a  march  of  an  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
to  get  themfelves  cooped  up  in  a  nook,  inftead  of 
taking  the  other  route,  which  was  only  about  an 
hundred  miles,  and  would  have  led  them  to  a  place 
of  fafety :  and,  by  this  unaccountable  conduct,  the  Confe 
king  of  Pruflia  was  not  only  deprived  of  the  aflift-  ^tKa 
ance  of  near  forty  thoufand  good  troops,  which,  in  mifcon- 
the  clofe  of  the  campaign,  might  have  put  him 
upon  an  equality  with  the  French  and  the  army  of 
the  Empire  *  but  alfo  expofed  to,  and  actually  in- 
vaded by  his  numerous  enemies  on  all  fides,  info- 
much  that  his  fituation  became  now  more  danger- 
ous than  ever  j  and  the  fate  which  feemed  to  have 
threatened  the  Emprels  a  few  months  before,  thro* 
his  means,  was,  to  all  appearance,  turned  againft 
himfelf :  his  ruin  was  predicted,  nor  could  human 
prudence  forefee  how  he  might  be  extricated  from 
his  complicated  diftrefs  -,  for,  befides  the  invafion 
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An.  1757.  of  his  territories  by  the  French  under  tne  duke  de" 
Richelieu,  the  Ruffians,  who  had  made  for  a  long 
time  a  dilatory  march,  and  Teemed  uncertain  of 
their  own  refolutions,  all  at  once  haftened  therr 
motion,  and  entered  Ducal  Pruffia  under  marechal 
Apraxin  and  general  Fermor,  marking  their  pro- 
grefs  by  every  inhumanity  that  unbridled  cruelty* 
luft,  and  rapine,  can  be  imagined  capable  of  com- 
mitting. A  large  body  of  Auflrians  entered  Sile- 
fia,  and  penetrated  as  far  as  Breflau  :  then,  turning 
back,  they  laid  fiege  to  the  important  fortrefs  of 
Schweidnitz,  the  key  of  Silefia.  Another  body 
entered  Lufatia,  another  quarter  of  thePruffian  ter- 
ritories, and  made  themfelves  matters  of  Zittair. 
Twenty-two  thoufand  Swedes  pierced  into  Pruffian 
Pomeranra,  took  the  towns  of  Anclam  and  Dem- 
min,  and  laid  the  whole  country  under  contribu* 
tion.  The  army  of  the  Empire,  reinforced  by  that 
of  prince  Soubife,  after  many  delays,  was  at  laft  on 
full  march  to  enter  Saxony  \  and  this  left  the  Auf- 
trians  at  liberty  to  turn  the  greatefl  part  of  their 
forces  to  the  reduction  of  Silefia.  An  Auftrian 
general,  piercing  through  Lufatia,  pafTed  by  the 
Pruffian  armies,  and  fuddenly  prefenting  himfelf 
before  the  gates  of  Berlin,  laid  the  whole  country 
under  contribution ;  and  though  he  retired  on  the 
approach  of  a  body  of  Pruffians,  yet  he  ilill  found 
means  to  interrupt  the  communication  of  thefe  laft 
with  Silefia,  The  Pruffians,  it  is  true,  exerted 
themfelves  bravely  on  all  fides,  and  their  enemies 
fled  before  them-,  but  whilft  one  body  was  pur- 
iuing,  another  gained  upon  them  in  fome  other 
part.  The  winter  approached,  their  flrength  de- 
cayed, and  their  adverJaries  multiplied  daily.  Their 

king, 
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Jcing,  harralTed,  and  almoft  fpent  with  inceflant  fa-  AIL  1757* 
tigue  both  of  body  and  of  mind,  was  excluded  from 
the  Empire.  The  greateft  part  of  his  dominions 
were  either  taken  from  hi m,  or  laid  under  contrir 
.bution,  and  poflerTed  by  his  enemies;  who  col- 
le&ed  the  public  revenues,  fattened  on  the  contri- 
butions, and  with  the  riches  which  they  drew  from 
the  electorate  of  Hanover,  and  other  conquefts, 
defrayed  the  expences  of  the  war :  and,  by  this 
convention  of  Cloiler-feven,  he  was  deprived  of  his 
allies,  and  left  without  any  affiftance  whatever,  ex- 
cepting what  the  Britifh  parliament  might  think 
fit  to  give  him.  How  different  is  this  picture 
from  that  which  the  king  of  Pruflia  might  l\ave 
flattened  out  the  day  he  took  arms  to  enter  Saxony ! 
But,  in  order  to  form  a  clear  idea  of  thefe  events, 
pf  the  (Uuation  of  his  Pruflian  majefty,  and  of  the 
fteps  he  took  to  defeat  the  defigns  of  his  antago- 
nifts,  and  extricate  himfelf  from  his  great  and  nu- 
merous diftreffes,  it  will  be  proper  now  to  take  a 
view  of  the  feveral  tranfactions  of  his  enemies,  as 
well  during  his  flay  in  Bohemia,  as  from  the  time 
of  his  leaving  it,  down  to  that  which  we  are  now 
fpeaking  of. 

Whilft  the  king  of  Pruffia  was  in  Bohemia,  the   TheRuf- 
emprefs  of  Ruflia  ordered  notice  to  be  given  to  all  fian  fleet 
mafters  of  mips,  That  if  any  of  them  were  found   block°up 
aflifting  the  Prufiians,    by   the  tranfportation  of  the  Pruf- 
troops,  artillery,  and  ammunition,  they  mould  be  f*nt^rti 
condemned  as  legal  prizes :  and  her  fleet,  confift-   Baltic, 
ing  of  fifteen  men  of  war  and  frigates,   with  two 
bomb-ketches,  was  fent  to  block  up  the  Pruflian 
ports  in  the  Baltic,  where  it  took  feveral  mips  of 
that  nation,  which  were  employed  in  carrying  prq- 
H  3  vifions 
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An.  1757,  vifions  and  merchandize  from  one  port  to  another. 
One  of  thefe  men  of  war  appearing  before  Memel, 
a  town  of  Poland,  but  fubject  to  Pruffia,  the  com- 
inafldant  fent  an  officer  to  the  captain,  to  know 
whether  he  came  as  a  friend  or  an  enemy  ;  to 
which  the  Ruffian  captain  replied,  That  notwith- 
(landing  the  difpofitions  of  the  empreis  of  both  the 
Ruffias  were  fufficiently  known,  yet  he  would  far- 
ther explain  them,  by  declaring,  that  his  orders, 
and  thofe  of  the  other  Ruffian  commanders,  were, 
in  conformity  to  the  laws  of  war,  to  feize  on  all  the 
Pruffian  vefiels  they  met  with  on  their  cruize. 
Upon  which  the  commandant  of  Memel  imme- 
diately gave  orders  for  pointing  the  cannon,  to  fire 
upon  all  Ruffian  fhips  that  fhould  approach  that 
place. 

The  Ruf-       The  land-forces  of  the  Ruffians   had  now  lin- 

imd  ™M  §erec*  on  t^e^r  march  upwards  of  fix  months ;  and 
Apraxin'  it  was  pretty  generally  doubted,  by  thofe  who  were 
quickens  fuppofed  to  have  the  beft  intelligence,  whether 

3tS   mo-  ,  i    r  i  11  r      • 

tions,  in  the7  ever  were  defigned  really  to  pafs  into  the 
order  to  Pruffian  territories,  not  only  on  account  of  their 

Pruffia  *on&  ^  on  ^e  b°rc*ers  c^  Lithuania,  but  alfo  be- 
caufe  feveral  of  their  Cofiacks  had  been  fevcrely  pu- 
nifhed  for  plundering  the  waggons  of  fome  Pruf- 
fian peafants  upon  the  frontiers  of  Courland,  and 
the  damage  of  the  peafants  compenfated  with  mo- 
ney, though  general  Apraxin's  army  was  at  the 
fame  time  greatly  diftrefled  by  the  want  of  provi- 
fions ;  when,  on  a  fudden,  they  quickened  their 
motions,  and  mewed  they  were  in  earned  deter- 
mined to  accomplifh  the  ruin  of  Pruffia,  Their 
firil  act  of  hoflility  was  the  attack  of  Memel,  which 
furrendered  ;  and  by  the  articles  of  capitulation  it 

was 
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was  agreed,  that  the  garrifon  fhould  march  out   An-  '7S7« 
with  all  the  honours  of  war,  after  having  engaged  J^™^ 

' 


not  to  ferve  againfl  the  'Emprefs,  or  any  of  her  al-   the  Rui- 
lies,  for  the  fpace  of  one  year.  fans. 

His  Pruffian  majefty,  juftly  forefeeing  the  great 
enormities  that  were  to  be  expeded  from  thele  fa- 
yage  enemies,  who.  were  unaccuftomed  to  make 
war,  except  upon  nations  as  barbarous  as  them- 
felves,  who  looked  upon  war  only  as  an  opportu- 
nity for  plunder,  and  ev&ry  country  through  which 
they  happened  to  march  as  their's  by  right  of  con- 
queft  •,  caufed  the  following  declaration  to  bepub- 
lifhed,  which  is  fo  full  of  fentiments  becoming  a 
great  prince,  that  the  reader  will  not  be  diipleafed 
*o  fee  it  here  at  length. 

4<  It  is  fufficiently  known,  that  the  king  of  Pruf-   Declara- 
fia,  after  the  example  of  his  glorious  predeceflbrs,   J^"0^  * 
has,  ever  fince  his  accefiion  to  the  crown,  laid  it  Pruflia  on 
down  as  a  maxim  to  feek  the  friendmip  of  the  im-  £hls  occa" 
perial  court  of  Ruffia,  and  cultivate  it  by  every 
method.     His  Prufilan  majefty  hath  had  the  fatif- 
fadion  to  live,  for  feveral  furxefJive  years,  in  the 
flrideft  harmony  with  the  reigning  Emprefsj  and 
this  happy  union  would  be  ftill  fubMing,  if  evil- 
minded  potentates  had  not  broke  it  by  their  fecret 
machinations,  and  carried  things  to  fwch  a  height,  - 
that  the  minifters  on  both  fides  have  been  recalled, 
and  the  correfpondencc  broken  off. 

^  Jiowever  melancholy  tbefe  circumftances 
might  be  for  the  king,  his  majefty  was  neverthe- 
kfs  moft  attentive  to  prevent  any  thing  that  might 
increafe  the  alienation  of  the  Ruffian  court.  He 
hath  been  particularly  careful,  during  the  diftnrb- 
ances  of  the  war  that  now  unhappily  rages,  to  avoid 
H  4  what- 
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An.  1757.  whatever  might  involve  him  in  a  difference  with. 
that  court,  notwithftanding  the  great  grievances 
he  hath  to  aliedge  againft  it ;  and  .that  it  was  pub- 
licly known  the  court  of  Vienna  had  at  laft  drawn 
that  of  Ruflia  into  its  deftructive  views,  and  made 
it  ferve  as  an  inftrurDent  for  favouring  the.fchemes. 
of  Auftria. 

"  His  majefty  hath  given  the  whole  world  in-, 
ronteilable  proofs,  that  he  was  under  an  indif- 
penfable  nece/Hty  of  having  recourfe  to  the  mea- 
fures  he  hath  taken  againft  the  courts  of  Vienna 
and  Saxony,  who  forced  him,  by  their  conduct,  to 
-take  up  arms  for  his  defence.  Yet,  even  fmce 
things  have  been  brought  to  this  extremity,  the 
king  hath  offered  to  lay  down  his  arms,  if  proper 
Securities  fhould  be  granted  to  him. 

"  His  majefly  hath  not  rieglecled  to  expofe  the 
artifices  by  which  the  imperial  court  of  Ruffia  hath 
been  drawn  into  meafures  fo  oppofite  to  the  Em- 
prefs's  fentiments,  and  which  would  excite  the  ut- 
moft  indignation  of  that  great  princefs,  if  the  truth 
could  be  placed  befor^  her  without  difguife.  The 
King  did  more  :  he  fuggefted  to  her  imperial  ma- 
jefty  fufficient  means  either  to  excufe  her  not 
taking  any  part  in  the  prefent  war,  or  to  avoid, 
upon  the  jufteft  grounds,  the  execution  of  thofe 
engagements  which  the  court  of  Vienna  claimed 
by  a  manifeft  abufe  of  obligations,  which  they  em- 
ployed to  palliate  their  unlawful  views. 

fc  It  wholly  depended  upon  the  emprefs  of 
Ruflia  to  extinguish  the  flames  of  the  war,  with- 
out unfheathing  the  fword,  by  purfuing  the  mea- 
fures fuggefted  by  the  King.  This  condud  would 
have  immortalized  her  reign  throughout  all  Eu- 
rope. 
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rope.  It  would  have  gained  her  more  lading  glo-  An-  '7S7' 
ry,  than  can  be  acquired  by  the  greateft  triumphs. 
"  The  King  finds,  with  regret,  that  all  his  pre- 
cautions and  care  to  maintain  peace  with  the  Ruf- 
fian empire  are  fruitlefs,  and  that  the  intrigues  of 
his  enemies  have  prevailed,  His  majefty  fees  all 
the  cpnfiderations  of  friendihip  and  good  neigh- 
bourhood fet  afide  by  the  irpperial  court  of  Ruffia, 
as  well  as  the  obfervance  of  its  engagements  with 
bis  majefty.  He  fees  that  court  marching  its 
troops  through  the  territories  of  a  foreign  power, 
and  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  treaties,  in  order  to 
attack  the  King  in  his  dominions ;  and  thus  taking 
part  in  a  war,  in  which  his  enemies  have  involved 
the  Ruffian  empire. 

"  In  fuch  circumftances,  the  King  hath  no  other 
part  to  take,  but  to  employ  the  power  which  God 
hath  injrufted  to  him,  in  defending  himfclf,  pro- 
tecting his  fubjects,  and  repelling  every  unjuft  at- 
tack. 

"  His  majefty  will  never  lofe  fight  of  the  rules 
which  are  obferved,  even  in  the  midft  of  war, 
among  civilized  nations.  But  if,  contrary  to  all 
hope  and  expectation,  thefe  rules  fhould  be  vio- 
lated by  the  troops  of  Ruffia,  if  they  commit  in  the 
king's  territories  diforders  and  excefles  difallowed 
by  the  laws  of  arms,  his  majefty  muft  not  be 
blamed  if  he  makes  reprifals  in  Saxony;  and  if,. 
inflead  of  that  good  order  and  rigorous  difcipline 
which  have  hitherto  been  obferved  by  his  army, 
avoiding  all  forts  of  violence,  he  finds  himfelf 
forced,  contrary  to  his  inclination,  to  fuffer  the  pro- 
vinces and  fubjects  of  Saxony  to  be  treated  in  the 
Jarne  manner  as  his  own  territories  fhall  be  treated. 

"  As 
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"  As  to  the  reft,  the  king  will  foon  publifh  to 
the  whole  world  the  futility  of  the  rtfafons  alledged 
by  the  imperial  court  of  Ruflia  to  juftify  its  ag- 
.greffion  :  and  as  his  majefty  is  forced  upon  making 
his  defence,  he  has  room  to  hope,  with  confidence, 
that  the  Lord  of  hofts  will  blefs  his  righteous  arms, 
that  he  will  difappoint  the  unjuft  enterprises  of  his 
enemies,  and  grant  him  his  powerful  afTi  fiance,  to 
enable  him  to  make  head  againfl  them." 

When  the  king  of  PrufTia  was  put  under  the 
ban  of  the  empire,  the  feveral  princes  who  com- 
pofe  that  body,  were  required,  by  the  decree  of 
the  Aulic  council,  as  we  obferved  before,  to  fur- 
nifh  their  refpeftive  contingents  againfl  him. 
Thofe  whp  feared  him  looked  upon  this  as  a  fair 
opportunity  of  reducing  him  •,  and  thofe  who 
flood  in  awe  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  were,  thro' 
neceffity,  compelled  to  fupport  that  power  which 
they  dreaded.  Befides,  they  were  accuflomed  to 
the  influence  of  a  family,  in  which  the  empire  had, 
for  a  long  time,  been  in  a  manner  hereditary  ;  and 
were  alfo  intimidated  by  the  appearance  of  a  confe- 
deracy, the  moft  formidable,  perhaps,  that  the 
world  had  ever  feen.  Yet,  notwithftanding  all 
this,  the  contingents,  both  of  men  and  money, 
were  collected  flowly  •,  the  troops  were  badly  com- 
pofed  ;  and  many  of  thofe,  not- only  of  the  Pro- 
teflant  princes,  but  alfo  of  the  Catholics,  fhewed 
the  utmoft  reluftance  to  aft  againfl  his  Prufiian 
majefty,  which,  indeed,  none  of  them  would  have 
been  able  to  do,  had  it  not  been  for  the  afliftance 
of  the  French  under  the  prince  of  Soubife.  The 
Eleflor- Palatine  loft  above  a  thoufand  men  by  de- 
fertion.  Four  thoufand  of  the  troops  belonging  to 

the 
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the  duke  of  Wirtemberg,  being  delivered  to  the  An-  *7S7- 
French  commifiary  on  the  twenty -fourth  of  June, 
were  immediately  reviewed  j  but  the  review  was 
fcarcely  finifhed,  when  they  began  to  cry  aloud, 
that  they  were  fold.  The  next  morning  thirty  of 
them  deferted  at  once,  and  were  foon  followed  by 
parties  of  twenty  and  thirty  each,  who  forced  their 
ways  through  the  detachments  that  guarded  the 
gates  of  Stutgard,  and  in  the  evening  the  mutiny 
became  general.  They  fired  upon  the  officers  in 
the  barracks,  and  let  their  general  know,  that  if 
he  did  not  immediately  withdraw,  they  would  (hoot 
him.  Mean  while  fome  of  the  officers  having 
purfued  the  deferters,  brought  back  a  part  of  them, 
prifoners,  when  the  reft  of  the  foldiers  declared, 
that  if  they  were  not  immediately  releafed,  they 
would  fet  fire  to  the  ftadthoufe  and  barracks  -,  upon 
which  the  prifoners  were  fet  at  liberty  late  in  the 
evening.  The  next  morning  the  foldiers  aflem- 
bled,  and  having  feized  fome  of  the  officers,  three 
or  four  hundred  of  them  marched  out  of  the  town 
at  a  time,  with  the  mufic  of  the  regiments  playing 
before  them-,  and  in  this  manner  near  three  thou- 
fand  of  them  filed  off,  and  the  remainder  were  af- 
terwards djfcharged. 

The  king  of  Pruflia,  upon  his  leaving  Bohemia,  The  king 
after  the  battle  of  Kolin,  retired  towards  Saxony,  of  Pruffia 
as  we  obferved  before  -,  and  having  fent  his  heavy  at^Leit-* 
artillery  and  mortars  up  the  Elbe  toDrefden,  fixed  meritz. 
his   camp  on  the  banks  of  that  river,   at  Leit- 
meritz,  where   his   main   army  was  flrongly  in- 
trenched, whilft  marechal  Keith,  with  the  troops 
under  his  command,  encamped  on  the  oppofite 
fhore  j  a  free  communication  being  kept  open  by 

means 
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^n-  17S7-  means  of  a  bridge.    At  the  fame  time  detachments 

were  ordered  to  fecure  the  paries  into  Saxony. 
TheAuf-        As  this   pofition  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  pre- 
trians  take  vented  the  Auftrians  from  being  able  to  penetrate 
into  Saxony  by  the  way  of  the  Elbe,  they  moved, 
by  flow  marches,  into  the  circle  of  Buntzlau,  and, 
at  laft,  with   a  detachment,  commanded  by    the 
duke  d'Aremberg  and  M.  Macguife,  on.  the  eigh- 
teenth of  June,  fell  fuddenly  upon,  and-took  the 
important poft  of  Gabel,  fituated  betweenBoemim- 
Leypa  and  Zittau,  after  an  obftinate  defence  made 
by  the  Pruffian  garriibn,  under  major-general  Put- 
Itammer,  confifling  of  four  battalions,  who  were 
obliged  to  furrender  prifoners  of  war. 
Upon  The  Auftrians  having  by  this  means  gained  a 

drawin  roarch  towards  Lufatia,  upon  a  corps  ^vhich  had 
towards  been  detached  under  the  command  of  the  prince 
Lufatia,  of  PrufFia,  to  watch  their  motions  ;  his  Pruffian 
of^ruffia  majefty  thought  proper  to  leaye  Leitmeritz  on 
decamps  the  twentieth  in  the  morning,  and  lay  that  night 
meritz  "  at  Lickowitz,  a  village  oppofite  to  Leitmeritz,  of 
and  which  a  battalion  of  his  troops  ftill  kept  pofTef- 

^10n'  w^^^  ^e  re^  °^  ^1IS  army'  remained  en- 
camped in  the  plain  before  that  place.  The  next 
morning,  at  break  of  day,  prince  Henry  decamped, 
and  made  fo  good  a  difppfition  for  his  retreat,  that 
he  did  not  lole  a  fingle  man,  though  he  marched 
in  fight  of  the  whole  body  of  Auflrian  irregulars. 
He  pa(Ted  the  bridge  at  Leitmeritz,  after  withdraw- 
ing the  battalion  that  was  in  the  town,  and  having 
burnt  the  bridge,  the  whole  army  united,  and 
made  a  fmall  movement  towards  the  pafTes  of  the 
mountains  •,  the  king  then  lying  at  Sulowitz,  near 
|he  field  wh?re  the  battle  of  Lowofchutz  was 
.  5  fought 
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fought  on  the  firft  of  Oftober  of  the  preceding  An* 
year.  The  heavy  baggage  was  fent  on  in  the  af- 
ternoon, with  a  proper  efcorte  ;  and  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  twenty-fecond  the  army  marched  in  two 
columns,  and  encamped  on  the  high  grounds  at 
Lufechitz,  a  little  beyond  Lenai,  where  it  halted 
the  twenty  third.  No  attack  was  made  upon  the 
rear  guard,  tho'  great  numbers  of  Auftrian  hufiars, 
and  other  irregulars,  had  appeared  the  evening  be- 
fore within  cannon  mot  of  the  PrufTian  camp.  On 
the  twenty-fourth  the  army  marched  toNellendorf; 
on  the  twenty  fifth  it  encamped  nearCotta;  on 
the  twenty-  fixth  near  Pirna,  where  it  halted  the  next 
day  •,  and  on  the  twenty-eighth  it  crofTed  the  river- 
near  that  place,  and  entered  Lufatia,  where,  by 
'the  end  of  the  month,  it  encamped  at  Bautzen. 

The  king's  army  made  this  retreat  with  all  the  TheAuf- 


fuccefs  that  could  be  wifhed  •,  but  the  corps  under  ^ians  de- 
the  prince  of  Pruffia  had  not  the  fame  good  for-      ° 


tune  :   for  the  Auflrians,  immediately  after  their 
taking  Gabel,  fcnt  a   ftrong  detachment  againft 
Zittau,  a  tradmg  town  in  the  circle  of  Upper  Sax- 
ony, where  the  Prufilans  had  large  magazines,  and 
a  garrifon  of  fix  battalions,  and,  in  his  fight,  at- 
tacked it  with  uncommon  rage.    Paying  no  regard 
to  the  inhabitants  as  being  friends  or  allies,  but 
determined  to  reduce  the  place  before  the  king  of 
;  Pruffia  could  have  time  to  march  to  its  relief;  they 
no  fooner  arrived  before  it,  than  they  bombarded 
and  cannonaded  it  with  fnch  fury,  that  moft  of  the 
garrifon  finding  themfelves  unable  to  refift,  made  with  many 
•their  efcap?,  and  carried  off  as  much  as  they  could  circum- 
of  the  magazines,  leaving  only  three  or  four  hundred  Of  great 
men  in  the  town,  under  colonel  Diricke,  to  hoW  cruelty. 
-  it 
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An.  1757.  it  out  as  long  as  pofTible  ;  which  he  accordingly 
did,  till  the  whole  place  was  almoft  deftroyed. 
The  cannonading  began  on  the  twenty- third  of 
July,  at  eleven  in  the  morning,,  and  lafted  till  five 
in  the  evening.  In  this  fpace  of  time  four  thou- 
fand  balls,  many  of  them  red-hot,  were  fired  into 
this  unfortunate  city,  with  fo  little  intermifiion 
that  it  was  foon  fct  on  fire  in  feveral  places.  In  the 
confufion  which  the  conflagration  produced,  the 
Auflrians  entered  the  town,  and  the  inhabitants 
imagined  that  they  had  then  nothing  farther  to 
fear ;  and  that  their  friends,  the  Auftrians,  would 
aflift  them  in  extinguifhing  the  flames,  and  faving 
the  place  :  but  in  this  their  expectations  were 
difappointed.  The  Pandours  and  Sclavonians, 
who  rulhed  in  with  the  regular  troops,  made  no 
diftinction  between  the  Prufiians  and  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Zittau  :  inftead  of  helping  to  quench  the 
flames,  they  began  to  plunder  the  warehoufes 
which  the  fire  had  not  reached  $  fo  that  all  the  va- 
luable goods  they  contained,  particularly  linens, 
were  either  carried  off  or  reduced  to  afhes.  Up- 
wards of  fix  hundred  houfes,  and  almoft  all  the 
public  buildings,  the  cathedrals  of  St.  John  and 
St.  James,  the  orphan-houfe,  eight  parfonage- 
houfes,  eight  fchools,  the  town-houfe,  and  every 
thing  contained  in  it,  the  public  weigh-houfe,  the 
prifon,  the  archives,  and  all  the  other  documents 
of  the  town-council,  the  plate,  and  other  things 
of  value,  prefented  to  the  town,  from  time  to 
time,  by  emperors,  kings,  and  other  princes  and 
noblemen,  were  entirely  deftroyed,  and  more  than 
four  hundred  citizens  were  killed  in  this  afTault. 
Of  the  whole  town  there  was  left  {landing  only  one 

hundred 


G  E  O  R  G  E    H.  127 

hundred  and  thirty  -eight  houfes,  two  churches,  the  An-  '7S7- 
council  library,  and  the  falt-work.  The  queen  of 
Poland  was  fo  affected  by  this  melancholy  account, 
that  fhe  is  faid  to  have  fainted  away  upon  hearing 
it.  As  this  city  belonged  to  their  friend  the  king 
of  Poland,  the  Auftrians  thought  proper  to  pub- 
lilh  an  excufe  for  their  conduct,  afcribing  it  en- 
tirely to  the  necefiity  they  were  under,  and  the 
obftinate  defence  made  by  the  Pruflian  garrifon. 
But  what  excufes  can.  attbne  for  fuch  barbarity  ? 

The  corps  under  the  prince  of  Pruffia,  which 
had  been  forced  to  fee  the  deftruftion  of  this  un- 
happy place,  without  being  able  to  prevent  it,  was, 
by  the  king's  march  to  Bautzen,  fortunately  ex- 
tricated from  the  danger  of  being  furrounded  by 
the  Auftrians,  who,  upon  his  majefty's  approach, 
retired  from  their  pofls  on  the  right.     Soon  after  ^c 
this  the  prince  of  Pruffia,  rinding  his  health  much  prince  of 
impaired  by  the  fatigues  of  the  campaign  f,  quit-  £™^sa 
ted  the  army,  and  returned  to  Berlin.  In  the  mean  army, 
time  marechal  Keith,  who  had  been  left  upon  the 
frontier  to  guard  the  pafles   of  the  mountains  of 
Bohemia,  arrived  at  Pirna,  having  been  much  nar- 
rated in  his  march  by  the  enemy's  irregular  troops, 
and  loft  fome  waggons  of  provifions  and  baggage, 

t  This  was  the  rcafon  that  that  fubjeft  :  upon  which  hir 
was  publicly  afligned  for  his  majefty, with,  an  air  of  great  dif- 
quitting  the  army :  but  a  much  approbation,  told  him,  '*  That 
more  probable  one,  which  was  the  air  of  Berlin  would  be  bet- 
only  whifpered,  feems  to  have  ter  for  him  than  that  of  the 
been,  that  this  prince,  than  camp."  The  prince  accord - 
whom  none  ever  was  more  re-  ingly  retired  to  Berlin,  where 
markable  for  humanity  and  he  died  foon  after  ;  grief  and 
the  focial  virtues,  diflikingthe  concern  for  the  welfare  of  his 
violent  proceedings  of  the  king  brother,  and  for  the  fteps  taken 
his  brother,  could  not  refrain  by  him,  having  no  fmall  fhare 
from  export  alating  with  him  on  in  his  deatlu 

After 
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An.  1757.  After  refting  a  day  at  Pirna,  he  purfued  his  marcli 

through  Drcfden  with  twenty  battalions  and  forty 

fquadrons,  and  encamped  on  the  right  of  the  Elbe, 

before  the  gate  of  the  new  city,  from  whence  he 

joined  the  king  between  Bautzen  and  Gorlitz.  The 

which  re-  Pruffian  army    now   reaflembled   at    this    place, 

affembles    amounted  to  about  fixty  thoufand  men,  befides 

near  caut-  '  1-1 

zen,  twelve  battalions  and  ten  fquadrons  which  remain- 

ed in  the  famous  camp  at  Pirna,  under  the  prince 
of  Anhah-DelTau,  to  cover  Drefden,  fccure  the 
gorges  of  the  mountains,  and  check  the  incurfions 
of  the  Auftrian  irregulars,  with  whom,  as  they 
were  continually  flying  about  the  fkirts  of  the  Pruf- 
fian army,  as  well  in  their  encampments  as  on 
their  marches,  almoft  daily  fkirmimes  happened, 
with  various  fuccefs. 
but  is  Though  fome  of  thefe  encounters  were  very 

bea*kirned  blood7>  they  cofl:  the  Pruffians  much  fewer  men 
•ttftcft  than  they  loft  by  defertion  fmce  the  battle  of  Ko- 
and  de-  \\nf  The  reafon  of  this  feems  obvious.  The  Pruf- 
fian army  had  been  recruited,  in  times  of  peace, 
from  all  parts  of  Germany  ;  and  though  this  way 
of  recruiting  may  be  very  proper  in  fnch  times,  yet 
it  cannot  be  expected  to  anfwer  in  a  ftate  of  aclual 
war,  efpecially  an  unfortunate  war  -,  becaufe  the  fi- 
delity of  fucK  foldiers  can  never  be  fo  much  de- 
pended on  as  that  of  natives,  who  ferve  their  na- 
tural fovereign  from  principle,  and  net  merely  for 
pay,  and  who  muft  defert  their  country,  their  pa- 
rents, and  their  friends,  at  tjie  fame  time  that  they 
defert  their  prince. 

It  will  be  proper  here  to  take  notice  of  fome 
events,  which  could  not  eafily  be  mentioned  be- 
fore, without  breaking  through  the  order  we 

have 
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have  propofed  to  ourfelves  in  the  writing  of  this   An.  1757. 
hiftory. 

The  Emprefs- queen,  more  embittered  than  ever  Minilters 
againft  the  king  of  Pruffia  and  his  allies,  recalled  £££? 
her  minifters,  count  Coloredo,  and  monf.  'Zohern,   powers 
from  London,   towards  the  beginning  of  July  ;  rccalled* 
and   about  the  fame  time   count  Kaunitz,  great 
chancellor  of  the  empire,  informed   Mr.  Keith, 
the  Brit'fh  minifter  at  Vienna,  that   the  court  of 
London,  by  the  fuccours  it  had  given,  and  (till 
continued  to  give  the  king  of  Pruffia,  as  well  as 
by  other  circumftances  relating  to  the  prefent  (late 
of  affairs,  having  broken  the  folemn  engagements 
which  united  this  crown  with  the  houfe  of  Auftria, 
her  majeily  the  Emprefs-queen  had  thought  proper 
to  fecal  her   minifter  from  England,  and  conic- 
quently  to    break    off  all  correlpondence.     Mr. 
Keith,  in  purfuance  of  this  notice,  fet  out  from  Vi- 
enna on  the  twenty-ninth  of  July  ;  as  did  alio  Mr. 
Dayrolle,  his   Britannic  majefty's  minifter  at  the 
court  of  BrufTels,  from  this  laft  place,  about  the 
fame  time,    v 

On  the  feventh  of  July  general  Pifa,  comman-  The  con*; 
dant  of  Oftend,  Nieuport,  and  the  maritime  ports  munka- 
of  Flanders,  fent  his  adjutant  to  the  Englifh  vice-  JJJJ^*1 
conful  at  Oftend,  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  England 
tell  him,  that  by  orders  from  his  court  all  commu-  an^°^ 
nication  with  England  was  broke  off  •,  and  defired  broke  o£ 
the  vice-conful  to  intimate  to  the  pacquet-boats 
and  Bdtilh  (hipping  at  Oftend,  Bruges,  and  Nieu- 
port, to  depart  in  twenty  four  hours,  and  not  to 
return  into  any  of  the  ports  of  the  Emprefs  queen, 
till  farther  diipofitions  Ihould  be  made ;  which  was 
accordingly  done. 

Numb.   13,  J  The 
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An.  175,7-  The  reafons  alledged  by  the  court  of  Vienna, 
for  debarring  the  fubjecls  of  his  Britannic  majefty 
from  the  ufe  of  theie  ports,  obtained  for  the  houfe 
of  Auftria  by  the  arms  and  treafu  es  of 'Great  Bri- 
tain, were,  "  That  her  Imperial  majefty,  the  Em- 
prefs-queen,  could  not,  with  indifference,  lee  Eng- 
land, inftead  of  giving  the  fuccours  due  to  her  by 
the  mofl  folemn  treaties,  enter  into  an  alliance  with. 
her  enemy  the  king  of  Pruffia,  and  actually  af- 
ford him  all  manner  of  afliftance,  affembling 
armies  to  oppofe  thole  which  the  moil  Chriftiart 
king,  her  ally,  had  fen£  to  her  aid,  and  fuffering 
privateers  to  exercife  open  violence  in  her  roads*, 
under  the  cannon  of  her  ports  and  coafts,  without 
giving  the  lead  fatisfaclion  or  aniwer  to  the  com- 
plaints made  on  that  account ;  and  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  himfelf,  at  the  very  time  fhe  was  of- 
fering him  a  neutrality  for  Hanover,  publilhing 
by  a  meffage  to  his  parliament,  thatfhe  had  form- 
ed, with  the  mod  Chriilian  king,  dangerous  de- 
figns  againft  that  electorate  :  therefore  her  majeily, 
defirons  of  providing  for  the  fecurity  of  her  ports,, 
judged  it  expedient  to  give  the  forementioned  or- 
ders ;  and  at  the  fame  time  to  declare,  that  fhe. 
could  no  longer  permit  a  free  communication  be- 
tween her  fubjecls  and  the  E.ngliib,  which  had  hi- 
therto been  founded  upon  treaties  that  Great  Bri- 
tain had,  without  fcrupie,  openly  violated." 

However,  notwithftanding  theie  orders,  the 
Englifh  pacquet- boats,  with  letters,  were  allowed. 
to  pafs  as  ufual  to  and  from  Oitend  ;  the  minifters 
of  her  Imperial  majefty  wifely  confidering,  how 
good  a  revenue  the  poitage  of  our  letters  brings, 
into  the  poll-office  of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands.  , 

Oflend 
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Oftend  and  Nieuport,  by  order  of  her  Imperial  An.  1757. 
majefty,   received  each  of  them  a  French  garrilbnj    Oftend 
the  former  on  the  nineteenth  of  July,  and  the  lat-   ™n   '*"" 
ter  the  next  day,  under  the  command  of  M.  de  la  rifoned  by 
Motte.  upon  whofe  arrival  the  Auftrian  troops  eva-   'he 
cuated  thofe  places  \  though  the  Emprefs-queen 
ftill  rtferved  to  herleli",  in   both  of  them,  the  full 
and  free  exercife  of  all   her  rights  of  fovereignty  ; 
to  which  purpofe  an  oath  was  adminiftered  to  the 
French  commandant  by  her  majefty's  minifter-ple- 
nipotentiary  for  the  government  of  the  Low  Coun* 
tries. 

At  the  fame  time  their  Imperial  and  moft  Chrif-   Ham- 
tian  majefties  notified  to  the  magiftracy  of  Ham-  ^ed"1 
burg,   that  they  muft  not  admit  any  Englifh  men 
of  war,  or  tranfports,  into  their  port,  on  pain  of 
having  a  French  garriion  impofed  on  them. 

The  city  of  Gueldres,  which  had  been  blocked  Gueldres 
up  by  the  French  ever  imce  the  beginning  of  |^t^U 
iiimmer,  was  forced  by  famine  to  capitulate  on  the 
twtnty  -fourth  of  Auguft,  and  the  garrifon  marched 
out  with  ail  the  honours  of  war,  in  order  to  be  con- 
ducted to  Berlin  :  but  fo  many  of  them  deferted, 
that  when  they  paffed  by  Cologne,  the  whole  gar- 
riion confided  only  of- the  commandant,  and  forty- 
fcven  men.  By  the  furrender  of  this  place  the 
whole  country  lay  opt-n  to  the  French  and  their 
allies  quite  up  to  Magdeburg  •,  and  the  Emprefs- 
queen  immediately  received  two  hundred  thou- 
iand  crowns  from  the  revenues  of  Cleves  and  la 
Marcke  alone, 

To  return  to  the  affairs   more  immediately  re-   fians  and 
lating  to  the  king  of  Pruffia.     The  advanced  pofts   parties^ 

of  the  prince  of  Anhalt-DeiTau  at  Pirna,  were  at-  the  Auf- 
T  i      i    titan* 

1  2  tacked 
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An.  1757.  tacked  on  the  tenth  of  Anguft  by  a  body  of  hiaf- 
fars,  and  other  irregular  troops  of  the  Auflriajis  ; 
but  the  PrufTians  loon  caufed  them  to  retire,  with 
the  lofs  of  ieveral  men  and  two  pieces  of  cannon-. 

On  the  nineteenth  of  the  fame  month,  early  in, 
the  morning,  a  great  number  of  Auftriari  Pan- 
dours  furrounded  a  little  town  called  Gotliebe,  in 
which  a  PrufTian  garrifon  was  quartered,  with  a  de- 
fign  to  take  it  by  lurprize.  The  Pandours  attacked 
it  on  all  fides,  and  in  the  beginning  killed  twenty- 
three  Pruffians,  and  wounded  ieveral  ;  but  the 
Pruffians  having  rallied,  repulfed  the  affailants  with 
great  lofs. 

Theie,  however,  were  but  a  fort  of  preludes  to- 
much  more  deciiive  actions  which  happened  foon< 
after.  Sileiia,  which  had  hitherto  been  lindiilurb- 
ed  this  year,  began  now  to  feel  the  effects  of  war- 
Baron  Jahnus,  an  Auftrian  colonel,  entering  that 
country  with  only  an  handful  of  menr  made  him- 
felf  mafter  of  Hirichberg,  Waldenbcrg,  Gottes- 
burg,  Frankenftein,  and  Landmut.  They  werr^ 
indeed,  but  open  places,  and  he  was  repulfed  in  ai> 
attempt  upon  Strigau.  On  the  fide  of  Franconia 
the  army  of  the  empire  was  afTembling  with  all 
f[-eed,  under  the  prince  of  Saxe-Hildburghaufcn': 
the  French  were  marching  a  fecond  army  from  their 
interior  provin.es  into  Alface,  in  order  to  join  the 
Imperialifts-,  and  the  firft  divifion  of  their  troops  had 
already  entered  the  empire,  and  were  advanced  as 
far  as  Hanau.  The  Swedes  were  now  preparing, 
with  the  utmoft  expedition,  to  fend  a  numerous 
army  irr.o  Pomerania-,  and  the  Ruffians,  who, 
fince  the  taking  of  Memel,  had  not  done  the 
king  of  Pruffia  much  damage,  befides  that  of 

obliging 
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obliging  him  to  keep  an  army  in  PrufTia  to  oppofe   An-  »757 
them,  and  interrupting  the  trade  of  Koningiberg 
by  their  fquadrons,  were  again  advancing  with  hafty 
ft  rides  towards  Pruflla,    marking  their  fteps  with 
horrid  deiblation. 

Field- marechal  Lehwald,  who  had  been  left  in 
Pruflia,  wiih  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand  men,  to 
guard  that  kingdom  during  the  abfenceof  his  maf- 
ter,  was  encamped  near  Velau,  when  the  Ruffians, 
to  the  number  of  eighty  thoufand,  after  taking  Me- 
mel,  advanced  agair.ft  the  territories  of  the  Pruf- 
fian  king*,  whofe  fituation  now  drew  upon  him 

the 


Eighty   ' 

thoufand 

Ruffians 

advance 

again  it 

Prulfia. 


*  Marechal  Lehwald,  to  ftiew 
how  much  the  court  of  Ruflia 
is  every  way  worthy  of  being 
joined  in  alliance  with  France 
and  Auftria,  publilhed,  on  this 
occafion,  the  following  decla- 
ration, in  anfwer  to  an  artful 
manillo  difperfed  a  litt'e  while 
before  by  the  Ruflr«ns,  with  a 
•view  of  leducing  the  fubje&s  of 
the  king  of  Pruflia. 

"  The  Imperial  court  of 
Ruflia,  not  contented  with  at- 
tacking the  dominions  of  his 
majefty  the  king  of  Pruflia,  has 
notfcrupled  to  publilh  a  mani- 
fefto,  whereby  (he  endeavours 
•to  draw  the  inhabitants  of  Pruf- 
fia  into  her  dominions,  and  to 
alienate  them  from  the  alle- 
giance they  owe  to  their  Sove- 
reign :  to  which  end  me  makes 
uie  of  infmuations,  not  only 
repugnant  to  the  laws  of  war, 
but  alib  contrary  to  the  law  of 
nations. 

<A  One  may  eafily  fee  that 
her  defign  is  to  depopulate 
Pruflla  ;  nor  is  it  more  difficult 
to  perceive,  thirt  what  that 


court  aflerts  in  her  manifefto, 
is  quite  void  of  foundation, 
and  cannot  even  palliate  her 
unjuft  views. 

"  Foreigners  never  were 
conftrained  to  fettle  in  this 
country  ;  nor  was  any  oppofi- 
tion  ever  made  to  their  with- 
drawing, when  they  de/ired  it : 
even  the  migration  duties, paid 
in  other  countries,  have  not 
been  demanded  of  them.  Fo- 
reigners in  eafy  cvrcumftances, 
who,  after  having  fettled  in 
Pruflia,  wanted  to  remove  elfe- 
where  with  their  effects,  have 
been  allowed  to  do  it,  without 
being  crampt  in  anv  thing  ; 
and  this  by  virtue  of  the  edicts 
of  the  firft  of  September,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
forty-feven,  and  the  third  of 
September,  one  thoufand  feven 
•hundred  and  forty  nine. 

"  It  is  well  known,  that  his 
majerty*3  fubjecls  enjoy  not 
only  all  the  liberty  potfible  and 
allow'd  in  well-regulated ftates; 
that  they  may  expect,  on  all 
occafions,  the  ilrideit  iuitice  ; 
•4,3  but 
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An.  1757.    the  attention  of  all  Europe  •,  fome  looking  upon 
his  diftrefTes  with  pity,   becaufe  they  admired  his 


great 


but  they  alfo  can  tru'y  boaft  of 
many  other  advantages  under 
the  wife  government  of  their 
monarch. 

"  On  the  other  hand,  it  is 
no  lefs  notorious,  that  the  in- 
habitants of  the  provinces  un- 
der the  dominion  of  the  Ruffian 
empire,  live  in  continual  op^ 
preilion  ;  that  they  are  fre- 
quently expofed  to  the  moft 
rigorous  treatment  ;  that  the 
fmalleft  faults  are  punifhed  with 
exile  in  Siberia  ;  and  that  fo- 
reigners, once  fettled  in  Ruffia, 
find  it  very  hard  to  obtain  leave 
to  return  to  their  own  country, 
or  to  remove  elfewhere. 

"  Moreover,  the  prefent  war 
affords  fad  examples  of  the  lit- 
tle ftrefs  that  is  to  be  laid  on 
the  moft  formal  promifes.  We 
have  feen,that  notwithftanding 
thofe  promifes,  and  in  fpite  of 
the  paflports  granted  to  thofe 
who  had  a  mind  to  retire  from 
Meme!,  in  hopes  of  enjoying 
the  advantages  of  public  fafe- 
ty ;  and  notwithftanding  the 
neceffity  fome  were  under  to 
iubmit  to  the  will  and  law  of 
the  ftrongeft,  hoping  thereby 
to  avoid  the  brutality  of  the 
foldiery,  numbers  of  the  faid 
inhabitants  of  Pruffia  have  been 
conftrained  to  quit  their  coun- 
try, and  others  have  fallen  a 
prey  to  the  moft  enormous 
vexations,  or  have  been  aban- 
doned to  the  pillage  of  the  ir- 
regular troops. 

"  The  garrifon  of  Memel  is 
jliU  detained   under  the  moft 


frivolous  pretexts :  they  endea*- 
vour,  by  the  moft  terrible  me- 
naces, to  force  the  foldiers  to 
take  on  in  the  Ruffian  fervice  5 
and  this  too  in  fpite  of  the  ca- 
pitulation, which  allowed  that 
garrifon  full  liberty  to  retire. 
In  this  manner  do  they  break 
promifes,  acknowledged  by  all 
civilized  nations  to  be  invio- 
lable. 

"  Though,  under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  it  is  eafy  to  per- 
ceive what  danger  one  would 
be  expofed  to,  by  liftening  to 
the  infinuations  of  that  mani- 
fefto ;  and  though  his  majefty 
is  not  in  the  leaft  dubious  of 
the  fidelity  and  attachment  of 
his  vaflals,  fubjedls,  and  inha- 
bitants of  Pruffia  ;  nay,  though 
he  hopes  that  they  will  notfuf- 
fer  themfelves  to  be  impofed 
upon  by  the  vain  promifes  and 
fallacious  means  ufed  to  de- 
ceive them,  and  that  they  will 
noc  deviate  in  any  manner  from 
the  duties  in  which  they  are 
bound  to  their  foveieign,  it 
has  neverthelefs  been  judged 
proper,  by  way  of  farther  at- 
tention to  the  happinefs  of  the 
people  under  the  government 
of  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruf- 
fia, to  forewarn  all  and  every 
one  to  beware  of  giving  ear  to 
the  infinuations  of  the  Ruffian 
court ;  but  to  continue  care- 
fully to  keep  their  oath  of  al- 
legiance to  their  fovereign. 

"   If,  notwithftanding  that 

oath  and  the  prefent  warning, 

.  any  of  themfhould  be  induced, 

through 
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great  talents;  and  others  confidering  them  as  a 
jud  retribution  for  being  too  ambitious.  In  the 
night  between  the  feventh  and  eighth  of  Auguft, 
colonel  Malachowfki,  one  cr  marechal  LehwakTs 
officers,  marched  to  reconnoitre  the  pofition  of  the 
enemy,  when  a  fkirmi{li  happened,  which  lafted 
near  two  hours,  between  his  advanced  ranks  and  a 
Ruffian  detachment,  three  times  flronger  than  the 
Pruffians.  The  Ruffians  were  repulfed,  and  fled 
into  the  woods,  after  having  fifty  men  killed,  and 
a  great  number  wounded.  The  Pruffians  ioil  but 
one  man,  and  had  fourteen  wounded. 

Several  other  little  fkirmifhes  happened  between 
ftraggiing  parties  of  the  two  armies ;  and  the  Ruf- 
fians went  on  pillaging  and  laying  wafte  every 
thing  before  them,  till  at  length  the  two  armies 
having  approached  near  to  one  another  in  Branden- 
burgh-Pruffia,  marechal  Lehwald,  finding  it  im~ 
poffible  to  fpare  detachments  from  fo  fmall  a  mim- 
ber  as  his  was,  compared  to  that  of  the  enemy,  to 
cover  the  wretched  inhabitants  from  the  outrages 
committed  on  them  by  the  Ruffian  Coffacks,  and 
other  barbarians  belonging  to  them,  judged  it  ab- 


An.  1757 
Skirmifti 


through  fimpliclty,  levity,  or 
malignity,  to  deviate  from 
their  duty,  they  mud  expeftto 
be  treated  as  perjured  and  re- 
bellious fubjcdb. 

«  And,  to  the  end  that  no- 
body  may  .Hedge  ignorance 
,n  the  cafe  we  have,  by  v«rtuc 


one   thoufand  fevcn  hundred 
and  fifty-feven.     Signed 

T  _Htt/ATD 

M    ft  j    f   h     k.     ,s 

*    h    f 
h     ^     .  ft 
?  J 


at  Velau,  the  third  of  Auguft, 

I  4 


of  infan- 


lutely 
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folutely  neceflary  to  attack  their  main  army;  and 
accordingly,  notwithflanding  his  great  difadvantage 
in  almoft '  every  refpect,  he  refolved  to  hazard  a 
battle  on  the  thirtieth  of  Auguft. 

The  Ruffians,  confifting,  as  we  before  obferved,, 
of  eighty  thoufand  regulars,  under  the  command 
of  marechal  Apraxin,  avoiding  the  open  field,  were 
intrenched  in  a  moft  advantageous  camp  nearNor- 
kitten,  in  Pruffia.  Their  army  was  compoied  of 
four  lines,  each  of  which  was  guarded  by  an  in- 
trencnment»  a°d  the  whole  was  defended  by  two 
hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  batteries  being  placed 
VJpon  all  the  eminences.  Marechal  Lehwald's  ar- 
niy  fcarcely  amounted  to  thirty  thoufand  men. 

The  aftion  began  at  five  in  the  morning,  and 
was  carried  on  with  fo  much  vigour,  that  the  Pruf- 
fians intirely  broke  the  whole  firft  line  of  the  ene- 
my, and  forced  all  their  batteries.  The  prince  of 
Holftein-Gottorp,  brother  to  the  king  of  Sweden, 
at  the  head  of  his  regiment  of  dragoons,  routed 
the  Ruffian  cavalry;  and  afterwards  fell  upon  a  re- 
giment of  grenadiers,  which  was  cut  to  pieces  :  but 
when  the  Pruffians  came  to  the  fecond  intrench- 
ment,  marechal  Lehwald,  feeing  that  he  could  not 
attempt  to  carry  it  without  expofing  his  army  too 
much,  took  the  refolution  to  retire  •,  y/hich  he  did 
in  the  beft  manner,  and  without  the  enemy's  dar- 
ing to  iftir  out  of  their  intrenchments  to  follow 
him.  The  Pruffians  returned  to  their  former  camp 
at  Velau,  and  the  Ruffians  remained  in  theirs. 
The  lofs  of  the  Pruffians,  little  exceeding  two  thou- 
fand, killed  and  wounded,  was  immediately  re- 
placed out  of  the  difciplined  militia.  The  Ruffians 
left  upwards  of  ten  thoufand,  fome  accounts  fay 
3  near 
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near  fourteen  thoufand,  men  dead  on  the  field  of  An.  1757. 
action  ;  and  the  number  of  their  wounded  was  very 
confiderable.  General  Lapuchin  was  wounded, 
and  taken  prifoner,  with  a  colonel  of  the  Ruflian 
artillery-,  but  the  former  was  fent  back  on  his  pa- 
role. The  Pruflian  army  had,  at  firft,  made  them- 
ftlves  matters  of  above  eighty  pieces  of  cannon; 
but  were  afterwards  obliged  to  abandon  them,  with 
eleven  of  their  own,  for  want  of  carriages.  Three 
Ruffian  generals  were  killed  ;  but  the  Pruflians  loft 
no  general  or  officer  of  diflinclion,  of  which  rank 
count  Dohna  was  the  only  one  that  was  wounded. 

After  this    engagement,     marechal    Lehwald  Kafty  re- 
changed  the   pofitiori  of  his   army,   by  drawing  '["^ 
towards  Pererfwald ;  and   the  Ruffians,   after  re-   fans  out 
main  ing  quite  inactive  till  the  thirteenth  ofSep- 
tember,  on  a  fudden,  to  the  great  furprize  of  every 
one,  retreated  out  of  PrufTia,  with  fuch  precipita- 
tion, that  they  left  all  their  fick  and  wounded  be- 
hind them,    to  the  amount  of  fifteen  or  fixteen 
thoufand  men  ;  together  with  eighty  pieces  of  ran* 
non,  and  a  coafiderable  part  of  their  military  (lores. 
Martchal  Apraxin  mafked  his  defign,  by  advancing 
all  his  irregulars  towards   the  PrufTian  army  •,    fo 
that  marechal  Lehwald  was  not  informed  of  it  till 
the  third  day,  when  he  detached  prince  George  of 
Holrteln  with  ten  thoufand  horfe  to  purfue  them  j 
but  with  little  hopes  of  coming  np  with  them,  as 
they  made  forced   marches,    in  order  to  be  the 
fooner  in  their  own  country.     However,  thePruf- 
fians  took  feveral  of  them  prilbners ;    and  many 
Itragglers  were  killtd   by  the  country  people  in 
their  flight  towards  Til  (it,  which  they  abandoned  * 
Chough  they  itill  ktpt  Memel,  and  fhcrtly  after 

added 
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An,  1757.  added  fome  new  fortifications  to  it.  They  made 
their  retreat  in  two  columns,  one  of  which  directed 
its  courfe  towards  Memel ;  whilfl  the  other  took 
the  nearefl  way  through  the  bailiwic  of  Abfternen, 
and  threw  bridges  over  the  river  Jura.  Both  co- 
lumns burnt  every  village  they  patted  through, 
without  diftinction.  The  Pruffians  were  ftopt  in 
their  purfuit  of  thefe  barbarians,  by  the  bridges 
thrown  over  the  river  Memel  having  been  de-r 
ftroyed  by  the  violence  of  the  ftream. 

The  Ruffian  army  fuffered  greatly  for  want  of 
bread,  as  all  the  countries  were  ruined  through 
which  it  had  patted ;  fo  that  they  could  procure 
no  fort  of  fubfiftence  but  herbage,  and  rye  bread. 
All  the  roads  were  ftrewed  with  dead  bodies  of 
men  and  hories. 

The  real  caufe  of  this  fudden  retreat  is  yet  as 
great  a  myftery  as  the  reafon  of  their  (topping  fo 
long,  the  year  before,  on  the  borders  of  Lithuania ; 
though  the  occafion  of  it  is  faid  to  have  been  the 
illnefs  of  the  Czarina,  who  was  feized  with  a  kind 
of  apoplectic  fit  -9  and  had  made  fome  new  regu- 
lations, in  cafe  of  a  vacancy  of  the  throne,  which 
rendered  it  expedient  that  the  regular  forces  mould 
be  at  hand,  to  fupport  the  meafures  taken  by  the 
government. 

The  king       The  king  of  Pruflia,  after  remaining  for  fome  . 
°f  ^dar*'  ^me  encamPed  between  Bautzen  and  Goerlitz,  re- 
ing  the      moved  his  head-quarters  to  Bernftedel  •,  and  on  the 
Auftrian     fifteenth  of  Augu il  his  army  came  in  fight  of  the 
battle, but  Auftrian    camp,    and   within  cannon  mot  of  it: 
in  vain,      upon  which  the  Auftrians  ftruck  their  tents,   and 
drew  up  in  order  of  battle  before  their  ca*mp.   The 
.king  formed  his  army  over-againft  them,  and  im- 
mediately 
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mediately  went  to  reconnoitre  the  ground  between   An«  '757- 
the  armies;  but,  as  it  was  then  late,  he  deferred 
the  more  exac~t  examination  of  that  circumftance 
till  the  next  day.     The  two  armies  continued  un- 
der arms  all  night. 

Thy  next  morning,  at  break  of  day,  the  king 
found  the  Auitrians  encamped  with  their  right  at 
the  river  Weifle  :  the  reft  of  their  army  extended 
along  a  ri ling-ground,  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain 
covered  with  wood,  which  protected  their  left; 
and  before  their  front,  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill, 
on  which  they  were  drawn  up,  was  a  fmall  brook, 
pafiable  only  in  three  places,  and  for  no  more  than 
four  or  five  men  a- bread.  Towards  the  left  of 
their  army  was  an  opening,  where  three  or  four 
battalions  might  have  marched  in  front :  but  be- 
hind it  they  had  placed  three  lines  of  infantry  ;  and 
on  a  hill  which  flanked  this  opening,  within 
mufket-lhot,  were  placed  four  thoufand  foot,  with 
forty  or  fifty  pieces  of  cannon  •,  fo  that,  in  reality, 
this  was  the  ftrongeft  part  of  their  camp. 

The  king  left  nothing  undone  to  bring  the  Auf- 
trians  to  a  battle  •,  but  finding  them  abfolurely  bent 
on  avoiding  it,  after  lying  four  days  before  them,  he 
and  his  army  returned  to  their  camp  at  Be rnftedel. 
They  were  followed  by  fome  of  the  enemy's  hullkrs 
and.Pandours,  who,  however,  had  not  the  fatisfac- 
tion  to  take  the  fmalleft  booty  in  this  retreat. 

The  Auftrian  army,  which  thus  declined  en- 
gaging,  was,  by  their  own  account,  an  hundred 
and  thirty  thoufand  ftrong :  more  than  double  the 
number  of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  who,  the  day  he 
returned  to  Bernfledel,  after  he  had  retired  about 
two  thoufand  yards,  again  drew  up  his  army  in  line 

of 
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An.  1757.  of  battle,  and  remained  fo  upwards  of  an  hour  -9  but 
not  a  man  ftirred  from  the  Auilrian  camp. 

The  army  of  the  Empire,  commanded  by  the 
prince  of  Saxe-Hildburghaufen,  and  that  of  the 
Frtnch  under  the  prince  of  Soubiie,-  making  toge- 
ther about  fifty  thoufand  men,  half  of  which  were 
French,  had  by  this  time  joined,  and  advanced  as 
far  as  Erfurth  in  Saxony  :  upon  which  his  Pruffian 
majefty,  finding  that  all  his  endeavours  could  hot 
bring  the  Auftrians  to  an  engagement,  fet  out  from 
Lufatia,  accompanied  by  marechal  Keith,  with  fix- 
teen  battalions  and  forty  fquadrons  of  his  troops, 
and  arrived  at  Drefden  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  Au- 
guft,  leaving  the  reft  of  the  army  in  a  ftrong  camp 
under  the  prince  of  Bevern.  With  this  detach- 
marches  merit,  which,  by  the  junction  of  feveral  bodies  of 
agamft  troops,  amounted  to  about  forty  thoufand  men,  he 

the  united  i_     ,        i  r  r     -      - 

army  of     made  a  quick  march,  by  the  way  of  Leipzig,  to- 

theFrench  Wards  Erfurth,  to  give  battle  to  the  united  army 

Empire;    °f  the  French  and  the  Empire.     But  by  the  time 

who, upon,  he  arrived  at  Erfurth,  which  was  on  the  fourteenth 

proadT      °^  September,  the  enemy  had  retreated  towards 

retreat ;      Gotha  *,  and  upon  his  farther  approach,  they  retired 

to  Eyftrnach,  where  they  intrenched  themielves  in 

a  very  ftrong  camp.     His  majefty's  head-quarters 

were  at  Kirfchlaben,  near  Erfurth. 

While  the  two  armies  were  thus  fituated,  major- 
general  Seydelitz,  who  occupied  the  town  of 
Gotha,  being  informed,  on  the  nineteenth,  that  a 
large  body  of  the  enemy  was  coming  towards  him, 
and  that  it  confirmed  of  two  regiments  of  Auflrian 
hufTars,  one  regiment  of  French  hufTars,  and  a  de- 
tachrnerat  made  up  of  French  grenadiers,  troops  of 
the  army  of  the  Empire,  and  a  great  number  of 

Croats 
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Croats  and  Pandours,  retired,  and  polled  himfelf  An.  1757. 
at  fome  diftance  off.     The  enemy  thereupon  im- 
mediately took  pofieflion  of  the  town  and  cattle;  anir*ke 

,011-  i_  •    r  pofleffion 

but  general  Seydehtz,  having  been  reinforced,  at-  of  Gotha; 
tacked  the  enemies  with  fuch  vigour,  that  he  foon 
obliged  them  to  abandon  their  new  conquefl,  and 
to  retire  with  great  precipitation  j  a  report  having 
been  fpread,  that  the  Pruflian  army  was  advancing  foon  dri- 
againft  them,  with  the  king  himfelf  in  perfon.   vcn* 
The  Pruflian  huflars  took  a  confiderable  booty  on 
this  occafion  •,   and  general  Seydclitz  fent  prifoners 
to  the  camp  one  lieutenant-colonel,  three  majors, 
four  lieutenants,  and  fixty-two  foldiers  of  the  ene- 
my,  who  had  alfo  about  an  hundred  and  thirty, 
killed. 

After  this  action  his  Pruflian  majefty  advanced 
near  Eyfenach,  with  a  defign  to  attack  the  com- 
bined army  :  but  they  were  fo  ftrongly  intrenched, 
that  he  found  it  impracticable  \  and  his  provifions 
falling  fhort,   he  was  obliged  to  retire  towards  Er- 
furth,  and  foon  after  to  Naumburg  on  the  river 
Sala  •,    whereupon   the   combined  army  marched,   but  pof- 
and  again  took  pofieflion  of  Gotha,  Erfurth,  and  £fs  themr 
Weimar ;  which  lad  place,  however,  they  foon  after  again.0 
quitted. 

Upon  the  king  of  Pruflia's  leaving  Bernftedel, 
the  Auttrians  took  poflefiion  of  it  on  the  fixth  of 
September,  and  made  prifoners  a  Pruflian  batta- 
lion, which  had  been  left  there.  The  next  day 
fifteen  thoufand  Auflrians  attacked  two  battalions  Aftion  at 

of  general  Winterfeld's  troops,  being  part  of  the   poerlitz» 
•  r  T>  ,  i  between 

prince  of  Severn  a  army,  who  were  potted  on  a  thePruf- 


high  ground  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Neifs,  near  fians  and 

the  Au£ 
trians, 


Hcnnerfdorff,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Goerlitz ;     ie 


and, 
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in  vyhich 
general 
Winter- 
fcld  is 
killed'. 


The 

prince  of 
Bevern 
retreats  to 
Breflau. 
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and,  after  being  repulfed  feveral  times,  at  laft  made 
themfelves  mailers  of  the  eminence.  The  lois,  in 
this  action,  was  confiderable  on  both  fides  •,  but 
molt  fo  on  that  of  the  Prnffians,  not  fo  much  by 
the  number  of  their  flain,  which  fcarcely  exceeded 
that  of  the  Auflrians,  as  by  the  death  of  their  brave 
general  Winterfeld,  who,  as  he  was  leading  up 
fuccours  to  the  battalions  that  were  engaged,  re- 
ceived a  mot  from  a  cannon,  of  which  he  died  the 
night  following.  The  generals  Nadafti  and  Cle- 
rici,  count  d'Arberg,  colonel  Elrickhaufen,  and  fe- 
veral other  officers  of  diftin&icn,  were  wounded, 
and  the  young  count  of  Groefbeeck,  and  the  mar- 
quis d'Afque  killed,  on  the  fide  of  the  Auftrians  y 
who  took  fix  pieces  of  the  Pruffian  cannon,  fix  pair 
of  their  colours,  and  made  general  Kameke,  the 
count  d'Anhalt,  and  feme  other  officers,  prisoners. 

After  this  (ksrmifh,  the  prince  of  Bevern,  with 
the  Pruffian  army  under  his  command,  retreated 
from  Goerlitz  to  Rothenberg,  then  pafied  the 
Queifs  at  SygerfdorfF,  from  whence  he  marched  to 
Buntzlau  in  Silefia,  and  on  the  firft  of  October 
reached  Breflau,  without  fuffering  any  lofs,  though 
the  numerous  army  of  the  Aufirians  followed  him 
for  fome  days.  Upon  his  arrival  there,  he  choie  a 
very  ftror.g  camp  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Oder,  in 
order  to  cover  the  city  of  Breflau,  to  the  fortifications 
of  which  he  immediately  added  feveral  new  works. 

Though  neither  fide  had  any  very  fignal  advan* 
tage  in  this  engagement,  more  than  that  the  Auf- 
trians remained  mailers  of  the  field,  yet  great  re- 
joicings were  made  at  Vienna  on  account  of  it. 
The  death  of  general  Winterfeld  was,  indeed,  an 
irreparable  lois  to  his  Pruffian  rnajefty,  who,  re- 
2  ceiving 
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ceiving  at  the  fame  time  the  news  of  this  misfor-  An*  !7$7* 
tune,  and  of  the  Swedes  having  now  actually  be- 
gun hoftilities  in  Pomerania,  laid,  with  tears  (land- 
ing in  his  eyes,  "  I  may  find  refources  againft  the 
multitude  of  my  enemies  •,  but  how  few  men  are  to 
be  found  equal  to  Winterfeld  ! " 

The  French,  who,  let  loofe  againft  the  king  of  The 
PrufTia  by  the  ever-memorable  and  Ihameful  con-  F7*£j: 
vention  of  Clofter-feven,    had  entered  the  territo-   entered 
ries  of  Halberftadt  and  Magdeburg,  were  worfted  the  terri- 
at  Eglen  by  a  party  of  fix  hundred  men,  under  the  H"lbe°. 
command  of  count  Horn,  whom  prince  Ferdinand  fladt  and 
of  Brunfwick  had  detached  from  a  body  of  troops,   j^a8?e~ 
with  which  his  Pruftian  majefty  had  fent  him  to'meetwith 
defend  thofe  countries.     The  Pru/Fians  took  pri-   a  check; 
ibners  the  count  of  Lufignan,  colonel,  eighteen 
other  French  officers,   and  four  hundred  foldiers, 
and  made   themfelves  maflers  of  a  confiderable 
booty  in  baggage,   &c.  with  the  lofs  of  only  two 
men ;  befides  which,  a  French  officer  and  forty 
men  were  made  prifoners  at  Halberftadt.     Upon 
this  check  the  French  evacuated  the  country  of  Hal-. 
berftad-t  for  a  little  while  j  but  returning  again  on   but  oblige 
the  twenty- ninth  of  September,  with  a  confider-  g™? 
abk  reinforcement  from  marechal  Richelieu's  army,   nand  to " 
which  he  now  could  eafity  fpare,  prince  Ferdinand   Ietire- 
was  obliged  to  retire  to  Winfleben,  near  the  city  of 
Magde  burgh. 

The  dangers  which  had  been  hitherto  kept  at 

a  diftance  from  the  Pruffian  dominions,  by  the  con- 

fummate  prudence  and  amazing  activity  of  their 

king,  now  drew  nearer,    and  menaced  them  on  all 

,  fides.     Marechal  Richelieu,  with  eighty  battalions 

and  an  hundred  fquadrons,  entered  the  country  of 

i*«/i  Hal. 
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An.  1757.  Halberftadt,  and  levied  immenfe  contributions; 
whilft  the  allied  army  of  the  French  andlmperiaMs, 
being  joined  by  fix  thoufand  men  under  general 
Laudohn,  who  had  juft  defeated  a  regiment  of 
Pruffian  cavalry  nearErfurth,  marched  to  Wei fTen- 
fels,  a  city  in  the  very  center  of  Thuringia.  The 
Swedes  had  actually  taken  fome  towns  in  Pomera- 
B-ia,  and  were  advancing  to  befiege  Stetin  ;  and 
the  Auflrians,  who  had  made  themfelves  mafters 
of  Lignitz,  and  a  confiderable  part  of  Silefia,  had 
now  laid  fi~ge  to  Schweidnitz,  and  were  preparing 
to  pafs  the  Oder,  in  order  to  attack  the  prince  of 
Bevern  in  his  camp  near  Breflau.  In  the  mean 
time  they  made  frequent,  and  always  deftruclive 
incurfions  into  Brandenburgh  i  taoppofe  which  his 
Pruffian  majefly  ordered  detachments  from  all  his 
regiments  in  thofe  parts  to  join  the  militia  of  the 
country,  and  lent  the  prince  of  Anhalt-Deflau 
from  Leipzig,  with  a  body  of  ten  thoufand  men, 
to  guard  Berlin,  whilil  he  himfclf  marched  with  the 
troops,  under  his  command,  to  Interbeck,  on  the 
frontier  of  the  Lower  Lufatia,  to  be  the  more  at 
hand  to  cover  Brandenburgh,  and  preferve  the 
communication  with  Silefia. 

Berlin  laid        While  thefe  precautions  were  taking,   general 
under         Kaddick,  with  fifteen  or   fixteen  thoufand  Auf- 
tioTb^"    trians,  entered  Brandenburgh  on  the  fixteemh  of 
the  Auf-      October,  and  the  next  day  arrived  before  Berlin,  of 
uians.        which  city  he  demanded  a  contribution  of  fix  hun- 
dred thoufand  crowns,  but  contented  himfclf  with 
two  hundred  and  ten  thoufand.     The  Auflrians 
pillaged  two  of  the  fuburbs ;  but  before  they  could 
do  any  farther  mifchief  they  were  obliged  to  retire 
in  great  hade,  by  the  approach  of  the  prince  of 

Anhalc* 
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Ahhalt-DefTau,  whofe  vanguard  entered  the  city  on  An-  !757« 
the  evening  of  their  departure.  This  alarm,  how- 
ever, obliged  the  queen,  and  the  royal  family  of 
Pruflia,  to  remove  to  Magdeburgh  on  the  twenty- 
third  •,  and  the  moft  valuable  records  were  fent  to 
the  fort  of  Spandau,  at  the  conflux  of  the  Havel 
and  the  Sphre. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  Leipzig 
of  Leipzig  now  felt,  moft  feverely,  the  cruel  effecls  t"  military 
of  the  power  of  their  new  mafter.  ThePruffian  executioa 
commandant  in  that  city  had,  by  order  of  his  king,  p^^ns 
demanded  of  them  three  hundred  thoufand  crowns  -9 
a  fum  far  greater  than  it  was  in  their  power  to 
raife.  This  truth  they  repreiented ;  but  in  vain. 
The  Ihort  time  allowed  them  to  furnifli  their  con- 
tingents being  expired,  and  all  their  efforts  to 
comply  with  this  demand  having  proved  ineffec- 
tual, they  were  fubjected  to  the  rigours  of  military 
execution  •,  in  confequence  of  which  their  houfes 
were  occupied  by  the  foldiery,  who  feizedupon  the 
bell  apartments,  and  lived  at  difcretion  ;  but  the 
fum  demanded  could  not  be  found.  Such  was  the 
fituation  of  this  diftreffed  city,  when,  on  the  fif- 
teenth of  October,  an  exprefs  arrived,  with  advice 
that  his  Prufiian  majefty  would  foon  be  there  •,  and 
accordingly  he  arrived  a  few  minutes  after,  attend- 
ed by  his  life-guards.  At  the  fame  time  a  rumour 
was  fpread,  that  the  city  would  be  delivered  up  to 
pillage,  which  threw  the  inhabitants  into  the  ut- 
moft  confirmation.  Theirfears,  however,  in  that  re - 
fpecl:,  were  foon  abated  by  his  majefty's  declaring, 
that  he  was  willing  to  fpare  the  place,  upon  condi- 
tion that  half  the  fum  required  fhould  be  imme- 
diately paid.  All  that  could  be  done  was  to  col- 

NUMB.  XIV.  K  led, 
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An.  1757.  left,  among  the  merchants,  traders,  and  others, 
fifty  thoufand  crowns  •,  bills  of  exchange  were 
drawn  upon  Amfterdam  and  London  for  feventy 
thoufand  crowns,  and  hoftages  were  given,  by  way 
of  fecurity,  for  the  payment  of  thirty  thoufand 
more  within  a  time  which  was  agreed  on.  But 
ftill,  notwithilanding  this,  the  military  execution 
was  continued,  even  with  greater  rigour  than  be- 
fore ;  and  all  the  comfort  the  wretched  inhabitants 
could  obtain,  was,  that  it  mould  ceafe  whenever 
advice  mould  be  received  that  their  bills  were  ac- 
cepted. 

The  king  of  Pruflia  had  tried  feveral  times  to 
bring  the  combined  army  under  the  princes  Saxe- 
Hildbourghaufen  and  Soubife  to  an  engagement 
upon  fair  ground  ;  but  finding  them  bent  on  de- 
clining it,  notwithilanding  the  fuperrority  of  their, 
numbers,  he  had  recourfe  to  one  of  thofe  flrokes  in 
war,  by  which  a  general  is  better  feen  than  by  the 
gaining  of  a  victory.  He  made  a  feint  foon  after 
the  beginning  of  Oclober,  as  if  he  intended  no- 
thing more  than  to  fecure  his  own  dominions,  and 
march  his  army  into  winter-quarters  back  to  Ber- 
lin, leaving  marechal  Keith  with  only  feven  or 
eight  thoufand  men  to  defend  Leipzig.  Upon 
this  the  enemy  took  courage,  paiTed  the  Sala,  and 
having  marched  up  to  the  city,  fummoned  the 
marechal  to  furrender;  to  which  he  anfwered,  That 
the  king,  his  mailer,  had  ordered  him  to  defend 
the  place  to  the  lafl  extremity,  and  he  would  obey 
his  orders.  The  enemy  then  thought  of  befieging 
the  city  •,  but  before  they  could  prepare  any  one  im- 
plement for  that  purpofe,  they  were  alarmed  by  the 
approach  of  the  king  of  Pr uilia,  who,  judging  that 

bis 
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his  feint  would  probably  induce  them  to  take  the  An.  1757* 
ftep  they  did,  had,  by  previous  and  private  orders, 
collided  together  all  his  diflant  detachments,  fome 
of  which  were  twenty  leagues  afunder,  and  was 
advancing,  by  long  marches,  to  Leipzig  ;  upori 
notice  of  which  the  enemy  repaired  the  Sala.  The 
Prufiian  army  was  reafTembled  on  the  twenty -fe* 
venth  of  October,  and  remained  at  Leipzig  the 
twenty-righth  and  twenty-ninth,  when  every  body 
expected  a  battle  would  be  fought  in  the  plains  of  %> 
Lutzen.  On  the  thirtieth  the  king  drew  nigh  that 
place  ;  and'on  the  thirty-firft,  in  his  way  through 
Weiflenfels  and  Merefbourg,  he  made  five  hundred 
men  prifoners  of  wan. 

The  combined  army   had  rcpafled  the  Sala  at  Thebattl* 
Weiflenfels,  Merefburgh,   and  Halle,  where  they 
broke  down  the  bridges  ;   but  thefe  were  foon  re-1 
paired,  and  the  whole  Prufiian   army,  amounting 
to  no  more  than  twenty  thoufand  men,  having  paf- 

fed  that  river  through  thefe  towns,  in  each  of  which  *7  t!lou~ 
i_       i   c       i          !•          •    •       i          •  -tr    -1-1     £  land  men» 

they  Jett  a  battalion,  joined  again  on  the  third  or  defeats 

November  in  the  evening  over-againft  the  enemy,  toy-five 
whofe  forces  confifted   of  forty  thoufand  French,  p^nch 
and  twenty- five  thoufand  Imperialifts.  andlmpe- 

The  kingwas  going  to  attack  them  on  the  fourth,  nallfts' 
but  deferred  it  ;  and  that  whole  day  was  fpent  in  a 
cannonade,  which  did  no  great  damage  to  either 
fide. 

On  the  fifth,  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
the  Pruflians  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy 
were  every  whe^e  in  motion.  They  likewife  heard 
their  drums  beating  the  march,  and,  fo  near  were 
the  two  armies  to  each  other,  plainly  perceived 
from  their  camp,  that  their  whole  infantry,  which 

K  2  h*d 
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n-  !757-  had  drawn  nearer  upon  the  rinng  grounds,  Over 
againft  them,  was  filing  off  towards  their  right. 
No  certain  judgment  could,  however,  yet  be  form- 
ed of  the  enemy's  real  defign  ^  and  as  they  were 
in  want  of  bread,  it  was  thought  probable  that 
they  intended  to  repafs  the  Unftrut :  but  'it  was 
ibon  perceived,  that  their  feveral  motions  were 
contradictory  to  each  other.  At  the  fame  time 
that  fome  of  their  infantry  was  filing  off  towards 
their  right,  a  large  body  of  cavalry  wheeled  round 
towards  their  left,  directing  its  march  all  along  to 
the  rifing  grounds,  with  which  the  whole  Prui- 
fian  camp,  that  lay  in  a  bottom  between  the  vil- 
lages of  Rederow  and  Rofbach,  was  furrounded, 
within  the  reach  of  large  cannon.  Soon  after  that 
cavalry  was  feen  to  halt,  and  afterwards  to  fall  back 
to  the  right ;  though  fome  of  them  {till  remained 
where  they  were,  whilft  the  reft  marched  back. 
About  two  in  the  afternoon  the  doubts  of  the 
Pruflians  were  cleared  up  :  it  plainly  appeared  then, 
that  the  enemy  intended  to  attack  them,  and  that 
their  difpofitions  were  made  with  a  view  to  fur- 
round  them,  and  to  open  the  action  by  attacking 
them  in  the  rear.  A  body  of  reierve  was  ported 
over-againft  Rederow,  to  fall  upon  their  routed 
troops,  in  cafe  they  ihould  be  defeated,  and  to  pre- 
vent their  retiring  to  Merfeburgh,  the  only  retreat 
which  could  then  have  been  left  them. 

In  this  fituation  the  king  of  Pruflia  refolved  to 
attack  them.  His  majefty  had  determined  to  make 
the  attack  with  one  wing  only  •,  and  the  difpofition 
of  the  enemy  made  it  neceffary  that  it  mould  be 
the  left  wing.  The  very  inilant  the  battle  was 
going  to  begin,  his  majefty  ordered  the  general 

who 
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who  commanded  the  right  wing,  to  decline  engag-  An-  !757« 
ing,  to  take  a  proper  pofition  in  confluence 
thereof,  and,  above  all,  to  prevent  his  being  fur- 
rounded.  All  the  cavalry  of  the  right  wing  of 
the  Pruffians,  except  two  or  three  fquadrons,  had 
already  marched  to  the  left,  which  was  done  at  full 
gallop  -,  and  being  arrived  at  the  place  aftlgned 
them,  they  formed  over-againft  that  of  the  enemy. 
They  then  moved  on  immediately  i  the  enemies 
advanced  to  meet  them,  and  the  charge  was  very 
fierce,  feveral  regiments  of  the  French  coming  on 
with  great  refolution.  The  advantage,  however, 
was  entirely  on  the  fide  of  the  PrufTians.  The 
enemy's  cavalry  being  routed,  were  purfued  for  a 
confiderable  time  with  great  ipirit ;  but  having  af- 
terwards reached  an  eminence,  which  gave  them  an 
opportunity  of  rallying,  the  Pruffian  cavalry  fell 
upon  them  afrefh,  and  gave  them  fo  total  a  de- 
feat, that  they  fled  in  the  utmoft  diforder.  This 
happened  at  four  in  the  afternoon.  Whilft  the  caval- 
ry of  the  PrufTians  charged,  their  infantry  opened. 
The  enemy  cannonaded  them  brifkly  during  this 
interval,  and  did  fome  execution  -,  but  the  PrufTian 
artillery  was  not  behind-hand  with  them.  After 
this  cannonading  had  continued  on  both  fides  a 
full  quarter  of  an  hour,  without  the  lead  intermif- 
fion,  the  fire  of  the  infantry  began.  The  enemy 
could  not  (land  it,  nor  refill  the  valour  of  thePruf- 
fian  foot,  who  gallantly  marched  up  to  their  batte- 
ries. The  batteries  were  carried  one  after  another, 
and  the  enemy  were  forced  to  give  way,  which  they 
did  in  great  confufion.  As  the  left  wing  of  the 
Pruflians  advanced,  their  right  changed  its  pofi- 
tion 5  and  having  foon  met  with  a  fmall  rifing 
K  3  ground 
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An.  1757.   ground,  they  availed  themfelves  of  it,  by  planting 
it  with  fixteen  pieces  of  heavy  artillery.     The  fire 
from  thence  was  partly  pointed  at  the  enemy's 
right,  to  increafe  the  diforder  there,  and  took  their 
left  wing  in   front,  which  was  exceflively  galled 
thereby.     At  five  the  vidlory  was  decided,  the  can- 
nonading ceafed,  and  the  enemy  fled  on  all  fides. 
They  were  purfued  as  long  as  there  was  any  light 
to  diftinguiili  them  by  -,  and  it  may  be  faid,  that 
night  alone  was  the   prefervation    of   this  army, 
which  had  been  fo  formidable  in  the  morning.   They 
took  the  benefit  of  the  darknefs  to  hurry  into  Fry- 
burgh,  and  there  to  repafs  the  Unftrut,  which  they 
did  on  the  morning  of  the   fixth,  after  a  whole 
night's  march.     The  king  of  Pruffia  fet  out  early 
in  the  morning  to  purfue  them  with  all  his  cavalry, 
,    fupported  by   four  battalions   of  grenadiers,  the 
infantry  following  them  in  two  columns.   The  ene- 
my had  palFed  the  Unftrut  at  Fryburgh,  when  the 
Pruffians  arrived  on  its  banks  ;  and  as  they  had 
burnt  the  bridge,   it  became  necerTary  to  make 
another,  which,  however,  was  foon  done.     The  ca- 
valry paired  firft,  but  could  not  come  up  with  the 
enemy  till  five  in  the  evening,  upon  the  hills  of 
Eckerfberg.     It  was  then  too  late  to  force  them 
there  ;  for  which  reafon  the  king  thought  proper 
to  canton  his  army  in  the  neareft  villages,  and  to 
be  fatisfied  with  the  fuccefs  hk  huffars  had  in  taking 
near  three  hundred  baggage-waggons,  and  every 
thing  they  contained.     The  whole  lofs  of  the  Pruf- 
fians, in  this  important  engagement,  did  not  exceed 
five  hundred  men  killed  and  wounded.   Among  the 
former  was  general  Meincke  ;  and  among  the  lat? 
ter  prince  Henry,  and  general  SeydeHt?,  The  enemy 

left 
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loft  fixty-four  pieces  of  cannon,  a  great  many  ftan-  An-  '751 
dards  and  colours,  near  three  thoufand  men  killed 
on  the  field  of  battle,  and  upwards  of  eight  thou- 
fand taken  prifoners,  among  whom  were  feveral 
generals,  and  other  officers  of  diftinction.  Three 
hundred  waggons  were  ient  to  Leipzig,,  loaded 
with  wounded  French  and  Swifs,  Upon  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Pruflians  towards  Eckerfberg,  the 
enemy  retreated  with  great  precipitation  ;  and, 
after  marching  all  night,  arrived  the  next  day  at 
Erfurth,  in  the  utmoft  want  of  every  neceffary  of 
life,  not  having  had  a  morfel  of  bread  for  two 
days,  during  which  they  had  been  obliged  to  live 
upon  turnips,  radifhes,  and  other  roots,  which 
they  dug  out  of  the  earth. 

The  French,  under  the  duke  of  Richelieu,  were 
preparing  to  go  into  winter-quarters;  but,  upon 
the  news  of  this  defeat  of  the  combined  army, 
they  again  put  themfelves  in  motion,  and  a  large 
detachment  of  them  advanced  as  far  as  Duderftadt, 
to  favour  the  retreat  of  their  countrymen  under 
the  prince  of  Soubife,  who,  with  great  precipitan- 
cy, made  the  beft  of  their  way  from  Erfurth  to  the 
county  of  Hohenftein,  and  from  thence  bent  their 
march  towards  Halberftadt.  Of  the  remains  of 
the  Imperial  army,  which  was  now  almoft  in- 
tirely  difperfed,  whole  bodies  deferted,  and  went 
over  to  the  king  of  PrufTia,  foon  after  this  battle. 

Whilft  his  Pruffian  majefty  was  thus  fuccefsful 
againft  the  French  and  Imperialifts,  the  Auftrians, 
who  had  carefully  avoided  coming  to  an  open  en- 
gagement with  him,  gained  ground  a-pace  in  Sile- 
fia.  A  detachment  of  their  army,  under  the  com- 
mand of  .count  Nadafti,  had  already  inverted 
K  4  Schweidnitz, 
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An.  1757.  Schweidnitz,  and  opened  the  trenches  before  it  or* 
the  tvventy-fixth  of  October.     The  Pruffian  garri- 
The  Auf-  fon,  commanded  by  general  de  la  Motte  Fouquet, 
tnanstake  determined  to  defend  the  place  as  long  as  pofTible ; 


Schweid- 


nitz; and  accordingly  on  the  thirtieth  they  made  a  fally, 
in  which  they  killed,  wounded,  and  took  prifoners, 
eight  hundred  of  the  befiegers,  and  did  fome  da- 
mage to  their  works :  but  on  the  fixth  of  Novem- 
ber the  Auftrians  began  to  cannonade  the  city  fu- 
rioufly,  and  on  the  eleventh  made  themfelves  maf- 
ters  of  the  ramparts  by  aflault.  The  garrifon, 
however,  having  taken  care,  during  the  fiege,  to 
throw  up  a  ftrong  intrenchment  in  the  markeO 
place,  retreated  thither,  and  held  out  till  the  next 
day,  when  they  furrendered  themfelves  prifoners  of 
war. 

After  the  reduction  of  this  place,  general  Na- 
dafti,  leaving  in  it  a  furHcient  garrifon,  marched 
with  the  remainder  of  his  troops,  and  joined  the 
main  army  of  the  Auftrians,  under  the  command 
pf  prince  Charles  of  Lorrain  and  marechal  Daun, 
who,  whillt  he  was  bulled  in  the  fiege  of  Schweid^ 
nitz,  had  invefted  Breflau  on  the  left  of  the  Oder ; 
the  prince  of  Severn  defending  it  on  the  right, 
where  he  was  ftrongly  encamped,  with  his  little 
army,  under  the  cannon  of  the  city. 

The  whole  army  of  the  Auftrians  being  now  re^ 
afTembled  ;  and  intelligence  having  been  brought, 
not  only  of  the  king  of  Pruffia's  late  victory  near 
Leipzig,  but  alfo  that  he  was  advancing  to  the  relief 
of  the  prince  of  Bevern,  it  was  reiblved  imme- 
diately to  attack  the  laft  in  his  intrenchments,  and, 
if  po!fib!e,  to  diflodge  him.  Accordingly,  on  the 
of  November,  about  nine  in  the 
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morning,  the  Auftrians  began  a  moil  furious  dif-   An  ,757- 
cliargc  of  their  cannon,  forty  of  which  were  twenty- 
four  pounders  •,  and  this  continued  without  ceafing 
till  one,  when  it  was  fucceeded  by  a  fmart  fire  of 
their  fmall  arms,  which  lafted  till  five  in  the  even- 
ing.    The  Pruflians,  with  undaunted  refolution, 
Hood  two  of  the  mofh  violent  attacks  that  were 
Z ver  made ;    but  at  the  third,  overpowered  with 
numbers,  and  afiailed  on  both  fides,  they  began  to  Defeat  the 
lofe  ground,  and  were  forced  to  retire  from  one  prince  of 
intrenchment  to  another.     In  this  extremity,  night   nelrBref- 
coming  on,  the  Prufiian  generals,  fearing  their  in-   jau. 
trenchments  would   be  intirely  forced,    and  that 
they  ihould  then  be  totally  defeated,  thought  pror 
per  to  retreat.     The  prince  of  Bevern,   with  the 
greateft  part  of  the  army,  retired  to  an  eminence 
on  the  banks  of  the  Oder,   whilft  the  reft  of  the 
troops  threw  themfelves  into  Breilau,  which  they 
might  have  defended,  in  all  probability,  till  the 
king  had  come  up  to  its  relief.   But,  on  the  twenty- 
fourth,  their  commander  in  chief,   the  prince  of 
Bevern,  going  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  with  only 
afingle  groom  to  attend  him,  fell  in  among  a  party 
of  Croats,  who  took  him  prifoner  *.     His  army 

there- 

*  We  are  told,  that  he  mif-  connoitring  the  enemy,   with 

took  thefe  Croats  for  Pruffian  fo  flight  an  attendance  as  only 

buffers.    But  fome  of  the  cir-  one  man,     and   that    but    a 

cumftances  of  this  myfterious  groom,  even  if  he  had  judged 

affair,  were  interpreted  into  a  it  neceflary  to  fee  things  with 

premeditated    deiign    in    the  his  own  eyes.      Some   fecret 

prince  to  be  taken  prifoner.    It  duTatisfa&ion,     hitherto     un- 

cannot  otherwife  be  fuppofed  known   to  us,    rnay    poffibly 

that  a  man  of    his  rank,    a  have  been  the  caufe  of   his 

prince,  a  commander  in  chief,  taking  this  ftep ;    or,   which 

Ihould  officioufly  undertake  the  feems  ftill  more  probable,  he 

dangerous  task  of  re-  might  be  afhamed,  or,   per- 
haps, 
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An.  1757.  thereupon  retreated  northward  that  night,  leaving 
in  Breflau  only  four  battalions,  who,  the  next  day, 
furrendered  the  place  by  capitulation  •,  one  of  the 
articles  of  which  was,  that  they  fhouid  not  ferve 
againil  the  Emprefs,  or  her  allies,  for  two  years. 
All  the  magazines,  chefts,  artillery,  &c.  remained 
in  the  hands  of  the  Auftrians.  The  garrifon 
marched  out  with^all  military  honours,  conducted 
by  general  Lefwitz,  governor  of  Breflau. 

Though  the  Auftrians  fung  Te  Deum  for  this 
victory,  they  owned  that  fuch  another  would  put 
an  end  to  their  army  •,  for  it  coft  them  the  lives  of 
twenty  thoufand  men  :  a  number  almoft  equal  to 
the  whole  of  the  Pruffian  army  before  the  battle. 
They  had  four  almoft  inacceflible  intrenchments  to 
^  force,  planted  thick  with  cannon,  which  fired  car- 
tridge-mot from  nine  in  the  morning  till  the  even- 
ing •,  and  the  Prufiians,  when  attacked,  were  never 
once  put  into  the  leaft  confufion.  Among  the 
flain,  on  the  fide  of  the  Auftrians,  were  general 
Wurben,  and  feveral  other  officers  of  diftinclion. 
The  lofs  of  the  Pruflians  did  not  much  exceed 
three  thoufand  men,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  pri- 
foners,  of  which  laft  there  were  about  fixteen  hun- 
dred. Their  general  Kleift  was  found  dead  on  the 
field  of  battle. 

The  king  of  Pruflia,  who,  like  Casfar,  thought 
nothing  was  done  while  any  thing  was  left  undone, 


haps,   even  afraid,    to  fee  the  him    exprefs    orders     not    to 

king  his  matter,   after  having  quit,    on   any  account  what- 

foinjudicioufly  abandoned  the  ever;  for  that  he  would  cer- 

defence  of  Breflau,  by  quitting  tainly  be  with  him  by  the  fifth 

his  lines,  which,  it  is  afferted,  of  December;    in   which  we 

his  Pruffian  majeily  had  fent  fhall  find  he  kept  his  word. 

^  ftaid 
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ftaid  no  longer  at  Rofbach  than  till  the  routed   An«  >757« 
forces  of  the  French  and  Imperialifts,    whom  he 
had  defeated  there  on  the  fifth  of  November,  were 
totally  difperied.     That  done,  he  marched  directly  The  king 
with  the  greateft  part  of  his  army  for  Silefia  •>   and,   ^arches* 
on  the  twenty-fourth  of  that  month,    arrived  at  for  Sile- 
Naumburg  on  the  Queifs,  a  little  river  which  runs   fia-: 
into  the  Bobber,    having  in  his   route  detached 
marechal  Keith,  with  the  reft  of  his  army,  to  clear  detaches 
Saxony  from  all  the  Auftrian  parties,  and  then  to   K*[^ 
make  an  irruption  into  Bohemia  •,  which  he  did  fo  who  lays 
effectually,   as  to  raife  large  contributions  in  the  ^°^emia 
circles  of  Satz  and  Leitmeritz,  and  even  to  give  an  contribu- 
alarm  to  Prague  itfelf.  .     tion: 

His  majefty  referved  for  himfelf  only  fifteen 
thoufand  men,  with  which  he  advanced,  with  his 
ufual  rapidity,  to  Barchwitz  -,  where,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  that  had  happened  at  Schweidnitz  and  at 
Breflau,  he  was  joined  by  twenty -four  thoufand 
more  •,  part  of  them  troops  which  he  had  ordered 
from  Saxony,  part  the  remains  of  the  army  lately 
commanded  by  the  prince  of  Bevern,  and  part  the 
late  garrifon  of  Schweidnitz,  which  had  found 
means  to  efcape  from  the  Auftrians,  and  acciden- 
tally joined  their  king  upon  this  march  *.  With  * 
this  force,  tho'  greatly  inferior  in  number  to  thai 

;;  of 

*  While  the  Auftrians  were  ftrong,  they  entirely  difperfed. 

concluding  them  to  prifon,  on  Thus  freed,  they  marched  on, 

their  route  they  chanced  to  hear  not  very  certain  of  their  way, 

of  the  viftory  their  matter  had  in  hopes  to  rejoin  fome  corps 

gained  at  Rofbach.    Animated  of  the   Pruflian    troops,   their 

with   this    news,  they  unani-  countrymen.     The  fame  for- 

irtoufly   rofe   upon  the  elcort  tune   which  freed   them,    led 

that   guarded    them,    which,  them  direflly  to  the  army  com* 

happening    not    to     be    very  manded  by  the  king  himfelf, 

which 
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againft 
the  Auf- 


of  the  enemy,  he  refolved  to  attack  the  Auftrians, 
who  were  intrenched  at  LifTa  near  Breflau. 

On  the  fourth  of  December  he  feized  upon  their 
ovens  at  Neumarck,  and  upon  a  confiderable  ma- 
gazine,  guarded  by  two  regiments  of  Croats,  who 
retired  to  a  rifing  ground,  where  his  majefty  or- 
intrench-  dered  his  hufiars  to  furround  them,  and  fent  a 
ed^atLif-  trumpet  to  fummon  them  to  furrender  themfelves 
prilbners  of  war.  Upon  their  refufal,  the  hufiars 
of  Zithen  fell  upon  them  fabre  in  hand  ;  and  fome 
hundreds  of  them  having  been  cut  in  pieces,  the 
reft  threw  down  their  arms,  begging  for  quarter 
on  their  knees.  After  this  feizure,  and  after  having 
diftributed  to  his  army  the  bread  prepared  for  his 
enemies,  he  began  again  the  next  morning  his 
march  towards  LiiTa. 

General  Zithen,  who  led  the  vanguard  of  light 
horfe,  about  feven  in  the  morning,  fell  in  with  a 
body  of  Auftrian  huflars,  and  three  regiments  of 
Saxon  dragoons,  which  were  the  very  beft  cavalry 
the  enemy  had  left  after  the  battle  of  the  twenty- 
fecond.  They  had  been  detached  by  the  Auftrians 
in  order  to  retard  the  king's  march,  and  to  conceal 
their  own,  till  their  batteries  mould  be  completed  ; 
for,  as  they  held  the  fmall  number  of  the  PrufTians 
in  contempt,  their  intention  was  to  have  met  the 
king  two  German  miles  off  from  their  intrench- 


which  was  haftening  to  their 
relief,  as  well  as  to  that  of  the 
prince  of  Bevern.  This  un- 
expefted  meeting  was  equally 
pleafing  to  both,  the  prifoners 
not  having  heard  any  thing  of 
his  majefty's  march  ;  and  at 
the  fame  time  thh  lucky  inci» 


dent,  whilft  it  added  a  confi- 
derable  ftrength  to  the  army, 
added  likewife  to  its  confi- 
dence  ;  for  the  flighteft  occur- 
renceisconftruedintoanomen, 
by  an  army  at  the  eve  of  an 
engagement. 

ments, 
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merits.  The  Auftrian  cavalry  having  been  vigor-  An.  1757. 
ouily  repulied  to  a  considerable  diitance,  general 
Zidien  perceived  that  their  whole  army  was  form- 
ing. He  immediately  acquainted  the  king  with 
what  he  had  difcovered  •,  and  his  majefly,  after 
having  himfelf  obferved  the  diipofition  of  ths  ene- 
my, made  his  own  with  that  quicknefs  and  true 
judgment  for  which  he  has.  always  been  remark- 
able. 

The  action  began  by  attacking  a  battery  of  forty  gains  a 
pieces  of  large  cannon,  which  covered  the  right  f^^over 
wing  of  the  enemy.  The  two  battalions  of  guards,  them ; 
troops  reckoned,  by  all  who  ever  faw  them,  the 
fineft  in  the  world,  and  the  regiments  of  the  map- 
grave  Charles  and  of  Itzenplitz,  marched  up, 
amidft  a  moil  terrible  fire,  to  the  very  mouths  of 
the  cannon,  with  their  bayonets  fcrewed.  In  this 
attack  the  Prufiians  fuftained-  their  greateft  lofs> 
though  the  battery  was  carried  as  foon  almoft  as 
they  could  get  up  to  it :  after  which  the  enemy's 
artillery,  now  turned  againfl  themfelves,  played  fu- 
rioufly  upon  them  v/ith  their  own  powder.  From 
that  inftant  the  two  wings  and  the  center  of  the 
Prufiians  continued  to  drive  the  enemy  before 
them,  advancing  all  the  time  with  that  flow  and  re- 
gular pace  for  which  they  have  always  been  re- 
nowned, without  ever  halting  or  giving  way.  The 
ground  which  the  Auflrians  occupied  was  very  ad- 
vantageous, and  every  circumftance  that  could  ren- 
der it  more  fo  had  been  improved  to  the  utmofl 
by  the  diligence  and  fkill  of  count  Daun,  who,  re- 
membering his  former  fuccefs,  was  emboldened  to 
enter  the  lilts  again  with  his  great  antagonift  with 
more  confidence.  The  Prufiians,  however,  no  way 
4  ter- 


158  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

An.  1757.  terrified  by  the  enemy's  fituation,  nor  their  num- 
bers, went  calmly  and  dreadfully  forward.  It  wasf 
almofl  impoflible,  in  the  beginning,  for  the  Pruf- 
fian  cavalry  to  acl:,  on  account  of  the  impediments 
of  fallen  trees,  which  the  enemy  had  cut  down  and 
laid  in  the  field  of  battle,  to  retard  their  ap- 
proach :  but  a  moft  judicious  difpofition,  which 
the  king  made,  overcame  that  difad vantage,  When 
he  firil  formed  his  army,  he  had  placed  four  bat- 
talions behind  the  cavalry  of  his  right  wing,  fore^ 
feeing  that  general  Nadafti,  who  was  placed  with  a 
corps  of  referve  on  the  enemy's  left,  defigned  to 
take  him  in  flank.  It  happened,  as  he  had  fore- 
feen ;  this  general's  horfe  attacking  the  king's 
right  wing  with  great  fury:  but  he  was  received 
•with  fo  fevere  a  fire  from  the  four  battalions,  that 
he  was  obliged '  to  retire  in  diforder.  The  enemy 
gave  way  on  all  fides ;  and  after  having,  by  a  quick 
retreat,  got  at  fome  diflance,  recovered  themfelves 
three  times,  animated  by  their  officers,  and  by  the 
fuperiority  of  their  numbers.  Every  time  they 
made  a  ftand,  the  Pruffians  attacked  them  with  re- 
doubled vigour,  and  with  fuccefs  equal  to  their 
bravery.  Towards  night  the  enemy,  ftill  retreat- 
ing, fell  into  diforder.  Their  two  wings  fled  in 
confufion :  one  of  them,  clofely  preffed  by  the 
king,  ran  towards  Breflau,  and  took  flicker  under 
the  cannon  of  that  city  •,  the  other,  puriued  by  the 
greateft  part  of  the  light  cavalry,  took  their  flight 
towards  Canth  and  Schweidnitz.  Six  thoufand 
Auftrians  fell  in  this  engagement  ;•  and  the  Pruf- 
fians, who  had  only  five  hundred  men  killed,  and 
two  thoufand  three  hundred  wounded,  made  up- 
wards of  twenty  thoufand  of  the  enemy  prifoners, 

among 
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among  which  were  two  hundred  and  ninety-one  An.  1757. 
officers,  took  an  hundred  and  fixteen  cannon,  fifty- 
one  colours  and  (landards,  and  four  thoufand  wag- 
gons of  ammunition  and  baggage.     The  conle- 
quences   that   followed   this  victory  declared   its 
greatnefs.      Future  ages  will  read  with  aftonifh-. 
ment,  that  the  fame  prince,  who,  but  a  few  months 
before,  feemed  verging  on  inevitable  ruin,  merely 
by  the  dint  of  his  own  amazing  abilities,  without 
the  afliftance  of  any  friend  whatever,  with  troops 
perpetually  harraiTed  by  long  and  painful  marches, 
and  by  continual  fkirmimes  and  battles  •,  not  only 
quite  retrieved  his  affairs,  which  almoft  every  one, 
except  himfelf,  thought  paft  redrefs ;   but,  in  the- 
midil  of  winter,  in  countries  where  it  was  judged 
next  to  impoffible  for  any  troops  to  keep  the  field 
at   that    feafon,    conquered   the   united  force  of 
France  and  the  Empire  at  Rofbach  on  the  fifth  of 
November  •,  and  on  the  fame  day  of  the  very  next 
month,  with  a  great  part  of  the  fame  army,  was  at 
LifTa,    where   he   again  triumphed   over  all  the 
powers  of  the.houle  of  Auftria. 

Purfuing  his  advantage,  he  immediately  inverted 
Breflau,  and,  within  two  days  after  this  great  vic- 
tory, every  thing  was  in  readinefs  to  befiege  it  ii* 
form.  His  troops,  flufhed  with  fuccefs,  were  at 
firft  for  ftorming  it ;  but  their  more  prudent  ge- 
neral, knowing  the  flrength  of  the  garrifon,  which 
confifted  of  upwards  of  thirteen  thoufand  men, 
and  confidering  both  the  fatigues  which  his  own 
foldiers  had  lately  undergone,  and  the  fatal  confer 
quences  that  might  enfue,  fhould  they  fail  of  fuc- 
cefs in  this  attempt,  ordered  the  approaches  to  be 
carried  on  in  the  ufual  form,  His  commands  were 

pbeyed  j 
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An.  1757.  obeyed;  and,  in  confequence  thereof,  Breflau'fuf* 
retakes  rendered  to  him  on  the  twentieth  of  December  in 
Breflau ;  the  morning.  The  garrifon,  of  which  ten  thou- 
fand  bore  arms,  and  between  three  and  four  thou- 
fand  lay  fick  or  wounded,  were  made  prifoners  of 
war.  Fourteen  of  thefe  prifoners  were  officers  of 
high  rank.  The  military  cheil,  a  vaft  treafure, 
with  eighty  pieces  of  cannon,  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  victors,  who  loft  only  about  twenty  men  in 
their  approaches.  During  the  fiege,  a  magazine 
of  powder  was  fet  on  fire  by  a  bomb  ;  which  occa- 
fioned  great  confufion  among  the  befieged>  and 
damaged  one  of  their  baftions. 

Theflrongfortrefs  of  Schweidnitz  ftill  remained  in 
the  enemy's  pofTeflion,  defended  by  a  garrifon  fo  nu- 
merous, that  it  might  be  compared  to  a  fmall  army ; 
and  whilft  that  continued  fo,  the  king  of  Prufila's 
victories  in  Silefia  were  of  no  decifive  effect.  For 
this  reafon,  tho'itwas  now  the  dead  of  winter,  and 
the  foldiers  flood  in  need  of  repofe,  his  majefty  re- 
folved,  if  pofHble,  to  become  mafter  of  that  place 
before  the  end  of  the  year:  but  as  a'cloie  fiege 
inverts  was  impracticable,  a  blockade  was  formed,  as  ftrictly 

Schweid-    as  tne  riprOUr  of  the  feafoh  would  permit.  It  was  not* 
mtz;  ,  ...    .      .  ^r  r  . 

however,  till  the  beginning  or  the  enfuing  cam- 
paign that  this  place  was  taken.  The  Pruflians 
opened  their  trenches  before  it  on  the  third  of 
April,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-eight, 
and  erected  two  large  batteries,  which  kept  a  conti* 
nual  fire  upon  the  town.  The  artillery  of  the  be- 
fiegers  confifted  of  three  hundred  pieces  of  can- 
non, of  different  dimenfions,  and  eighty  mortars ; 
an  amazing  artillery,  and  fuch  as  we  have  never 
heard  of  in  former  campaigns.  On  the  night  of 

the 
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the   fourteenth  the  PrufTians  carried  one  of  the    An.  1757. 
chief  works  by   aflault,    and    lodged    themfelves 
therein;  whereupon  the  commandant  capitulated  takesit. 
the   next  day,  with  the  garrifon,  which  was  now 
greatly    reduced  of  its   firft    number ;  being   not 
half  of  what  it   amounted  to  at  the  beginning  of 
the  blockade. 

Thus  all  the  parts  of  Silefia,  which  the  king  of  an^  be- 
Pruffia  had  loll  by  one  unfortunate  blow;  fell  again  ^JJ^0f 
into  his  pofiefiion  ;  and  his   affairs,  which  but  a  an  Silefia. 
few  months  before  feemed  irretrievable,  were  now 
re-eftablifhed  upon  a  firmer  bafis  than  ever.     The 
Pruflian  parties  not  only  re-poflelTed  themfelves  of 
thofe  parts  of  Silefia  which  belonged  to  their  king, 
but  penetrated  into  the  Auftrian  divifion,   reduced 
Jagerndorf,  Troppau,  Tretchen,  and  feveral  other 
places,  and  left  the  Emprefs -queen  fcarce  any  foot- 
ing in  that  country,  in  which,  a  few  days   before, 
(he  reckoned  her  dominion  perfectly  eftablifhed. 

The  Swedes,  after  many  debates  between  their  Hofnlitles 
king  and  fenate,  had  at  length  refolved  upon  an   of  the 
open  declaration  againft  the  king  of  Pruffia,  and,   p^^.m 
in  confequcnce  of  that  refolution,  fent  fo  many   nia. 
troops  into  Pomerania,  that,  by  the  end  of  Auguft, 
their  army  in   that  country  amounted  to  twenty- 
five  thoufand  men.     Their  firft  act  of  hoflility  was 
the  feizure  of  Anclam  and  Demmin,  two  towns 
that  lay  in  the  way  to  Stetin,  againft  which  their 
principal  defign  was  levelled.    But  before  they  pro- 
ceeded further,  general  Hamilton,  their  command- 
er, by  way  of  juftifying  the  conduct  of  his  mafter, 
publifhed  a  declaration,  fetting  forth,  ;c  That  the 
king  of  Sweden*  as  guarantee  of  the  treaty  of  Weft- 
phalia,    could  not  help  fending  his  troops  into  the 

Numb.  14.  JL  upper 
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An.  1757.  upper  part  of  the  dutchy  of  Pomerania  belong- 
ing to  the  king  of  PrufTia  -,  and  that,  therefore,  all 
the  officers  appointed  to  receive  the  public  revenue 
in  that  country,  muft  pay  what  money  they  had  in 
their  hands  to  general  Hamilton,  who  was  com- 
miffioned  to  receive  the  fame  for  his  Swedifh  ma- 
jefty  :  That,  moreover,  an  exact  account  was  re- 
quired within  eight  days,  of  the  revenues  of  the 
country;  but  that,  no  more  than  ordinary  contri- 
butions would  be  demanded  of  the  inhabitants, 
who  might  reft  affured,  that  the  Swedifh  troops 
ihould  be  made  to  obferve  the  ftricteft  difcipline." 

After  this  declaration  they  attacked  the  little 
fortrefs  of  Penemunde,  upon  the  river  Pene,  and, 
on  the  twenty-third  of  September,  after  a  fiege  of 
nine  days,  forced  the  garrifon,  which  confifted  only 
of  militia,  to  furrender  themfelves  prifoners  of  war. 
This  alternative  the  commanding- officer  chofe,  ra- 
ther than  engage  not  to  ferve  for  two  years,  faying, 
that  fuch  an  engagement  was  inconfiftent  with  his 
honour, whilft  his  prince  had  fo  much  occafion  for  his 
fervice  -,  and  the  Swedifh  general,  touched  with  this 
noble  way  of  thinking,  was,  on  his  part,  fo  ge- 
nerous as  to  give  him  his  liberty. 

That  of  On  the  other  hand  general  ManteufFel,  who  com- 
the  Pruf-  rnanded  the  Pruffian  forces  then  in  Pomerania, 
amounting  to  twelve  thoufand  men,  with  which  he 
was  encamped  before  St;etin,  to  cover  that  place, 
publifhed,  in  anfwer  to  this,  a  declaration,  enjoin- 
ing the  inhabitants  of  Pomerania  to  remain  faithful 
to  the  king  of  Prnffia,  their  lawful  fovereign,  un- 
der pain  of  incuring  his  juft  indignation,  and  ab« 
folutely  forbidding  them  to  pay  any  regard  to  the 
Swedifh  manifefto. 

i  In 
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In  the  mean  time  marechal  Lehwald,  immedi-  An.  1757. 
ately  after  the  battle  of  Norkitten,  when  the  Ruf- 
fians began  their  retreat,  detached  prince  George  of 
HoHlein-Gottorp,  with  a  considerable  body  of 
forces,  to  the  relief  of  Pomerania ;  and,  fhortly 
after,  the  Ruffian  forces  having  totally  evacuated 
every  part  of  Pruifia,  except  Memel,  and  moft  of 
them  being  actually  gone  into  winter-quarters,  he 
himielf  followed,  with  an  additional  reinforcement 

of  fixteen  thoufand  men.     Upon  his  approach  the  , 

,  i         T-I      i«         i      Marechal 

Swedes,  who  were  then  encamped  at  Jrerdmand-  j,ehwaid 

flioff,  and  had  begun  to  fill  up  the  harbour  of  forces  the 
Swinnemunde,  by  way  of  previous  preparation 
for  the  fiege  of  Stetin,  retired  with  fuch  precipi- 
tation, that  they  did  not  allow  themfelves  time  to 
draw  off  a  little  garrifon  they  had  at  Wellin,  con-' 
fitting  of  two  hundred  and  ten  men,  who  were 
made  prifoners  of  war.  Demmin  was  cannonaded 
by  the  Pruflians  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  Decem- 
ber ;  and  the  Swedes  having  loft  one  officer  and 
forty  men,  defired  to  capitulate.  As,  in  order  to 
eafe  the  troops,  it  was  not  thought  proper  to 
continue  the  fiege  in  fo  fliarp  a  feaibn,  their  re- 
queft  was  granted,  and  they  had  leave  to  retire 
with  two  pieces  of  cannon.  The  Pruffians  took 
pofieffion  of  the  town  on  the  fecond  of  January, 
after  the  Swedes  had,  on  the  thirtieth  of  Decem- 
ber, likewife  given  up  Anclam,  where  the  con- 
querors took  an  hundred  and  fifty  prifoners,  and 
found  a  confiderable  magazine  of  provifions  and 
ammunition.  Marechal  Lehwald  then  pafled  the 
Pene,  entered  Swedifli  Pomerania,  and  reduced 
Gutzkow,  Loitz,  Tripfus,  and  Nebringen.  At 
the  fame  time  lieutenant- general  Schorlemmer  paf- 
L  2  fed 
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An.  1757.  fet}  wjth  his  corps  from  the  ifle  of  Wollin  into  the 
ifle  of  Uiedom,  and  from  thence  to  Wolgaft,  the 
Swedes  having  abandoned  this  town,  as  well  as  , 
Schwinemnnde,  and- the  fort  of  Penemunde.  The 
prince  of  Holftein  advanced  as  far  as  Grimm  and 
Grieffswalde,  and  the  Swedes,  lofing  one  town  af- 
ter another,  till  they  had  nothing  left  in  Pomera- 
nia  but  the  port  of  Stralfund,  continued  retreating 
till  they  had  reached  this  lad  place.  The  French 
party  in  Sweden,  to  comfort  the  people,  called  this 
retreat,  or  rather  flight,  going  into  winter  quar- 
ters. The  Pruffian  hufTars  were  not  idle  wherever 
they  penetrated  •,  for  befides  plundering  and  pil- 
laging like  buffers,  they  inftantly  raifed  a  contri- 
bution of  an  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  crowns  in 
Swedifh  Pomerania.  The  Mecklemburghers,  who 
had  joined  the  Swedes  with  fix  thoufand  of  their 
troops,  now  found  caufe  to  repent  their  forward- 
nefs,  being  left  quite  expofed  to  the  refentment  of 
the  victors,  .who-  chaftifed  them  with  moft  fevere 
exactions  and  levies.  The  army  of  the  Swedes, 
tho'  they  did  not  fight  a  battle,  was  by  ficknefs, 
delertion,  and  other  accidents,  reduced  to  half  the 
number  it  confifted  of  when  they  took  the  field. 

Anfwer  of  The  landgrave  of  Hefie-CafTel,  foon  after  his 
terr^tories  were  invaded  by  the  French,  in  confe- 
quence  of  their  advantage  in  the  affair  of  Haflen- 

of  Heffe-  beck,  had  applied  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  as  one  of 
the  guarantees  of  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia,  de- 
firing  him  to  employ  his  good  offices  with  the 
court  of  France,  to  obtain  a  more  favourable  treat- 
ment for  his  dominions  than  they  met  with  :  but 
bis  Swedifh  majefty,  by  the  advice  of  the  fenate, 
thought  proper  to  refufe  complying  with  this  re- 

queft. 
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queft,  alledging,  that  as  the  crown  .of  Sweden  was   An-  >757' 

one  of  the   principal  guarantees  of  the  treaty  of 

Weftphalia,  it  would  be  highly  improper  to  take 

fuch  a  ftep,  in  favour  of  a  prince  who  had  not  only 

broke  the  laws  and   conftitutions  of  the  empire, 

in  refufing  to  furnidi  his  contingent,  but  had  even 

aflifted,  with  his  troops,   a  power  known  to  be  its  Decree  of 

mi       A     i-  -1  r     •  the  Aulic 

declared  enemy.     1  he  Aulic  council  too,  leemg,  councji 
or  pretending  to  fee  the  behaviour  of  the  landgrave  againft 
in  the  fame  light,  ifllied  a  decree  againft  his  fcrene  him* 
highnefs  towards  the  end  of  this  year. 

The  court  of  Great-Britain,  juftly  difpleafed 
with  the  Dutch  on  account  of  the  extreme  facility 
with  which  they  had  granted  the  French  a  free 
paflage  through  Namur  and  Maeftricht  for  the  ir 
proviiions,  ammunition,  and  artillery,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  campaign,  had  very  properly  re- 
monftrated  againft  that  ftep,  before  U  was  abfo- 
lutely  refolved  on,  or  at  leaft  declared  to  befo  :  but 
in  vain  •,  a  pufillanimous  aniwer  being  all  the  fa- 
tisfadion  that  was  obtained.  The  tamenefs  and 
indifference  with  which  the  States  General  had 
fmce  feen  Oftrnd  and  Nieuport  put  into  the  hands 
qf  the  French,  drew  upon  their  High  Mightinef- 
fes  a  farther  remonftrance,  which  was  delivered  to  Memorial 
them  on.  the  twenty-  eighth  of  November  of  this  Pref^ntcd 
year,  by  colonel  Yorke,  his  Britannic  majefty's  pie-  Dutch  by 
nipotentiary  at  the  Hague,  in  the  following  terms,  colonel 


well  calculated  to  awaken  in.  them  a  due  fenfe  of       tioii  to 


their  own   danger,  as  well  as  to  evince  the  in-   Oftejid 
jufti.ce  of  the  proceedings  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria.    and  Nieu* 

4  Conlidering  the  critical  fituation  which  Europe' 
has  been  in  during  the  courfe  of  this  year,  in  confe- 
quence  of  measures  concerted  to  embroil  ail  Europe 

L  3  the 
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An.  1757.  the  king  of  Great  Britain  was  willing  to  flatter 
himfelf,  that  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Verfarlles, 
out  of  regard  to  the  circumfpect  conduct  obferved 
by  your  High  MightinerTes,  would  have  at  leaft 
informed  you  of  the  changes  they  have  thought 
proper  to  make  in  the  Auflrian  Netherlands. 

*  It  was  with  the  utmoft  furjmze  the  king  heard, 
that,  without  any  previous  corifent  of  yours,  and 
almoft  without  giving  you  any  notice,  the  court  of 
Vienna  had  thought  proper  to  put  the  towns  of  Of- 
tend  and  Nieuport  into  the  hands  of  the  French 
troops,  and  to  withdraw  her  own,  as  well  as  her  ar- 
tillery and  ftores,  whilft  France  continues  to  fend 
thither  a  formidable  quantity  of  both. 

f  The  conduct  of  the  court  of  Vienna  towards 
his  majefty,  is  indeed  fo  unmerited,  andfo  extraor- 
dinary, that  it  is  difficult  to  find  words  to  exprefs 
it  :  but  whatever  fallacious  pretexts  me  may  have 
made  ufe  of  to  palliate  her  behaviour  towards  Eng- 
land, it  doth  not  appear  that  they  can  be  extended 
fo  far  as  to  excufe  the  infringement,  in  concert  with 
•France,  of  the  mofl  folemn  treaties  between  her 
and  your  High  Mightinefles. 

f  The  king  never  doubted  that  your  High  Migh- 
tinefles  would  have  made  proper  reprefentations  to 
fhe  two  courts,  newly  allied,  to  demonftrate  the  in- 
juftice  of  fuch  a  proceeding,  and  the  danger  that 
rnight  afterwards  refult  from  it. 

*  Your  High  MightinerTes  will  have  perceived, 
that  your  filence  on  the  firft  Hep,  encouraged  the 
fwo  courts,   newly  allied,   to  attempt  others  -9    and 
who  cart  fay  where  they  will  flop  ?  The  pretext  at 
firft  was,  the  need  which  the  Emprefs-queen  ftood 
jn  of  the  troops  for  the  war  kindled  in  the  empire, 

and 
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and  the  necefllty  of  providing  for  the  fafety  of  thofe   An.  1757 
important  places,  and  afterwards  of  their  imagina- 
ry danger  from  England. 

'  But,  High  and  Mighty  Lords,  it  is  but  too 
evident,  that  the  two  powers,  who  have  taken  thtfe 
meafures  in  concert,  have  other  projects  in  view, 
and  have  made  new  regulations  with  regard  to  that 
country,  which  cannot  but  alarm  the  neighbouring 
ftates. 

c  The  late  demand  made  to  your  High  Mightinefies, 
of  a  pafTage  for  a  large  train  of  warlike  implements 
thro'fome  of  the  barrier  towns,  in  order  to  be  lent  to 
Oftend  and  Nieuport,  could  not  fail  to  awaken  the 
King's  attention.  The  fmcere  friendmip,  and  pa- 
rity of  interefts,  of  Great  Britain  and  Holland,  re- 
quire that  they  fhould  no  longer  keep  filence,  Jeft, 
in  the  iffue,  it  fhould  be  confidered  as  a  tacit  con- 
ftnt,  and  as  a  relinquimment  of  all  our  rights. 

'  The  King  commands  me,  therefore,  to  recall 
to  your  High  Mightinefies  the  two-fold  right 
you  have  'acquired  to  keep  the  Auftrian  Nether- 
lands under  .the  government  of  the  houfe  of  Auf- 
tria  \  and  that  no  other  has  a,title  to  make  the  leaft 
alteration  therein,  without  the  confent  of  your 
High  Mightinefies  ;  unlefs  the  new  allies  have  re- 
folved  to  fet  afide  all  prior  treaties,  and  to  difpofe 
at  pleaiure  of  every  thing  that  may  fuit  their  pri- 
vate intereit. 

4  In  the  treaty  between  your  High  Mightiness 
and  the  crown  of  France,  figned  at  Utrecht  on  the 
eleventh  of  April,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
thirteen,  in  the  fifteenth  article,  are  thefe  words  : 
"  It  is  alfo  agreed,  that  no  province,  fort,  town, 
or  city,  of  the  faid  Netherlands,  or  of  thofe  which 

L  4  are 
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An.  175 1-  are  given  up  by  his  Catholic  majefly,  mall  ever  -be 
ceded,  transferred,  or  given,  or  fhall  ever  devolve 
to  the  crown  of  Fiance,  or  any  prince  or  princets 
of  the  houfe  or  line  of  France,  either  by  virtue  of 
any  gift,  exchange,  marriage-contract,  fuccefnon 
by  will,  or  by  any  other  title  whatever,  to  the 
power  and  authority  of  the  moft  Chriftian  king,  or 
of  any  prince  or  prince fs  of  the  houfe  or  line  of 
France." 

<  In  the  barrier- treaty  thefe  very  flipulations  are 
repeated  in  the  firfl  article :  "  His  Imperial  and 
Catholic  majefty  promifes  and  engages,  that  no 
province,  city,  town,  fortrefs,  or  territory  of  the 
faid  country,  fliall  be  ceded,  transferred,  given,  or 
devolve  to  the  crown  of  France,  or  to  any  other 
but  the  fuccefibr  of  the  German  dominions  of  the 
houfe  of  Auflria,  either  by  donation,  fale,  ex- 
change, marriage-contract,  heritage,  teftamentary 
fucceffion,  nor  under  any  other  pretext  whatfo- 
cver  j  fo  that  no  province,  town,  fortrefs,  or  terri- 
tory of  the  faid  Netherlands  mail  ever  be  fubject  to 
any  other  prince,  but  to  the  fuccefibr  of  the  dates 
of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  alone,  excepting  what  has 
been  yielded  by  the  prefcnt  treaty  to  the  faid  lords 
the  States  General," 

*  A  bare  reading  of  thefe  two  articles  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  evince  all  that  I  have  juil  repreiented  to 
your  High  Mightineffes :  and  whatever  pretext 
the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Verfailles  may  alledge,  to 
cover  the  infraction  of  thefe  treaties,  the  thing  re- 
mains'nevertheleis  evident,  whilft  thefe  two  courts 
are  unable  to  prove,  that  the  towns  of  Oftend  and 
Nieupcrt  are  not  actually  in  the  power  of  France. 
If  their  defigns  are  juft,  or  agreeable  to  thofe  trea- 
ties,, 
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ties,  they  will  doubtlefs  not  fcruple,  in  the  leaft,  An.  1757. 
to  make  your  High  Mightinefies  eafy  on  that  head, 
by  openly  explaining  themfelves  to  a  quiet  and  pa- 
cific neighbour,  and  by  giving  you  indifputable 
proofs  of  their  intentions  to  fulfil  the  ftipulations  of 
the  faid  two  treaties,  with  regard  to  the  Nether- 
lands. 

*  The  King  hath  fo  much  confidence  in  the 
good  fenie,  prudence,  and  friendlhip  of  your  High 
Mightinefles,  that  he  makes  not  the  lead  doubt  of 
your  taking  the  moft  efficacious  meafures  to  clear 
up  an  affair  of  fuch  importance  -,  and  of  your  being 
pleafed,  in  concert  with  his  majefty,  to  watch  over 
the  fate  of  a  country,  whofe  fituation  and  inde«- 
pendence  have,  for  more  than  a  century,  been  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  principal  fupport$  of  your 
liberty  and  commerce.' 

It  does  not  appear,  that  this  remonftrance  had 
the  defired  effecl:  upon  the  States  General,  who 
were  apprehenfive  of  embroiling  themfelves  with 
an  enemy  fo  remarkably  akrt  in  taking  all  advan- 
tages. The  tFUth  is,  they  were  not  only  unpre- 
pared for  a  rupture  with  France,  but  extremely 
unwilling  to  forego  the  commercial  profits  which 
they  derived  from  their  neutrality. 

The  king  of  Prufiia,   about  this  period,  began  HisPruf- 
to  harbour  a  fuipicion  that?  certain  other  powers  f}™  ™*~ 
longed  eagerly  to  enjoy  the  fame  refpite  from  the   ter  to  the 
dangers  and  inconveniences  of  war,  and  that  he 
ran  the  rifque  of  being  abandoned  by  his  fole  pa- 
tron  and  ally,  who  feemed  greatly  alarmed  at  his 
defeat  in  Bohemia,  and  defirous  of  detaching  him- 
felf  from  a  connexion  which  might  be  produdive 
cf  the  moft  difagreeable  confequences  to  his  conti- 
nental 
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An.  1757.  nental  intereft.     Stimulated   by  this  opinion,  his 
Pruflian  majefty  is  faid  to  have  written  an  expof- 

tulatory  f  letter  to  the  k—  of  G —  B ,  in 

which  he  very  plainly  taxes  that  m with  having 

inftigated  him  to  commence  hoftilities  ;  and  infifts 
upon  his  remembering  the  engagements  by  which 
he  was  fo  folemnly  bound.  From  the  ftrain  of  this 
letter,  and  the  Pruflian's  declaration  to  the  Britifh 
minifter  when  he  firil  f«t  out  for  Saxony,  import- 
ing, that  he  was  going  to  fight  the  k  —  of 
E — d's  battles,  a  notion  was  generally  conceived, 
that  thofe  two  powers  had  agreed  to  certain  private 
pa6ta,  or  conventions,  the  particulars  of  which 
have  not  yet  tranfpired.  Certain  it  is,  a  declara- 
tion was  delivered  to  the  Pruflian  refident  at  Lon- 
don, which  appears  to  have  been  calculated  as  an 
anfwer  to  the  letter.  In  that  paper  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  declared,  That  the  overtures  made 
by  his  majeity's  electoral  miniflers  in  Germany, 
touching  the  checks  received  on  the  continent, 


f  The  letter,  which  was 
written  in  French,  we  have 
tranflated  for  the  reader's  fa- 
tisfaftion. 

"  I  am  informed,  that  the 
defign  of  a  treaty  of  neutrality 

for  the  electorate  of  H —r 

is  not  yet  laid  alide.  Is  it  pof- 
iible  that  your  m— y  can  have 
ib  little  fortitude  and  conftan- 
cy,  as  to  be  difpirited  by  a 
frnall  reyerfe  of  fortune  ?  Are 
affairs  fo  ruinous,  that  they 
cannot  be  repaired  ?  1  hope 

your  m y  will  confider  the 

tfep  you  have  made  me  hazard, 
and  remember  that  you  are 
the  fole  caufe  of  thefe  misfor- 


tunes that  now  impend  over 
my  head.  I  mould  never  have  \ 
abandoned  the  alliance  of  •' 
France,  but  for  your  flattering 
affurances.  I  do  not  now  rer  f 
pent  of  the  treaty  I  have  con- 
cluded with  your  m— y;  but 
I  expeft  you  will  not  inglo- 
riouily  leave  me  at  the  mercy 
of  my  enemies,  after  having 
brought  upon  me  all  the  forces 
of  Europe.  I  depend  upon 
your  adhering  to  your  repeat- 
ed engagements  of  the  twenty- 
iixth  of  laft  month,  and  that  you 
will  liften  to  no  treaty  in  which 
I  am  not  comprehended." 

Ihould 
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fhould  have  no  influence  on  his  majefty  as  king :  An«  '757' 
that  he  faw,  in  the  fame  light  as  before,  the  perni- 
cious effects  of  the  union  between  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Verfailles,  threatening  a  fubverfion  of* 
the  whole  fyftem  of  public  liberty,  and  of  the  inde^ 
pendence  of  the  European  powers  :  that  he  confi-» 
dered,  as  a  fatal  confequence  of  this  dangerous  con-. 
nection,  the  cefilon  made  by  the  court  of  Vienna 
of  the  ports  in  the  Netherlands  to  France,  in  fuch 
a  critical  iituation,  and  contrary  to  the  faith  of  the 
mod  tblemn  treaties :  that,  whatever  might  be  the 
fucccfs  of  his  arms,  his  majefty  was  determined  to 
act  in  conftant  concert  with  the  king  of  Prufiia,  in 
employing  the  moil  efficacious  means  to  fruftrate 
the  unjull  and  opprefiive  defigns  of  their  common 
enemies.  He  concluded  with  afTuring  the  king 
of  Pruftia,  that  the  Britifh  crown  would  continue 
to  fulfil,  with  the  greateft  punctuality,  its  engage- 
ments with  his  Prufiian  majefty,  and  to  fupport 
him  with  firmnefs  and  vigour.  Such  a  reprefen- 
tation  could  not  fail  of  being  agreeable  to  a  prince, 
who,  at  this  juncture,  ftood  in  need  of  an  extraor- 
dinary cordial.  He  knew  he  could  fecurely  depend 
not  only  on  the  good  faith  of  an  Englifh  miniftry, 
but  alfo  on  the  good  plight  of  the  Britifh  nation, 
which,  like  an  indulgent  nurfe,  hath  always  pre- 
fented  the  nipple  to  her  meagre  German  allies. 
Thofe,  however,  who  pretended  to  confider  and 
canvafs  events,  without  prejudice  and  prepofTeflion, 
could  not  herp  owning  their  furprize,  at  hearing  an; 
alliance  ftigmatized  as  pernicious  to  the  fyftem  of- 
public  liberty,  and  fubverfive  of  the  independence 
<ef  the  European  powers,  as  they  remembered  that 
this  alliance  was  the  effect  of  neceffity,  to  which 

the' 
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An.  1757.=,  the  houfe  of  Aufbria  was  reduced,  for  its  own  pre- 
•  fervation  •,  reduced,  as  its  friends  and  partifans  af- 
>  firm,  by  thofe  very  potentates  that  now  reproached, 
her  with  thefe  connections.    / 

Dlfputes         His  B m was  refolved,  that  the  king  of 

in^tke"     Pruffia  fliould  have  no  caufe  to  complain  of  his  in- 
con  ven-      difference,   whatever   reafons  he  had   to  exclaim 

tion  of       againft  the  convention  of  Clofter-feven,   which  he 

Cloiler-  c 

fevcn.        "id  not  fcruple  to  condemn  as  a  very  fcandalous 

capitulation,  as  much  as  he  difapproved  of  the  con- 
duct, in  confequence  of  which  near  forty  thoufand 
men  were  io  fhamefully  difarmed,  and  loft  to  his 
caufe.  Thofe  ftipulations  alfo  met  with  a  very  un- 
favourable reception  in  England,  where  the  mo- 
tions of  the  allied  army,  in  their  retreat  before  the 
enemy,  were  very  freely  cenfured,  and  fome  great 
names  expofed  to  the  ridicule  and  contempt  of  the 
public.  This  event,  fo  fingular  in  itfclf,  and  fa 
important  in  its  confequences,  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  the  privy  council,  where  it  is  faid  to  have 
been  canvafTed  with  great  warmth,  and  animofity  of 

altercation.     The  g 1  complained,  that  he  was 

reftricted  by  peremptory  orders  from  the  regency 

of  H ;   and  they  were  reported  to  have  uftd 

,  recriminations  in  their  defence.  In  all  probability, 
every  circumftance  of  the  difpute  was  not  ex- 
plained to  the  fatisfaction  of  all  parties,  inafmuch 
as  that  great  commander  quitted  the  harvefl  of 
military  glory,  and,  like  another  Cincinnatus,  re- 
tired to  his  plough  ;  from  whence  he  may  be  one 
day  recalled  to  the  dictatorfhip  in  war,  when  his 
country  requires  the  exertion  of  his  extraordinary 
talents. 


The 
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The  convention  of  Clofter-feven  was  equally  dif-  An-  r757- 
agreeable  to  the  courts  of  London  and  Verfailles.  D^ap- 
The  former  law  the  electorate  of  Hanover  left,  by  b^by 
this  capitulation,  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy,  who  the  courts 
had  taken  poficflion  of  the  whole  country,  leized  ^^^ 
the  revenues,  exacted  contributions,  arid  changed  Ver&illes, 
the  whole  form  of  government,  in  the  name  of  his 
mod  Chriftian  majefty :  while  the  French  army, 
which  had  been  employed  in  oppofing  the  Hano- 
verians, was  now  at  liberty  to  throw  their  additional 
force  into  the  fcale  againft  the  king  of  Prufiia* 
who,  at  that  period,  feemed  to  totter  on  the  verge 
of  deftruction.  On  the  other  hand,  the  French 
miniilry  thought  their  general  had  granted  too  fa- 
vourable terms  to  a  body  of  forces,  whom  he  had 
cooped  up  in  fuch  a  manner,  that,  in  a  little  time, 
they  muft  have  furrendered  at  difcretion.  They 
therefore  determined,  either  to  provoke  the  Hano- 
verians by  ill-ufage  to  an  infraction  of  the  treaty, 
or,  mould  that  be  found  impracticable,  renounce  it 
as  an  imperfect  convention,  eftablimed  without 
proper  authority.  Both  expedients  were  ufed 
without  referve.  They  were  no  fooner  informed 
of  the  capitulation,  than  they  refufed  to  acknow- 
ledge its  validity,  except  on  condition,  that  the 
Hanoverian  troops  mould  formally  engage  to  defift 
from  all  fervice  againft  France  and  her  allies  during 
the  prefent  war,  and  be  di farmed  on  their  return 
to  their  own  country.  At  the  fame  time  her  ge- 
neral, who  commanded  in  the  electorate,  exhaufled 
the  country  by  levying  exorbitant  contributions, 
and  connived  as  fuch  outrages  as  degraded  his  own 
dignity,  and  reflected  difgrace  on  the  character  of 
his  nation.  The  court  of  London,  to  make  a  me- 
rit 


174  HISTORY    OF    ENGL  AND. 

An.  1757.  rit  of  neceffity,  affected  to  confider  the  conven- 
tional act  as  a  provifional  armiftice,  to  pave  the  way 
for  a  negotiation  that  might  terminate  in  a  general 
peace,  and  propofals  were  offered  for  that  purpofe : 
but  the  French  miniftry  kept  aloof,  and  feemed  re- 
folved  that  the  electorate  of  Hanover  mould  be 
annexed  to  their  king's  dominions.  At  leaft,  they 
were  bent  upon  keeping  it  as  a  precious  depofi- 
tum,  which,  in  the  plan  of  a  general  pacification, 
they  imagined,  would  counterbalance  any  advan- 
tage that  Great  Britain  might  obtain  in  other 
parts  of  the  world. 

The  elec-  His  Britannic  majefty  was  pleafed  to  fee  the  ar- 
f  ,  tides  of  the  convention  fo  palpably  contravened, 
motives  becaufe  the  violation  unbound  his  hands,  and  en- 
for  taking  abled  him,  confiflently  with  good  faith,  to  take  ef- 
«parms.  fedual  ^  fof  the  affiftance  of  his  ally,  and  the 

recovery  of  his  own  dominions.  He  therefore,  in 
quality  of  elector  of  Brunfwic-Lunenburg,  pub- 
limed  a  declaration,  obferving,  That  his  royal 
highnefs  the  duke  of  Cumberland  had,  on  his  part, 
honeftly  fulfilled  all  the  conditions  of  the  conven- 
tion -,  but  the  duke  de  Richelieu  demanded,  that 
the  troops  fhould  enter  into  the  engagement  fpeci- 
fied  above,  and  lay  down  their  arms ;  although  it 
•was  exprefly  itipulated  in  the  convention,  that  they 
fhould  not  be  regarded  as  prifoners  of  war,  under 
which  quality  alone  they  could  be  difarmed  :  that 
the  French  court  pretended  to  treat  of  the  conven- 
tion as  a  military  regulation  only  ;  and,  indeed,  it 
was  originally  nothing  more  :  but  as  they  had  ex- 
prefly difowned  its  validity,  and  a  negotiation  had 
been  actually  begun  for  difarming  the  auxiliaries, 
upon  certain  conditions,  though  the  French  gene- 
ral 
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ral  would  never  anfwer  categorically,  but  waited  An.  1757. 
always  for  frefh  inftructions  from  Verfailles,  the 
nature  of  that  act  was  totally  changed ;  and  what 
was  at  firft  an  agreement  between  general  and  ge- 
neral, was  now  become  a  matter  of  ftate  between 
the  two  courts  of  London  and  Verfailles :  that, 
however  hard  the  conditions  of  the  convention  ap- 
peared to  be  for  the  troops  of  Hanover,  his  Bri- 
tannic majefty  would  have  acquiefced  in  them,  had 
not  the  French  glaringly  dilcovered  their  defign 
of  totally  ruining  his  army,  and  his  dominions ; 
and,  by  the  moft  outrageous  conduct,  freed  his 
Britannic  majefty  from  every  obligation,  under 
which  he  had  been  laid  by  the  convention:.: 
that  in  the  midft  of  the  armiftice,  the  moft  open 
hoftilities  had  been  committed  :  the  caftle  of 
Schartzfels  had  been  forcibly  feized  and  pillaged, 
and  the  garrifon  made  prifoners  of  war  :  the  pri- 
foners  made  by  the  French  before  the  convention, 
had  not  been  reftored  according  to  an  exprefs  arti- 
cle ftipulated  between  the  generals,  though  it  had 
been  fulfilled  c?n  the  part  of  the  electorate,  by  the 
immediate  releafe  of  the  French  prifoners  :  the 
bailies  of  thofe  diftricts,  from  which  the  French 
troops  were  excluded  by  mutual  agreement,  had 
been  fummoned,  on  pain  of  military  execution,  to 
appear  before  the  French  commifiary,  and  com- 
pelled to  deliver  into  his  hands  the  public  revenue  : 
the  French  had  appropriated  to  themfelves  part  of 
thofe  magazines  which,  by  exprefs  agreement,  were 
deftined  for  the  ufe  of  the  electoral  troops  •,  and  they 
had  feized  the  houfes,  revenue,  and  corn,  belonging 
to  the  king  of  England  in  the  city  of  Bremen,  in  vio- 
lation of  their  engagement  to  confider  that  city  as  a 

place 
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An.  175-7.  place  abfoftJtely  free  and  neutral.  He  took  notice 
that  they  had  proceeded  to  menaces  unheard  of 
among  civilized  people,  of  burning,  facking,  and 
dcitroying  every  thing  that  fell  in  their  way,  mould 
the  leaft  hefitation  be  made  in  executing  the  con- 
vention according  to  their  interpretation.' 

Such  were  the  confiderations  that  determined  his 
Britannic  majefty  to  renounce  the  agreement  which 
they  had  violated,  and  have  recourfe  to  arms  for  the 
relief  of  his  fubjects  and  allies.  It  was  in  conie- 
quence  of  this  determination,  that  he  conferred  the 
command  of  his  electoral  army  on  prince  Ferdi- 
nand of  Brunfwick,  brother  to  the  duke  of  that 
•'name,  who  had  diftinguimed  himfelf  in  the  Pruf- 
fian  army  by  his  great  military  talents,  and  was,  by 
blood  and  inclination,  as  well  as  intereft,  warmly 
'  'attached  to  his  Britannic  majefty. 

The  duke  The  duke  de  Richelieu  was  no  fooner  informed 
Keu  ex-6"  '°^ 'tne^e  particulars,  than  he  fent  a  letter  to  prince 
populates  'Ferdinand,  fpecifying,  that -although  for  fome  days 
with  ^c  jiacj  percc]|ved  the  Hanoverian  troops  in  motion, 

pnnre         ..  .         •      •      j       i 

Ferdinand  in  order  to  form  themfelves  into  a  body,  he  coulcl 
of  Brunf-  not  imagine  the  object  of  thefe  movements  was  to 
infringe  the  convention  of  neutrality,  which  had 
been  eftablilhed  between  the  duke  of  Cumber- 
'land  and  himfelf,  as  French  general :  that  he  was 
blinded  fo  far  by  his  confidence  in  the  good  faith 
of  the  elector  of  Hanover,  who  had  figned  that 
convention,  as  to  believe  the  troops  were  afTembled 
for  no  other  purpofe  than  to  be  dtftributed  into 
winter-quarters,  which  had  been  affigned  them  by 
the  agreement  •,  but  his  eyes  were  at  laft  opened,  by 
repeated  advices  which  he  had  received  from  all 
quarters,  importing,  that  the  Hanoverians  intended 

3  to 
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to  infringe  thofe  articles  which  ought  to  be  facred  An- 1?57« 
and  inviolable  :  that  the  king  his  mailer  was  dill 
\villing  to  give  frefh  proofs  of  his  moderation,  and 
his  defire  to  fpare  the  effufion  of  human  blood  : 
-with  that  view  the  duke  declared  to  his  ferene 
highnefs,  in  the  name  of  hi&  moft  Chriflian  majef- 
ty,  that  he  perfifted  in  his  refoludon  of  fulfilling 
exactly  all  the  points  of  the  convention,  provided 
they  fhould  be  equally  obfcrved  by  the  Hanove- 
rian army  •,  but  he  could  not  help  apprifing  his  fe- 
rene highnefs,  that  if  this  army  mould  t;rke  any 
equivocal  ftep,  and  Rill  more,  flioiild  it  commit  any 
act  of  hoftility,  he  would  then  pu(h  matters  to  t'rie 
lail  extremity,  looking  upon  himfdf  as  authorized 
fo  to  do  by  the  rules  of  war  :  that  he  would  fet  fire 
to  all  the  pakces,  houles,  and  gardens ;  fack  all  the 
towns  and  villages,  without  fparing  the  moft  incon- 
fiderable  cottage,  and  iubject  the  country  to  all  the 
horrors  of  war  and  devaftation.  He  conjured 
his  ferene  highnefs  to  reflect  on  thele  particu'ars, 
»nd  begged  he  would  not  lay  him  under  the  ne- 
eefiity  or  taking  fteps  fo  contrary  to  his  own  perfo- 
nal  character,  as  well  as  to  the  natural  humanity  of 
the  French  nation.  To  this  letttr,  which  was  Te- 
eonded  by  the  count  de  Lynar,  the  Danifh  ambaffa- 
dciy  who  had  mediated  the  convention,  prince  Fer- 
dinand returned  a  very  laconic  anfwef,  intimating, 
that  he  would  give  the  duke  de  Richelieu  his  an- 
fwer  in  perfon,  at  the  head  of  his  army.  At  this 
particular  juncture,  the  French  general  was  difpofed 
to  abide  by  the  original  articles,  of  the  convention, 
rather  than  draw  upon  himfelf  the  hoftilities  of  an 
army  which  he  knew  to  be  brave,  refolutej  and 
well  appointed,  and  which  he  faw  at  prefent  ani-'  , 
Numb,  j  4.  M  mated 
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An.  1757.  mated  with  an  eager  defire  of  wipingout  the  difgrace 
they  themfelves  had  fuftained  by  the  capitulation,  as 
well  as  of  relieving  their  country  from  the  grievous 
oppreflion  under  which  it  groaned. 

Pro  refs  About  the  latter  end  of  November  the  Hanove- 
oftheHa-  rian  army  was  wholly  afiembled  at  Stade,  under  the 
novenan  aufpices  of  prince  Ferdinand,  who  reiblved,  with- 
out delay,  to  drive  the  French  from  the  electorate, 
whither  they  now  began  their  march.  Part  of  the 
enemy's  rear,  confuting  of  two  thoufand  men,  was 
in  their  march  back  to  Zell,  attacked  in  the  bailiwic 
of  Ebftorff,  and  entirely  defeated  by  general  Schuy- 
lenbourg;  and,  in  a  few  days  after  this  action, 
another  happened  upon  the  river  Aller,  between 
two  confiderable  bodies  of  each  army,  in  which  the 
Hanoverians,  commanded  by  general  Zaftrow,  re- 
mained matters  of  the  field.  Thefe  petty  advan- 
tages ferved  to  encourage  the  allies,  and  put  them 
in  pofiefiion  of  Lunenburg,  Zell,  and  part  cf  the 
Brunfwic  dominions,  which  the  enemy  were  obliged 
to  abandon.  The  operations  of  prince  Ferdinand, 
however,  were  retarded  by  the  refolution  and  obftU 
nate  perfeverance  of  the  French  officer,  who  com- 
manded the  garrifon  of  Harbourg.  When  the  Ha- 
noverian troops  made  themfelves  mailers  of  the 
town,  he  retired  into  the  caftle,  which  he  held  out 
againft  a  confiderable  detachment  of  the  allied  ar- 
my, by  whom  it  was  inverted;  at  length,  however, 
the  fortifications  being  intirely  demolifhed,  he  fur- 
rendered  upon  capitulation.  On  the  fixth  day  of 
December  prince  Ferdinand  began  his  march  to- 
/wards  Zell,  where  the  French  army  had  taken  poft, 
under  the  command  of  the  duke  de Richelieu,  who, 
at  the  approach  of  the  Hanoverians,  called  in  his 
4  -  advanced 
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advanced  parties,  abandoned  fever al  magazines,  An.  1757 
burned  all  the  farm -houfes  and  buildings  belonging 
to  the  fheep-walks  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  with- 
out paying  the  lead  regard  to  the  reprefentations 
made  by  prince  Ferdinand  on  this  fubject  •,  reduced 
the  fuburbs  of  Zell  to  afhes,  after  having  allowed 
his  men  to  plunder  the  houfes,  and  even  Jet  fire  to 
the  Orphan- hofpital,  in  which  a  great  number  of 
helplels  children  are  faid  to  have  perifhed.  One 
cannot,  without  horror,  reflect  upon  fuch  brutal 
acts  of  inhumanity.  The  French  troops  have,  on 
divers  occalions,  and  in  different  parts  of  the  em- 
pire, acted  tragedies  of  the  fame  nature,  which  are 
not  eafily  reconcileable  to  the  character  of  a  nation 
famed  for  fentiment  and  civility.  The  Hanove- 
rians having  advanced  within  a  league  of  Zell,  the 
two  armies  began  to  cannonade  each  other ;  the 
FVench  troops  pofted  on  the  right  of  the  Allcr, 
burned  their  magazines  and  retired  into  the  town, 
where  they  were  fo  ftrongiy  intrenched,  that  prince 
Ferdinand  could  not  attempt  the  river,  the  pafies 
of  which  were  ftrongiy  guarded  by  the  enemy.  At 
the  fame  time  his  troops  were  expofed  to  great 
hardfhips  from  the  feverity  of  the  weather;  he 
therefore  retreated  to  Ultzen  and  Lunenburg, 
where  his  army  was  put  into  winter-quarters,  and 
executed  feveral  fmall  enterprizes  by  detachment, 
while  the  French  general  fixed  his  head-quarters  in 
the  city  of  Hanover,  his  cantonments  extending 
as  feras  Zell,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  many 
(harp  ikirmifhes  were  fought  by  the  out-parties,  TheHa- 
with  various  fuccefs. 

Their  Imperial  majefties  were  no  fooner  apprized 

of  thefe  tranlactions,  which  they  confidered  as  in- 

M  2  fra&ions 
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fra&ions  of  the  convention,  than  theyfentan  inti- 
mation to  the  Baron  de  Steinberg,  minifter  to  the 
king  of  Great  Britain  as  elector  of  Hanover,   that 
he  ihould  appear  no  more  at  court,  or  confer  with 
their  minifters  •,  and  that  his  reiiciing  at  Vienna,  as 
he  might  eafily  conceive,  could  not  be  very  agree- 
able :   in  confequence  of  which  mefiage  he  mired, 
after  having  obtained  the  neceffary  paffports  for  his 
departure.     The  chagrin  occafioned-at  the  court  of 
Vienna  by  the  Hanoverian  army's  having  recourfe 
to  their  arms  again,  was,  in  f-;me  meafure,  allevi- 
ated by  the  certain  tidings  received  from  Peterf- 
burgh^  that  the  Czarina  had  figned  her  acceffion,  ia 
form,  to  the  treaty  between  the  courts  of  Vienna^ 
Veriaillcs,  and  Stockholm,-    In  clofing  our  account: 
of  tiiis  year's   tranfadlions    on  the  Continent,  we 
may  ubi-  rve,  that  on  the  fixteenth  day  of  Novem- 
ber, the  queen  of  Poland  died  at  Berlin  of  an  apo- 
plexy, fuppofed  to  be  occaiioned  by  the  fhock  me 
received  on  hearing  that  the  French  were  totally 
defeated  at  Rofbach.     She  was   a  lady  of  exem- 
plary virtue  and  piety,  whofe  constitution  had  been 
broke   by   grief  and    anxiety  conceived  from  the 
di  ft  re  is  of  her  own  family,  as  well  as  from  the  mi- 
iery   to  which  fhe  faw  her  people  expofed.     With 
refpeft  to  the  European  powers-  that  were  not  ac- 
tually engaged  as  principals  in  the  war,  they  leem- 
ed  induftrioufly  to  avoid  every  ftep  that  might  be 
conilrued  a  deviation  from   the  mod  fcrupulous 
neutrality.      The   States-General  proceeded  with 
great  circumipedtion,  in  the  middle  courfe.between 
two  powerful  neighbours,  equally  jealous  and  for- 
midable -,    and  the  king  of  Spain  was  gratified  for 
his  forbearance  with  a  convention,  fettled  between 

him 
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him  and  the  belligerant  powers,   importing,  that   An.  175; 
his  fubjects  mould  purfue  their  commerce  >at  Tea 
without    mediation,    provided    th^y   fhould    not 
tranfporc  thole  articles  of  merchandize  which  were 
deemed  contraband  by  all  nations. 

•    The  operations  at  lea,  during  the  courfe  of  this   Tranfac- 
year,  either  in  Europe  or  America,  were  far  from  tions  at 
being   decifive  or  important.       The    commerce 
of  GrLjat  Britain  fuftained    confiderable   damage 
from  the  a&ivity  and  fuccefs  of  French  privateers, 
of  which  a  great  number  had  been  equipped  in  the 
iflanas  of  Martinique  and  Guadalupe.   The  Green- 
wich {hip  of  war,  mounted  with  fifty  guns,  and  a 
frigate  of  twenty,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
together  \vkh  a  very  confiderable  number  of  trad- 
ing  veflels.      On  the   other  hand,    the   Englifh. 
crullers  and  privateers  acquitted  themfelves  with 
equal  vigilance  and  valour.    The  Due  d'Aquitaine, 
a  large  (hip  of  fifty  guns,  was  taken  in  the  month 
of  June  by  two  Brhifa  fhips  of  war,  after  a  fevere 
engagement ;  and  about  the  fame  time  the  Aquir 
Ion,  of  nearly  the  fame  force,  was  driven  on  more 
and  d^ftroytd  near  Bred  by  the  Antelope,  one  of 
the  Britifh  crullers.     A  French  frigate  of  twenty- 
fix  guns,   called   the  Emeraude,  was  taken  in  the 
channel,  after  a  warm  engagement,  by  an  Englifh 
fhip  of  inferior  force,  under  the  command  of  cap- 
tain Gilchriil,  a  gallant  and  alert  officer,  who,   in 
the  fequel,  iignalized  himfelf  on  divers  occafions, 
by  very  extraordinary  acts  of  valour.     All  the  fea- 
officers  leemed  to  be  animated  v/ith  a  noble  emula- 
tion, to  diftinguifh  themfeives  in  the  fervice  of  their 
country  ;   and  the  fpirit  defcended  even  to  the  cap- 
tains of  privateers,  who,   inilead  of  imitating  the 
M  3  former 
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1757.  former  commanders  of  that  clafs,  in  avoiding  mips 
of  force,  and  centering  their  whole  attention  in 
advantageous  prizes,  now  encountered  the  armed 
fhips  of  the  enemy,  and  fought  with  the  rnoft  ob- 
ilinate  valour  in  the  purfuit  of  national  glory., 
of  Perhaps  hiftory  cannot  afford  a  more  remarkable 
th?  inilance  of  defperate  courage,  than  that  which  was 
exerted  in  December  of  the  preceding  year,  by  the 
officers  and  crew  of  an  Englifh  privateer,  called  the 
Terrible,  under  the  command  of  captain  William 
Death,  equipped  with  twenty-fix  carriage  guns, 
and  manned  with  two  hundred  failors.  On  the 
twenty-third  day  of  the  month  he  engaged,  and 
made  prize  of  a  large  French  fhip  from  St  Do- 
mingo, after  an  obflinate  battle,  in  which  he  loft  his 
own  brother  and  fixteen  feamen  :  then  he  fecured 
with  forty  men  his  prize,  which  contained  a  valua- 
ble cargo,  and  direded  his  courfe  to  England  ;  but 
in  a  few  days  he  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  in  with 
the  Vengeance,  a  privateer  of  St,  Malo,  carrying 
thirty-fix  large  cannon,  with  a  complement  of  three 
hundred  and  iixty  men.  Their  firft  flep  was  to 
attack  the  prize,  which  was  eafily  retaken  ;  then 
the  two  fhips  bore  down  upon  the  Terrible,  whofe 
main- m aft  was  (hot  away  by  the  firft  broadfide. 
Notwithstanding  this  difafter,  the  Terrible  main- 
tained fuch  a  furious  engagement  againft  both  as  can 
hardly  be  paralleled  in  the  annals  of  Britain.  The 
.French  commander  and  his  fecond  were  killed,  with 
two-thirds  of  his  company ;  but  the  gallant  captain 
Death,  with  the  greater  part  of  his  officers,  and 
almoft  his  whole  crew,  having  met  with  the  fame 
fate,  his  fhip  was  boarded  by  the  enemy,  who 
no  mere  than  twenty-fix  perfons  alive,  fix- 

tecn 
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teen  of  whom  were  mutilated  by  the  lofs  of  leg  or   An-  »757 
arm,  and  the  other  ten  grievoufly  wounded.     The 
fhip  itfelf  was  fo  (battered  that  it  could  fcarce  be 
kept  above  water,  and  the  whole  exhibited  a  icene 
of  blood,  horror,  and  defolation.     The  victor  it- 
felf lay  like  a  wreck  on  the  furface  •,   and  in  this 
condition  made  mift,  with  great  difficulty,  to  tow 
the  Terrible  into  St.  Malo,  where  me  was  not  be- 
held without  aftonimment  and  terror.    This  adven- 
ture was  no  fooner  known  in  England,  than  a  libe- 
ral fubfcription   was   railed    for    the    fupport    of 
Death's  *  widow,  and  that  part  of  the  crew  which 
furvived  the  engagement.     In  this,  and  every  lea- 
rencounter  that  happened  within  the  prefent  year, 
the  fuperiority  in  ikill  and  refolution,  was  afcertained 
to  the  Britifh  manners  :  for  even  when  they  fought 
againft  great  odds,  their  courage   was  generally 
crowned  with  fuccefs.     In   the  month  of  Novem- 
ber, captain  Lockhart,  a  young  gentleman,  who 
had  already  rendered  himielf  a  terror  to  the  enemy, 
as  commander  of  a  fmall  frigate,  now  added  conli- 
derably  to  his  reputation,  by  reducing  the  Me- 
lampe,  a  French  privateer  of  Bay  on  ne,  greatly  fu- 
perior  to  his  Ihip,  in  number  of  men  and  weight  of 
metal.     This  exploit  was  feconded  by  another  of 
the  fame  nature,  in  his  conqueft  of  another  French 
adventurer,  called  theCountefs  of  Gramont  ;  and 
a  third  large  privateer  of  Bayonne  was  taken  by 
captain  Saumarez,  commander  of  the  Antelope. 
In  a  word,  the  narrow  feas  were  fo  well  guarded, 

*  There  was  a  ftrange  com-  commanded  by  captain  Death, 

bination   of  names   belonging  whofe    lieutenant  was    called 

to  this  privateer,  the  Terrible,  Devil,  and  who  had  one  Gholl 

equipped  at  Execution-Dock,  for  his  furgeon. 

M  4  that 
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An.  1757.  that  in  a  little  time  fcarce  a  French  fhip  durft  appear 
in  the  Englifh  channel,  which  the  Britifh  traders 
navigat  d  without  moleftation. 

On  the  firil  day  of  December  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  opened  the  feffion  of  parliament  with  a 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  which  feemed  calculated 
to  prepare  the  nation  for  the  expence  of  maintain- 

.  -j-y. 

ing  a  new  war  on  the  continent  or  Europe,  riis 
ing  of  the  majefty  graciouily  declared,  That  it  would  have 
parfia-°f  &iven  nlm  a  m°ft  fenfible  pleafure  to  acquaint 
ment.  them,  at  the  opening  of  the  feffion,  that  his  fuccefs 
in  carrying  on  the  war  had  been  equal  to  the  juilice 
of  his  caufe,.  and  the  extent  and  vigour  of  the  mea- 
fures  formed  for  that  purpofe.  He  exprefied  the 
firmed  confidence,  that  the  fpirit  and  bravery  of 
the  nation,  fo  renowned  in  all  times,  which  had 
formerly  furmounted  fo  many  difficulties,  were  not 
to  be  abated  by  i  few  difappointments,  vvhich,  he 
trufted,  might  be  retrieved  by  the  bleffing  of  God, 
and  the  zeal  and  ardour  of  his  parliament  for  his 
majefty's  honour  and  the  advantage  of  their  coun- 
try. He  faid  it  was  his  determined  refolution  to 
apply  his  utmotl  efforts  for  the  fecurity  of  his 
kingdoms,  and  for  the  recovery  and  protection  of 
the  pofTefllons  and  rights  of  his  crown  and  fubjedls 
in  America,  and  elfewhere,  as  well  by  the  flrongefl 
exertion  of  his  naval  force,  as  by  all  other  methods. 
He  fignified,  that  another  great  object,  which  he 
had  at  heart,  was  the  prefervation  of  the  proteftant 
religion,  and  the  liberties  of  Europe;  and,  in  that 
view,  to  encourage  and  adhere  to  his  allies.  For 
this  caufe,  he  arTured  them,  he  would  decline  no 
inconveniences ;  and,  in  this  caufe,  he  earneftly  fol- 
licited  their  Jiearty  concurrence  and  vigorous  ail]  11- 

ance. 
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ance.     Ke.obfervcd,  that  the  late  fignal  fuccefs  in  An.  1757, 
Germany  had  given  a  happy  turn  to  affairs.,  which 
it  was.  incumbent  on  them  to  improve  ;  and  that, 
•in  luch  a  critical  conjun£bure,  the  eyes  of  all  Eu- 
rope were  upon  them.     He  particularly  recom- 
mended to  them,  that  his  good  brother  and  ally 
.the  king  of  Piufifia  might  be  fupported  in  fucha 
manner,  as  his  magnanimity  and  active  zeal  for  the 
common  caufe  appeared  to  deferve.     To  the  com- 
mons he  exprelTed  his  concern,  that  the  large  fup- 
plies  they  had  already  granted  did  not  produce  all 
the  good  fruits  they  had  reafon  to  expect-,   but  he 
had  fo  great  a  reliance  on  their  wifdom,  as  not  to 
doubt  of  their  perfevcrance.     He  only  dented  fuch 
fupplies  as  fliould  be  necefiary  for  the  public  fer- 
.vice  -,  and  told  them  they  might  depend  upon  ir, 
that  the  beft  and  moft  faithful  ceconomy  mould  be 
ufed.     He  took  notice  of  that  fpirit  of  diforder 
which  had  (hewn  itfelf  among  the  common  people, 
in  fome  parts  of  the  kingdom  :  he  laid  injunctions 
upon  them  to  ufe  their  endeavours  fordifcouraging 
and  fuppreflirig  fuch  abufrs,  and  for  maintaining 
the  laws  and  lawful  authority.     He  concluded  with 
obferving,   that  nothing  would  fo  effectually  con- 
duce to  the  defence  of  all  that  was  dear  to  the  na- 
tion, as  well  as  to  the  reducing  their  enemies  to 
reafon,  as  union  and  harmony  among  themfelves. 

The  time  was  when  every  paragraph  of  this   Remark 
harangue,  which  the  reader  will  perceive  is  not  re-   harangu 
markable  for  its  elegance  and  propriety,    would 
have  been  canvafled  and  impugned  by  the  country 
party  in  the  houfe  of  commons.    They  would  have 
imputed  the  bad  fuccefs  of  the  war  to  the  indifcre- 
tion  of  the  miniHry,  in  taking  prrpcfterous  mea- 

fures, 
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An.  1757.  fures,  and  appointing  commanders  unequal  to  the 
fervice.  They  would  have  inquired  in  what  man- 
ner the  proteftant  religion  was  endangered  •,  and, 
if  it  was,  how  it  could  be  preferved  or  promoted 
by  adhering  to  allies,  who,  without  provocation, 
had  well  nigh  ruined  the  firft  and  principal  protef- 
tant country  of  the  Empire.  They  would  have 
ilarted  doubts  with  refpect  to  the  late  fignal  fuccefs 
in  Germany ;  and  hinted,  that  it  would  only  ferve 
to  protract  the  burden  of  a  continental  war.  They 
would  have  owned,  that  the  eyes  of  all  Europe 
were  upon  them  ;  and  drawn  this  confequence, 
that  it  therefore  behoved  them  to  act  with  the 
more  delicacy  and  caution,  in  difcharge  of  the  facred 
truft  repofed  in  them  by  their  conftituents :  a  truft 
"which  their  conferences  would  not  allow  to  be  faith- 
fully difcharged,  mould  they  ruih  precipitately  into 
the  deftructive  meafures  of  a  ram  and  prodigal 
minifhy,  fquander  away  the  wealth  of  the  nation, 
and  add  to  the  grievous  incumbrances  under  which 
it  groaned,  in  fupport  of 'connexions  and  alliances 
that  were  equally  foreign  to  her  confideration,  and 
pernicious  to  her  intereft.  They  would  have  in- 
veftigated  that  canfe  which  was  fo  warmly  recom- 
mended for  fupport,  and  pretended  to  difcover 
that  it  was  a  caufe  in  which  Great  Britain  ought  to 
have  had  no  concern,  becaufe  it  produced  a  cer- 
tainty of  lots,  without  the  lead  profpect  of  advan- 
tage. They  would  have  varied  efTentially  in  their 
opinions  of  the  necefTary  fupplies,  from  the  fenti- 
ments  of  thofe  who  prepared  the  eflimates,  and 
even  declared  fome  doubts  about  the  ceconomy  to 
be  tiled  in  managing  the  national  expence  :  finally, 
they  would  have  reprefented  the  impoflibility  of 

union 
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union  between  the  two  parties,  one  of  which  feemed  An-  175* 
bent  upon  reducing  the  other  to  beggary  and  con- 
tempt. Such  was  the  ftrain  that  ufed  to  flow  from 
an  oppofition,  faid  to  confifl  of  di  (loyalty  and  dif- 
appointed  ambition.  But  that  malignant  fpirit  was 
now  happily  extinguifhed.  The  voice  of  the  f  —  n 
was  adored  as  the  oracle  of  a  divinity;  and  thofe 
happy  days  were  now  approaching,  that  faw  the 
commons  of  England  pour  their  treafures,  in  fup- 
port  of  a  German  prince,  with  fuch  a  generous 
hand,  that  pofterity  will  be  amazed  at  their  libera- 
^lity. 

To  the  fpeech  of  his  majefty  the  houfe  of  lords 
returned  an  addrefs,  in  fuch  terms  of  complacency 
as  had  long  diftinguifhed  that  illuftrious  afiembly. 
The  commons  expreffed  their  approbation  and  con- 
fidence with  equal  ardour;  and  not  one  objection 
was  made  to  the  form  or  nature  of  the  addrefs, 
though  one  gentleman,  equally  independent  in  his 
mind  and  fortune,  took  exceptions  to  fome  of  the 
meafures  which  had  been  lately  purfued. 

Their  complaifance  was  more  fubftantially  fpeci-  Supplier 
fied  in  the  refolutions  of  the  houfe,  as  foon  as  the 


y  tne 
two  great  committees  of  fupply  were  appointed,  commons. 

They  granted  for  the  fea-fervice  of  the  cnfuing 
year  fixty  thoufand  men,  including  fourteen  thou- 
fand  eight  hundred  and  forty-five  marines  ;  and 
the  (landing  army,  comprehending  four  thoufand 
invalids,  was  fixed  at  fifty  three  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  feventy-feven  effective  men,  commif- 
fion  and  non-commiflion  officers  included.  For 
the  maintenance  of  thefe  forces,  by  lea  and  land, 
the  charge  of  guards  and  garriibns  at  home  and 
abroad,  the  expence  ©f  the  ordnance,  and  in  or- 

der 
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,der  to  make  good  the  fam  which  had  been  iflued 
by  his  niajeily's  orders,  in  purfuance  of  the  addrefs 
from  the  commons,  they  now  allotted  four  mil- 
-lions  twenty -two  thouland  eight  hundred  and  feven 
-pounds  kven  millings  and  three  pence.  They 
•unanimoufly  granted,  as  a  prefent  fupply  in  the 
then  critical  exigency,  towards  enabling  his  ma- 
jelly  to  maintain  and  keep  together  the  army 
formed,  laft  year  in  his  electoral  dominions,  and 
then  again  put  in  motion,  and  actually  employed 
.againit  the  common  enemy,  in  concert  with  the 
king  of  Prufiia,  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand 
pounds:  for  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including 
half  pay  to  the  fea-officers,  they  allowed  two  hun- 
dred twenty-four  thoufand  four  hundred  twenty- 
one  pounds  five  millings  and  eight  pence  :  towards 
the  building  and  fupport  of  the  three  hofpitals  for 
feamen  at  Gofport,  Plymouth,  and  Greenwich, 
thirty  thoufand  pounds :  for  the  reduced  officers 
of  the  land-forces  and  marines,  penfions  to  the 
widows  of  officers,  and  Qther  fuch  military  contin- 
gencies, forty  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-  . 
fix  pounds  feventeen  millings  and  eleven  pence  : 
towards  building,  rebuilding,  and  repairs  of  his 
majefty's  mips  for  the  enfuing  year,  the  fum  of 
two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  :  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  two  thoufand  one  hundred  and  twenty 
horfe,  and  nine  thoufand  nine  hundred  infantry, 
together  with  the  general  and  ftaff  officers,  the 
officers  of  the  hofpital  and  the  train  of  artillery, 
.being  the  troops  of  the  landgrave  of  HefTe- Carle  1 
in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain  for  fixty  days,  together 
with  the  fubfidy  for  the  faid  time,  purfuant  to 
.treaty,  they  ailigned  thirty-eight  thouland  three 

him- 
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. 
hundred  and  fixty. pounds  nineteen  millings,  and 

(ten  pence  three  farthings.  To  the  foundling  hof- 
piral  they  gave  forty  ^thoufond  pounds,  for  the 
maintenance  and  education  of  deferred  young  chil- 
dren, as  well  as  for  the  reception  of  aH':fach  as 
fliould  be  prefented  under  a  certain,  age,  to  be 
limited  by  the  governors,  and  guardians  of  thac 
charity.  Three  hundred  thouiand  pounds  were 
given  towards  di (charging. the  debt  of  the  navy; 
and  two  hundred  eighty-tour  thoufand  ejgbt  hua- 
djed  and  two  pounds  for  making  up  the  deficiency 
of  the  grants  for  the  iervice  of  the  preceding  year* 
The  landgrave  of  Hefle-Caflel  was,  moreover,  gra* 
tified  with,  the  further  fum  of  two  hundred  and' 
.  three  thoufand  five  hundred  and  thirty-fix  pounds 
four  (hillings^  and  nine  pence  one  farrhing>  for  the 
maintenance  of  his  forces,  and  the  remainder  of  his 
fubfidy.  They  granted-  fix  hundred  and  feventy 
thoufand  pounds  for  enabling  his  majefty  to  make 
good  his  engagements  with  the  king  of  Prufiia, 
purfuant  to  a  convention  lately  concluded  witb that 
potentate.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  thirty* 
eight  thoufand  men  of  die  troops  of  Hanover, 
Wolfenbuttle,  Saxe-Gotha,  and  the  count  of  Buckr 
bourg,  together  with  that  of  general  and  ftafiy 
officers,  aclually  employed  againft  the  common 
enemy,  in  concert  with  the  king  of  Pruflia,  from 
the  twenty-eighth  day  of  November  in  the  laft,  to 
the  twenty-fourth  of  December  in  the  prefent  year 
inclufive,  to  be  ififued  in  advance  every  two 
months,  they  allotted  the  fum  of  four  hundred  and 
fixty-three  thoufand  eighty-four  pounds  fix  (hil- 
lings and  ten  pence-,  and  furthermore  they  granted 
three  hundred  eighty-fix" -thoufand  nine- hundred 

ard 


190          HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

An.  175$.  and  fifteen  pounds  thirteen  fliillings  and  two  pence, 
to  defray  the  charges  of -forage,  bread- waggons, 
train  of  artillery,  provifions,  wood,  ftraw,  and  all 
other  extraordinary  expences,  contingencies,  and 
lofifes  whatfoever  incurred,  or  to  be  incurred,  on 
account  of  his  majefty's  army,  confiding  of  thirty- 
eight  thoufand  men,  actually  employed  againft  the 
common  enemy,  in  concert  with  the  king  of  Pruf- 
fia,  from  November  laft  to  next  December  inclu- 
five.  For  the  extraordinary  expences  of  the  land- 
forces,  and  other  fervices,  incurred  in  the  courie  of 
the  laft  year,  and  not  provided  for  by  parliament, 
they  allowed  one  hundred  forty  five  thoufand  four 
hundred  fifty-four  pounds  fifteen  millings  and  one 
farthing.  They  provided  eight  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  to  enable  his  majefty  to  defray  the  like 
fum  raifed  in  purfuance  of  an  act  made  in  the  laft 
feflion  of  parliament,  and  charged  upon  the  firft 
aids  and  fupplies  to  be  granted  in  the  current  icf- 
iion.  Twenty-fix  thoufand  pounds  were  beftowed 
on  the  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea-hofpital ;  above 
twenty  thoufand  for  the  expence  of  maintaining 
the  colonies  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Georgia  :  for  re- 
imburfing  to  the  province  of  Mafiachufet's  Bay, 
and  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  their  expence  in 
furniming  provifions  and  (lores  to  the  troops  raifed 
by  them,  for  his  majefty's  fervice,  in  the  campaign 
of  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty- 
jix,  the  fum  of  forty-one  thoufand  one  hundred  fe- 
venteenpounds  feventeen  fhillingsandfixpence  half- 
penny :  to  be  applied  towards  the  rebuilding  of  Lon- 
don-bridge, carrying  on  the  works  for  fortifying  and 
fecuring  the  harbour  of  Milford,  and  repairing  the 
parifh-chitrch  of  St.  Margaret  in  Weftminfter,  they. 

ai- 
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allotted  twenty-nine  thoufand  pounds.  TheEaft-  An*i758 
.India  company  were  indulged  with  twenty  tlioufand 
pounds  upon  account,  towards  enabling  them  to 
defray  the  expence  of  a  military  force  in  their  fet- 
tlements,  to  be  maintained  by  them  in  lieu  of  the 
battalion  of  his  majefty's  forces  withdrawn  from, 
thofe  fettlements  :  the  fum  of  ten  thoufand  pounds 
was  given  as  nfual,  for  maintaining  and  fupporting 
die  Britifh  forts  and  fcttlernents  ou  the  coaft  of 
Africa  ;  and  eleven  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
fifty,  were  granted  as  an  augmentation  to  the  fala- 
ries  of  the  judges  in  the  fuperior  courts  of  judica- 
ture. They  likewife  provided  one  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds,  for  defraying  the  charge  of  pay  and 
cloathing  to  the  militia-,  and  advanced  eight  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  to  enable  his  majefly  to  defray  any 
extraordinary  expences  of  the  war,  incurred,  or  to 
be  incurred  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year  *  and 
to  take  all  iuch  meafures  as  might  be  necefiary  to 
difappoint,  or  defeat,  any  enterprizes  or  defigns  of 
his  enemies,  as  the  exigency  of  affairs  might  re- 
quire. The  whole  fupplies  of  this  feffion  amounted  ; 
to  the  enormous  fum  of  ten  millions,  four  hundred 
eighty-fix  thoufand  four  hundred  fifty  feven  pounds 
and  one  penny. 

Nothing  could  fo  plainly  demonftrate  the  impli-  OMerva- 
cit  confidence whichthe  parliament,  at  this  jundture,   1:.10I1S  °* 
repoied  in  the  fovereign  and  the  miniftry,  as  their  grants. 
conduct  in  granting  fuch  liberal  fupplies,   great 
part  of  which  were  bellowed  in  favour  of  our  Ger- 
man allies,  whom  the  Britifh  nation  thus  generoufly 
payed  for  fighting  their  own  battles.     Befidtrs  the 
fum  of  one  million,  eight  hundred  fixty-one  thou- 
fend,  eight  hundred  ninety-feven  pounds,  four  {hil- 
lings 
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"1758,  lings  and  eigftt- pence,  exprefly  affigned  for  the  fup- 
port  of  thefe  coritinental  connexions,  a  fum  confi- 
dertfbly'  exceeding  the  whole  of  the-  revenue  raifed 
in  the  reign  of  the  fecond  Charles,  and  what  part 
of  the  Turn  granted  to  the  king  for  extraordinary 
expences,  might  be  applied  to  the1  farrie  life,  the 
article  might  not  improperly  be'  fwelled  with  the 
vaft  expence  incurred  by  expeditions  to  the  coafb 
.  of  France,  the  chief,  if  not  fole  defign  of  which 
feemed  to  be  a  diverfion  in  favour  of  the  nation's 
aWies  in  Germany,  by  preventing  France  from 
fending  fuch-rumerous  armies  into  that  country, 
asit  could  hav^  fpared,  had  not  its  fea-coafts  required 
a  confiderable  body  of  forces  for  its  defence  againil 
\  the  attempts  of  the  Engiifh.  Indeed,  the  parti- 

\  fans  of  the  m y  were  at  great  pains  to  fug- 

:  geft  and  inculcate  a  belief,  that  the  war  in  Ger- 
.  many  was   chiefly  fupported  as  a  necefTary  diver- 
fion in  favour  of  Great  Britain  and  her  plantations, 
I  which  would  have  been  expofed  to  infult  and  inva- 
fion,  had  not  the  enemy's  forces  been  otherwife 
employed.    But  the  abfurdity  of  this  notion  will 
at  once  appear  to  thofe  who  confider,  that  by  this 
time  Great  Britain  was  ible  miftrefs  of  the  fra  •,  that 
/the  navy  of  France  was  almofl  ruined,  and  her 
/commerce  on   the  ocean  quite  extinguifhed ;  that 
ftie  could  n6t,  with  the  leaft  profpe6l  of  fuccefs, 
hazard  any  expedition  of  confequtjnce  againfl Great 
Britain,  or  any  partof  her  dominions,  while  the  ocean 
was  covered  with  fuch  powerful'  navies  belonging 
to  that  nation  ;  and  that  if  one  third  part  of  the 
money,  annually  ingulphed  in  the  German  vorrex, 
had  been  employed  in  augmenting  the  naval'forces 
of  England,  and  thofe  forces  properly  exerted,  not 
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a  Tingle  cruifer  woujd  have  been  able  to  ftir  fromj  **•  17^< 
the  harbours  of  France  ;  all  her  colonies  in  the 
Weft-Indies  would  have  fallen  an  eafy  prey  to  the( 
arms  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  thus  cut  off  from  the| 
refources  of  commerce,  file  muft  have  been  con-! 
tent  to  embrace  fuch  terms  of  peace  as  the  victor \ 
mould  have  thought  proper  to  prefcribe. 

The  funds  eftablimed  by  the  committee  of  ways  funds  for 
and  means*  in  order  to  realize  thole  articles  of  fup-  raifmgthe 
ply,  confided  of  the   malt-tax,    the  land-tax   at    uPPlies- 
four  {hillings  in  the  pound,  fums  remaining  in  the 
exchequer  produced  from  the  finking  fund,  four 
millions  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  be  raifed 
by  annuities,  at  three  pounds   ten   (hillings  per- 
cent, per  arm.  and  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
by  a  lottery,  attended  with  annuities  redeemable 
by  parliament,  after  the  rate  of  three  pounds  per 
cent,  per  ann.  thefe  feveral  annuities  to  be  transfer- x 
able  at  the  bank  of  England,  and  charged  upon  a 
fund   to  be   eftablifhed  in  this  feffion  of  parlia- 
ment for  payment  thereof,  and  for  which  the  fink- 
ing fund  mould  be  a  collateral  fecurity  *;  one  mil- 
lion 
.  . , ....... 

*  It  was  enafted,  That  eve-  three  pounds  percent,  to  com- 

ry  perfon  fubfcribing  for  five  mence  from  the  firft  day  of  Ja- 

hundred  pounds,  fhould  be  to-  nuary,  in  the  year  one  thoii- 

titled  to  four  hundred  and  fifty  fond  feveti  hundred  and  fifty- 

in  annul  ties,  and  fifty  pounds  in  nine;  and  that  the  fum  of  four 

lottery  tickets,andfo  in  proper-  millions  five  hundred  thou- 

tion  for  a  greater  or  lefler  fum;  fand  pounds,  to  be  raifed  by 

that  the  lottery  ftiould  confiit  annuities,  fhould  bear  an  in- 

of  tickets  of  the  value  of  ten  tereft  after  the  rate  of  three 

pounds  each,  in  a  proportion  pounds  ten  ihillings  per  cent, 

not  exceeding  eight  blanks  to  from  the  fifth  day  of  July  in 

a  prize;  the  blanks  to  be  of  the  prefent  year,  which  annu- 

the  value  of  fix  pounds  each  ;  ities  fhould  ftand  reduced  to 

the  blanks  and  prizes  to  bear  three  pounds  per  cent,  after 

«n  intereft  after  the  rate  of  the  expiration  of  twenty  four 

NUMB.  XV.  N                    years, 
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An.  1758.  lion  fix  hundred  and  fix  thoufand  and  feventy-fix 
pounds,  five  (hillings,  one  penny  one  farthing,  if- 
fued  and  applied  out  of  fuch  monies  as  mould,  or 
might  arife  from  the  furplu fifes,  exceffes,;  and  other 
revenues  compofing  the  finking  fund  j  a  tax  of 
one  milling  in  the  pound  to  be  annually  paid  from 
all  falaries,  fees,  and  perquifites  of  offices  and  em- 
ployments in  Great  Britain,  and  from  all  penfions 
and  other  gratuities  payable  out  of  any  revenues  be- 
longing to  his  majefty  in  GreatBritain,  exceeding  the 
yearly  value  of  one  hundred  pounds ;,  an  impofi- 
tion  of  one  milling  annually  upon  every  dwelling- 
houfe  inhabited  within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, over  and  above  all  other  duties  already  charge- 
able upon  them,  to  commence  from  the  fifth  day 
of  April  i  an  additional  tax  of  fix-pence  yearly 
.  for  every  window  or  light  in  every  dwelling-houfe 
inhabited  in  Britain,  which  mail  contain  fifteen 

years,  and  afterwards  be  re-  time  to  fuch  fervrces  as  fhould 
deem  able  in  the  whole,  or  in  then  have  been  voted  by  the 
part,  by  fums  not  lefs  than  five  houfe  of  commons  in  this  fef- 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  at  fion  of  parliament,  and  not 
one  time,  fix  months  notice  other  wife :  that  any  fubfcriber 
having  been  firft  given  of  fuch  paying  the  whole,  or  any  part 
payments  reipe&ively  ;  that  of  his  fubfcription  previous  to 
any  fubfcriber  might,  on  or  the  days  appointed  for  the  ref- 
1  fcefore  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  pe&ive  payments,  fhould  be 
April,  make  a  depofit  of  ten  allowed  a  difcount,  at  the  rate 
pounds  per  cent,  on  fuch  fums  as  of  three  per  cent,  from  the 
hefhouldchoofetofubfcribeto-  days  of  fuch  refpec~live  pay- 
wards  raifingthefefive  millions,  ments  to  the  refpeclive  times, 
with  the  cafhiers  of  the  bank,  on  which  fuch  payments  were 
as  a  fecurity  for  his-future  pay-  directed  to  be  made  ;  and  that 
ments  on  the  days  appointed  all  perfons  who  fhould  make 
for  that  purpofe :  that  the  fa-  their  full  payments  on  the  faid 
veral  fums  fo  received  by  the  lottery,  fhould  receive  their 
cafhiers,  fhould  be  payed  into  tickets  as  foon  as  they  could 
the  receipt  of  the  exchequer,  be  conveniently  made  out. 
to  be  applied  from  time  to 

windows 
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Windows  or  upwards;  a  continuation  of  certain  An.  1758, 
acts  near  expiring,  with  refpedl  to  the  duties  pay- 
able on  foreign  fail-cloth  imported  into  Great  Bri- 
tain i  the  exportation  of  Britifh  gunpowder  ;  the 
fecuring  and  encouraging  the  trade  of  his  majefty's 
fugar  colonies  in  America,  and  the  impowering  the 
importers  and  proprietors  of  fpirits  from  the  Britifh 
fugar  plantations,  to  land  them  before  payment  of 
the  duties  of  excife,  and  to  lodge  them  in  ware- 
houfes  at  their  own  expence ;  an  annual  tax  of 
forty  millings  for  a  licence  to  be  taken  out  by 
every  perfon  trading  in,  felling  or  vending  gold  or 
filver  plate,  in  lieu  of  the  duty  of  fix- pence  per 
ounce  on  all  filver  plate,  made  or  wrought,  or  which 
ought  to  be  touched,  afTayed,  or  marked  in  this 
kingdom,  which  duty  now  ceafed  and  determined; 
a  cefTation  of  all  drawbacks  payable  on  the  expor- 
tation of  filver  plate  ;  a  law  prohibiting  all  perfons 
from  felling  by  retail,  any  fweets  or  made  wines, 
without  firit  having  procured  a  licence  for  that 
purpofe  i  and  a  loan,  by  exchequer- bills,  for  eight 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  to  be  charged  on  the 
firft  aids  to  be  granted  in  the  next  feflion  of  par- 
liament. Thefe  provifions  amounted  to  the  fum  of 
eleven  millions  feventy-nine  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  twenty- two  pounds,  fix  millings  and  ten- 
pence,  exceeding  the  grants  in  the  fum  of  five 
hundred  ninety-three  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
fixty  five  pounds,  fix  fhillings  and  nine-pence-, 
fo  that  the  nation  had  reafon  to  hope,  that  this 
furplus  of  above  half  a  million  would  prevent  any 
demand  for  deficiencies  in  the  next  feflion.  By  thefe 

copious  grants  of  an  h — fe  of  c ,  whole 

complaifance  knew,  no  bounds*   the  national  debt 
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was,  at  this  juncture,  fwelled  to  the  afton'dhing 
funi  of  eighty-fevcn  millions  three  hundred  fixty- 
feven  thoufand  two  hundred  and  ten  pounds,  nine- 
teen (hillings  and  ten-pence  farthing ;  a  load  that 
would  have  crufhed  the  national  credit  of  any  other 
Hate  in  chriftendom. 

The  liberality  of  the  p — - — t  was  like  the  rock 
in  the  wildernefs,  which  fiowtd  with  the  welcome 
ilream  when  touched  by  the  rod  of  Mofes.     The 
prefent  fupply  which  the  commons  granted  for  the 
fubfiftence  of  the  Hanoverian  army,  was,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  a'  meffage  from  his  majefly,  communi- 
cated ro  the  houfe  by  Mr.  fecretary  Pitt,  importing, 
That  the  king  had  ordered  his  electoral  army  to  be 
put  again    into  motion,   that   it   might   act  with 
vigour  againil  the  common  enemy,  in  concert  with 
his  good  brother  and  ally  the  king  of  Pruflia  ;  that 
the  exhaufted  and  ruined  ftate  of  the  electorate,, 
having   rendered   it  incapable  of  maintaining  that 
army,  until  the  further  neceflary   charge  thereof, 
as  well  as  the  more  particular  meafures  then  con- 
certing for  the  effectual  lupport  of  his  Prufiian  ma- 
jefty,   could  be  laid  before  the  houfe,  the  king  re- 
lying on  the  conftant  zeal  of  his  faithful  commons, 
for  the  fupport  of  the  proteflant  religion,   and  of 
the  liberties  of  Europe,  againlt  the  dangerous  de- 
figns  of  France  and  her  confederates,  found  hin> 
felf,  in  the  mean  time,  under  the  ablblute  necefiity 
of  recommending  to  the  houfe  the  fpeedy  confide  - 
ration  of  fuch  a  prefent  fupply,  as  might  enable  his 
majefty,  in  this  critical  conjuncture,  to  fubfift  and 
keep  together  the  faid  army.     This  addrefs  was  no 
fooner  retired  by  this  fpeaker,    than  it  was  unani- 
niuufiy  rcurrcJ  to  the  committee  of  fupply,  who 

gratified 
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gratified  his  majefly's  wifh  with  an  immediate  refo-  A"-  '75 8- 
lution;  and,  confidering  their  generous  difpofition, 
doubtltfs  the  lame  compliance  would  have  appear- 
ed, even  though  no  mention  had  been  made  of 
the  proteitant  religion,  which,  to  men  of  ordinary- 
penetration,  appeared  to  have  no  natural  concern 
in  die  prefent  difpute  between  the  btlligerantpow-  j 
crs,  although  former  miniilers  had  often  violently 
introduced  it  into  mefiages  and  fpeeches  from  the 
throne,  in  order  to  dazzle  the  eyes  of  the  popu- 
lace, even  while  they  infulted  the  underftanding  of 
thofe  who  were  capable  of  exercifing  their  own 
reafon. 

This  pretext  was  worn  fo  threadbare,  that,  \ 
among  the  fenfible  part  of  mankind,  it  could  no  : 
longer  be  ufed  without  incurring  contempt  and 
ridicule.  In  order  to  perfuade  mankind  that  the  pro-  • 
teftant  religion  was  in  danger,  it  would  have  been 
neceffary  to  fpecify  the  defigns  that  were  formed 
againft  it,  as  well  as  the  natwre  of  the  confpiracy, 
and  to  defcend  to  particulars,  properly  authenti- 
cated. In  that  cafe,  great  part  of  Europe  would 
have  been  juftly  alarmed.  The  States  General  of 
the  United  Provinces,  who  have  made  fuch  glo- 
rious and  indefatigable  efforts  in  fupport  of  the 
proteftant  religion,  would  furely  have  lent  an  help- 
ing hand  towards  its  prefervation.  The  Danes 
would  not  have  ftood  tamely  neutral,  and  feen  the 
religion  they  profefs  expoied  to  the  rage  of  fuch  a 
powerful  confederacy.  It  is  not  to  be  imagined 
that  the  Swedes,  who  have  fo  zealoufly  maintained 
the  purity  of  the  proteftant  faith,  would  now  join 
an  aiTociauon  whofe  aim  was  the  ruin  of  that  reli- 
N  3  gion. 
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An.  1758.  gion.  It  is  not  credible,  that  even  the  Hun  gar 
rians,  who  pfofefs  the  fame  faith,  and  other  pro- 
teftant  Hates  of  the  Empire,  would  enter  fo  hearti- 
ly into  the  interefts  of  thofe  who  were  bent  upon 
its  deftruction ;  or  that  the  Ruffians  would  contri- 
bute to  the  aggrandizement  of  the  catholic  faith 
and  difcipline,  fo  oppofite  to  that  of  the  Greek 
I  church,  which  they  efpoufe.  As,  therefore,  no 
particular  of  fuch  a  defign  was  explained,  no  aft  of 
oppre/Iion  towards  any  proteftant  ftate  or  fociety 
pointed  out,  except  thofe  that  were  exercifed  by 
the  proteftants  themfelves;  and  as  the  court  of 
Vienna  repeatedly  difavowed  any  fuch  defign,  in 
the  moil  folemn  manner,  the  unprejudiced  part  of 
mankind  will  be  apt  to  conclude,  that  the  cry  of 
religion  was  ufed,  as  in  former  times,  to  aroufe, 
alarm,  and  inflame  :  nor  did  the  artifice  prove  al- 
together unfuccefsful.  Notwithftanding  the  ge- 
neral hike -warmth  of  the  age  in  matters  of  religion, 
it  produced  confiderable  effect  among  the  fanatic 
fectaries  that  fwarm  through  the  kingdom  of  Eng- 
land. The  leaders  of  thofe  blind  enthufiafts,  either 
actuated  by  the  fpirit  of  delufion,  or  defirous  of  re- 
commending themfelves  to  the  protection  of  the 
higher  powers,  immediately  feized  the  hint,  expa- 
tiating vehemently  on  the  danger  that  impended 
over  God's  people ;  and  exerting  all  their  faculties 
to  imprefs  the  belief  of  a  religious  war,  which 
never  fails  to  exafperate  and  impel  the  minds  of 
men  to  fuch  deeds  of  cruelty  and  revenge  as  muft 
difcredit  all  religion,  and  even  difgrace  humanity. 

The  fignal  truft  and  confidence  which  the  par- 
liament of  England  repofed  in  the  king,  at  this 
juncture,  was  in  nothing  more  confpicuous  than  in 
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'leaving  to  the  crown  the  unlimited  application  of 
the  (urn  granted  for  augmenting  the  falaries  of  the 
judges.  In  the  reign  of  king  William,  when  the 
a<5t  of  lettlement  was  pafTed,  the  parliament,  jealous 
of  the  influence  which  the  crown  might  acquire 
over  the  judges,  provided,  by  an  exprefs  claufeof 
that  aft,  that  the  commiflions  of  the  judges  mould 
lubfift  qtiam  diu  fe  bene  gefTerint,  and  that  their 
Salaries  fhould  be  eftablimed :  but  now  we  find  a 
fum  of  money  granted  for  the  augmentation  of 
their  falaries,  and  the  crown  veiled  with  a  difcre- 
tionary  power  to  proportion  and  apply  this  aug- 
mentation :  a  ftretch  of  complaifance,  which,  how 
fafe  foever  it  may  appear  during  the  reign  of  a 
'prince  famed  for  integrity  and  moderation,  will 
perhaps  one  day  be  confidered  as  a  very  dangerous 
acceffion  to  the  prerogative. 

So  fully  perfuaded  were  the  m — y  that  the 
commons  would  chearfully  enable  them  to  pay 
what  fubfidies  they  might  promiie  to  their  German 
allies,  that  on  the  eleventh  of  April  they  concluded 
a  new  treaty  or  convention  with  his  Pruffian  ma- 
jelty,  which,  .that  it  might  have  the  firmer  con- 
fidence, and  the  greater  authority,  was,  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain,  tranfa&ed  and  figned  by  almoft 
all  the  privy  counfellors  who  had  any  fhare  in  the 
adminiitration  *.  This  treaty,  which  was  figned; 

at 
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Confi- 
dence re- 
poled  in 
his  m — y, 
with  re- 
fpeft  to 
the  fala- 
ries of  the 
judges. 


Second 
treaty  or 
conven- 
tion with 
the  king 
of  Pruflia. 


•  Thefe  were,  Sir  Robert 
Henley,  lord  keeper  of  the 
great  leal ;  John  earl  Gran- 
ville,  prefident  of  the  council ; 
Thomas  Holies  duke  of  Ne\v- 
rcaftle,  firll  commiflioner  of  the 
treafury  ;  Robert  earl  of  Hoi- 


dernefs,  one  of  the  principal 
fecretaries  of  ftate;  Philip  earl 
of  Hardwicke ;  and  William 
Pitt,  Efq;  another  of  the  prin- 
cipal fecretaries  of  ftate.  In 
the  name  and  on  the  part  of 
his  Pruflian  majeiiy,  the  Sieurs 
N  4  Dad» 
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An.  1758.  at  'Wcftminfter,  imported,   That  the  contracting 
powers  having  mutually  refolved  to  continue  their 
efforts  for   their  reciprocal  defence  and  fecurity, 
for  the  recovery  of  their  pofieflions,  the  protection 
of  their  allies,  and  the  fupport  of  the  liberties  of 
the  Germanic  body;    his  Britannic  majefly  had, 
from  thefe  confiderations,   determined  to  grant  to 
his  Pruffian  majefty  an  immediate  fuccour  in  mo- 
ney, as  being  the  moft  ready  and  the  moil  effica- 
cious :  and  their  majefties  having  judged  it  proper, 
that  thereupon  a  convention  mould  be  made,  for 
declaring  and   fixing   their  intentions   upon  this 
head,  they  had  nominated  and  authorized  their  re- 
fpeclive  minifters,  who,    after   having   communi- 
cated their  full  powers  t?s>  one  another,  agreed  to 
the  following  ftipulations.     The  .king  of  Great  Bri- 
tain engaged  to  pay  in  the  city  of  London,  to  fuch 
perfon  as.fhbtild  be  authorized  to  receive  it  by  his 
Pruffian  majeily,   the  furri  of  four  millions  of  Ger- 
man crowns,  amounting  to  fix  hundred  and  feventy 
thoufand  pounds  fterling,  to  be  payed  at  once,  and 
in  one  whole  fum,  immediately  after  the  exchange 
of  ratifications,  upon  being  demanded  by  his  Pruf- 
fian majefly.     This  prince,   on  his  part,    obliged 
himfelr"  to  apply  that  fum  to  the  maintaining  and 
,          augmenting  his  forces,  which  mould  act  in  the  beft 
manner  for  the  good  of  the  common  caufe,  and 
for  the  purpofe  of  reciprocal  defence,   and  mutual 
fecurity,   propofed  by  their  faid  majefties. '   More- 
over,  the  -high  contracting  parties  engaged  not  to 
conclude  any  treaty  of  peace,  truce,  or  neutrality, 

Dado  Her. ry,  baron  of  Knyp-  tentiary  at  the  court  of  Lon- 
haufen,  'hi  3  privy  counfellor  of  don;  and  Lewis  Michel,  His 
ambaffy,  and  miniiler  plenipo-  refident,  and  charge  d'aifaires. 

nor 
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jior  any  other  fort  of  convention  or  agreement,  An.  1758. 
with  the  powers  engaged  in  the  prefent  war,  but 
in  concert  and  by  mutual  agreement,  wherein 
both  mould  be' nominally  comprehended.  Finally, 
it  was  ftipulated,  that  this  convention  mould  be 
ratified,  and  the  ratifications  exchanged  on  both 
fuies,  within  the  term  of  fix  weeks,  to  be  com- 
puted from  the  day  of  figning  this  prefent  conven- 
tion, or  fooner,  if  pofiible. 

At  this  juncture,  in  all  probability,  the  m y 

of  England  imagined,  that  the  war  might  be  ter- 
minated in  one  campaign,  by  a  vigorous  exertion 
of  the  united  powers  of  the  contracting  parties, 
whole  hands  were  ftrengthened  accordingly;  b'ut 
thefe  fanguine  hopes  were  not  accomplimed :  the 
war  continued  to  rage,  and  Great  Britain  to.  re- 
double her  efforts  on  the  continent ;  and,  mould 
ihe  adhere  to  the  letter  of  this  treaty,  the  war  may 
be  protracted  in  Germany  until  the  people  of  Eng- 
land mail  be  tired  of  giving  fubfidies  for  its  fup- 
port. 

All  the  refolutions  to  which  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  agreed,  were  executed  by  bills,  or 
claufes  in  bills,  which  afterwards  received  the  royal 
fanflion.     The  militia  ilill  continued  to  be  an  ob- 
ject of  parliamentary  care  and  'attention:  but  the 
inftitution  was  not  yet  heartily  embraced,  becaufc 
feemingly  difcountenanced  by  the  remnant  of  the 
old  miniilry,  which  ftill  maintained  a  capital  place 
in  the  late  coalition,  and  indeed  almoft  wholly  iri- 
groiTed  the  distribution  of  pen  (ions   and  places. 
The  commons  having  prefented  an  addrefs  to  his  Bill  in  fa- 
majeity,  with  refpect  to  the  harbour  of  Milford-   vn.ur  of 
Jiaven,  a  book  of  plans  and  eftimates  for  fortifying  ha!ve™ 
3  that 
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An.  1758.  that  harbour  was  laid  before  the  houfe,  and  a  com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  the  particulars.  They 
were  of  opinion,  that  the  mouth  of  the  harbour 
was  too  wide  to  admit  of  any  fortification,  or  ef- 
fectual defence  5  but  that  the  pafTage  called  Nai- 
land-point,   lying  higher  than  Hubberflone-road, 
might  be  fortified,  fo  as  to  afford  fafe  riding  and 
protection  to  the  trade  and  navy  of  Great  Britain  : 
that,  if  it  fhould  be  thought  proper  hereafter  to 
eftablifli  a  yard  and  dock  for  building  and  equip- 
ping fleets  at  Milford,   no  place  could,  from  the 
fituation,  nature,  fail,   and  a  general  concurrence 
of  all  necefiary  local  circumflances,  be  more  fitted 
for  fuch  a  defign  :  that  if  proper  ufe  were  made  of 
this  valuable  though  long  neglected  harbour,  the 
diftrefsful  delays,  too  often  ernbarrafling  and  difap- 
pointing  the  nation  in  her  naval  operations,  might 
be  in  a  great  meafure  happily  removed,  to  the  infi- 
nite relief  and  enlargement  of  the  kingdom  in  the 
means  of  improving  its  naval  force ;  the  neceflary 
progrefs  and  free  execution  of  which  was  now  fo 
unhappily  and  frequently  reftrained  and  fruftrated, 
by  the  want  of  an  harbour  like  that  of  Milford- 
haven,  framed  by  nature  with  fuch  local  advan- 
tages.    This  report  appeared  to  be  fo  well  fup- 
ported  by  evidence,  that  a  bill  was  framed  and 
pafied  into   an   act,    for  granting   ten   thoufand 
pounds  towards  carrying  on  the  works  for  fortify- 
ing and  fecuring  the  harbour  of  Milford,  in  the 
county  of  Pembroke. 

Other  laws  of  national  confequence  were  en- 
acted, in  the  courfe  of  this  feflion,  with  little  or  no 
oppofition.     On  the  very  firft  day  of  their  fitting, 
the  commons  received  a  petition  of  the  mayor, 
4  ma* 
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rnagiftrates,  merchants,  and  inhabitants  of  Liver-  An»  '7$*» 
pool,  complaining  of  the  high  price  of  wheat,  and  Regula- 

v  •  rr          t  1  ur          u-     tions  with 

other  gram  •,  expremng  their  apprehennon  that  it  refpea  to 
would  continue  to  rife,  unlefs  the  time  for  the  im-  com, 
portation  of  foreign  corn,  duty  free,  fhould  be 
prolonged,  or  fome  other  falutary  meafure  taken 
by  parliament,  to  prevent  dealers  from  engrofling 
corn  •,  fubmitting  to  the  wifdom  of  the  houfe,  a 
total  prohibition  of  diftilling  and  exporting  grain, 
while  the  high  price  fliould  continue ;  praying 
they  would  take  the  premifes  into  confideration, 
and  grant  a  feafonable  relief  to  the  petitioners,  by 
a  continuance  of  a  free  importation,  and  taking 
fuch  other  effectual  means  to  reduce  the  growing 
price  of  corn,  as  to  them  mould  feem  neceflary  and 
expedient.  This  being  an  urgent  cafe,  that  equal- 
ly interefted  the  humanity  of  the  legiflature  and 
the  manufactures  of  the  kingdom,  it  was  delibe- 
rated upon,  and  difcufTed  with  remarkable  difpatch. 
In  a  few  days  a  bill  was  prepared,  patted  through  :  ,-  • 
both  houfes,  and  enacted  into  a  law,  continuing 
till  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  December,  in  the 
prefent  year,  the  three  acts  of  lad  feflion ;  for  pro- 
hibiting the  exportation  of  corn  •,  for  prohibiting 
the  diftillation  of  fpirits  •,  and  for  allowing  the  im- 
portation of  corn  duty  free.  A  fecond  Jaw  was 
eftablifhed,  regulating  the  price  and  affize  of 
bread,  and  fubjecting  to  fevere  penalties  thofe  who 
fhould  be  concerned  in  its  adulteration.  In  confe- 
quence  of  certain  refolutions,  taken  in  a  committee 
of  the  whole  houfe,  a  bill  was  prefented  for  prohi- 
biting the  payment  of  the  bounty  upon  the  ex- 
portation of  corn,  unlefs  fold  at  a  lower  price  than 
js  allowed  in  an  aft  pafled  in  the  firft  year  of  the 

reign 
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An.  1758.  reign  of  William  and  Mary:  but  this  bill,  after 
having  been  read  a  fecond  time,  and  committed, 
was  neglected,  and  proved  abortive.  Certain  it  is, 
that  as  the  prefervation  and  extenfion  of  manufac- 
tures depend  in  a  great  meaiure  upon  the  mode- 
rate price  of  bread,  which  enables  the  labourer  to 
work  for  low  wages,  and  his  mailer  to  fell  his  com- 
modity as  cheap  as  it  can  be  afforded  by  the  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers  of  other  countries,  it  is 
a  flagrant  abfurdity  to  grant  a  bounty  on  the  ex- 
portation of  corn,  when  the  price  is  not  as  low  at 
home  as  abroad  \  but  it  is  frill  more  abfurd  to  grant 
fuch  a  large  bounty  as  may  enable  the  exporter  to 
fell  it  for  a  fmaller  price  to  foreigners,  and  rivals 
in  commerce,  than  the  Britim  manufacturer  is 
obliged  to  pay  for  it  at  home:  and  this  will  always 
be  the  cafe,  when  the  bounty  exceeds  the  charge 
and  rifque  of  exportation. 

Bill  for  In  confequence  of  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Green- 
raiment"  v^e'  *  humane  bill  was  prepared  and  brought  in 
ixf  fca-  for  the  encouragement  of  feamen  employed  in  the 
men.  royal  navy,  eflablifhing  a  regular  method  for  the 
punctual,  frequent,  and  certain  payment  of  their 
wages ;  enabling  them  more  eafily  and  readily  to 
remit  money  for  the  fupport  of  their  wives  and  fa- 
milies, and  preventing  frauds  and  abufes  attend- 
ing fuch  payments.  This  bill,  having  parTed  the 
lower  houfe,  engaged,  in  a  very  particular  manner, 
the  attention  of  the  lords,  who,  by  divers  mef- 
fages  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  defired  the  at- 
tendance of  feveral  members.  1'hefe  mefTages 
being  taken  into  confideration,  feveral  precedents 
were  recited-,  a  debate  arofe  about  their  formality, 
and  the  houfe  unanimoufly  refolved,  that  a  mefTage 

mould 
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fliould  be  Tent  to  the  lords,  acquainting  them,  that  Ai»«  17 
the  honfe  of  commons,  not  being  fufficiently  in- 
formed by  their  meflages  upon  what  grounds,  of 
for  what  purpoles,  their  lordfliips  defired  the  houfe 
would  give  leave  to  fuch  of  their  members,  as  were 
named  in  the  faid  mefiages,  to  attend  the  houfe  of 
lords,  in  order  to  be  examined  upon  the  fecond 
reading  of  the  bill  -,  the  commons  hoped  their  lord- 
mips  would  make  them  acquainted  with  their  in-  , 
tention.  The  lords,  in  anfwer  to  this  intimation, 
gave  the  commons  to  underftand,  that  they  defired 
the  attendance  of  the  members  mentioned  in  their 
mefiages,.  that  they  might  be  examined  as  witnefits 
upon  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill.  This  expla-* . 
nation  being  deemed  fatisfactory,  the  members  at- 
tended the  houfe  of  tords,  where  they  were  care- 
fully and  fully  examined,  as  perfons  converfant  in 
fea-affairs,  touching  the  inconveniences  which  had 
formerly  attended  the  fea-fervice,  as  well  as  the 
remedies  now  propofed  ;  and  the  bill  having  patted 
through  their  houfe,  though  not  without  warm'  op- 
pofition,  was  enacted  Into  a  law,  by  his  majefty's 
afltnt.  How  defective  and  imperfect  foever  this 
act  may  appear  to  thofe,  who  have  accurately  and 
maturely  confidered  the  fubject,  it  certainly  flowed 
from  a  principle  of  juftice  and  humanity  ;  and  the 
falutary  effects  of  it  foon  appeared,  in  considerable 
fums  of  money  which  even  the  common  feamen 
remitted  to  their  poor  families,  in  different  parts  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

The  militia-act,  as  it  pafied  in  the  laft  fefiiorf,  Aft  for 
being  found  upon  trial  defective,  Mr.  Townfhend  f xPIajn 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  new  bill  to  explain,  'militia! 
amend,  and  enforce  it :  this  was  accordingly  at-  aft. 

lowed, 
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An- 1758»  lowed,  prepared,  and  pafTed  into  a  law ;  though  it 
does  not  feem  altogether  free  from  material  objec- 
tions, fome  of  which  are  of  an  alarming  nature. 
The  power  vefted  by  law  in  the  crown,  over  the 
militia,  is  even  more  independent  than  that  which 
it  exercifes  over  the  (landing  army:  for  this  laft 
expires  at  the  end  of  the  year,  if  not  continued  by 
£  new  act  of  parliament ;  whereas  the  militia  is 
fubjecled  to  the  power  of  the  crown  for  the  term 
of  five  years,  during  which  it  may  be  called  out 
into  actual  fervice  without  confent  of  parliament, 
and  confequently  employed  for  finifter  purpofes. 
A  commiflion-officer  in  the  militia  may  be  de- 
tained, as  fubject  to  the  articles  of  war,  until  the 
crown  mail  allow  the  militia  to  return  to  their  re - 
fpedtive  parities*  and  thus  epgaged,  he  is  liable  to 
death  as  a  mutineer,  or  deferter,  mould  he  refufe 
to  appear  in  arms,  and  fight  in  fupport  of  the  worft 
meafures  of  the  worli  miniiler. 
.fiilk-bill  j  Several  merchants,  and  manufacturers  of  filk, 

protraft-  offered  a  petition,  reprefenting,  that  in  confequence 
pf  the  actpafled  in  the  laftfefiion,  allowing  the  im- 
portation of  fine  organzine  Italian  thrown  filk  till 
the  firft  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  fifty-feven,  they  had  given  orders 
to  their  correfpondents  abroad  to  fend  large  quan- 
tities of  fuch  (ilk  thro'Germany  to  Hamburgh  and 
Holland,  which,  in  the  common  courle  of  things, 
might  probably  have  arrived  in  London  before  the 
act  expired,  if  their  carriage  had  not  been  protract- 
ed by  the  great  rains  and  inundations  in  Italy  and 
Germany,  in  the  menths  of  Auguft  and  Septem- 
ber laft,  which  rendered  the  roads  for  many  v/eeks 
impaflable  :  that  from  unlucky  accidents  on  fhore, 

and 
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and  florins  and  contrary  winds,  after  the  filk  was  An-  *7& 
lhippedxit  could  not  pofiibly  arrive  within  the  time 
limited  by  the  aft  ;  and  unlefs  it  fhould  be  admit- 
ted to  an  entry,  they,  the  petitioners,  would  be 
great  fnfferers,  the  manufactures  greatly  preju- 
diced, and  the  good  end  and  purpofe  of  the  aft  in 
a  great  meafure  fruftrated  :  they,  therefore,  prayed 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  allowing  the  introduction 
of  all  fuch  fine  Italian  organzine  filk,  as  mould 
appear  to  have  been  (hipped  in  Holland  and  Ham- 
burgh for  London,  on  or  before  the  firft  day  of 
December.  The  petition  being  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, which  reported  that  thefe  allegations  were 
true,  the  houfe  complied  with  their  requefl,  and 
the  bill  having  pafled,  was  enacted  into  a  jaw  in  the 
ufual  form.  A  fpeedy  pafTage  was,  like  wife  granted 
to  the  mutiny  bill,  and  the  other  annual  meafure 
for  regulating  the  marine  forces,  which  contained 
nothing  new  or  extraordinary. 

A  committee  being  appointed  to  enquire  what  Divers 
laws  were  already  expired,  or  near  expiring,  they  j^f0"1 
performed  this  difficult  tafk  with  indefatigable  pa-  petuated 
tience  and  perfeverance ;  and,  in  purfuance  of  their  °.r  co"~ 
relblutions,   three  bills  were  prepared  and  paffed 
into  laws,  continuing  fome  afts  for  a  certain  time, 
and  rendering  others  perpetual  -f-. 

The 


f  Among  thofe  rendered  George  II.  to  prevent  the 
perpetual,  we  find  an  aft  of  breaking  down  the  bank  of 
the  1 3th  and  1 4th  of  Charles  any  river ;  and  another  claufe 
If.  for  preventing  theft  and  in  the  faid  aft,  to  prevent  the 
rapine.  An  aft  of  the  pth  of  treacherous  cutting  of  hop- 
George  I.  for  punifhing  per-  binds.  Several  claufes  in  an. 
ions  going  armed  in  difguife.  aft  of  the  loth  of  George  IL 
A  claufe  in  an  act  of  the  6ch  of*  for  puniihirg  pcrfons  fetting 

on 
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An.  1758.       The  lord-mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  tlife 
Bill  for  the  city  of  London,    in  common-oetmcil   afTembled, 
ofPLondon  nav*ng  drawn  up  a  petition  to  the  houfe  of  corn- 
Bridge,       mons,  alledging,  that  the  toll  upon  loaded  vefiels, 
or  other  craft,  palling  through  the  arches  of  Lon- 
don-Bridge, granted  by  a  former  aft,  pafTed  in  the 
year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty,  for  im* 
proving,  widening,  and  enlarging  the  pafiage  both 
under  and  over  the  faid  bridge,  was  altogether  pre- 
carious and  infufficient'  to  defray  the  expence,  in- 
cluding that  of  a  temporary  wooden  bridge  already 
ereded  ;   and  praying  that   a"    bill  might  be  pre- 
pared for  explaining  and  rendering  that  a<5t  effec^ 
tual  ;  a  committee  was   appointed  to  examine  the 


on  £re  any  mine,  &c.  The 
temporary  part  of  the  adt  of 
the  zoth  of  George  II.  for 
faking  away  the  hereditary  ju- 
rifdiclions  ofScotland,  relating 
to  the  power  of  appealing  to 
drcuit-courts.  Thofe  conti- 
nued were,  I.  x^n  ail  of  the 
i  zth  of  George  II.  for  grant- 
ing liberty  to  carry  fugars,  &c. 
until  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
.September,  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
iixty-four,  and  to  the  end  of 
the  next  feffi^n  of  parliament. 
II.  An  act  of  the  5th  of  George 

II.  to  prevent  frauds  by  bank- 
rupts, &c.  for  the  fame  period. 

III.  An  a£t  of  the  8th  of  Geo. 
II.  for  encouraging  the  impor- 
tation of  naval  ftores,  &c.   for 
the  fame  period.     IV.   An  a<fl 
of  the  1 9th  of  George  II.  for 
preventing  frauds  in  the  ad- 
meafurement  of  coals,  &c.  un- 
til June  24,  1759;  .and  to  this 
was  added,  a  perpetual  clauib 


for  preventing  the  flealiag  01* 
deftroying  or"  madder  roots* 
V.  An  act  of  the  pth  of  Geo* 
II.  for  encouraging  the  manu-~ 
fadlure  of  Britifn  fail-cloth  un- 
til the  twenty-ninth  of  Septem- 
ber, one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  fixty-four.  VI.  An 
ad  of  ihe  4th  of  George  II. 

§  ranting  an  allowance  upon 
ritifh-made  gunpowder,  for' 
the  fame  period.  VII.  An  aft 
of  the  6th  of  George  II.  en- 
couraging the  trade  of  the  fu- 
gar  colonies,  until  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  September,  one  thou- 
fand feven  hundred  and  fixty- 
one.  And,  VIII.  fo  much  of 
the  aft  of  the  15  th  and  iQth 
of  George  II.  to  impower  the! 
importers  of  rum,  &c.  as  relates 
to  landing  it  before  the  pay- 
mentof  duties,  until  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  September,  one  thou- 
fand feven  hundred  and  fixy- 
fcur. 

contents, 
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contents,  and  a  bill  brought  in  according  to  their  An.  1758. 
requeft.  This,  however,  was  oppofed  by  a  peti- 
tion from  feveral  perfons,  owners  of  barges  and 
other  craft  navigating  the  river  Thames,  who  af- 
firmed, that  if  the  bill  mould  pals  into  a  law  as  it 
then  flood,  it  would  be  extremely  injurious  to  the 
petitioners  in  particular,  and  to  the  public  in  gene- 
raj.  Theie  were  heard  by  their  counfcl  before  the 
committee,  but  no  report  was  yet  given,  when  the 
temporary  bridge  was  reduced  to  afhes.  Then  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  London,  pre- 
fented  another  petition,  alledging,  that  in  purfu- 
ance  of  the  powers  veiled  in  them  by  ad:  of  parlia- 
ment, they  had  already  demolished  a  good  num- 
ber of  the  houfes  on  London -Bridge,  and  directed 
the  reft  that  were  (landing,  to  be  taken  down  with 
all  convenient  expedition  •,  that  two  of  the  arches 
might  be  laid  into  one  for  the  improvement  of'the 
navigation  •,  that  they  had,  at  a  very  great  ex- 
pence,  erected  a  temporary  wooden  bridge  to  pre- 
ferve  a  public  paffage  to  and  from  the  city,  until  the 
great  arch  cauld  be  finiihed,  which  temporary 
bridge  being  confumed  by  fire,  they  mull  rebuild  it  . 
with  the  grcatcft  expedition,  at  a  further  confide- 
rable  expence  ;  that  the  ium  necelTary  for  carrying 
on  and  committing  this  great  and  ufeful  wofk,  in- 
cluding the  rebuilding  of  the  faid  temporary  bridge, 
was  eftimated  at  fouricore  thouiand  pounds  -,  and 
as  the  improving,  widening,  and  enlarging  London- 
Bridge,  was  calculated  for  the  general  good  of  the 
public,  for  the  advancement  of  trade  and  com- 
merce, for  making  the.  navigation  upon  the  river 
Thames  more  fafe  and  ftcure  -9  they  therefore 
prayed  the  houfe  to  take  the  prc miles  into  confide - 
Numb.  15.  O  ration. 
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An.  1758.  ration.  This  petition  being  recommended  by  his 
majefty  to  the  confideration  of  the  houfe,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  fupply,  and  produced 
the  refolution  of  granting  fifteen  thoufand  pounds 
towards  the  rebuilding  of  London-Bridge.  A  bill 
'was  prepared  under  the  title  of,  An  act  to  improve, 
widen,  and  enlarge  the  paffage  over  and  through 
London-Bridge,  enforcing  the  payment  of  the 
toll  impoled  upon  loaded  vefiels,  which  had  been 
found  extremely  burthenfome  to  trade  \  but  this 
incumbrance  was  prevented  by  another  petition  of 
feveral  merchants,  tradefmen,  and  other  inhabi- 
tants of  the  borough  of  Southwark,  taking  no- 
tice of  the  fifteen  thoufand  pounds  granted  to- 
wards the  repair  of  London- Bridge  ;  and,  as  they 
were  informed,  intended  to  make  the  faid  bridge 
free  for  all  his  majefty's  fubjecls  :  they  faid  they 
hoped  to  partake  of  this  public  bounty ;  but  after- 
wards hearing  that  the  bill  then  depending  was 
confined  to  the  tolls  formerly  granted  for  repairing 
the  faid  bridge,  they  reprefented  the  hardfhips 
which  they  and  all  traders  would  continue  to  labour 
;under-,  they  alledged,  that  the  furveyors  and  work- 
men then  employed  upon  this  work  had  difcovered 
the  true  principles  on  which  the  bridge  was  built ; 
'that  the  foundation  of  the  piers  confifted  of  hard 
durable  ftone,  well  cemented  together,  and  now  as 
ftrong  and  firm  as  when  firil  built ;  that  when  the 
bridge  fhould  be  finimed,  great  favings  would  be 
made  in  keeping  it  in  repair,  from  the  fums  for- 
merly expended  on  a  miftaken  opinion,  that  the 
foundation  was  of  wood  :  that  there  were  very  con- 
fiderable  eftates  appointed  folely  for  the  repairs  of 
the  bridge,  which,  they  apprehended,  would  be 
i  fufficient 
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fufficient  to  maintain  it  without  any  toll  -,  or  if  they  AR-  J758' 
fhould  not  be  thought  adequate  to  that  purpofe, 
they  hoped  th*  deficiency  would  not  be  made  up 
by  a  toll  upon  trade  and  commerce,  but  rather  by 
an  impofhion  on  coaches,  chariots,  chaifes,  and  fad- 
die  horfes.  This  remonftrance  made  fuch  an  im- 
prelfion  on  the  houfe,  that  feveral  amendments 
were  made  to  the  bill,  and  an  exprefs  claufe  added, 
that  none  of  the  tolls  impofed  by  the  act  of  the 
twenty-ninth  year  of  his  prefent  majefty,  fhould 
be  exa&ed  after  next  Midiummer.  Thus  altered 
and  amended,  it  pafled  through  both  houfes,  and 
obtained  the  royal  aflenr. 

The  next  object  that  engrofled  the  attention*  of  For  the 
the  commons,  was  a  bill  for  allowing  the  importa-  importa- 
tion of  Irifh  tallow,  fuggefted  by  a  petition  of  fe- 


veral  tallow  chandlers  of  London  and  Weftminfter,  low. 
who  repreiented  that  the  fcarcity  of  Britim  tallow, 
occafioned  by  a  diftemper  among  the  horned  cat- 
tle, the  rot  among  the  Iheep,  and  the  increafed 
confumption  of  this  commodity  in  the  manufacto- 
ry of  hard  foap,  had  raifed  the  price  of  it  fo  high 
as  to  make  candles  extremely  dear:  that  the  con- 
fequence  of  this  dearth  was,  in  the  firft  inftance, 
feverely  felt  by  the  poor,  very  difcouraging  to  every 
branch  of  trade  and  manufadure,  and,  by  inducing 
great  numbers  to  ufe  oil  inftead  of  candles,  would 
ultimately  prove  detrimental  to  his  majefty's  reve- 
nue, and  injurious  to  the  landed  intereft  ;  they 
therefore  fubmitted  to  the  houfe,  whether  the  free 
admifiion  of  Irifh  tallow,  the  duty  on  which 
amounted  almoft  to  a  prohibition,  would  not,  in  all 
likelihood,  reduce  the  prefent  exorbitant  price  of 
candks,  prevent  monopolies  in  fuch  an  efemial 
Q  2  article 
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An.  1758.  article  of  the  neceflaries  of  life,  and  at  the  fame 
time  fecure  the  duties  upon  candles  to  t}ie  crown, 
with  eafe  and  advantage  to  the  fubject.  1  he  com- 
mittee appointed  to  take  this  peiition  into  confi de- 
ration, reported  their  opinion,  that  the  duties  then 
payable  on  tallow  imported  irom  Ireland,  fhould 
ceafe  for  a  limited  time.  On  this  refolurion  a  bill 
was  founded,  and  approved  by  a  petition  of  the 
merchants,  tradefmen,  and  tallow-chandlers  of  Li- 
verpool and  parts  adjacent.  But  another^  couched 
in  a  very  different  ftrain,  was  prefented  by  certain 
proprietors  of  lands,  landholders,  falefmen  and 
graziers  of  Buckinghamfhire,  alledging,  that  they 
had  fuftained  great  lories  by  the  contagious  diftem- 
per  which  raged  a  long  time  among  their  cattle, 
for  which  the  advanced  price  of  provifions  had  by 
no  means  been  been  an  adequate  fatisfaction :  that 
as  the  diilemper  among  the  horned  cattle  had  now 
entirely  ceafed,  and  the  rot  among  the  fheep  was 
greatly  abated,  the  petitioners  were  thoroughly 
convinced,  from  the  daily  decreafe  of  the  price  of 
tallow,  that  the  markets  would  be  fufficiently 
fupplied  without  any  importation  :  that  ihould  the 
bill  pafs  into  a  law,  the  natives  of  Ireland  would  be 
enabled  to  underfcll  the  Englifh  in  their  tallow,  as 
they  payed  no  land-tax,  and  held  their  farms  at 
eafy  rates  •,  confequently  the  rents  in  England  muft 
be  proportionably  abated  •,  a  circumftance  that 
would  affect  the  landed  intereft,  and  be  detrimental 
to  the  revenue.  On  the  other  hand,  petitions  in 
favour  of  the  bill  were  brought  up  from  Leicefter- 
flaire,  Lincolnfhire,  Nottingham,  Taviftock,  Nor- 
wich and  Canterbury,  Coventry  and  Sudbury,  fbme 
of  the  principal  trading  towns  of  England.  The 

bill 
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bill  being  difcufled  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  An.  1758. 
houle,  puffed  without  much  further  oppofition, 
and  was  carried  to  the  upper  houfe,  from  whence 
it  never  returned.  This  mifcarriage  was  the  more 
extra  rdinary,  as  it  appeared  from  authentic  ac- 
counts kit  on  the  table  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
for  the  peruial  of  the  members,  that  the  reduction 
of  the  price  of  tallow  would  occafion  a  very  confi- 
derable  faving  in  the  expence  of  the  navy,  efpe- 
cially  in  time  of  war,  and  allb  prove  advantageous 
to  navigation  in  general,  as  confiderable  quantities 
of  tallow  are  ufed  in  building  and  repairing  the 
fhips  and  vefiels  belonging  to  the  merchants :  the 
truth  is,  all  fchemes  of  national  advantage,  that 
interfere  with  the  private  lucre  of  individuals,  will 
ever  be  oppofed  by  fuch  as  are  actuated  by  a  nar- 
row fordid  fpirit  of  felf  intereft. 

On  the  fame  coaft  another  bill  was  wrecked,  in-  Steps  tak- 
tended  to   permit  the  free  importation  of  cattle  **{*&  to 
from  Ireland,  for  a  time  to  be  limited.     A  com-  theimpor- 
mittee  of  the  whole  houfe  of  commons,  after  hav-  ^"^ 
ing  deliberated  upon  the  laws  which  prohibit  the  tic. 
importation  of  cattle  from  Ireland,  the  duties  upon 
fkin."  and  hides  imported  into  Great  Britain,  and 
perufed  a  variety  of  accounts  relating  to  this  fub- 
je6t,  refblved,  that  there  mould  be  a  free  importa- 
tion of  cattle  from  Ireland  into  Great  Britain,  for 
a  limited  time  ;  and  the  bill  was  prepared  in  pur- 
fuance  of  this  refolution.     At  the  fame  time  ano- 
ther was  brought  in  for  fulpending,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  duties  payable  on  the  importation  of  raw 
hides  and  calves  (kins  from  Ireland.     Thefe  bills 
were  iupported  by  petitions  from  the  merchants  of 
Liverpool,  Barnflaple,  Minehead,  Chefler,  New-  ] 
O  3  cattle-  ' 


2 74  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

Aft.  1758.  caftle-upon-Tyne,  Glafgow,  Edinburgh,  Briftol, 
Haverfordweft,  as  well  as  by  the  tanners  of  the 
county  of  Salop,  and  of  the  town  and  county  of 
Gloucefter.  Some  of  thefe  reprefented,  that  the 
free  importation  of  live  cattle  from  Ireland  would 
fupply  the  paftures  of  England,  fo  greatly  thinned 
by  the  diilemper  •,  the  price  of  tallow  would  be 
lowered  ;  the  eftates  much  better  able  to  bear  and 
pay  the  taxes ;  the  kingdom  enabled  to  fupply  the 
navy  with  beef  on  reafbnable  terms ;  while  tha 
wicked  praftice  of  fnpplying  the  enemy  with  pro- 
vifion,  and  fmnggling  foap  and  candles  from  Ire- 
land, would  be  in  a  great  meafnre  prevented.  In 
oppofition  to  all  thefe  remonftrances,  there  was  but 
one  folitary  petition  againft  the  cattle  bill,  from  the 
fheriff  and  grand  jury,  gentlemen,  proprietors  of 
Jand,  landholders,  and  breeders  of  cattle,  aflem- 
bled  at  the  great  feffions  holden  for  the  county  of 
Pembroke,  alledging,  that  the  free  importation  of 
cattle  from  Ireland  would  be  attended  with  very 
Ceding  confequences  to  the  general  landed  inte- 
reft  of  the  kingdom  •,  and  expreffing  their  hope 
that,  as  the  nation  was  engaged  in  an  expenfive 
war,  towards  the  fupport  of  which  the  landed  in- 
tereft  bore  fo  great  a  proportion,  the  prefent  junc- 
fc  ture  would  not  be  thought  a  proper  time  to  weaken 
that  intereft,  by  patting  a  bill  of  fo  fatal  a  tenden- 
py,  the  evils  of  which  were  fo  fenfibly  felt  in  a 
former  reign,  that  no  fewer  than  four  very  fevere 
Jaws  were  patted  for  their  prevention.  Though  this 
remqnftrance  produced  no  effedb  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  it  Teems  to  have  had  fome  weight  with 
the  lords,  among  whom  the  bill  was  dropped. 
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The  other  houfc  perceiving  the  difpofition  of  An-  *75*» 
their  lordlhips,  defifted  from  proceeding  on  the    Bi|j  for 
bill  for  difcontinuing  the  duties  payabk  on  the  im-  theimpor- 
portation   of  raw  hides  from  Ireland,   though  no  £^°rfkf 
objection  had  been  ftarted  againft  it. from  any  part  and  butter. 
of  the  kingdom.     Neverthelefs,  intent  upon  taking 
fome  meafure  of  this  kind  for  the  relief  of  the  poor, 
and  the  benefit  of  commerce,  they  examined  the 
accounts,  fpecifying  the  prices  which  had,  for  a  fe- 
ries  of  years,  been  payed,  in  victualling  the  navy  •, 
and  prepared  a  bill,  permitting  for  a  limited  time, 
the  importation  of  faked  beef,  pork,  and  butter, 
from  Ireland.    This,  after  having  excited  warm  de- 
bates, and  undergone  divers  amendments,   made 
its  progrefs  through  both  houfes  to  the  thron.f, 
where  it  obtained  the  royal  fanction  ;  and  furely  no 
law  could  be  more  juft,  feafonable,  or  better  cal- 
culated for  the  intereftof  the  kingdom  in  general: 
it  mud  naturally  have  put  a  flop  to  the  pernicious 
practice  of  fupplying  the  enemies  of  the  nation 
with   the  means  of  life ;   and  likewife  prevented 
fuch  an  exorbitant  increafe  in  the  price  of  provU 
fions  through  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain, 
as  might  have  proved  fatal  to  thofe  manufactures, 
on  which  the  national  wealth  and  commerce  prin* 
cipally  depend  *. 

The 


*  The  parliament  and  na-  Britifh  nation  looked  upon  with 

tion,   about  this  period,   exhi-  fuch  jealous  eyes,   that  chiefly 

bited  a  remarkable    proof  of  \vith  a  view  to  difcourage  this 

their  profound  regard  to  his  new   inftitution,   an    aft   was 

Pruflian  majefty.     That  prince  patted,  reftraining  the  practice 

had  a  few  years  ago  eftablifned  of  making  infurances  on  fo- 

an  Baft-India  company  at  Emb-  reign  fhips,   bound  to  or  frjm 

den,  which  at  that  time  the  the  Bail-Indies  ;  an  aft  that 

O  4.  favoured 
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Theintereft  of  the  manufactures  was  alfo  confulted 
in  an  act  encouraging  the  growth  of  madder,  a  plant 
efientially  necefiary  in  dying  and  printing  callicoes, 
which  may  be  raifed  in  England  without  the  lead 
inconvenience.  It  was  judged,  upon  enquiry,  that 
the  moft  effectual  means  to  encourage  the  growth 
of  this  commodity,  would  be  to  aicertain  the 
tythe  of  it,  and  a  bill  was  brought  in  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  The  rate  of  the  tythe  was  eftabliilied  at 
five  millings  an  acre  •,  and  it  was  enacted,  that  this 
law  mould  continue  in  force  for  fourteen  years,  and 
to  the  end  of  the  next  feflion  of  parliament ;  but 
wheref  >re  this  encouragement  was  made  tempo- 
rary, it  is  not  eafy  to  determine. 

The  laws  relating  to  the  poor,  though  equally 
numerous  and  oppreflive  to  the  fubjtrct,.  having 
been  found  defective,  a  new  claufe  relating  to  the 
fettlement  of  fervants  and  apprentices,  was  now 
added  to  an  act  pafifed  in  the  twentieth  year  of  the 
preien:  reign,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  better  ad- 
jufting  and  more  eafy  recovery  of  the  wages  of 


favoured  more  of  national 
pique  than  a  genuine  zeal  for 
the  true  interelt  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. At  that  time  the  k— 
of  P  '  was  connected  with 
France,  and  his  character  ap- 
peared in  no  favourable  light 
to  the  fubjects  of  Great  Britain 
in  general  :  but  now  the  na- 
tion had  taken  him  into  its  bo- 
fom  as  an  ally,  he  was  meta- 
morphofed  into  a  hero  :  hisin- 
tereit  and  that  of  England  be- 
came common  and  reciprocal  ; 
and  the  proipecl:  of  rivalfhip  and 
competition  between  the  two 
Eaft-India  companies,  vanifh- 
ed  like  a  morning  dream. 


Embden  being  at  thisjundlure 
in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  a 
Pruffian  fhip,  returned  from 
China,  found  protection  in  the 
port  of  Plymouth  :  the  Eaft- 
India  company  of  England  of- 
fered to  purchafe  the  cargo  ; 
but  as  this  fale  would  have 
been  expreily  contrary  to  an 
act  of  parliament,  they  found 
intereft  fufficient  to  procure  a 
bill  repealing  that  aft,  which 
accordingly  pafled  into  a  law 
without  oppoiition  ;  and  the 
cargo  of  the  Pruffian  fhip  found 
a  good  market  in  a  port  of 
Great  Britain. 

certain 
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certain  fervants,  and  of  certain  apprentices.  No  An.  175!.- 
country  in  the  univerfe  can  produce  fo  many  laws 
made  in  behalf  of  the  poor,  as  thofe  that  are  daily 
accumulating  in  England  :  in  no  other  country  is 
there  fo  much  money  raifed  for  their  fupport,  by  pri- 
vate charity,  as  well  as  public  taxation  -,  yet  this,  as 
much  as  any  country,  fwarms  with  vagrant  beggars, 
and  ttems  with  objects  of  mifery  i-.nd  diftveis  •,  a 

-jure  fign  either  of  mifconduct  in  the  1 re, 

or  of  fhameful  relaxation  in  the  executive  part  of 
the  civil  adminiftration. 

The  fcenes  of  corruption,  perjury,  riot,  and  in-    A&.  afcer- 
temperance,  which  every  election  for  a  member  of  Jj^1^. 
parliament  had  lately  produced,  were  now  grown  ficatioa  of 
fo  infamoufly  open  and  intolerable,  and' the  right  votinS- 
of  voting,  was  rendered  fo  obfcure  and  perplexed 
by  the  pretenfions  and  proceedings  of  all  the  candi- 
dates for  Oxfordmire  in  the  laft  election,  that  the 
fundamentals  of  the  conftitution  feemed  to  make, 
and  the  very  effence  of  parliaments  to  be  in  dan- 
ger.    Actuated  by  thefe  apprehenfions,   Sir  John 
Philips,  a  gentleman  of  Wales,  who  had  long  dif- 
tinguifhed  himfelf  in  the  oppoiition,  by  his  courage 
and  independent  fpirit,  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  that  (hould  obviate  any  doubts  which  might 
arife  concerning   the  electors  of  knights  of  the 
mire,  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  England,  and  fur- 
ther regulate  the  proceedings  of  fuch  elections. 
He  was  accordingly  permitted  to  bring  in  fuch  a 
bill,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.    Townfhend,  Mr. 
Cornwall,  the  lords  North  and  Carysfort  ^  and  in 
the  ufual  courfe    the   bill    being   prepared,   was 
enacted  into  a  law  under  the  title  of,  "  An  act 
for  further  explaining  the  laws  touching  the  elec- 
tors 
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An.  1758,  tors  of  knights  of  the  fhire  to  ferve  in  parlia- 
ment for  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England." 
The  preamble  fpecined,  That  though,  by  an  ad 
patted  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  the  prefent  reign, 
it  was  provided,  that  no  perfon  might  vote  at  the 
election  of  a  knight  or  knights  of  a  fhire,  within 
England  and  Wales,  without  having  a  freehold- 
eftate,  in  the  county  for  which  he  votes,  of  the 
ckar  yearly  value  of  forty  fhillings,  over  and  above 
all  rents  and  charges,  payable  out  of  or  in  refpe6t 
to  the  fame-,  neverthelefs  certain  perfons,  who 
hold  their  eftates  by  copy  of  court- roll,  pretend  to 
a  right  of  voting,  and  have,  at  certain  times,  pre- 
fumed  to  vote  at  fuch  elections :  this  act  therefore 
ordained,  that  from  and  after  the  twenty-ninth  day 
of  June,  in  the  prefent  year,  no  perfon,  who  holds 
his  eftate  by  copy  of  court-roll,  fhould  be  intitled 
thereby  to  vote  at  the  election  of  any  knight  or 
knights  of  a  fhire  within  England  or  Wales  ;  but 
every  fuch  vote  fhould  be  void,  and  the  perfon  fo 
voting  fhould  forfeit  fifty  pounds  to  any  candidate 
for  whom  fuch  vote  fhould  not  have  been  given, 
and  who  fhould  firfl  fue  for  the  fame,  to  be  reco- 
vered with  full  cofts,  by  adtion  of  debt,  in  any  court 
of  judicature  *.  So  far  the  act,  thus  procured, 

may 

*  For  the  more  eafy  reco-  a&ed    contrary    to    this    aft, 

very  of  this  forfeit,  it  was  en-  without  mentioning  the  writ 

a£ked,That  the  plaintiff  in  fuch  of  fummons  to  parliament,  or 

action  might  only  fet  forth,  in  the  return  thereof;  and,  upon 

the  declaration  or  bill,  that  the  trial  of  any  iffue,  the  plaintiff 

defendant  was  indebted  to  him  mould  not  be  obliged  to  prove 

in  the  fum  of  fifty  pounds,  al-  the  writ  of  fummons  to  par- 

ledging  the  offence  for  which  liament,  or  the  return  thereof, 

the   fuit   mould   be    brought,  or  any  warrant  or  authority  to 

and  that  the  defendant  had  the  flieriff  upon  any  fuch  writ : 

that 
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may  be  attended  with  falutary  confluences :  but,  Aft«  J75*» 
in  all  probability,  the  intention  of  its  firft  movers 
and  patrons  was  not  fully  anlwered  •,  inafmuch  as 
no  provifion  was  made  for  putting  a  ftop  to  that 
fpirit  of  licence,  drunkennefs,  and  debauchery, 
which  prevails  at  almoft  every  election,  and  has  a 
very  pernicious  effect  upon  the  morals  of  the 
people. 

Among  the  bills  that  mifcarried  in  the  conrfe  of  Bill  for 
this  fefilon,  fome  turned  on  points  of  great  confe-  ^  ™OTf 

i  >  •  T        j     A  t   -,  eirectual- 

quence  to  the  community.  Lord  Barnngton,  jy  mantt. 
Mr.  Thomas  Gore,  and  Mr.  Charles  Townfhend,  ing  ^f 
were  ordered  by  the  houfe  to  prepare  a  bill  for  the 
fpeedy  and  effectual  recruiting  of  his  majefty's  land- 
forces  and  marines,  which  was  no  more  than  a 
tranfcript  of  the  temporary  act  patted  in  the  pre- 
ceding feflion  under  the  fame  title ;  but  the  majo- 
rity were  averfe  to  its  being  continued  for  another 
year,  as  it  was  attended  with  fome  prejudice  to  the 
liberty  of  the  fubject.  Objections  of*  the  fame  na- 
ture might  have  been  as  juftly  ftarted  againft  an- 
other bill,  for the  more  effectually  manning  of  his 
majefty's  navy,  for  preventing  defertion,  and  for 
the  relief  and  encouragement  of  fcamen  belonging 
to  ihips  and  vefiels  in  the  fervice  of  the  merchants. 
The  purport  of  this  project  was  to  eftablifh  regi- 
fters  or  mufter-  rolls  of  all  feamen,  fifhermen,  ligh- 
termen, and  watermen;  obliging  fhipmafters  to 
leave  fubfcribed  lifts  of  their  refpective  crews  at 

that  every  fuch  a&ion  fhould  or  be  nonfuited,  or  have  judg- 

be    commenced    within    nine  ment  given  againft  him,  the 

months  after  the  fa6l  commit-  defendant  Ihould  recover  treble 

ted ;  and  that,  if  the  plaintiff  cofts. 
/hould  difconrinue  his  adion, 

offices. 
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offices^  maintained  for  that  purpofe,  that  a  cer- 
tain number  of  them  might  be  chofen  by  lot  for 
his  majefty's  fervice,  in  any  cafe  of  emergency. 
This  expedient,  however,  was  rejected  as  an  un- 
necefTary  and  ineffectual  incumbrance  on  com- 
merce, which  would  hamper  navigation,  and  in  a 
little  time  diminilh  the  number  of  feamen,  of  con- 
fequence  act  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  purpofe 
for  which  it  was  contrived. 

Numberlefs  frauds  having  been  committed,  and 
inceffant  lawiuits  produced,  by  private  and  clandef- 
tine  conveyances,  a  motion  was  made,  and  leave 
given,  to  form  a  bill  for  the  public  regiftering  of 
all  deeds,  conveyances,  wills,  and  other  incum- 
brances,  that  might  affect  any  honours,  manours, 
lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  within  the 
kingdom  of  England,  wherein  public  regifters  were 
not  already  appointed  by  act  of  parliament :  but 
this  meafure,  fo  neceflary  to  the  afcertainment  and 
pofTefiion  of  property,  met  with  a  violent  oppofi- 
tion  j  and  was  finally  dropped,  as  fome  people  ima- 
gine, through  the  influence  of  thofe  who,  perhaps, 
had  particular  reafons  for  countenancing  the  pre- 
fent  myflerious  forms  of  conveyancing.  Such  a 
bill  muft  alfo  have  been  difagreeable  and  mortify- 
ing to  the  pride  of  thofe  landholders  whofe  eftates 
were  incumbered,  becaufe,  in  confequence  of  fuch 
a  regifler,  every  mortgage,  under  which  they  la- 
boured, would  be  exactly  known. 

The  next  object  to  which  the  honfe  converted 
its  attention,  was  a  bill  explaining  and  amending  a 
late  act  for  eftablifhing  a  fi(h- market  in  the  city  of 
Weftminfter,  and  preventing  fcandalous  monopo- 
lies of  a  few  engrofling  fifhmongers,  who  impofed 

exor- 
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exorbitant  prices  on  their  fi(h,  and,  in  this  particu-  **-  !75 
lar  branch  of  traffick,  gave  law  to  above  fix  hun- 
dred thoufand  of  their  fellow-citizens.  Abundance 
of  pains  was  taken  to  render  this  bill  effectual, 
for  putting  an  end  to  fuch  flagrant  impofmon.  In- 
quiries were  made,  petitions  read,  counfel  heard, 
and  alterations  propofed:  at  length  the  bill,  having 
palled  through  the  lower  houfe,  was  conveyed  to 
the  lords,  among  whom  it  was  fuffered  to  expire, 
on  pretence  that  there  was  not  time  fufficient  to 
deliberate  maturely  on  the  fubjeft. 

The  occafion  that  produced  the  next  bill,  which  Proceed- 
mifcarried,  we  (hall  explain,  as  an  incident  equally  thfaflT 
extraordinary  and  interfiling.  By  an  aft  pafied  in  habeas 
the  preceding  feffion,  for  recruiting  his  majefly's  "xp*** 
land-forces  and  marines,  we  have  already  obferved, 
that  the  commiflioners,  thereby  appointed,  were 
veiled  with  a  power  of  judging  ultimately  whether 
the  peribns  brought  before  them  were  fuch  as 
ought,  by  the  rules  prefcribed  in  the  act,  to  be  im- 
prefled  into  the  fervice :  for  it  was  exprefly  pro*- 
vided,  that  no  perfon,  fo  imprefled  by  thole  com- 
miflioners,  ihould  be  taken  out  of  his  majefty's 
fervice  by  any  procefs,  other  than  for  fome  criminal 
acculation.  During  the  recefs  of  parliament,  a 
gentleman  having  been  imprefied  before  the  coin- 
miffioners,  and  confined  in  the  Savoy,  his  friends 
made  application  for  a  habeas  corpus,  which  pro- 
duced fome  hefitation,  and  indeed  an  infurmount- 
able  difficulty :  for,  according  to  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  paHed  in  the  reign  of  the  fecond  Charles, 
this  privilege  relates  only  to  ptrfons  committed  for 
criminal,  or  fuppoied  criminal  matters,  and  the 
gentleman  did  not  itand  in  that  predicament.  Be- 
z  fore 
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1758.  fore  the  queilion  could  be  determined  he  was  dif- 
charged,  in  confequence  of  an  application  to  the 
fecretary  at  war ;  but  the  nature  of  the  cafe  plainly 
pointed  out  a  defect  in  the  act,  feemingly  of  the 
moft  dangerous  confequence  to  the  liberty  of  the 
fubject.  In  order  to  remedy  this  defect,  a  bill  for 
giving  a  more  fpeedy  remedy  to  the  fubject,  upon 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  was  prepared,  and  pre- 
fented  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  which  formed  it- 
felf  into  a  committee,  and  made  feveral  amend- 
ments. It  imported,  that  the  feveral  provifions 
made  in  the  aforefaid  act,  patted  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.  for  the  awarding  of  writs  of  habeas  cor- 
pus, in  cafes  of  commitment,  or  detainer,  for  any 
criminal  or  fuppofed  criminal  matter,  fhould,  in 
like  manner,  extend  to  all  cafes  where  any  perfon, 
'**•  not  being  committed  or  detained  for  any  criminal 
or  fuppofed  criminal  matter,  fhould  be  confined,  or 
reftrained  of  his  or  her  liberty,  under  any  colour  or 
pretence  whatfoever :  that,  upon  oath  made  by  fuch 
perfon  fo  confined  or  reftrained,  or  by  any  other  on 
his  or  her  behalf,  of  any  actual  confinement  or  re- 
ftraint,  and  that  fuch  confinement  or  reftraint,  to 
the  bell  of  the  knowledge  and  belief  of  the  perfon 
fo  applying,  was  not  by  virtue  of  any  commitment  or 
detainer  for  any  criminal  or  fuppofed  criminal  mat- 
ter; an  habeas  corpus,  directed  to  the  perfon  or 
perfons  fo  confining  or  retraining  the  party,  as 
aforefaid,  fhould  be  awarded  and  granted  in  the 
fame  manner  as  is  directed,  and  under  the  fame  pe- 
nalties as  are  provided  by  the  faid  act,  in  the  cafe 
of  perfons  committed  and  detained  for  any  crimi- 
nal or  fuppofed  criminal  matter :  that  the  perfon 
or  perfons  before  whom  the  party  fo  confined  or 
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retrained  fhould  be  brought,  by  virtue  of  any  ha-  Am  175!, 
beas  corpus  granted  in  the  vacation-time,  under  the 
authority  of  this  aft,  might  and  fbould,  within 
three  days  after  the  return  made,  proceed  to  exa- 
mine into  the  facts  contained  in  fuch  return,  and 
into  the  caufe  of  fuch  confinement  and  reftraintj 
and  thereupon  either  difcharge,  or  bail,  or  remand 
the  parties  ib  brought,  as  the  cafe  mould  require, 
and  as  to  juftice  mould  appertain.  The  reft  of 
the  bill  related  to  the  return  of  the  writ  in  three 
days,  and  the  penalties  incurred  by  thofe  who 
mould  neglect  or  refufe  to  make  the  due  return, 
or  to  comply  with  any  other  clanfe  of  this  regula- 
tion. The  commons  feemed  hearty  in  rearing  up 
this  additional  buttrefs  to  the  liberty  of  their  fellow- 
fubjects,  and  pafled  the  bill  with  the  moil  laudable 
alacrity :  but  in  the  houfe  of  lords  fuch  a  great 
number  of  objections  was  darted,  that  it  funk  ac 
the  fecond  reading,  and  the  judges  were  ordered  to 
prepare  a  bill  for  the  fame  purpofe,  to  be  laid  be- 
fore that  houfe  in  the  next  fefiion. 

His  majefty  having  recommended  the  care  of  ScKemcin 
the  foundling-hofpital  to  the  houfe  of  commons,   favour  of 
which  chearfully  granted  forty  thoufand  pounds  iing_hi 
for  the  fupport  of  that  charity,  the  growing  annual  pitaL 
expence  of  it  appeared  worthy  of  further  confide  - 
ration ;  and  leave  was  granted  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  obliging  all  the  parifhes  of  England  and  Walas 
to  keep  regifters  of  all  their  deaths,   births,  and 
marriages,  that  from  thefe  a  fund  might  be  raifed 
towards  the  fupport  of  the  faid  hofpital.     The  bill 
was  accordingly  prepared  by  a  committee  appoint- 
ed for  .the  purpofe  *,  but,  before  the  houie  could 
take  the  report  into  confideration,  the  parliament 
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Petition 

of  the 
owners'of 
the  Anti- 
gallican 
privateer. 


An.  1758.  was  prorogued.  The  nation  was  no  great  lofer  by 
this  miicarriage  ;  for  the  fcheme  of  the  bill  was  to 
lay  a  very  grievous  impofition,  extending  even  to 
the  remoteit  county,  as  well  as  to  the  loweft  of  the 
people,  in  favour  of  a  partial  charity,  which,  in 
all  appearance,  will  overfhoot  the  purpofe  for  which 
it  was  eftablifhed,  promote  idlenefs  and  profligacy, 
difcourage  matrimony,  and  prove  an  enormous  bur- 
then on  the  commonwealth. 

The  proprietors  of  the  privateer  called  the  An- 
tigallican,  which  had  taken  a  rich  French  fhip 
homeward-bound  from  China,  and  carried  her  into 
Cadiz,  where  the  Spaniih  government  had  wrefled 
her  by  violence  from  the  captors,  and  delivered  her 
to  the  French  owners,  now  prefented  a  petition  to 
the  houie  of  commons,  complaining  of  this  interpo- 
ihion  as  an  act  of  partiality  and  injuflice^  reprefent- 
ing  the  great  expence  at  which  the  privateer  had 
been  equipped,  the  legality  of  the  capture,  the 
lofs  and  hardihips  which  they  the  petitioners  had 
fuftained,  and  imploring  fuch  relief  as  the  houfe 
ihould  think  requtfite.  Though  thefe  allegations 
were  fupported  by  a  ipecies  of  evidence  that  feemed 
flrong  and  convincing,  and  it  might  be  thought  in- 
cumbent on  the  parliament  to  vindicate  the  honour 
of  the  nation,  when  thus  infuked  by  a  foreign 
power;  the  houfe,  upon  this  occafion,  treated  the 
petition  with  the  moil  mortifying  neglect,  either 
giving  little  credit  to  the  aflertions  it  contained, 
or  unwilling  to  take  any  ftep  which  might  at  this 
juncture  embroil  the  nation  with  the  court  of  Spain 
on  fuch  a  frivolous  fubjedt.  True  it  is,  the  Spa- 
nifh  government  alledgtd,  in  their  own  juftirka- 
tion,  that  the  prize  was  taken  under  the  guns  of 
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Corunna,  infomuch  that  the  mot  fired  by  the  pri-   An-  J7S8' 
vateer  entered    that   place,    and   damaged   fome 
houfes :    but  this    allegation   was  never  properly 
fufta'ined,    and  the  prize  was  certainly  condemned 
as  legal  by  the  court  of  admiralty  at  Gibraltar. 

As  we  have  already  given  a  detail  of  the  trial  of  Addrefs 
Sir  John  Mordaunt,  it  will  be  unneceffary  to  reca-   commons 
pitulate  any  circumftance  of  that   affair,    except  on  the 
iuch  as  relate  to  its  connexion  with  the  proceed-  " 

ings  of  parliament.  In  the  beginning  of  this  fef-  Mor- 
fion  the  lord  Harrington,  as  fccretary  at  war,  in-  daunt, 
formed  the  houfe,  by  his  majefty's  command, 
that  lieutenant-general  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  a  mem- 
ber of  that  houfe,  was  in  arreft,  for  difobedience.of 
his  majefty's  orders,  while  employed  on  the  late 
expedition  to  the  coaft  of  France. ,  The  commons 
immediately  refolved,  That  an  addrefs  mould  be 
prefented  to  his  majefly,  returning  him  the  thanks 
of  this  houfe  for  his  gracious  mciTage  of  that  day, 
in  the  communication  he  had  been  pleated  to  make 
of  the  reafon  for  putting  lieutenant  general  Sir 
John  Mordaunt  in  arreft. 

Among  the  various  objects  of  commerce  that  Potion 
employed  the  attention  of  the  houfe,  one  gf  the   [J,  ^"'8 
moft  con  fide  rable  was  the  trade  to  the  coaft  of  African 
Africa,  for  the  protection  of  which  an  annual  fum   coniPan>'* 
had  been  granted  for  fome  years,  to  be  expended 
in  the  maintenance  and  repairs  of  caftles  and  factor 
ries.     While  a  committee  was  employed  in  per- 
ufmg  the  accounts  relating  to  the  fum  granted  in 
the  preceding  feffton  for  this  purpofe,    a  petition 
from  the  committee  of  the  African  company,  re- 
commended in  a  meiTage   from  his  majefty,  was 
prefented  to  the*  houfe,  foliciting  further  ailiftance 
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for  tne  enfuing  year.     In  the  mean  time  a-remon* 
ftrance  was  offered   by  certain  planters  and  mer- 
chants, interefted  in  and  trading   to  the  Britifh 
fugar-colonies  in  America,  alledging,  that  the  price 
of  negroes  was  greatly  advanced,  fmce  the  forts  and 
fettlements  on  the  coaft  of. Africa  had  been  under 
the  direction  of  the  committee  of  the  company*of 
merchants  trading  to  that  coaft  j  a  circumftance 
that  greatly  diftreffed  and  alarmed  the  petitioners, 
prevented  the  cultivation  of  the  Britifh  colonies, 
and  was  of  great  detriment  to  the  trade  and  navi- 
gation  of  the  kingdom  :  that  this  misfortune,  they 
believed,  was  in  ibme  meafure  owing  to  the  ruin- 
ous ftate  and  condition  of  the  forts  and  fettle- 
ments:  that,   in  their  opinion,  the  moft  effectual; 
method  for  maintaining  the  interefl  of  that  trade 
on  a  refpectable  footing,   next  to  that  of  an  incor- 
porated joint- flock  company,   would  be  putting 
thofe  forts  and  fettlements  under  the  fole  direction 
of  the  commiffioners  for  trade  and  plantations  : 
that  the  prefervation  or  ruin  of  the  American  fugar- 
colonies  went  hand  in  hand  with  that  of  the  flave- 
trade  to  Africa :  that,  by  an  act  paflfed  in  the  year 
.  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty,  for  extend- 
ing and  .improving  this  trade,,  the  Britifh  fubjects 
were  debarred  from  lodging  their  Haves  and  mer- 
chandize in  the  forts  and  fettlements  on  the  coaft  : 
they  therefore  prayed,    that  this   part  of  the  act 
might  be  repealed  :  that  all  commanders  of  Britifh  ^ 
and  American  vefiHs,  free  merchants,  and  all  other/ 
his  majefty's  fubjects,  who  were  fettled,  or  might, 
at  any  time  thereafter,  fettle  in  Africa,  mould  have 
free  liberty,  from  fun- rife  to  fun-fet,   to  enter  the 
forts  and  fettlements,   and  to  depofit  their  goods 
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and  merchandize  in  the  warehoufes  thereunto  be-  An* 
longing ;  to  iecure  their  flaves,  or  other  purchafes, 
without  paying   any  confideration  for  the  fame-, 
but  the  flaves  to  be  victualled  at  the  proper  cod 
and  charges  of  their  refpective  owners.    The  houfe 
having  taken  this  petition  into  confideration,  in- 
quired into  the  proceedings  of  the  company,   and 
revifed  the  act  for  extending  and  improving  the 
trade  to  Africa,  refolved,  That  the  committee  of 
the  African  company  had  faithfully  difcharged  the 
truft  repofed  in  them ;  and  granted  ten  thoufand 
pounds  for  maintaining  the  Britifh  forts  and  fettle- 
inents  in  that  part  of  the  world.     Without  all 
doubt,  the  committee  had  executed  their  truft  with 
fidelity  in  expending  the  fum  granted  by  parlia- 
ment :  but  every  perfon,  acquainted  with  the  great 
importance  of  the  African  trade,  will  reflect  with 
aftonilhment,  that  although  the  forts  and  fettle- 
ments,  upon  which  that  commerce  intirely  depends, 
cannot  pofiibly  be  maintained  in  a  pofture  of  de- 
fence for  the  annual  fum  granted  by  parliament, 
and  therefore,  are  altogether  untenable  -y  and  it  is 
plain,  to  demonftration,  that  the  addition  of  five 
thoufand  pounds  to  the  yearly  allowance,  would 
render  it  fufficient  for  the  fupport  of  the  callles, 
and  the  fecurity  of  the  traders  •,  the  whole  com- 
merce to  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  fo  beneficial  to  the 
Britifh  manufactures,  and  fo  eflential  to  the  very 
being  of  the  fugar-plantations  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
hath  been,  for  a  feries  of  years,  expofed  to  the  moft 
imminent  danger  of  total  ruin,  by  witholding  fuch 
a  paultry  fum  ;  while  millions  are  lavifhed  away, 
without  remorfe,  upon  fchem?s  of  unavailing  con- 
queft,  and  objects  that  have  fcarce  the  flighteft 
P  2  con- 
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connexion  with  the  interefbs  of  Great  Britain.  The 
enemy  were  perfc&ly  well  acquainted  '  with  the 
weaknefs  of  the  Brhifh  caftles  on  the  cpaft  of  Afri- 
ca; and  had  they  known  as  well  how  to  execute 
with  fpirit  as  to  plan  with  fagacity,  the.  attempt 
which,  in  the  courie  of  the  precedingyear,  they  made 
upon  the  principal  Britifh  fort  in  Guinea  would  have 
fucceeded,  and  all  the  other  fettlements  would  have 
fallen  into  their  hands  without  oppofition  -:". 

The  longefl  and  warmefl  debate  which  was 
maintained  in  the  courie  of  this  fefTion,  arofe  from 
a  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  fhortening 
the  term  and  duration  of  future  parliaments  :  a 
meafure  truly  patriotical,  againft  which  no  iubftan- 
tial  argument  could  be  produced,  although  the 
motion  was  rejected  by  the  majority,  on  pretence, 
that,  whilft  the  nation  was  engaged  in  -luch  a  dan- 
gerous and  expenfive  war,  it  would  be  improper  to 
think  of  introducing  fuch  an  alteration  in  the  form 


-f-  Robert  Hunter  Morris  re- 
prefented,  in  a  petition  to  the 
houfe,  ^that  as  no  fait  was  made 
in  the  Britifh  colonies  in  Ame- 
rica, they  were  obliged  to  de- 
pend upon  a  precarious  fupply 
of  that  commodity  from  fo- 
reigners ;  he  therefore  offered 
to  undertake  the  making  of 
inarine-falt  at  a  moderate  price 
in  one  of  thofe  colonies,  at  his 
own  rifque  and  charge,  pro- 
vided he  could  be  fecured  in 
the  enjoyment  of  the  profits 
which  the  work  might  pro- 
duce, for  fuch  a  term  of  years 
as  might  feem  to  the  houfe  a 
proper  and  adequate  compen- 
faiion  for  fo  great  an  under- 
taking. The  petition  was  or- 


dered to  lie  upon  the  table ; 
afterwards  read,  and  referred 
to  a  committee,  which  how- 
ever made  no  report. Acir- 

cumilance  not  eafily  accounted 
for,  unlefs  we  fuppofe  the  houfe 
of  commons  were  of  opinion, 
that  fuch  an  enterprize  might 
contribute  towards  rendering 
our  colonies  too  independent 
of  their  mother-country.  Equal- 
ly unaccountable  was  the  mif- 
carri  age  of  another  bill,  brought 
in  for  regulating  the  manner 
of  licenfmg  ale-houfes,  which 
was  read  for  the  firft  time ;  but 
when  a  motion  was  made  for 
a  fecond  reading,  the  queliion 
was  put,  and  it  parted  in  the 
negative. 
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•of  government.  Reaions  of  equal  ftrength  and 
ibiidity  will  never  be  \vantng  to  the  piicrons  and 
miniftersofC n  and-V — .  The  al- 
teration propofed,  v/iu  nothing  elfe  than  removing 
r.iid  annulling  an  encroachment  which  had  been 
made  on  the  confllcution  :  it  might  have  been  ef- 
fected without  the  lead  pang  cr  convulfion,  to 
the  general  fat:  section  of  the  nation  :  far  from 
being  unreafonable  at  this  juncture,  it  would  have 
innanced  the  national  reputation  abroad,  and  ren- 
dered the  war  more  formidable  ro  the  enemies  of 
Great  Britain,  by  convincing  them  that  it  v/as  fup- 
portecl  by  a  miniflry  and  parliament,  who  flood 
upon  fuch  good  terms  with  the  people.  Indeed  a 
quick  fucceiTion  of  parliaments  might  have  dif- 
concerted,  and  perhaps  expelled  that  fpirit  of  con- 
fidence and  generality,  which  now  fo  remarkably 

cfpoufcd  a-nd  gratified  the  f 's  predilection 

for  the  intereft  of  H . 

•Other  committees   were   eftablifhed  to  inquire  Inquiry 
into  the  expence  incurred  by  new  lines  and  fortifi-  ^"J 

-    i  .,  weights 

cations  railed' at  Gioral-rar-,    to  examine  the  ongi-   and  mea- 

nal  ftandards  of  weights  and  meafures  ufed  in  fures- 
England  ^  coniider  the  laws  relating  to  them,  and 
report  their  oblervations,  together  with  their  opi- 
nion of  the  moft  effectual  means  for  afcertaining 
ar.d  enforcing  uniform  ftandards  to  be  ufed  for  the 
future.  The  commons  were  perfectly  fatisfied  with 
the  new  works  which  had  been  railed  at  Gibraltar ; 
and  with  refpect  to  the  weights  and  meafures,  the 
committee  agreed  to  certain  refoliuions  -,  but  no 
further  progrefs  was  made  in  this  inquiry,  except 
tin  order  for  printing  thefe  refoliuions,  with  the  ap- 
pendix :  however,  as  the  boxes  containing  the  ftan- 
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An.  1758.  dards  were  ordered  to  be  locked  up  by  the  clerk  of 
the  liouie,  in  all  probability  their  intention  was  to 
proceed  on  this  fubjed:  in  fome  future  fcffion. 
Seffion  On  the  ninth  day  of  June  fundry  bills  received 

cloied.        j.]^  rOyaj  affent  by  commiffion,  his  majefly  .being 
indifpoied  ;  and  on  the  twentieth  day  of  the  fame 
month,  the-  lords  commiffioners  cloied  the  feflion 
with  a  fpeech  to  both  houfes,  expreffing  his  ma- 
jeily's  deep  fenfe  of  their  loyalty  and  good  affec- 
tion, demonftrated  in  their  late  proceedings ;  in 
their  zeal  for  his  honour  and  real  interefl  in   all 
parts  ;  in  their  earneftnefs  to  furmount  every  diffi- 
culty •,  in  their  ardour  to  maintain  the  war  with 
the  utmofl  vigour  :  proofs  which  muft  convince 
mankind,  that  the  antient  fpirit  of  the  Bntiih  na- 
tion flill  fubfifted  in  its  full  force.  They  were  given 
to  underftand,    that  the  king  had  taken  all  fuch 
meafures  as  appeared  the  moil  conducive  to  the 
accomplifhment  of  the.ir  public-fpirited  views  and 
wifhes  :   that   with  their  affiilance,    crowned    by 
the  blefTing  of  God  upon  the  condud:  and  bravery, 
of  the  combined  army,  his  majeity  had  been  ena- 
bled, not  only  to  deliver  his  dominions  in  Germany 
from  the  oppre (lions  and  devaluations  of  the  French, 
but,  alfo  to  pufli    his   advantages  on  this  fide  the 
Rhine  ;   that  he  had  cemented  the  union  between 
him  and  his  good  brother  the  king  of  Pruffia,   by- 
new  engagements  ;  that  the  Britifh  fleets  and   ar- 
mies were  now  actually  employed  in  fuch  expedi- 
tions, as  appeared  likely  to  annoy  the  enemy  in  the 
moft  fmfible  manner,  to -promote  the  welfare  and 
profperity    of  thefe  kingdoms  •,   in.  particular,  to 
preferve  the  Brkiih  rights  and  pofTedjons  in  Ame- 
;ica,  and  to  make  France  feel,  in  thofe  parts,  the 

real 
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real  ftrength  and  importance  of  Great  Britain.  An* 17&- 
The  commons  were  thanked  for  the  ample  fupplies 
which  they  had  fo  freely  and  unanimously  given  •, 
and  allured  on  the  part  of  his  majeity,  that  they 
mould  be  managed  with  the  moft  frugal  oeconomy. 
They  were  defired,  in  confequence  of  the  king's 
earneft  recommendation,  to  promote  harmony  and 
good  agreement  amongft  his  faithful  fubjects  ;  to 
make  the  people  acquainted  with  the  rectitude  and 
purity  of  his  intentions  and  meafures ;  and  to  ex- 
ert themfelves  in  maintaining  the  peace  and  good 
order  of  the  country,  by  enforcing  obedience  to 
the  laws  and  lawful  authority. 

Never,  furcly,  had  any  fovereign  more  reafofi  to  Vigorous 
be  pleafed  with  the  conduct  of  his  minifters,  and  j^nTfor 
the  fpirit  of  his  people.  The  whole  nation  repofed  war. 
the  moft  unbounded  confidence  in  the  courage  and 
difcretion,  as  well  as  in  the  integrity  of  the  mini- 
fler,  who  feemed  eager  upon  profecuting  the  war 
with  fuch  vigour  and  activity,  as  appeared  almoft 
unexampled  in  the  annals  of  Great  Britain.  New 
levies  were 'made,  new  (hips  put  in  commifllon, 
frefh  expeditions  undertaken,  and  frelh  conquefts 
projected.  Such  was  the  credit,  of  the  adminiftra- 
tion,  that  people  fubfcribed  to  the  government- 
loans  with  furprifing  eagernefs.  An  unufual  fpirit 
of  enterprize  and  refolution,  feemed  to  infpire  all 
the  individuals  that  con ftitu ted  the  army  and  navy; 
and  the  paflion  for  military  fame  diffufed  itfelf 
through  all  ranks  in  the  civil  department  of  life, 
even  to  the  very  dregs  of  the  populace  :  fuch  a 
remarkable  change  from  indolence' to  activity,  from 
indifference  to  zeal,  from  timorous  caution  to  fear- 
lefs  execution,  was  effected  by  the  influence  and 
P  4  exanv 
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An.  1758.   example  of  an   intelligent  and  intrepid  m — ry 

who,  chagrined  at  the  inactivity  and  difgraces  of 
the  preceding  campaign,  had  on  a  very  folemn  oc- 
cafion,  lately  declared  his  belief,  that  there  was  a 
determined  refolution,  both  in  the  naval  and  mili- 
tary c rs,  againft  any  vigorous  exertion  of 

the  national  power  in  the  fervice  of  their  country. 
He  affirmed,  that  though  his  majefty  appeared 
ready  to  embrace  every  meafure  propofed  by  his 
minifters  for  the  honour  and  intereft  of  his  Britifh 
dominions,  yet  fcarce  a  man  could  be  found  with 
whom  the  execution  of  any  one  plan  in  which  there 
was  the  1-eaft  appearance  of  any  danger,  could  with 
confidence  be  truiled.  He  particularized  the  inac- 
tivity of  one  general  in  North  America,  from  whofe 
abilities  and  perfonal  bravery  the  nation  had  con- 
ceived great  expectations :  he  complained,  that 
this  noble  c r  had  expreffed  the  moft  con- 
temptuous difregardfor  the  civil  power,  from  which 
he  derived  his  authority,  by  neglecting  to  tranfmit, 
for  a  condderable  length  of  time,  any  other  advice 
of  his  proceedings  but  what  appeared  on  a  written 
fcrap  of  paper  :  he  obferved  that  with  a  force  by 
land  and  lea,  greater  than  ever  the  nation  had  here- 
tofore maintained,  with  a  king  and  miniftry  ar- 
dently defirous  of  redeeming  her  glory,  fuccour- 
ing  her  allies,  and  promoting  her  true  intereft,  a 
fhameful  diilike  to  fervice  every  where  prevailed, 
and  few  feemed  affected  'with  any  other  zeal  than 
that  of  afpiring  to  the  higheft  pofts,  2nd  grafping 
the  largeft  falaries.  The  cenfure  levelled  at  the 

c r  in  America  was  founded  onrriiftake  :  the 

in  activity  of  that  noble  1 — d  was  not  more  difap- 
pointing  to  the  miniftry  than  difagreeable  to  his 

own 
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own  inclination.  He  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  An.  1758. 
to  aniwer  the  expectation  of  the  public  •,  but  his 
hands  were  effectually* tied  by  an  abfolute  impofii- 
bility  of  fuccefs,  and  his  conduct  flood  juftified  in 
the  eyes  of  his  Sovereign.  A  particular  and  accu- 
rate detail  of  his  proceedings  he  tranfmitted  thro* 
a  canal,  which  he  imagined  would  have  directly 
conveyed  it  to  the  foot  of  the  throne  ;  but  the 
pacquet  was  faid  to  have  been  purpofely  intercepted 
and  fupprefTed.  Perhaps  he  was  not  altogether  ex- 
cufcable  for  having  correfponcied  fo  (lightly  with 
the  fecretary  of  ftate  •,  but  he  was  faid  to  have  gone 
abroad  in  full  perfuafion  that  the  miniftry  would 
be  changed,  and  therefore  his  affiduities  were  prin- 
cipally directed  to  the  great  perfonage,  who,  in 
that  cafe,  would  have  fuperintendedand  directed  all 
the  operations  of  the  army. 

All  forts  of  military  preparations  in  founderies,   j)eath  Of 
docks,  arlenals,  raifing  and  exercifing  troops,   and  the  prin- 
victualling  tranfports,  \vere  now  carried  on  \vith  ^ngCar°" 
fuch  diligence  and  diipatch,  as  feemed  to  promife 
an  exertion  that  would  foon  obliterate  the  difagree- 
able  remembrance  of  pad  difgrace.   The  beginning 
of  the  year  was,  however,  a  little  clouded  by  a  ge- 
neral concern  for  the  death  of  his  majefty's  third 
daughter  the  princefs  Caroline,  a  lady  of  the  mod 
exemplary  virtue  and  air.iable  character,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  forty-five,  fmcerely  regretted  as  a  pat- 
tern of  unaffected 'piety,  and  unbounded  benevo- 
lence. 

The  Britifh  cruifers  kept  the  fea  during  all  the  Succefs  of 
feverity  of  winter,   in  order  to  protect  the  com-  the.^ntlftl 

r     r      i  -       j  i_         r   i  cruifers. 

merce  of  the  kingdom,  and  annoy  that  or  the  ene- 
my.    They  exerted  themfelves  with  fuch  activity, 

and 
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An.  1758.  and  their  vigilance  was  attended  with  fuch  fuccefs, 
that  a  great  number  of  prizes  was  taken,  and  the 
trade  of  France  almoll  totally  extinguifried.  A 
very  gallant  exploit  was  atchieved  by  one  captain 
.Bray,  commander  of  the  Adventure,  a  frriali  armed 
vefTel  in  the  government's  fervice  :  falling  in  with 
the  Machauh,  a  large  privateer  of  Dunkirk,  near 
Dungenefs,  he  ran  her  aboard,  faftcned  her  bplt- 
fprit  to  his  capftan,  and  after  a  warm  engagement 
compelled  her  commander  to  fubmit.  A  French 
frigate  of  thirty- fix  guns  was  taken  by  captain 
Parker,  in  a  new  fir-mip  of  inferior  force.  Divers 
privateers  of  the  enemy  were  funk,  burned,  or 
taken  •,  and  a  great  number  of  merchant-fhips  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh. 

Nor  was  the  fuccefs  of  the  Britim  mips  of  war 
confined  to  the  Englifh  channel.  At  this  period 
the  board  of  admiralty  received  information  from 
admiral  Cotes,  in  Jamaica,  of  an  action  which  hap- 
pened off  the  ifland  of  Hilpaniola,  in  the  month 
of  October  of  the  preceding  year,  between  three 
Englifh  mips  of  war  and  a  French  fquadron.  Cap- 
tain Forreft,  an  officer  of  diftinguimed  merit  in  the 
fervice,  had,  in  the  fliip  Augufta,  failed  from  Port- 
Royal  in  Jamaica,  accompanied  by  the  Dread- 
nought and  Edinburgh,  under  the  command  of  the 
captains  Suckling  and  Langdon.  He  was  ordered 
to  cruize  off  Cape-Francois  ;  and  this  fervice  he 
literally  performed,  in  the  face  of  a  French  fqua- 
dron lately  arrived  at  that  place  from  the  coaft  of 
Africa.  The  commander,  piqued  at  feeing  himielf 
thus  infulted  by  an  inferior  armament,  reiblved  to 
come  forth  and  give  them  battle  -,  and  that  he 
might  either  take  them,  or  at  kafl  drive  them  out 
3  of 
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of  thefe  feas,  fo  as  to  afford  a  free  pafiage  to  a  great   An-  «758- 
number  of  merchant-fhips  then  lying  at  the  Cape, 
bound  for  Europe,  he  took  every  precaution  which 
he  thought  neceiTary  to  infure  fuccefs.     He  rein- 
forced his  fquadron  with  fome  florefhips,  mounted 
with  guns  and  armed  for  the  occafion,  and  fup- 
plied  the  deficiency  in  his  complements,  by  taking 
on  board  feamen  from  the  merchant-mips,  and  fol- 
diers  from  the  garrifon.    -Thus  prepared  he  weigh- 
ed anchor  and  flood  out  to  fea,   having  under  his 
command  four  large  mips  of  the  line,  and  three 
flout  frigates.     They  were  no  fooner   perceived 
advancing,  than  captain  Forreft  held  a  fhort  coun- 
cil with  his  two  captains.     <c  Gentlemen  (faid  he) 
you  know  our  own  flrength,  and  fee  that  of  the 
enemy  :    mall  we  give  them  battle  ?"      They  re- 
plying in  the  affirmative,   he  added,  "  Then  fight 
them  we  will  •,  there  is  no  time  to  be  loft  :  return 
to  your  jQiips,  and  get  them  ready  for  engaging." 
After  this  laconic  confutation  among  thefe  three 
gallant  officers,  they  bore  down  upon  the  French 
fquadron  without  further  hefitation,  and  between 
three  and  four  in  the  afternoon  the  action  began 
with  great  impetuofity.    The  enemy  exerted  them- 
felves  with  uncommon  fpirit,  confcious  that  their 
honour  was  peculiarly    at   flake,  and  that   they 
fought  in   fight,  as  it  were,  of  their  own  coafl, 
which  was  lined  with  people  expecting  to  fee  them 
return  in  triumph.     But  notwithftanding  all  their 
endeavours,  their  commodore,   after  having  fuf- 
tained  a  fevere  engagement  that  lafled  two  hours 
and  a  half,  found  his  fhip  in  fuch  a  mattered  condi- 
tion, that  he  made  fignal  for  one  of  his  frigates  to 
corne  and  tow  him  out  of  the  line.     His  example 

was 
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An.  1758.  was  followed  by  the  reft  of  his  fquadron,  which,  by 
this  affiftance,  with  the  favour  of  the  land  breeze 
and  the  approach  of  night,  made  Ihift  .to  accom- 
plifh  their  efcape  from  the  three  Britim  mips,  that 
were  too  much  difabled  in  their  mails  and  rigging 
to  profecute  their  victory.  One  of  the  French 
fquadron  was  rendered  altogether  unferviceable  for 
action  :  their  iofs  in  men  amounted  to  three  hun- 
dred killed,  and  as  many  wounded  ,  whereas  that 
of  the  Englim  did  not  much  exceed  one  third  of 
this  number.  Neverthelefs  they  were  fo  much 
damaged,  that,  being  unable  to  keep  the  fea,  they 
returned  to  Jamaica  j  and  the  French  commodore 
ieized  the  opportunity  of  failing  with  a  great  con- 
voy for  Europe. 

Attempt         This  gentleman,  whofe  name  was  Kerfin,  had 
I^rf'  'on  ^coure^  tne  coa^  °f  Guinea,    and  made  prize  of 
Cape-        feveral  Englifh  trading  (hips :    but  his  chief  aim 
coafl-caf-    was  to  reduce  the  caftle  at  Cape-coaft,  of  which 
coaftof      h^   ne  gained  pofTeffion,   the  other  fubordinate 
Africa.       forts  would   have  fubmitted  without  oppofition. 
When  Mr.  Bell,  the  governor  of  this  caftle,   re- 
ceived intelligence  that  M.   de  Kerfm  was  a  few 
leagues  to  windward,  and  certainly  intended  to  at- 
tack Cape-coaft,  his  whole  garrifon  did  not  exceed 
thirty  white  men,  exclufive  of  a  few  Mulatto  fol- 
diers :  his  flock  of  ammunition  was  reduced  to 
half  a  barrel  of  gunpowder  j  and  his  fortifications 
were  fo  crazy  and  in  confide  rable,  that,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  beft  engineers,  they  could  not  have 
•fuftained  for  twenty  minutes  the  fire  of  one  great 
fhip,  had  it  been  properly  directed  and  maintained. 
In  thefe  circumftances,   few  people  would   have 
dreamed *of  making  any  preparation  for  defence  : 

but 
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but  Mr.  Bell  entertained  other  fentiments,  and  ao  An- 17 
quitted  himfelf  with  equal  courage  and  diicretion. 
He  forthwith  procured  a  fupply  of  gunpowder,  and 
a  reinforcement  of  about  fifty  men,  from  certain 
trading  vefiels  that  happened  to  be  upon  that  pare 
of  the  coafl.  He  mounted  fome  Ipare  cannon 
upon  an  occafional  battery ;  and  alTembling  a  body 
of  twelve  hundred  negroes,  well  armed,  under  the 
command  of  their  chief,  on  whofc  attachment  he 
could  depend,  ordered  them  to  take  poft  at  the 
place  where  he  apprehended  the  enemy  would  ar> 
tempt  a  landing.  Thefe  precautions  were  hardly 
taken  when  the  French  fquadron  appeared,  and  in 
a  little  time  their  attack  began  :  but  they  met  with 
fuch  a  warm  reception,  that  in  lefs  than  two  hours 
they  defifted,  leaving  the  caftle  very  little  damaged, 
and  immediately  made  fail  for  the  Weft  Indies ; 
very  much  to  the  difappointment  and  mortification 
of  the  Dutch  officers  belonging  to  the  fort  of  El- 
mina,  in  the  fame  neighbourhood,  who  made  no 
fcruple  of  exprefiing  their  wiflies  publicly  in  favour 
of  the  French  commodore,  and  at  a  diftance  viewed 
the  engagement  with  the  molt  partial  eagernefs 
and  impatience.  M.  de  Kerfin  was  generally 
blamed  for  his  want  of  conduit  and  refolution  in 
this  attempt :  but  he  is  faid  to  have  been  deceived 
in  his  opinion  of -the  real  ftate  of  Cape-coaft-caftle, 
by  the  vigorous  and  refolute  exertion  of  the  gover- 
nor, and  was  apprehenfive  of  lofing  a  mad  in  the 
engagement  i  a  lofs  which  he  could  not  have  re- 
paired on  the  whole  coaft  of  Africa.  Had  the  fort 
of  Cape-coaft  been  reduced  on  this  cccafion,  in  ail 
probability  every  petty  republic  of  the  Negroes, 
fettled  under  the  protection  of  the  forts  on  the  Gold 

Coaft, 
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An.  1758.  Coaft,  would  have  revolted  from  the  Britifh  intc- 
reft  :  for  while  the  French  fquadron,  in  their  pro- 
grefs  along  fhore,  hovered  in  the  ofHng  at  Ana- 
maboe,  an  Englifh  fettlement  a  few  leagues  to 
windward  of  Cape-coaft,  John  Corrantee,  the  ca- 
boceiro,  chief  magiftrate  and  general  of  the  Blacks 
on  that  part  of  the  coaft,  whofe  adopted  ion  had 
a  few  years  before  been  carefled,  and  even  treated 
as  a  prince  in  England,  taking  it  for  granted  that 
this  enterprise  of  the  French  would  be  attended 
with  fuccefs,  actually  fent  fame  of  his  dependants 
with  a  prefent  of  refrefhments  for  their  commo- 
dore; the  delivery  of  which,  however,  was  pre- 
vented by  Mr.  Brew,  the  Englim  chief  of  the  fort, 
who  mattered  in  pieces  the  canoe  before  it  could 
be  launched,  and  threatened  with  his  cannon  to 
level  the  black  town  with  the  duft.  The  cabo- 
ceiro,  though  thus  anticipated  in  his  defign,  re- 
folved  to  be  among  the  firft  who  fhould  compli- 
ment Mr.  de  Kerfm  on  his  victory  at  Cape-coaft  ; 
and,  with  this  view,  prepared  an  ambafly  or  depu- 
tation to  go  thither  by  land  •,  but,  underftanding 
that  the  French  had  failed  in  their  attempt,  he 
fhifted  his  defign,  without  the  leaft  hefitation,  and 
difpatched  the  fame  ambaMy  to  Mr.  Bell,  whom 
he  congratulated  on  his  victory,  alluring  him  he 
had  kept  his  men  ready  armed  to  march  at  the  firft 
fummons  to  his  affi fiance. 

Remark-         The  courage  of  captain  Forreft  was  not  more 

able  fuc-     COnfpicuous  in  his  engagement  with  the  French 

cnptain       fquadron  near  Cape  Francois,  than  his  conduct  and 

Forreft.      fagacity  in  a  fubfequent  adventure  near  Port  au 

Prince,  a  French  harbour,  fituated  at  the  bottom 

of  a  bay  on  the  weftern  part  of  Hifpaniola,  behind 

the 


G  E  O  R  G  E    IT. 

the  fmall  iiland  of  Gonave.     After  Mr.  de  Kerfin  An 
had  taken  his  departure  from  Cape  Francois  for 
Europe,  admiral  Cotes,   heating  up  to  windward 
from  Port  Royal  in  Jamaica  with  three  fhips  of  the 
line,  received  intelligence  that  there  was  a,  French 
fleet  at  Port  au  Prince,  ready  to  fail  on  their  return 
to  Europe  :  captain  Forreft  then  prefented  the  ad- 
miral with  a  plan  for  an  attack  on  this  place,  and 
urged  it  earneftly.     This   however  was  declinedr 
and  captain  Forreft  directed  to  cruize  off  the  ifland 
Gonave  for  two  days  only,  the  admiral  enjoining, 
him  to  return  at  the  expiration  of  the  time,  and  re- 
join the  fquadron  at  Cape  Nicholas.     Accordingly 
captain  Forreft,   in  the  Augufta,  proceeded  up  the     4 
bay,  between  the  iiland  Gonave  and  Hifpaniola,  with 
a  view  to  execute  a  plan  which  he  had  himfelf  pro- 
jected. Next  day  in  the  afternoon,  tho'  he  perceived 
two  (loops,  he  forebore  chafing,  that  he  might  not 
rilque  a  difcovery  :  for  the  fame  purpofe  he  hoifted 
Dutch  colours,  and  difguifed  his  fbip  with  tarpaulins. 
At  five  in  the  afternoon  he  difcovered  feven  fail  of 
fliips  fleering  to  the  weft  ward,   and  hauled  from 
them  to  avoid  fufpicion  •,  but  at  the  approach  of 
night  gave  chace  with  all  the  fail  he  could  carry. 
About  ten  he  perceived  two  fail,  one  of  which  fired 
a  gun,  and  the  other  made  the  beft  of  her  way  for 
Leoganne,  another  harbour  in  the  bay.     At  this 
period  captain  Forreft  reckoned  eight  fail  to  lee- 
ward, near  another  port  called  Petit  Goave  :  coming 
up  with  the  fhip  which  had  fired  the  gun,  (he  fub- 
mitted  without  oppofition,  after  he  had  hailed  and 
told  her  captain  what  he  was,  produced  two  of  his 
forged  cannon,  and  threatened  to  fink  her  if  (he 
fhould  give  the  leaft  alarm,     He  forthwith  fhifted 

the 
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An.  1758.  theprifoners  from  this  prize,  and  placed  on  board 
of  her,  five  and  thirty  of  his  own  crew,  with  orders 
to  ftand  for  Petit  Goave,  and  intercept  any  of  the 
fleet  that  might  attempt  to  reach  that  harbour. 
Then  he  made  fail  after  the  reft,  and  in  .the  dawn 
of  the  morning,  finding  himfelf  in  the  middle  of 
their  fleet,  he  began  to  fire  at  them  all  in.  their^ 
turns,  as  he  could  bring  his  guns  to  bear  :  they  re- 
turned the  fire  for  fome  time  •  at  length  the  Mar- 
guerite, the  Solide,  and  the  Theodore  fkruck  tlvrir 
colours.  Thefe,  being  fecured,  were  afterwards 
ufed  in  taking  the  Maurice.  Le  Grand,  and  La 
Flore  :  the  Brilliant  alfo  fubmitted  ;  and  the  Mars 
made  fail  in  hope  of  efcaping  ;  but  the  Augufca 
coming  up  with  her  about  noon,  me  like  wife  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  victor.  Thus,  by  a  well- 
conducted  ftratagem,  a  whole  fleet  of  nine  fail  wt-re' 
taken  by  a  fmgle  iliip,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
four  or  five  harbours,  in  any  one  of  which  thsy 
would  have  found  immediate  fhelter  and  fecurity. 
The  prizes,  which  happened  to  be  richly  laden, 
were  fafely  conveyed  to  Jamaica,  and  there  fold 
at  public  auction  for  the  the  benefit  of  the  captors, 
who  may  fafely  challenge  hiftory  to  produce  fuch 
another  inflance  of  fuccefs. 

The  miniftry  having  determined  to  make  vigo- 
rous efforts  againft  the  enemy  in  North  America, 
admiral  Bofcawen  was  veiled  with  the  command  of 
the  fleet  deftined  for  that  fervice,  and  failed  from 
St.  Helen's  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  February, 
when  the  Invincible  of  feventy-four  guns,  one  of 
the  beft  ihips  that  conftituted  his  fquadron,  run 
aground  and  perimed^  but  her  men,  ftores,  and 
artillery  were  faved. 

In 
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'  In  the  courfe  of  the  fucceeJmg  month,  Sir  Ed-  An-  17S** 
ward  Hawke  fleered  into  the  bay  of  Bifcay  with  Commo- 
another  fquadron,  in  order  to  intercept  any  lupplies  ^or.e 
from  France  defigned  for  Cape-Breton  or  Canada ;   compels 
and  about  the  fame  time  the  town  of  Embden,  be-  theFrench 
longing  to  his  Pruflian  majefty,  which  had  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  was  fuddenly  re-  den. 
trieved  by   the  conduct  of  commodore  Holmes, 
flationed  on  that  coaft,  who  fent  iip  two  of  his 
fmall  {hips  to  anchor  in  the  river  between  Knok 
and  the   city.     The  garrifon,   amounting  to  three 
thoufand  feven  hundred  men,  finding  themfelves 
thus   cut  off  from  all  communication   with  "the 
country  below,  abandoned  the  place  with  great 
precipitation  •,  and   fbrrie  of  their  baggage  being 
lent  off  by  water,  was  taken  by  the  boats  which 
the  commodore  armed  for  that  purpofe. 

It  was  iri  the  fame  month  that  the  admiralty  re-  Succefs  of 
ceived  advice  of  another  advantage  by  fea,  which  admiril 
had  been  gained  by  admiral  Ofborne,  while  he 
cruifed  between  Cape  de  Gatt  and  Carthagena  on 
the  coaft  of  Spain.  On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
March  he  fell  in  with  a  French  fquadron,  com- 
manded by  the  marquis  du  Quefne,  confiftingof 
four  fliips,  namely,  the  Foudroyant  of  eighty 
guns,  the  Orphee  of  ftxty-four,  the  Oriflamme  of 
fifty,  and  the  Pleiade  frigate  of  twenty-four,  in 
their  pafiage  from  Toulon  to  reinforce  M.  de  la 
Clue,  who  had  for  fome  time  been  blocked  up  by 
admiral  Ofborne  in  the  harbour  of  Carthagena. 
The  enemy  no  fooner  perceived  the  Englifh  fqua- 
dron than  they  clifperfed,  and  fleered  different 
courfes  :  then  Mr.  Ofborne  detached  divers  fhips 
in  purfuit  of  each,  while  he  himfelf,  with  the  body. 
•NUMB.  XVI.  Q.  o£ 
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An.  1758.  of  his  fleet,  flood  off  for  the  bay  of  Carthagena  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  French  fquadron  which, 
there  lay  at  anchor.    About  feven  in  the  evening; 
the  Orphee,  having  on  board   five   hundred  men,, 
ftruck  to  captain  Storr  in  the  Revenge,  who  loft 
the  calf  of  one  leg  in  the   engagement,  during, 
which  he  was  fuftained  by  the  Ihips  Berwick  and 
Prefton.      The   Monmouth  of    fi^ty-four  guns, 
commanded  by  captain  Gardener,  engaged  theFour 
dcoyant,  one  of  the  largeft  (hips  in  the  French  na- 
vy, mounted  with  fouricore  cannon,  and  contain- 
ing eight  hundred  men,  under  the  direction  of  the 
marquis  du  Quefne.     The  action  was  maintained 
with  great  fury  on  both  fides,  and  the  gallant  cap- 
tain Gardener  loft  his  life  :  neverthekfs  the  fight 
was  continued  with  unabating  vigour  by  his  lieu- 
tenant Mr.  Carkett,   and  the  Foudroyant  difabled 
in  fuch  a  manner,   that  her  commander  ftruck  as 
,Jbon  as  the  other  Englifh  fliips,  the  Swiftfure  and 
the  Hampton- court,  appeared.     This  mortifying 
ftep,  however,  he  did  not  take  until  he  faw  his  fhip 
lie  like  a  wreck  upon  the  water,  and  the  decks  co- 
vered with  carnage.    The  Oriflamme  was  drivers  or* 
fhore  under    the  caftle  of  Aiglos,  by  the  ihips- 
Montague   and   Monarque,   commanded  by    the 
captains  Rowley  and  Montague,   who  could  not 
complete  their  deftruction  without  violating   the 
neutrality  of  Spain.      As  for  the  Pleiade  frigater 
flic  made  her  efcape  by  being  a  prime  failor. 

This  was  a  fevere  ftroke  upon  the  enemy,  who 
not  only  loft  two  of  their   capital   fhips,  but  faw 
them  added  to  the  navy  of  Great  Britain  ;  and 
ke road  of  the  difafter  was  clofe  followed  by  another,  which 
<lue°      they  could  not  help  feeling  with  equal  fenfibility 

of 
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of  mortification  and  chagrin.  In  the  beginning  of  An-  '75*' 
April,  Sir  Edward  Hawke  (leering  with  his  fqua- 
dron  into  BafqUe-road,  on  the  coaft  of  Poielou, 
difcovered  off  the  ifle  of  Aix  a  French  fleet  at  an- 
chor, confiding  of  five  fhips  of  the  line,  with  fix 
frigates,  and  forty  tranfports,  having  on  board 
three  thoufand  troops,  and  a  large  quantity  of 
(lores  and  provifiori,  intended  as  a  fupply  for  their 
fettlements  in  North  America.  They  no  fooner 
faw  the  Englifli  admiral  advancing,  than  they  be- 
gan to  flip  their  cables  and  fly  in  the  utmofl  con- 
fufion.  Some  of  them  efcaped  to  fea,  but  the 
greater  number  ran  into  fhoal  water,  where  they 
could  not  be  purfued  ;  and  next  morning  they  ap- 
peared aground,  lying  on  thdr  broadfides.  Sir  Ed- 
ward Hawke,  who  had  rode  all  night  at  anchor 
abreaft  of  the  ifle  of  Aix,  furnifhed  the  fhips  In* 
trepid  andMedway  with  trufty  pilots,  and  fent  them 
farther  in  when  the  flood  began  to  make,  with  or- 
ders to  found  a-head,  that  he  might  know  whether 
there  was  any  poflibility  of  attacking  the  enemy  •, 
but  the  want  of  a  fufficient  depth  of  water  ren- 
dered this  fcheme  impracticable.  In  the  mean  time 
the  French  threw  overboard  their  cannon,  (lores, 
and  ballad  •,  and  boats  and  launches  from  Roche* 
fort,  were  employed  in  carrying  out  warps  to  drag 
their  (hips  through  the  foft  mud,  as  foon  as  they 
(hould  be  waterborne  by  the  flowing  tide.  By 
thefe  means  their  large  fhips  of  war,  and  many  of* 
their  tranfports  efcaped  into  the  river  Charente  j 
but  their  loading  was  loft,  and  the  end  of  their 
equipment  totally  defeated.  Another  convoy  of* 
merchant  mips,  under  the  protection  of  three  fri- 
gates. Sir  Edward  Hawke,  a  few  days  before,  had 
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chaced  into  the  harbour  of  St.  Martin's  on  the  ifle 
of  Rhe,  where  they  Hill  remained,  waiting  an  op- 
portunity for  hazarding  a  iecond  departure  :  a. 
third,  confiding  of  twelve  fail,  bound  from  Bour- 
deaux  to  Quebec,  under  convoy  of  a  frigate  and 
armed  vefiel,  was  encountered  at  fea  by  one  Britifh 
fhip  of  the  line  and  two  firtfhips,  which  took  the 
frigate  and  armed  veffel,  and  two  of  the  convoy 
afterwards  met  with  the  fame  fate  ;  but  this  advan- 
tage was  over-balanced  by  the  lofs  of  captain  James 
Hume,  commander  of  the  Pluto  firemip,  a  brave 
accompli  (lied  officer,  who,  in  an  unequal  combat 
with  the  enemy,  refufed  to  quit  the  deck  even 
when  he  was  difabled,  and  fell  glorioufly  covered 
with  wounds,  exhorting  the  people  with  his  lateft 
breath,  to  continue  the  engagement  while  the  Ihip 
could  fwim,  and  acquit  themfelves  with  honour  in 
the  fervice  of  their  country. 

On  the  twenty  ninth  day  of  May  the  Ratfona- 
ble,  a  French  fhip  of  the  line,  mounted  with  fixty- 
four  cannon,  having  on  board  fix  hundred  and 
thirty  men,  commanded  by  the  prince  de  Mom- 
bazon  chevalier  de  Rohan,  was,  in  herpaifage  from 
Port  1'Orient  to  Brefl,  attacked  by  captain  Dennis 
in  the  Dorfetfhire  of  feventy  guns,  and  taken  after 
an  obftinate  engagement,  in  wh;ch  one  hundred 
and  fixty  men  of  the  prince's  complement  were 
killed  or  wounded,  and  he  fuftained  great  damage 
in  his  hull,  fails,  and  rigging.. 

Thefe  fuccefTes  were  moreover  chequered  by  the 
tidings  of  a  lamentable  difafter  that  brfel  the  (hip 
Prince  George  of  eighty  guns,  commanded  by 
rear  admiral  Brodcrick,  in  his  ua'fage  to  the  Medi- 
terranean, On  the  thirteenth  day  of  April,  be- 
tween 
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tween  one  and  two  in  the  afternoon,  a  dreadful  fire  An-  '75* 
broke  out  in  the  fore-part  of  the  (hip,  and  raged 
with  fuch  fury,  that  notwithftanding  all  the  efforts 
of  the  officers  and  men  for  feveral  hours,  the 
flames  increafed,  and  the  {hip  being  confumed  to 
the  water-edge,  the  remnant  funk  about  fix  o'clock 
in  the  evening.  The  horror  and  confirmation  of 
fuch  a  fcene  are  not  eafily  defcribed.  When  all  en- 
deavours proved  fruitlefs,  and  no  hope  of  preferv- 
ing  the  (hip  remained,  the  barge  was  hoifted  out 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  admiral,  who  entered  it 
accordingly  •,  but  all  diftinction  of  perfons  being 
now  abolifhed,  the  feamen  rulhed  into  it  in  fuch 
crowds,  that  in  a  few  moments  it  overfet.  The 
admiral  fordeeing  that  this  would  be  the  'cafe, 
flripped  off  his  cloaths,  and  committing  himfelf 
to  the  mercy  of  the  waves,  was  faved  by  the 
Ipoat  of  a  merchant  fhip,  after  he  had  fuftained 
himfelf  in  the  fea  a  full  hour  by  fwimming.  Cap- 
tain Payton,  who  was  the  fecond  in  command,  re- 
mained upon  the  quarter-deck  as  long  as  it  was 
poffible  to  keep  that  flation,  and  then  defcending 
by  the  ftern  ladder,  had  the  good  fortune  to  be 
taken  into  a  boat  belonging  to  the  iloop  Alderney. 
The  hull  of  the  Ihip,  mads,  and  rigging,  were  now 
in  a  blaze,  burfting  tremendous  in  feveral  parts 
through  horrid  clouds  of  fmoak :  nothing  was 
beard  but  the  crackling  of  the  flames,  mingled 
with  the  ^difmal  cries  of  terror  and  diffraction  ; 
nothing  was  feen  but  acts  of  frenzy  and  defpera- 
tion.  The  miferable  wretches,  affrighted  at  the 
horrors  of  fuch  a  conflagration,  fought  a  fate  lefs 
dreadful  by  plunging  into  the  fea  •,  and  about  three 
hundred  men  were  preferved  by  the  boats  belong- 
ed. 3 


HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

ing  to  fome  fhips  that  accompanied  the  admiral  in 
his  voyage,  but  five  hundred  perifhed  in  the  ocean. 

The  king  of  Great  Britain,  being  determined  tq 
renew  his  attempt  upon  the  coaft  of  France,  or- 
dered a  very  formidable  armament  to  be  equipped 
for  that  purpofe.  Two  powerful  fquadrons  by  fea 
were  deftined  for  the  fervices  of  this  expedition : 
the  firft,  confiding  of  eleven  great  fhips,  was  com- 
manded by  Lord  Anfon  and  Sir  Edward  Hawke : 
the  other,  compofed  of  four  mips  of  the  line,  feven 
frigates,  fix  floops,  two  firemips,  two  bombs,  ten 
cutters,  twenty  tenders,  ten  ftoreihips,  and  one 
hundred  tranfports,  was  put  under  the  direction  of 
commodore  Howe,  who  had  fignalized  himfelf  by 
his  gallantry  and  conduct  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft 
fruitlefs  expedition.  The  plan  of  a  defcent  upon 
France  having  been  adopted  by  the  rrfmiftry,  a 
body  of  troops,  confifting  of  fixteen  regiments, 
nine  troops  of  light  horfe,  and  fix  thoufand  ma- 
rines, was  aflembled  for  the  execution  of  this  de- 
fign,  and  embarked  under  the  command  of  the 
duke  of  Marlborough ;  a  nobleman,  who  though 
he  did  not  inherit  all  the  military  genius  of  his 
grandfather,  yet  far  excelled  him  in  the  amiable 
and  focial  qualities  of  the  heart:  he  was  brave  be- 
yond all  queflion,  generous  to  profufion,  and  good- 
natured  to  excefs.  On  this  occafion,  he  was  affifled 
by  the  counfels  of  lord  George  Sackville,  fecond 
in  command,  fon  to  the  duke  of  Dorfet ;  an  officer 
of  experience  and  reputation,  who  had,  in  the  civil 
departments  of  government,  exhibited  proofs  of 
extraordinary  genius  and  uncommon  application. 
The  troops,  having  for  fome  time  been  encamped 
upon  the  Me  of  Wight,  were  embarked  in  the  lat- 
ter 
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ter  -end  of  May,  and  the  two  fleets  failed  in  the   An- 
'beginning  of  June  for  the  coaft  of  Bretagne,  leaving 
the  people  of  England  flufhed  with  the   gayeft 
hopes  of  victory  and  conqueft. 

The  two  fleets  parted  at  fea:  lord  Anfon  with 
his  fquadron  proceeded  to  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  in  of-   at  Can- 
<ler  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy's  (hips,  and   the^eim- 
harrafs  their  navigation  *  while  commodore  Howe  barkation 
with  the  land-forces  fteered  directly  towards  St.  ^  * 
Malo,  a  ftrong  place  of  confiderable  commerce, 
Fituated  on  the  coaft  of  Bretagne,  againft  which 
the  purpofed   invafion   feemed  to  be  chiefly  in- 
tended.    The  town,  however,  was  found  too  well 
fortified,  both  by  art  and  nature,  to  admit  of  any 
attempt  by  fea,  with  any  profpect  of  fuccefs  y  and 
therefore  it  was  refolved  to  make  a  defcent  in  the 
neighbourhood.     After  the  fleet  had  been,  by  con- 
trary winds,  detained  feveral  days  in  fight  of  the 
French  coaft,  it  arrived  in  the  bay  of  Cancalle, 
about  two  leagues  to  the  eaft  ward  of  St.  Malo-,  and 
Mr.  Howe  having  fiknced  a  fmall  battery,  which 
the  enemy,  had  occafio-nally  raifed  upon  the  beach, 
the  troops  were  landed,  without  farther  oppofition, 
on  the  fixth  day  of  June.     The  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough  immediately  began  his  march  towards  St. 
Servan,  with  a  vkw  to  deftroy  fuch  (hipping  and 
magazines  as  might  be  in  any  acoeflible  parts  of 
the  river  ;  and  this  fchemc  was  executed  with  fuc- 
cefs.    A  great  quantity  of  naval  ftores,  two  (hips 
of  war,  feveral  privateers,  and  about  fourfcore  vel- 
fels  of  different  forts,  were  feton  fire,  and  reduced 
to  afhes,  almoft  under  the  cannon  of  the  place, 
which,  however,  they  could  not  pretend  to  befiege 
in  form.     His  grace,  having  received  repeated  ad- 
vices that  the  enemy  were  bufily  employed  in  af- 

iembling 
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An.  1758.  fembling  forces  to  march  againft  him,  returned  to 
Cancalle  ;  where  Mr.  Howe  had  made  iuch  a 
mafterly  difpofition  of  the  boats  and  tranfports, 
that  the  reimbarkation  of  the  troops  was  performed 
with  furprifmg  eafe  and  expedition.  The  forces, 
while  they  remained  on  ihore,  were  reftrained- from 
all  outrages  by  the  moil  fevere  difcipline  •,  and  the 
French  houfes,  which  their  inhabitants  had  aban- 
doned, were  left  untouched.  Immediately  after 
their  landing,  the  duke  of  Maryborough,  as  com- 
mander in  chief,  published  and  diftributed  a  mani- 
fefto,  addrefted  to  the  people  of  Bretagne,  giving 
them  to  underflaad,  that  his  defcent  upon  the  coaft 
was  not  effected  with  a  defjgn.to  make  war  on  the 
inhabitants  of  the  open  country,  except  fuch  as 
fhould  be  found  in  arms,  or  otherwife  oppofmg 
the  operations  of  his  Britannic  majefty :  that  ajl 
who  were  willing  to  remain  in  peaceable  pofleflion 
of  their  effects,  might  flay  unmolefled  in  their 
refpective  dwellings,  and  follow  their  ufual  occu- 
pations :  that,  befides  the  cuftoms  and  taxes  they 
ufed  to  pay  to  their  own  king,  nothing  Ihould  be 
required  of  them  but  what  was  abfolutely  neceffary 
for  the  fubfiflence  of  the  army:  and  that,  for  all 
provifions  brought  in,  they  fhould  be  payed  in 
ready  money.  He  concluded  this  notice  with  de- 
claring, that  if,  notwithstanding  thefe  afTurances  of 
protection,  they  Ihould  carry  off  their  effects  and 
provifions,  and  abandon  the  places  of  their  habi- 
'  .  "tation,  he  would  treat  them  as  enemies,  and  de- 
.flroy  their  houfes  with  fire  and  fword.  To  the  ma- 
giftracy  of  St.  Malo  he  likewife  fent  a  letter,  im- 
porting, that  as  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns 
and  villages  between  Dinant,  Rennes,  and  Doll, 
jiow  in  his  poffeffion,  had  deferred  their  habita- 
tion s 


G  E  O  R  G  E    II.  *49 

tions,  probably  to  avoid  the  payment  of  the  ufual  An.  1758. 
contributions;  and  he  being  informed,  that  the 
magiftrates  had  compelled  the  people  of  the  coun- 
try to  retire  into  the  town  of  St.  Malo,  he  now 
gave  them  notice,  that  if  they  did  not  immediately 
fend  them  back  to  their  houles,  and  come  them- 
felves  to  his  head-quarters  to  fettle  the  contribu- 
tions, he  mould  think  himfelf  obliged  to  proceed 
to  military  execution.  Thefe  threats,  however, 
were  not  put  in  force,  although  the  magiftrates 
of  St,  Malo  did  not  think  proper  to  comply  with 
his  injunction. 

But  it  was  found  altogether  impoffible  to  pre- 
,vent  irregularities  among  troops  that  were  natural- 
ly licentious.  Some  houfes  were  pillaged,  and  not 
without  acts  of  barbarity  :  but  thpie  offenders  were 
brought  to  immediate  juftice  ;  and  it  muft  be 
owned,  as  an  inconteftable  proof  of  the  general's 
humanity,  that  in  deftroying  the  magazines  of  the 
enemy  at  St.  Servan,  which  may  be  termed  the 
fuburhs  of  St.  Malo,  he  ordered  one  fmall  ftore- 
houie  to  be  fpared,  becaufe  it  could  not  be  fet  on 
fire  without  endangering  the  whole  diftrict. 

The  Britifh  forces  being  reimbarked,  including 
about  five  hundred  light  horfe,  which  had  been  d if- 
ciplined  and  carried  over  with  a  view  to  fcour  the 
country,  the  fleet  was  detained  by  contrary  winds 
in  the  bay  of  Cancalle  for  feveral  days ;  during 
which  a  defign  feems  to  have  been  formed  for  at- 
tacking Granviile,  which  had  been  reconnoitred  by 
fome  of  the  engineers:  but,  in  confequence  of 
their  report,  the  fcheme  was  laid  afide,  and  the 
fleet  flood  out  to  fea,  where  it  was  expofed  to  fome 
rough  weather,  In  a  few  days,  the  wind  blowing 

in 
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Aft.  1758.  in  a  northern  direction,  they  fleered  again  towards 
the  French  coaft,  and  ran  in  with  the  land  near 
Havre  de  Grace,  where  the  flat- bottomed  boats, 
provided  for  landing,  were  hoifted  out,  and  a  fe- 
cond  difembarkation  expected.  But  the  wind 
blowing  violently  towards  the  evening,  the  boats 
were  refhipped,  and  the  fleet  obliged  to  quit  the 
land,  in  order  to  avoid  the  dangers  of  a  lee-fhore. 
Next  day,  the  weather  being  more  moderate,  they 
returned  to  the  fame  ftation,  and  orders  were  given  to 
prepare  for  a  defcent ;  but  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
having  taken  a  view  of  the  coaft  in  an  open  cutter, 
accompanied  by  commodore  Howe,  thought  pro- 
per to  wave  the  attempt  Their  next  ftep  was  to 
bear  away  before  the  wind  for  Cherbourg,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  which  place  the  fleet  came  to  an- 
chor. Here  fome  of  the  tranfports  received  the 
fire  of  fix  different  batteries  ;  and  a  confiderable 
body  of  troops  appeared  in  arms,  to  difpute  the 
landing  :  neverthelefs  the  general  refolved  that  the 
forts  Querqueville,  L'hommet,  and  Gallet,  Ihould 
be  attacked  in  the  night  by  the  firft  regiment  of 
guards.  The  foldiers  were  actually  diftributed  in 
the  flat-bottomed  boats,  and  every  preparation 
made  for  this  enterprize,  when  the  wind  began  to 
blow  with  fuch  violence,  that  the  troops  could  not 
be  landed  without  the  moft  imminent  danger  and 
difficulty ;  nor  properly  fuftained,  in  cafe  of  a  re- 
pulfe,  even  if  the  difembarkation  could  have  been 
effected.  This  attempt  therefore  was  laid  afide ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  a  refoiution  taken  to  ftand  in 
towards  the  fhore  with  the  whole  fleet,  to  cover  a 
general  landing.  A  difpofition  was  made  accord- 
ingly j  but  the  ftorm  increafing,  the  tranfports  ran 

foul 
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foul  of  each  other-,  and  the  (hips  were  expofed  to   An,i7S*. 
all  the  perils  of  a  lee-fhore  ;  for  the  gale  blew  di- 
rectly upon  the  coaft :  befides,  the  provilion  began 
to  fail,  and  the  hay  for  the  horfes  was  almoft  con- 
iumed.     Thefe   concurring  reafons   induced   the 
commanders  to  poftpone  the  difembarkation  to  a 
more  favourable  opportunity.     The  fleet  ftood  out  The  fleet 
to  fea,  the  tempeil  abated,  they  fleered  for  the  Ifle  '£%£!* 
of  Wight,  and  next  day  anchored  at  St.  Helen's.      ten's. 

Such  was  the  iflue  of  an  enterprise  atchieved  Remarks 
with  confiderable  iuccefs,   if  we  confider  the  da-  on  *f  <* 
rnage  done  to  the  enemy's  (hipping,  and  the  other  pe( 
objects  which  the  miniftry  had  in  view ;  namely, 
to  fecure  the  navigation  of  the  channel,  and  make 
a  diverfion  in  favour  of  German  allies,  by  alarm* 
ing  the  French  king,  and  obliging  him  to  employ 
3,  great  number  of  troops  to  defend  his  coaft  from 
intuit  and  invafion  :  but  whether  fuch  a  mighty  ar- 
mament was  neceflary  for  the  accomplifhment  of 
thefe  petty  aims,  and  whether  the  fame  armament 
might   not    have   been   employed    in    executing 
fchemes  of  infinitely  greater  advantage  to  the  na- 
tion, we  mail  leave  to  the  judicious  reader's  own 
reflection. 

The  defigns  upon  the  coaft  of  France,  though  Another 
interrupted  by  tempeftuous  weather,  were  not  as 
yet  laid  afide  for  the  whole  feafon :  but,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  troops  were  difembarked  on  the 
Ifle  of  Wight  •,  and  one  brigade  marched  to  the 
northward,  to  join  a  body  of  troops  with  which  the 
government  refolved  to  augment  the  army  of  the 
allies  in  Germany,  commanded  by  prince  Ferdinand 
of  Brunfwic.  The  duke  of  Marlborough  and  lord 
George  Sackville  being  appointed  to  conduct  this 

Britiib 
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An,  1758.  Britim  corps  upon  the  continent,  the  command  of 
the  marine  expeditions  devolved  to  lieutenant- 
general  Bligh,  an  old  experienced  officer,  who  had 
lerved  with  reputation ;  and  his  royal  highnefs 
prince  Edward,  afterwards  created  duke  of  York^ 
entered  as  a  volunteer  with  commodore  Howe,  in 
order  to  learn  the  rudiments  of  the  iea-fervice. 
The  Bri-  The  remainder  of  the  troops  being  reimbarked, 
l^dratPS  and  every  thing  prepared  for  the  fecond  expedi- 
Cher-  tion,  the  fleet  failed  from  St.  Helen's  on  the  firft 
fcourg.  of  Auguft ;  and  after  a  tedious  paffage,  from  calms 
and  contrary  winds,  anchored  on  the  feventh  in  the 
bay  of  Cherbourg.  By  this  time  the  enemy  had 
intrenched  themfelves  within  a  line,  extending  from 
the  fort  Ecoeurdeville,  whi.h  {lands  about  two 
miles  to  the  weftward  of  Cherbourg,  along  the 
coaft  for  the  fpace  of  four  miles,  fortified  with  fe- 
veral  batteries  at  proper  diftances.  Behind  this 
retrenchment  a  body  of  horfe  and  infantry  appeared 
in  red  and  blue  uniform  ;  but  as  they  did  not  ad- 
vance to  the  open  beach,  the  lefs  rifque  was  run  in 
landing  the  Britifh  forces.  At  firft  a  bomb-ketch 
had  been  fent  to  anchor  near  the  town,  and  throw 
fome  fhells  into  the  place,  as  a  feint  to  amufe  the 
enemy,  and  deceive  them  with  regard  to  the  place 
of  difembarkation  j  while  the  general  had  deter- 
mined to  land  about  a  league  to  the  weftward  of 
Quercjueville,  the  moft  weflern  fort  in  the  bay. 
The  other  bomb-ketches,  being  pofted  along  fhore, 
did  considerable  execution  upon  the  intrenchments, 
not  only  by  throwing  fhells  in  the  ufual  way,  but 
alfo  by  ufmg  ball- mortars,  filled  with  great  quan- 
tities of  balls,  which  may  be  thrown  to  a  great  dif- 
t.ance,  and,  by  Scattering  as  they  fly,  do  abundance 
5  of 
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of  mifchief.  While  thefe  ketches  fired  without  An.  17581 
ceafing,  the  grenadiers  and  guards  were  rowed  re- 
gularly alhore  in  the  flat- bottomed  boats,  and, 
landing  without  oppofition,  inflantly  formed  on  a 
fmall  open  portion  of  the  beach,  with  a  natural 
breaftwork  in  their  front,  having  on  the  other  fide 
a  hollow  way,  and  a  village  rifing  beyond  it  with 
a  fudden  afcent ;  on  the  left,  the  ground  was  inter- 
fefted  by  hedges,  and  covered  with  orchards,  and 
from  this  quarter  the  enemy  advanced  in  order.  The 
Britifti  troops  immediately  quitted  the  bread-work, 
in  order  to  meet  them  half*  way,  and  a  ftraggling 
fire  began  ;  but  the  French  edging  to  the  left, 
took  pofleflion  of  the  hill,  from  whence  they  pi- 
queered  with  the  advanced  polls  of  the  Engliih.  • 

In  the  mean  time  the  reft  of  the  infantry  were 
difembarked,  and  the  enemy  at  night  retired.  As 
the  light  troops  were  not  yet  landed,  general  Bligh 
encamped  that  night  at  the  village  of  Erville, 
on  a  piece  of  ground  that  did  not  extend  above 
four  hundred  paces  j  fo  that  the  tents  were  pitched 
in  a  crowded  and  irregular  manner.  Next  morn- 
ing the  general  having  received  intelligence,  that 
no  parties  of  the  enemy  were  feen  moving  on  the 
hill,  or  in  the  plain,  and  that  Fort  Querqueville 
was  entirely  abandoned,  made  a  difpofition  for 
marching  in  two  columns  to  Cherbourg.  An  ad- 
vanced party  took  immediate  poflefiion  of  Quer- 
queville j  and  the  lines  and  batteries  along  the 
fhore  were  now  deferted  by  the  enemy. 

The  Britifh  forces  marching  behind  St.  Aulne,   Takepof- 
Ecoeurdeville,  Hommet,  and  la  Galet,  found  the  fefii°n  of 
town  of  Cherbourg  likewife  abandoned,,  and  the 
gates  being  open,  entered  it  without  oppofition. 

The   ^arbour. 
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An.  1758.  The  citizens,  encouraged  by  a  manifefto  contain- 
ing a  promife  of  protection,  which  had  been  pub- 
lilhed  and  diflributed  in  order  to  quiet  their  appre- 
henfions,  received  their  new  guefts  with  a  good 
grace,  overwhelming  them  with  civilities,  forwhich 
they  met  with  a  very  ungrateful  return  ;  for  as  the 
bulk  of  the  army  was  not  regularly  encamped  and 
fuperintended,  the  foldiers  were  at  liberty  to  in^ 
dulge  themfelves  in  riot  and  licentioufnefs.  All 
night  long  they  ravaged  the  adjacent  country  with- 
out reftraint  ;  and  as  no  guards  had  been  regularly 
placed  in  the  ftreets  and  avenues  of  Cherbourg* 
to  prevent  diforders,  the  town  itfelf  was  not  ex- 
empted from  pillage  and  brutality.  Thefe  outrages, 
however,  were  no  fooner  known,  than  the  general 
took  immediate  Heps  for  putting  a  flop  to  them  for 
the  prefeHt,  and  preventing  all  irregularities  for 
the  future.  Next  morning  the  place  being  recon- 
noitred, he  determined  to  deftroy,  without  delay, 
all  the  forts  and  the  bafon  •,  and  the  execution  of 
this  defign  was  left  to  the  engineers,  afflfted  by  the 
officers  of  the  fleet  and  artillery.  Great  fums  o/ 
money  had  been  expended  upon  the  harbour  and 
bafon  of  Cherbourg,  which  at  one  time  was  connV 
dered  by  the  French  court  as  an  object  of  great  im- 
portance, from  its  fituation  refpe6ling  the  river 
Seine,  as  well  as  the  oppofite  coaft  of  England-,  but 
as  the  works  were  left  unfinifhed,  in  all  appearance 
the  plan  had  grown  into  difreputation.  The  enemy 
had  raifed  feveral  unconnected  batteries  along  the 
bay,  but  the  town  itfelf  was  quite  open  and  de- 
fencelefs.  While  the  engineers  were  employed  in- 
demolifhing  the  works,  the  light  horfe  icoured  the 
country,  and  detachments  were  every  day  fent  out 
2  towards 
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towards  Walloign,  at  the  diftance  of  four  leagues  An- !7S* 
from  Cherbourg,  where  the  enemy  were  encamped, 
and  every  hour  received  reinforcements.  Several 
fkirmifhes  were  fought  by  the  out-parties  of  each 
army,  in  one  of  which  Capt.  Lindiay,  a  gallant 
young  officer,  who  had  been  very  inftrumental  in 
training  the  light  horfe,  was  mortally  wounded. 
The  harbour  and  bafon  of  Cherbourg  being  de- 
itroyed,  together  with  all  the  forts  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  about  twenty  pieces  of  brafc  can- 
non fecured  on  board  the  Englifli  (hips  ;  a  contri- 
bution, amounting  to  about  three  thoufand  pounds 
fterling,  was  exacted  upon  the  town  ;  and  a  plan  of 
reimbarkation  concerted,  as  it  appeared  from  the 
reports  of  peafants  and  deferters,  that  the  enemy 
were  already  encreafed  to  a  formidable  number.  A 
flight  intrenchment  being  raifed,  fufficient  to  de- 
fend the  laft  divifion  that  mould  be  reimbarked, 
the  (tores  and  artillery  were  (hipped,  and  the  light 
horfes  conveyed  on  board  their  rcipective  tranfports* 
by  means  of  platforms  laid  in  the  flat-bottomed  vef~ 
fels.  Ort  the  fixteenth  day  of  Auguft,  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  forces  marched  from 
Cherbourg  down  to  the  beach,  and  reimbarked  at 
Fort  Galet,  without  the  leaft  dilturbance  from  the 
enemy. 

This  fervice  being  happily  performed^  the  fleet  Another 
fet  fail  for  the  coaft  of  England,  and  anchored  in  J"^!** 
the  road  of  Weymouth,   under  the  high  land  of  ward  of 
Portland.     In  two  days  it  weighed  and  flood  again   St- 
to  the  fouthward  ;  but  was  obliged,   by  contrary 
winds,  to  return  to  the  fame  riding.     The  fecond 
effort,  however,  was  more  effectual.     The  fleet, 
wkh  fome  difficulty,  Kept  the  fea,  and  fleering  to 

the 
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An.  1758.  the  French  coaft,  came  to  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Sc, 
Lunaire,  two  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  St.  Malo, 
againft  which  it  was  determined  to  make  another 
attempt.  The  (loops  and  ketches  being  ranged 
along- fhore  to  cover  thexlifembarkation,  the  troops 
landed  on  a  fair  open  beach,  and  a  detachment  of 
grenadiers  was  fent  to  the  harbour  of  St.  -Briac, 
above  the  town  of  St.  Malo,  where  they  deilroyed 
about  fifteen  fmall  vefTels :  but  St.  Malo  nfelf  be- 
ing properly  furveyed,  appeared  to  be  above  jn- 
fult,  either  from  the  land -forces  or  the  fnipping. 
The  month  of  the  river  that  forms  its  bafon  extends 
above  two  miles  in  breadth  at  its  narrowed  part,  fo  as 
to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  land-batteries;  and  the  en- 
trance is  defended  by  fuch  forts  and  batteries,  as 
the  mips  of  war  could  not  pretend  to  filence,  con- 
iidering  the  difficult  navigation  of  the  channel : 
befides  fifty  pieces  of  large  cannon  planted  on  thefe 
forts  and  batteries,  the  enemy  had  mounted  forty 
on  the  weft  fide  of  the  town  ;  and  the  bafon  was, 
moreover,  ftrengthened  by  feven  frigates  or  armed 
veffels,  whofe  guns  might  have  been  brought  to 
bear  upon  any  batteries  that  could  be  raifed  on 
fhore,  as  well  as  upon  mips  entering  by  the  ufual 
Channel.  For  thefe  fubftantial  reafons  the  defign 
againft  St.  Malo  was  dropped  ;  but  fhe  general 
being  unwilling  to  reimbark  without  having  taken 
fome  ftep  for  the  further  annoyance  of  the  ene- 
my, refolved  to  penetrate  into  the  country,  con- 
ducting his  motions,  however,  fo  as  to  be  near 
tfie  fleet,  which  had,  by  this  time,  quitted  the  bay 
of  St.  Lunaire,  where  it  could  not  ride  with  any 
fafety,  and  anchored  in  the  bay  of  St.  Cas,  about 
three  leagues  to  die  weftward. 

On 
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On  Friday  the  eighth  of  September,  general  Am  17&* 
Bligh,  with  his  little  army,  began  his  march  for  The  En 
Guildo  at  the  diftance  of  nine  miles,  which  he  lifh  troops 
reached  in  the  evening  :  next  day  he  crofled  a  lit-  penetrate 
tie  gut  or  inlet  of  the  lea,  at  low  water,  and  his  country. 
troops  being  incommoded  by  the  peafartts,  who 
fired  at  them  from  hedges  and  houfes,  he  fent  a 
prieft  with  a  ineffage,  intimating,  that  if  they  ihould 
not  defift  he  would  reduce  their  houfes  to  ames. 
No  regard  being  payed  to  this  intimation,  the 
houfes  were  actually  fet  on  fire  as  ibon  as  the  troop*, 
had  formed  their  camp  about  two  miles  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  inlet.  Next  morning  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the  village  of  Matignon,  where,  after 
ibme  fmart  fkirmiihing,  the  French  piquets  ap- 
peared, drawn  up  in  order,  to  the  number  of  two 
battalions  •,  but  having  fuftained  a  few  mot  from 
the  Englifli  field-pieces,  and  feeing  the  grenadiers 
advance,  they  fuddenly  difperfed.  General  Bligh 
continuing  hisToute  through  the  village,  encamped 
in  the  open  ground  about  three  miles  from  the  bay 
of  St.  Cas,  which  was  this  day  reconnoitred  for 
reimbarkation :  for  he  now  received  undoubted 
intelligence,  that  the  duke  d'Aiguillon  had  ad- 
vanced from  Brett  to  Lambale,  within  fix  miles 
of  the  EngliQi  camp,  at  the  head  of  twelve 
regular  battalions,  fix  iquadrons,  two  regiments  of 
militia,  eight  mortars,  and  ten  pieces  of  cannon. 
The  bay  of  St.  Cas  was  covered  by  an  intrench- 
ment  which  the  enemy  had  thrown  up,  to  prevent 
or  oppofe  any  difembarkation  •,  and  on  the  out- 
fide  of  this  work  there  was  a  range  of  fand-hills 
extending  along  more,  which  could  have  ferved  as 
a  cover  to  the  enemy,  from  whence  they  might 
Numb.  1 6.  R  have 
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An.  1758.  have  annoyed  the  troops  in  reimbarking  :  for  this 
reafon  a  propofal  was  made  to  the  general,  that  the 
forces  fhould  be  reimbarked  from  a  fair  open  beach 
on  the  left,  betweeen  St.  Cas  and  Guildo  ;  but  this 
advice  was  rejected,  and,  indeed,  the  fubfequent 
operations  of  the  army  favoured  ftrong  of  blind 
fecurity  and  ram  prefumption. 

They  re-  Had  the  troops  decamped  in  the  night  without 
tire  to  the  noifej  m  a}l  probability  they  would  have  arrived  at 
Cas.  the  beach  before  the  French  had  received  the  lead 
intelligence  of  their  motion  -,  and,  in  that  cafe,  the 
whole  army,  confiding  of  about  fix  thoufand  men, 
might  have  been  reimbarked  without  the  leaft  in- 
terruption :  but  inftead  of  this  cautious  manner  of 
proceeding,  the  drums  were  beaten  at  two  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  as  if  with  intention  to  give  no- 
tice to  the  enemy,  who  forthwith  repeated  the  fame 
fignal.  The  troops  were  in  motion  before  three, 
and  though  the  length  of  the  march  did  not  exceed 
three  miles,  the  halts  and  interruptions  were  fo  nu- 
merous and  frequent,  that  they  did  not  arrive  on 
the  beach  at  St.  Cas  till  nine.  Then  the  embark- 
ation was  begun,  and  might  have  been  happily  fi- 
nifhed,  had  the  tranfports  lain  near  the  more,  and 
received  the  men  as  faft  as  the  boats  could  have 
conveyed  them  on  board  without  diffraction  ;  but 
many  mips  rode  at  a  confiderable  diftance,  and 
every  boat  carried  the  men  6n  board  the  refpec- 
tive  tranfports  to  which  they  belonged  ;  a  punctilio 
of  difpofhion,  by  which  a  great  deal  of  time 
was  unnecefTarily  confumed.  The  fmall  mips  and 
bomb-ketches  were  brought  near  the  more  to  cover 
the  rcimbarkafion  ;  and  a  confiderable  number  of 
fea- officers  was  ftationed  en  ths  beach  to  fuperin- 
5  tend 
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tend  the  boats  crews,  and  regulate  the  fervice  -9  but  An- 17 
notwithftanding  all  their  attention  and  authority, 
fome  of  the  boats  were  otherwife  employed  than  in 
conveying  the  unhappy  Ibldiers:  had  all  the  cutters 
and  fmall  craft  belonging  to  the  fleet  been  properly 
occupied  in  this  fervice,  the  difgrace  and  difafterof 
the  day  would  fcarce  have  happened. 

The  Britifh  forces  had  fkirmifhed  a  little  on  the  A  {Irons; 
march,  but  no  confiderable  body  of  the  enemy  p^ch 
appeared  until  the  embarkation  was  begun  ;  then  advance* 

they  took  poffeflion  of  an  eminence   by  a  wind-  agamft 
.„  .  .  .  '>  them, 

mill,  and  forthwith  opened  a  battery  or  ten  can- 
non and  eight  mortars,  from  whence  they  fired 
with  confidtrable  effect  upon  the  foldiers  on  the 
beach,  and  on  the  boats  in  their  paffage.     They  af- 
terwards began  to  march  down  the  hill,  partly  co- 
vered by  a  hollow- way  on  their  left,  with  defign  to 
gain  a  wood,  where  they  might  form  and  extend 
themfelves  along  the  front  of  the  Englifh,  and  ad- 
vance againft  them  under  fhelterof  the  fand-hills  ; 
but  in  their  defcent  they  fuffered  extremely  from 
the  cannon  and  mortars  of  the  (hipping,  which 
made  great  havock,  and  threw  them  into  confufion. 
Their  line  of  march  down  the  hill  was  ftaggered, 
and  for  fome  time  continued  in  fufpence;  then  they 
turned  off  to  one  fide,  extended  themfelves  along 
a  hill  to  their  left,  and  advanced  in  a  hollow-way, 
from  whence  they  fuddenly   rufhed  out  to  the  at- 
tack.     Though   the  greater  part   of  the  Britifh 
troops  were  already  embarked,  the  rear-guard,  con- 
fiding of  all  the  grenadiers,  and  half  of  the  firft 
regiment  of  .guards,  remained  on  the  fhore  to  the 
number  of  fifteen  hundred,  under  the  command  of 
nnajor  general  Dury.    This  officer  feeing  the  French 

R  2  .  advance, 
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An.  1758.  advance,  ordered  his  troops  to  form  in  grand  divi- 
fions,,  and  march  from  behind  the  tr  :k  that  covered 
them,  in  order  to  charge  the  enemy  before  they 
could  be  formed  on  the  plain.  Had  this  ftep  been 
taken,  when  it  was  firft  fuggefted  to  Mr.  Dury, 
before  the  French  were  diiengaged  from  the  hol- 
low-way, perhaps  it  might  have  fo  far  iucceeded  as 
to  difconcert  and  throw  them  into  confufion  :  but 
by  this  time  they  had  extended  themfelves  into  a 
very  formidable  front,  and  no  hope  remained  of 
being  able  to  withftand  fuch  a  fuperior  number. 
Infttad  of  attempting  to  fight  againft  fuch  odds  in 
an  open  field  of  battle,  they  might  have  retreated 
along  th<  beach  to  a  rock  on  the  left,  in  which 
progrefs  their  right  flank  could  have  been  fecured 
by  the  intrenchmem  -,  and  the  enemy  could  not 
have  purfued  them  along  the  fhore,  without  being 
expofed  to  fuch  a  fire  from  the  (hipping,  as,  in  ail 
probability,  they  could  not  have  fuftained.  This 
fcheme  was  likewife  propofed  to  Mr.  Dury-,  but  he 
feemed  to  be  actuated  by  a  fpirit  of  infatuation. 
They  cat  The  Englifh  line  being  drawn  up  in  uneven 
off  the  ground,  began  the  action  with  an  irregular  fire 
T*flhe  frorn  right  to  left,  which  the  enemy  returned  ;  but 
Englifh.  their  ufual  fortitude  and  refolution  teemed  to  for- 
fake  them  on  this  occafion.  They  faw  themfelves 
in  danger  of  being  fur  rounded,  and  cut  in  pieces; 
their  officers  dropped  on  every  fide  ;  and  all  hope 
of  retreat  was  now  intercepted.  In  this  cruel  di- 
lemma their  fpirits  failed  ;  they  were  feized  with  a 
panic  •,  they  faultered,  they  broke,  and  in  leis  than 
five  minutes  after  the  engagement  began,  they  fled 
in  the  ut moil  confufion,  purfued  by  the  enemy, 
who  no  fooner  law  them  give  way  than  they  fell  in 

among 
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among  them  with  their  bayonets  fixed,  and  made  a  An 
great  carnage.  General  Dury  being  dangeroufly 
wounded,  ran  into  the  fta,  where  he  perifhed  ;  and 
this  was  the  fate  of  a  great  numbr-r,  officers  as  well 
as  foldiers.  Many  iwam  towards  the  boats  and  vef- 
fels  which  were  ordered  to  give  thrm  all  manner  of 
afihtance  ;  but  by  far  the  greater  number  were  ei- 
ther butchered  on  tht-  beach,  or  drowned  in  the  wa- 
ter :  a  fmall  boJy,  however,  inftead  of  throwing 
thernfelves  into  the  lea,  retired  to  the  rock  on 
the  left,  where  they  made  a  /land,  until  they 
had  exhaufted  their  ammunition,  and  then  .fur- 
rendered  at  difcretion.  The  havock  w^s  more- 
over increafec}  by  the  fhot  and  fhells  difcharged 
from  the  battery  which  the  enemy  hadraifedon  the 
hill  :  the  (laughter  would  not  have  been  fa  great, 
had  not  the  French  foldiers  been  exafperated  by  the 
fire  from  the  frigates,  which  was  ftill  maintained 
even  after  the  Englifh  troops  were  routed  :  but 
this  was  no  {boner  filenced  by  a  fignal  from  the 
commodore,  than  the  enemy  exhibited  a  noble  ex- 
ample of  moderation  and  humanity,  in  granting 
immediate  quarter  and  protection  to  the  vanquifti- 
ed.  About  one  thoufand  chofen  men  of  the  Eng- 
lilh  army  were  killed  and  taken  prifoners  on  this  oc- 
cauon  :  nor  was  the  advantage  cheaply  purchafed 
by  the  French  troops,  among  whom  the  mot  and 
fhtlls  from  the  frigates  and  ketches  had  done  great 
execution.  The  clemency  of  the  victors  was  the 
mure  remarkable,  as  the  Britilh  troops  in  this  ex- 
pedition had  been  fhamefully  guilty  of  marauding, 
pillaging,  burning,  and  other  excefies. 

War  is  fo  dreadful  in  itfelf,  and  fo  fevere  in  its   Reflec- 
confequences,  that  the  exercife  of  generofity  and  ^™|  °™ 
R   3  com-    neral. 
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An.  1758.  compaffion,  by  which  its  horrors  are  mitigated, 
ought  ever  to  be  applauded,  encouraged,  and  imi- 
tated. We  ought  alfo  to  ufe  our  belt  endeavours 
to  deferve  this  treatment  at  the  hands  of ;a  civilized 
enemy.  Let  us  be  humane  in  our  turns  to  thofe 
whom  the  fate  of  war  hath  iubjected  to  our  power: 
let  us,  in  profecuting  our  military  opei^itions,  main- 
tain the  moil  rigid  difcipline  among  the  troops, 
and  religioufly  abftain  from  all  acts  of  violence  and 
opprefiion.  Thus,  a  laudable  emulation  will  un- 
doubtedly enfue,  and  the  powers  at  war,  vie  with 
each  other  in  humanity  and  politenefs.  In  other 
refpects,  the  commander  of  an  invading  armament 
will  always  find  his  account  in  being  well  with  the 
common  people  of  the  country  in  which  the  defcent 
is  made.  By  civil  treatment,  and  feafonable  grati- 
fications, they  will  be  encouraged  to  bring  into  the 
camp  regular  fupplies  of  provision  and  refrefliment ; 
they  will  mingle  with  the  foldiers,  and  even  form 
friendfhips  among  them ;  ferve  as  guides,  mefien- 
gers,  and  interpreters  -,  let  out  their  cattle  for  hire 
as  draught-hories  •,  work  in  their  own  perfons  as 
day-labourers  •,  dilcover  proper  fords,  bridges, 
roads,  paries,  and  defiles  j  and,  if  artfully  ma- 
naged, communicate  many  ufeful  hints  of  intelli- 
gence. 

And  upon       ^  great  care  and  circumfpe6tion  be  not  exerted 

fuch  def-     in  maintaining  difcipline,  and  bridling  the  licen- 

c^t.s  m.       tious  difpofition  of  the  foldiers,  fuch  invafions  will 

be  productive  of  nothing  but  mifcarriage  and  dif- 

grace  :  for  this,  at  befl,  is  but  a  piratical  way  of 

carrying  on  the  war ;  and  the  troops  engaged  in 

it  are,  in  fome  meaiure,  debauched  by  the  nature 

of  the  fervice.      They  are  crouded  together  in 

tranfports. 
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tranfports,  where  the  minute  particulars  of  mill- 
tary  order  cannot  be  obferved,  even  though  the 
good  of  the  fervice  greatly  depends  upon  a  due 
obfervance  of  thefe  forms.     The  foldiers  grow  ne- 
gligent, and  inattentive  to  cleannefs  and  the  exte- 
rior ornaments  of  drefs :    they  become  flovenly, 
flothful.  and  altogether  unfit  for  a  return  of  duty  : 
they  are  tumbled  about  occafionally  in  mips  and 
boats,    landed  and  reimbarked  in  a  tumultuous 
manner,  under  a  divided  and  diforderly  command  : 
they  are  accuftomed  to  retire  at  the  firft  report  of 
an  approaching  enemy,  and  to  take  fhelter  on  an- 
other element'-,  nay,  their  fmall  pillaging. parties 
are  often  obliged  to  fly  before  unarmed  peafarits. 
Their  duty  on  fuch  occafions  is  the  moft  unmanly 
part  of  a  loldier's  office  ;  namely,  to  ruin,  ravage, 
and  deflroy.     They  foon  yield  to  the  temptation 
of  pillage,  and  are  habituated  to  rapine :  they  give 
a  loofe  to  intemperance,   riot,  and  intoxication; 
commit  a  thoufand  excefies ;  and,  when  the  enemy 
appears,  run  on  board  the  mips  with  their  booty. 
Thus  the  dignity  of  the  fervice  is  debafed  :  they 
lofe  all  fenfe  of  honour,  and  of  mame :  they  are  no 
longer  reftricled  by  military  laws,   nor  over-awed 
by  the  authority  of  officers  :— in  a  word,  they  dege- 
nerate into  a  fpecies  of  lawlefs  buccaneers.     From 
fuch  a  total  relaxation  of  morals  and  difcipline, 
what  can  enfue  but  riot,  confufion,  difhonour,  and 
defeat  ?     All  the  advantage  that  can  be  expected 
from  thefe  Hidden  ftarts  of  invafion,   will  fcarce 
over-ballance  the  evils  we  have  mentioned,  toge- 
ther with  the  extraordinary  eXpence  of  equipping 
armaments  of  this  nature.    True  it  is,  thefe  defcents 
oblige  the  French  king  te  employ  a  considerable 
R  4  num- 
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An.  1758,  number  of  his  troops  for  the  defence  of  his  mari- 
time places :  they  ferve  to  ruin  the  trade  of  his 
fubjects,  protect  the  navigation  of  Great  Britain, 
and  fecure  its  coaft  from  invafion  :  but  thefe  pur- 
potes  might  be  as  effectually  anfwered,  at  a  much 
f mailer  expence,  by  the  fhipping  alone.  Should  IE 
be  judged  expedient,  however,  to  profecute  this  de- 
fultory  kind  of  war,  the  commanders  employed  in  it, 
will  do  well  to  confider,  that  a  defcent  ought  never 
to  be  hazarded  in  an  enemy's  country,  without 
having  taken  proper  precautions  to  fecure  a  re- 
treat; that  the  fevereft  difcipline  ought  to  be  pre- 
ferved,  during  all  the  operations  of  the  campaign  ; 
that  a  general  ought  never  to  difembark  but  upon 
-a  well- concerted  plan,  nor  commence  his  military 
tranfactions  without  fome  immediate  point  or  ob- 
ject in  view  •,  that  a  reimbarkation  ought  never  to 
be  attempted,  except  from  a  clear  open  beach, 
where  the  approaches  of  an  enemy  may  be  feen, 
and  the  troops  covered  by  the  fire  of  their  fhipping. 
Thofe  who  prefumed  to  reflect  upon  the  particu- 
lars of  this  lafl  expedition,  owned  themfelves  at  a 
lofs  to  account  for  the  conduct  of  the  g ,  in  re- 
maining on  more  after  the  defign  upon  St.  Malo 
was  laid  afide  -9  in  penetrating  fo  far  into  the  coun- 
try, without  any  vifible  object ;  neglecting  the  re- 
peated intelligence  v/hich  he  received  ;  communi- 
cating by  beat  of  drum  his  midnight  motions  to  an 
enemy  of  double  his  force  ;  loitering  near  feven 
hours  in  a  march  of  three  miles  j  and,  laftly,  at- 
tempting the  reimbarkation  of  the  troops  at  a  place 
where  no  proper  meafures  had  been  taken  for  their 
cover  and  defence,  After  the  action  of  St.  Cas, 
fome  civilities,  by  meffage,  paffed  between  the 

duke 
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duke  d'Aiguillon  and  the  EnglHh  commanders, -An.  1758. 
who  were  favoured  with  a  lift  of  the  prifoners,  in- 
cluding four  fea-captains  •,  and  affined,  that  the 
wounded  foould  receive  all  poffible  comfort  and  af- 
.iiftance.  Theie  matters  being  adjufted,  commo- 
dore Howe  returned  with  the  fleet  to  Spithead, 
and  the  foldiers  were  difembarked. 

The  iuccefs  of  the  attempt  upon  Cherbourg  had 
elevated  the  people  to  a  degree  of  chikUfh  triumph/, 
and  the  g thought  proper  to  indulge  this  pe- 
tulant fpirit  of  exultation,  by  expofmg  twenty- one 
pieces  of  French  cannon  in  Hyde -park,-  from 
whence  they  were  drawn  in  procefllon  tto  the 
Tower,  amidft  the  acclamations  of  the  populace. 
From  this  pinnacle  of  elation  and  pride  they  were 
precipitated  to  the  abyfs  of  defpondence  or  dejec- 
tion, by  the  account  of  the  mifcarriage  at  St.  Cas,  Exulta- 
which  buoyed  up  the  fpirits  of  the  French  in  the  prencLth 
fame  proportion.  The  people  of  that  nation  began  people. 
to  ftand  in  need  of  forhe  fuch  cordial  after  the 
lojflfes  they  had  fuftained,  and  the  miniftry  of  Ver- 
failles  did  not  fail  to  make  the  mod  of  this  advan- 
tage :  they  publilhed  a  pompous  narrative  of  the 
battle  at  St.  Cas,  and  magnified  into  a  mighty 
vi&cry  the  puny  check  which  they  had  given  to 
the  rear-guard  of  an  inconfiderable  detachment. 
The  people  received  it  -with  implicit  belief,  becaufe 
it  was  agreeable  to  their  paffions,  and  congratu- 
lated themfelves  upon  their  fuccefs  in  hyperboles, 
dictated  by"  that  vivacity  fo  peculiar  to  the  French 
nation.  Indeed,  thele  are  artifices  which  the  mi- 
nifters  of  every  nation  find  it  neceflary  to  ufe  at 
certain  conjunctures,  in  governing  the  turbulent 
and  capricious  multitude. 

After 
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An.  1758.  After  the  misfortune  at  St.  Cas,  nothing  further 
was  attempted  by  that  armament ;  nor  was  any  en- 
terprize  of  importance  atchieved  by  the  Britifh 
fhips  in  Europe  during  the  courie  of  this  fummer. 
The  cruiiers,  however,  ftill  continued  active  and 
Captures  a]ert.  Captain  Hervey,  in  the  {hip  Monmouth, 
enemy/  deftroyed  a  French  ihip  of  forty  guns  in  the  iiland 
of  Malta ;  an  exploit  of  which  the  Maltele  loudly 
complained,  as  a  violation  of  their  neutrality. 
About  twenty  fail  of  fmall  French  verTels  were 
driven  aihore  on  the  rocks  of  Bretagne,  by  forne 
cruifers  belonging  to  the  fleet  commanded  by  lord 
Anfon,  after  aimart  engagement  with  two  frigates, 
under  whofe  convoy  they  failed.  In  the  month  of 
November  the  Belliqueux,  a  French  fhip  of  war, 
mounted  with  fixty-four  guns,  having,  by  miftake, 
run  up  St.  George's  channel,  and  anchored  in  Lun- 
dy-road,  captain  Saumarez  of  the  Antelope,  then 
lying  in  King  road,  immediately  weighed  and  went 
in  queft  of  her,  according  to  the  advice  he  had  re- 
ceived. When  he  appeared,  the  French  captain 
heaved  up  his  anchor,  and  made  a  fliew  of  prepar- 
ing for  an  engagement  •,  -but  foon  hauled  down  his 
colours,  and,  without  firing  a  (hot,  furrendered, 
with  a  complement  of  four  hundred  and  feventeen 
men,  to  a  Ihip  of  inferior  force,  both  in  number  of 
hands  and  weight  of  metal. 

Piracies          By  this  time  the  Englifh  privateers  fwarmed  to 
co?V"nit~     fuch  a  degree  in  the  channel,  that  fcarce  a  French 
Englifh      veffcl  durft  quit   the  harbour,   and  confequently 
priva-        there  was  little  or  no  booty  to  be  obtained.     In 
this  dearth  of  legal  prizes,  fome  of  the  adventurers 
were  tempted  to  commit  ads  of  piracy,  and  actual- 
ly rifled  the  mips  of  neutral  nations.     A  Dutch 
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vefiel,  having  on  board  the  baggage  and  domeftics  An*  17S*< 
belonging  to  the  marquis  de  Pignatelli,  ambafia- 
dor  from  the  court  of  Spain  to  the  king  of  Den- 
mark, was  boarded  three  times  fuccefiively  by  the 
crews  of  three  different  privateers,  who  forced  the 
hatches,  rummaged  the  hold,  broke  open  and 
rifled  the  trunks  and  boxes  of  the  ambaflador,  in- 
fulted  and  even  cruelly  bruiied  his  officers,  ftripped 
his  domeflics,  and  carried  off  his  effects,  together 
with  letters  of  credit,  and  a  bill  of  exchange.  Com- 
plaints of  thefe  outrages  being  made  to  the  court 
of  London,  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  promifed,  in 
the  -Gazette,  a  reward  of  five  hundred  pounds, 
without  deduction,  to  any  perfon  who  mould  difco- 
ver  the  offenders  concerned  in  thefe  acts  of  piracy. 
Some  of  them  were  detected  accordingly,  and 
brought  to  condign  punimment. 

The  Dutch  had  for  fome  time  carried  on  a  very  A  £reat 
confiderable  traffick,   not  only  in  taking  the  fair  j^uurh 
advantages  of  their  neutrality,  but  alfo  in  fupply-   ihips 
ing  the  French  with  naval  (lores,  and  tranfporting  taken* 
the  produce  of  the  French  fugar- colonies  to  Eu- 
rope, as  carriers  hired  by  the  proprietors.     The 
Englifh  government,  incenfed  at  this  unfair  com- 
merce, profccuted  with  fuch  flagrant  partiality  for 
their  enemies,   iffued  orders  for  the  cruifers  to  ar- 
reft  all  fhips  of  neutral  powers  that  mould  have 
French  property  on  board;  and  thefe  orders  were 
executed  with  rigour  and  feverity.     A  great  num- 
ber of  Dutch  mips  were  taken,  and  condemned  as 
Jegal  prizes,  both  in  England  and  Jamaica  :  fome- 
times  the  owners  met  with  hard  meafure,  and  fome 
crews  were  treated  with  infolence  and  barbarity. 
The  fubjects  of  the  United  Provinces  railed  a  loud 

da- 
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An.  1758.  clamour  againft  the  Englifh,  for  having  by  thefe 
Clamour  captures  violated  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  par- 
ticular  treaty  of  commerce  fubfiiting  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  Republic.  "Reir.onftrances  were 
made  to  the  Englifh  miniftry,  who  cxp.iftulated  in 
their  turn  with  the  deputies  cf  the  States  General ; 
and  the  two  nations  were  inflamed  againft  each 
other  with  the  moft  bitter  animofity.  The  Britifh 
relkknt  at  the  Hague,  in  a  conference  with  the 
States,  reprefented,  that  the  king  his  mailer  could 
not  hope  to  fee  peace  fpeedily  re-eftabltmed,  if  the 
neutral  princes  mould  affume  a  right  of  carrying  on 
the  trade  of  his  enemies :  that  he  expected,  from 
their  known  juftice,  and  the  alliance  by  which  they 
were  fo  marly  connected  with  his  fubjtcts,  they 
would  .honeftly  abandon  this  fraudulent  commerce, 
and  agree,  that  naval  {lores  mould  be  compre- 
hended in  the  clafs  of  contraband  commodities. 
He  anfwered  fome  articles  of  the  complaints  they 
had  made  with  an  appearance  of  candour  and  mo- 
deration 5  declared  his  majefty's  abhorrence  of  the 
violences  which  had  been  committed  upon  the  fub- 
jects  of  the  United  Provinces  ;  explained  the  (t.eps 
which  had  been  taken  by  the  Englifn  government 
to  bring  the  offenders  to  juftice,  as  well  as  to  pre- 
vent fuch  outrages  for  the  future;  and  afiured 
them,  that  his  Britannic  majefly  had  nothing  more 
at  heart  than  to  renew,  and  maintain  in  full  force, 
the  mutual  confidence  and  friendfhip  by  which  the 
maritime  powers  of  England  and  Holland  had 
been  fo  long  united.  Thefe  profeffions  of  efleem 
and  affection  were  not  fufficient  to  quiet  the  minds 
and  appeafe  the  refentment  of  the  Dutch  mer- 
chants j  and  the  French  party,  which  was  both 

hu- 
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numerous  and  powerful,  employed  all  thtir  art  and  AB-  17& 
influence  to  exafperate  their  pafiions,  and  widen 
the  breach  between  the  two  nations.     The  court 
of  Verfailles  did  not  fail  to  fcize  this  opportunity 
of  infinuation  :  while,  on  one  hand,  their  minifters 
and  emifiaries  in  Holland  exaggerated  the  indigni- 
ties  and  injuries  which  the  States  had  fuftained, 
from  the  infolence  and  rapacity  of  the  En  glim ; 
they,  on  the  other  hand,  flattered  and  cajoled  them 
with  little  advantages  in  trade,  and  formal  profef- 
fions  of  refpecl.    Such  was  the  memorial  delivered 
by  the  count  D'Aflfry,   intimating,    that  the  Em- 
prefs  queen  being  under  an  abfolute  necefiity  of 
employing  all  her  forces  to  defend  her  hereditary 
dominions  in  Germany,   fhe  had  been  oblige^  to 
withdraw  her  troops  from  Ollcnd  and  Nieu port; 
and  applied  to  the  French  king,  as  her  ally  neareft 
at  hand,  to  garrifon  thele  two  places,  which,  how- 
ever, fhould  be  reftored  at  the  peace,  or  fooner, 
fhould  her  Imperial  majefty  think  proper. 

The  fpirit  of  the  Dutch  merchants  at  this  June-  Famous- 

ture,  and  their  fentiments  with  refpect  to  England,  petlticm 
...  , .  ,       ,      .  J    .  .  :   to  the 

appeared  with  very  high  colouring  in  a  memorial  s[atcs. 

to  the  Srates  General,  fubfcribed  by  two  hundred 
and  fixty-nine  traders,  compofed  and  prefented 
with  equal  fecrecy  and  circumfpection.  In  this 
famous  remonftrance  they  complained,  that  the 
violences  and  unjuft  depredations  committed  by 
the  Englidi  mips  of  war  and  privateers  on  the  vef* 
fels  and  effects  of  them  and  their  fellow  •fubjedts, 
were  not  only  continued,  but  daily  multiplied; 
and  cruelty  and  excefs  carried  to  fuch  a  pitch  of 
wanton  barbarity,  that  the  petitioners  were  forced 
to  implore  the  afiifiance  of  their  High  Mighti- 
neflfes  to  protect,  in  the  moft  efficacious  manner, 

the 
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n.  1758.  the  commerce  and  navigation,  which  were  the  two 
Jlnews  of  the  republic.  For  this  neceffary  pur- 
pofe  they  offered  to  contribute  each  his  contingent, 
and  to  arm  at  their  own  charge  j  and  other  propo- 
litions  were  made  for  an  immediate  augmenta- 
tion of  the  marine.  While  this  party  induftrioufly. 
exerted  all  their  power  and  credit  to  effect  a  rup- 
ture with  England,  the  Princefs  Gouvernante  em- 
ployed all  her  intereft  and  addrefs  to  divert  them 
from  this  object,  and  alarm  them  with  refpect  to 
the  power  and  defigns  of  France  -,  againft  which 
fhe  earneftly  exhorted  them  to  augment  their  mi- 
litary forces  by  land,  that  they  might  be  prepared 
to  defend  themfelves  againft  all  invafion.  At  the 
fame  time  fhe  fpared  no  pains  to  adjuft  the  dif- 
ferences  between  her  hufband's  country  and  her 
father's  kingdom -,  and,  without  doubt,  her  heal- 
ing counfels  were  of  great  efficacy  in  preventing 
matters  from  coming  to  a  very  dangerous  extremity. 
The  whole  ftrength  of  Great  Britain  during  this 
campaign,  was  not  exhaufted  in  petty  defcents 

uPon  the  coaft  of  France-  The  continent  of  Ame- 
rica was  the  great  theatre  on  which  her  chief  vi- 
gour was  difplayed  ;  nor  did  me  fail  to  exert  her- 
felf  in  fuccefsful  efforts  againft  the  French  fettle- 
ments  on  the  coaft  of  Africa.  The  whole  gum 
trade  from  Cape  Blanco  to  the  river  Gambia,  an 
extent  of  five  hundred  miles,  had  been  engroiTed 
by  the  French,  who  built  Fort  Louis  within  the 
mouth  of  the  Senegal,  extending  their  factories  near 
three  hundred  leagues  up  that  river,  and  on  the 
fame  coaft  had  fortified  the  ifland  of  Goree,  in 
which  they  maintained  a  confiderable  garrifon. 
The  gum-fenega,  of  which  a  great  quantity  is 
Vifed  by  the  manufacturers  of  England,  being 

wholly 
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wholly   in  the  hands  of  the  enemyy  the  Englifh  AR.  1758. 
dealers  were  obliged  to  buy  it  at  fecond-hand  from 
the  Dutch,  who  purchafed  it  of  the  French,  and 
exacted  an  exorbitant  price  for  that  commodity. 
This  confideration  forwarded  the  pjan  for  annex- 
ing the  country  to  the  pofieflions  of  Great  Bri- 
tain.     The   project  was  firft   conceived  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Gumming,  a  fenfible  quaker,  who,   as  a 
private  merchant,  had  made  a  voyage  to  Porten- 
derick,  an   adjoining  part  of  the  coaft,  and  con- 
traded  a  perfonal    acquaintance  with  Amir   the 
Moorifh  king  of  Legibelli  *.  He  found  this  African 
prince  extremely  well  difpofed  towards  the  fubjects 
of  Great  Britain,  whom  he  publicly  preferred  to 
all  other  Europeans,  and  fo  exafperated  againft  the 
French,  that  he  declared  he  fhould  never  be  eafy  till 
they  were  exterminated  from  the  river  Senegal.  At 
that  very  time  he  had  commenced  hoftilities  againft 
them,  and  earneftly  defired  that  the  king  of  Eng- 
land would  fend  out  an  armament  to  reduce  Fort 
Louis   and  Goree,  with   fome  (hips  of  force  to 
protect  the  traders.     In  that  cafe  he  promifed  to 
join  his  Britannic  majefty's  forces,  and  grant  an 
exclufive  trade  to  his  fubjects.    Mr.  Gumming  not 
only  perceived  the  advantage   that  would  refult 
from  fuch  an  exclufive  privilege  with  regard  to  the 
gum,  but  forefaw  many  other  important  confe- 
quences  of  an  extenfive  trade  in  a  country,  which, 
over  and  above  the  gum-fenega,  contains  many  valu- 
able articles, fuch  as  gold  duft,  elephants  teeth,hides, 
cotton,  bees-wax,  flaves,  oftrich  feathers,  indigo, 

*  The  name  the  natives  give  Gum-Coaft.and  calledin  maps, 

to  that  part   of    South   Bar-  The  Sandy  Defart  of  Sara,  and 

bary,  known  to  merchants  and  fometimes  Zara, 
navigators   by   that    of   The 

am- 
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An.  1758.  ambergris,  iuid  civet.  Elevated  with  the  prof- 
peel:  of  an  acquifition  fo  valuable  to  his  country, 
this  honeft  quaker  was  equally  minute  and  indefa- 
tigable in  his  inquiries,  touching  the  commerce  of 
the  coaft,  as  well  as  the  itrength  and  fituation  of 
the  French  fettlements  on  the  river  Senegal  •,  and, 
at  his  return  to  England,  a&ually  formed  the  plan 
of  an  expedition  for  the  conqueft  of  Fort  Louis. 
This  was  prefented  to  the  board  of  trade,  by  whom 
it  was  approved,  afterafevere  examination  :  but  it 
•required  the  patriotic  zeal,  and  invincible  perfeve- 
ranee  of  Mr.  Gumming,  to  furmount  a  variety  of 
obftacles  before  it  was  adopted  by  the  miniftry  ; 
and  even  then  it  was  not  executed  in  its  full  ex- 
tent. He  was  abridged  of  one  large  fhip  j  and  in 
lieu  of  fix  hundred  land-forces  to  be  draughted 
from  different  regiments,  which  he  in  vain  de- 
manded, firfl  from  the  d —  of  C — ,  and  af- 
terwards from  lord  L r,  the  lords  of  the 

ad y  allotted  two  hundred  marines  only  for 

this  fervice. 

Expedi-          After  repeated  follicitation  he,  in  the  year  one 
tion  to       thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-level!,  obtained 
Senegal.     an   order,  that  the  two  annual  mips  bound  to  the 
coaft  of  Guiney,  fnould  be  joined  by  a  (loop  and 
two  bufTes,  and  make  an  attempt  upon  the  French 
fettlement  in  the  river  Senegal.    Thefe  (hips,  how- 
ever, were  detained  by  contrary  winds,  until  the 
feafon  was  too  far  advanced  to  admit  a  probability  of 
fuccefs,  and  therefore  the  defign  was  poftponed.   In 
the  beginning  of  the  prefent  year,  Mr.  Gumming 
being  reinforced  with  the  in te reft  of  a  confiderable 
merchant  in  the  city,   to  whom  he  had  commu- 
nicated the  plan,    renewed  his  application  to  the 
.miniftry,  and  they  rdblved  to  hazard  the  enter- 
2  prize. 
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£>rize.  A  fmall  fquadron  was  equipped  for  this  An.  175! 
expedition,  under  the  command  of  captain  Marfh, 
having  on  board  a  body  of  marines,  commanded 
by  major  Mafon,  with  a  detachment  of  artillery, 
ten  pieces  of  cannon,  eight  mortars,  and  a  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  warlike  ftores  and  ammu- 
nition. Captain  Walker  was  appointed  engineer- 
and  Mr.  Gumming  was  concerned  as  a  principal  di^- 
rector  and  promoter  of  the  expedition  *.  This  little 
armament  failed  in  the  beginning  of  March-,  and  in 
their  paflage  touched  at  the  ifland  TenerifF,  where* 
while  the  (hips  fnpplied  themfelves  with  wine  and 
water,  Mr.  Gumming  proceeded  in  the  Swan  Hoop 
to  Portenderrick,  being  charged  with  a  letter  of  cre- 
dence to  his  old  friend  the  king  of  that  country, 
who  had  favoured  him- in  his  laft  vifit  with  an  ex- 
clufive  trade  on  that  coaft,  by  a  formal  charter^ 
written  in  the  Arabic  language ;  which  charter  is 
flill  in  his  pofTefllon.  This  prince  was  now  up 
the  country  engaged  in  a  war  with  his  neigh- 
bours, called  the  Diable-Moors-f  ;  and  the  queer!  - 
dowager,  who  remained  at  Portenderrick,  gave  Mr. 

*On  this  occafion  Mr.  Cum-  fmgle  aft. — If  it  was  the  firft 

ming  may  feem  to  have  afted  military  fclieme  of  any  Quaker, 

diredly  contrary  to  the  tenets  let  it  be  remembered  it  was  al- 

of  his  religious  profefiion ;  but  fo  the  firil  fuccefsful  expedition 

he  ever  declared  to  the  mini-  of  this  war,  and  one  of  thefirll 

ftry,  that   he   was   fully   per-  that  was  ever  carried  oi;  ac- 

fuaded  his  fchemes  might  be  cording  to  the  pnciiic  fyft°m  of 

accomplilhed  without  the  effii-  the  Quakers,  without  che  lofsof 

fion  of  human  blood  ;  and  that  a  drop  of  blood  on  either  fide.  ' 

if  he   thought  otherwife,    he  f  This  is  the  name  by  which 

would  by  no  means  have  con-  the  fubjeds  of  Leoibelli  dif- 

cerncd   himfelf   about    them,  tinguiih  thofe  of  Brackna,  who 

He  alfo  dcfired,   let  the  con-  inhabit  the  country  farther  up 

fequence  be  what  it  might,  his  the   river  Senegal,  and  are  in 

brethren  fhould  not  be  charge-  conftant    alliance     with    the 

able  with  what  was   his  own  French. 

Numb.  16.  XS  Cuin- 
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An.  1758.  Gumming  to  underftand,  that  fhe  could  not  at  pre- 
icnt  fpare  any  troops  to  join  the  Englifli  in  their 
expedition  againft  Senegal  :  but  fhe  aflured  him, 
that  fhould  the  French  be  exterminated,  me  and 
her  fubjeds  would  go  thither  and  fettle.  In  the 
mean  time  one  of  the  chiefs,  called  Prince  Amir, 
difpatched  a  mefTenger  to  the  king  with  advice  of 
their  arrival  and  deflgn.  He  declared  that  he  would, 
with  all  poflible  diligence,  aflemble  three  hundred 
warriors  to  join  the  Englifli  troops;  and  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  king  would  reinforce  them  with  a  de- 
tachment from  his  army. 

TheEng-       ^  *^IS  t*me  caPtain  Marfh,  with  the  reft  of  th£ 
lifh  troops  armament,  had  arrived  at  Portenderrick,  and  fear- 
intrench     jng  t|iat  the  enemy  might  receive  intimation  of  his 
bank  of     defign,  refolved  to  proceed  on  the  expedition  with- 
the river,    out  waiting  for  the  promifed  auxiliaries.     On  the 
twenty-fecond   day  of  April  he  weighed  anchor ; 
and  next  day  at  four  o'clock,  difcovered  the  French 
flag  flying  upon  Fort  Louis,  fuuated  in  the  midil 
of  a  pretty  considerable  town,  which  exhibited  a 
very  agreeable  appearance.     The  commodore  hav- 
ing made  prize  of  a  Dutch  fhip  richly  loaden  with 
gum,  which  lay  at  anchor  without  the  bar,   came 
to  anchor  in  Senegal-road,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river ;  and  here  he  perceived  feveral  armed  floops 
which  the  enemy  had  detached  to  defend  the  paf- 
•lage  of  the  bar,   which   is   extremely  dangerous. 
All  the  boats  were  employed  in  conveying  the  ftores 
into  the  fmall  craft,  while  three  of  the  floops  con- 
tinued exchanging  fire  over  a  narrow  tongue  of 
land  with  the  vefiels  of  the  enemy,    confiding  of 
one  brig  and  fix  armed  floops,  mounted  with  great 
guns  and  fwivels.     At  length  the  channel  being 
4  dif- 


G  E  O  R  G  E    II.  275 

difcovered,  and  the  wind,  which  generally  blows  An-  *?$*• 
down  the  river,  chopping  about,  captain  Millar,  of 
the  London  bufs,  feized  that  opportunity ;  and  paf- 
fing  the  bar  with  a  flowing  (heet,  dropped  anchor 
on  the  infide,  where  he  lay  till  nighr,  expofed  to 
the  whole  fire  of  the  enemy.  Next  day  he  was 
joined  by  the  other  fmall  veffels,  and  a  regular  en- 
gagement enfued.  This  was  warmly  maintained 
on  both  fides,  until  the  bufTes  and  one  dogger 
running  aground,  immediately  bulged,  and  were 
filled  with  water.  Then  the  troops  they  contain- 
ed took  to  their  boats,  and  with  fome  difficulty 
reached  the  more,  where  they  formed  in  a  body, 
and  were  foon  joined  by  their  companions  from  the 
other  veflels  ;  fo  that  now  the  whole  amounted  to 
three  hundred  and  ninety  marines,  befides  the  de- 
tachment of  artillery.  As  they  laid  their  account 
with  being  attacked  by  the  natives,  who  lined  the 
fhore  at  fome  diftance,  feemingly  determined  to 
oppofe  the  defcent,  they  forthwith  threw  up  an  in- 
trenchment,  and  began  to  difembark  the  (lores, 
great  part  of  which  lay  under  water.  While  they 
were  -employed  in  raifing  this  occafional  defence, 
the  negroes  came  in  great  numbers,  and  lubmitted  ; 
and  on  the  lucceeding  day  they  were  reinforced  by- 
three  hundred  and  fifty  fearntn,  who  patted  the  bar 
in  (loops,  with  their  eniigns  and  colours  flying. 

They  had  made  no  further  progreis  in  their  ope-  The 
rations,  when  two  French  deputies  arrived  at  the  French 
intrenchment,  with  propofals   for   a   capitulation  of  Fort* 
from  the  governor  of  Fort  Louis.    After  ibme  he-  Louis  ca- 
fitation  captain  Marlh  and  major  Mafon  agreed,  Fuuiates- 
That  all  the  white  people  belonging  to  the  French 
Company  at  Senegal,  (hould  be  lately  conduced  to 
S  z  France 
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An,  1758.  France  in  an  Englifh  veflel,  without  being  deprived 
of  their  private  effects,  provided  all  the  merchan- 
dize, and  uncoined  treafure,  fhould  be  delivered  up 
to  the  victors  ;  and  that  all  the  forts,  ftore-houfes, 
veflels,  arms,  provifions,  and  every  article  belong- 
ing to  the  company  in  that  river,  mould  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh  immediately  after  the 
capitulation  could  be  figned.  They  promifed  that 
the  free  natives  living  at  Fort  Louis,  mould  re- 
main in  quiet  pofTeffion  of  their  effects,  and  in 
the  free  exercife  of  their  religion  ;  and  that  all  ne- 
groes, mulattoes,  and  others,  who  could  prove 
themfelves  free,  fhould  have  it  in  their  option  ei- 
ther to  remain  in  the  place,  or  remove  to  any  other 
part  of  the  country  *.  The  captains  Campbell  and; 
Walker  were  immediately  fent  up  the  river  with  a 
flag  of  truce,  to  fee  the  articles  figned  and  exe- 
cuted ;  but  they  were  fo  retarded  by  the  rapidity 
of  the  ftream,  that  they  did  not  approach  the  fort 
till  tfiree  in  the  morning.  As  foon  as  the  day 
broke  they  hoifted  their  flag,  and  rowed  up  to- 
wards a  battery  on  a  point  of  the  ifland,  where  they 
lay  upon  their  oars  very  near  a  full  hour,  beating 
the  chamade  •,  but  no  notice  was  taken  of  their  ap- 
proach. This  referve  appearing  myfterious,  they 
retired  down  the  river  to  their  intrenchment,  where 
they  underflood  that  the  negroes  on  the  ifland 
were  in  arms,  and  had  blocked  up.  the  French  in 
Fort  Louis,  refolving  to  defend  the  place  to  the 

*  The  victors,  however,  the  Englifh  merchants,  by  in- 
committed  a  very  great  miT-  forming  them  of  the  commo- 
v  take  in  allowing  them  to  carry  dities,  their  value,  the  proper 
off  their  books  and  accompts,  feafons,  and  methods  of  pro- 
the  perufal  of  which  would  fecuting  the  trade. 
have  been  of  infinite  fervice  to 

laft 


GEORGE    II.  277 

3aft  extremity,  unlefs  they  fhould  be  included  in  An.  17^8. 
the  capitulation.  This  intelligence  was  communi- 
cated in  a  fecond  letter  from  the  governor,  who 
likewiie  informed  the  Englifh  commander,  that 
unlefs  the  French  director-general  mould  be  per- 
mitted to  remain  with  the  natives  as  a  furety  for 
that  article  of  the  capitulation  in  which  they  were 
concerned,  they  would  allow  themfelves  to  be  cut 
in  pieces  rather  than  fubmit. 

This  requeft  being  granted,  the  Englifh  forces  TheEng-' 
began  their  march  to  Fort  Louis,  accompanied  by  ^  forces 
a  number  of  long-boats,  in  which  the  artillery  ajid  fefnonof 
ftores  had  been  embarked.  The  French  feeing  Senegal, 
them  advance,  immediately  (truck  their  flag;  and 
major  Mafon  took  pofiefiion  of  the  caftle,  where 
he  found  ninety  two  pieces  of  cannon,  with  trea- 
fure  and  merchandize  to  a  confiderable  value.  The 
corporation  and  burghers  of  the  town  of  Senegal 
fubmitted,  and  fwore  allegiance  to  his  Britannic 
majefty :  the  neighbouring  princes,  attended  by 
numerous  retinues,  vifited  the  commander,  and 
concluded  treaties  with  the  EngliQi  nation  ;  and 
the  king  of  Portenderrick,  or  Legibelli,  lent  an 
ambalTador  from  his  camp  to  major  Mafon,  with 
prefents,  compliments  of  congratulation,  and  af- 
furances  of  friendfhip.  The  number  of  free  inde- 
pendent Negroes  and  Mulattoes  fettled  at  Sene- 
gal amounted  to  three  thoufand,  and  many  of  thefe 
enjoyed  flaves  and  poffefiions  of  their  own.  The 
two  French  factories  of  Podore  and  Galam,  the  lat- 
ter fituated  nine  hundred  miles  farther  up  the  river, 
were  included  in  the  capitulation  •,  fo  that  Great  Bri- 
tain, almoft  without  ftriking  a  blow,  found  hcrfelf 
pofieffed  of  a  conqueft,  from  which;  with  proper  ma- 
S  3  nage- 
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An.  1758.  nagement5fhe  may  derive  inconceivable  riches.  This 
important  acquifition  being  in  a  great  meafure,  if 
not  intirely,  owing  to  the  fagacity,  zeal,  and  indefa- 
tigable efforts  of  Mr.  Gumming,  who  not  only 
formed  the  plan,  and  folicited  the  armament,  but 
alfo  attended  the  execution  of  it  in  perfon,  at  the 
hazard  of  his  life,  and  to  the  interruption  of  his 
private  concerns  •,  thofe  who  prefide  at  the  helm  of 
affairs,  with  fuch  reputation  for  candour  and  libe- 
rality, will  no  doubt  coniider  it  as  a  point  of  con- 
fcknce,  not  only  to  indemnify  him  for  the  time  he 
has  loft,  and  the  trouble  he  has  taken,  but  even 
am^ly  reward  him,  in  proportion  to  the  benefit 
which  the  nation  will  reap  from  his  fervice. 
tJnr»ic-  Fort  Louis  being  fecured  with  an  Engliih  garri- 

cefsful  at-  fon?  and  fome  armed  veflels  left  to  guard  the  paf- 
Go_  fage  of  the  bar,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  the 
great  mips  proceeded  to  make  an  attempt  upon 
the  ifland  of  Goree,  which  lies  at  the  diftance  of 
thirty  leagues  from  Senegal.  There  the  French 
company  had  considerable  magazines  and  ware- 
houfes,  and  lodged  the  negro-fla^ves  until  they 
could  be  (hipped  for  the  Weft  Indies.  If  the  ad- 
ditional force  which  Mr.  Gumming  propofed  for 
the  conqueft  of  this  ifland  had  been  added  to  the 
armament,  in  all  probability  the  ifland  would  have 
been  reduced;  and,  in  that  cafe,  the  nation  would 
have  faved  the  confiderable  expence  of  a  fubfe- 
quent  expedition  againft  it,  under  the  conduct  of 
commodore  Keppel.  At  prefent  the  fhips,  by 
•which  Goree  was  attacked,  were  found  unequal  to 
the  attempt,  and  it  mifcarried  accordingly ;  though 
the  mifcai  riage  was  attended  with  little  or  no  da- 
mage to  the  afrailants. 

Scene^ 
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Scenes  of  ftill  greater  importance  were  acted  in  An.  1758 
North  America,  where,  exclufive  of  the  fleet  and  Expedi- 
marines,  the  government  had  afiembled  about  fifty 
thoufand  men,  including  two  and  twenty  thoufand  ton. 
regular  troops.  The  earl  of  Loudon  having  re- 
turned to  England,  the  chief  command  in  America 
devolved  to  major-general  Abercrombie  •,  but  as 
the  objects  of  operation  were  various,  the  forces 
were  divided  into  three  detached  bodies,  under  as 
many  different  commanders.  About  twelve  thou- 
fand were  deftined  to  undertake  the  fiege  of  Louif- 
bourg,  on  the  iflandof  Cape  Breton.  The  general 
himfelf  referved  near  fixteen  thoufand  for  the  re- 
duction of  Crown  Point,  a  fort  fituated  on  the  lake 
Champlain :  eight  thoufand,  under  the  conduct  of 
brigadier- general  Forbes,  were  allotted  for  the  con- 
queft  of  Fort  du  Quefne,  which  flood  a  great  way 
to  the  fouthward,  near  the  river  Ohio-,  and  a  con- 
iiderable  garrifon  was  left  at  Annapolis  in  Nova 
Scotia.  The  reduction  of  Louifbourg  and  the 
ifland  of  Cape  Breton,  being  an  object  of  imme- 
diate confideration,  was  undertaken  with  all  pof- 
fible  difpatch.  Major-general  Am  herd  being  join- 
ed by  admiral  Bofcawen,  with  the  fleet  and  forces 
from  England,  the  whole  armament,  confiding  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty-feven  fail,  took  their  depar- 
ture from  the  harbour  of  Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia, 
on  the  twenty-eighth  of  May  •,  and  on  the  fecond 
day  of  June  part  of  the  transports  anchored  in  the 
bay  of  Gabarus,  about  feven  miles  to  the  weftward 
of  Louifbourg.  The  garrifon  of  this  place,  com- 
manded by  the  chevalier  Drucour,  confifled  of 
iwo  thousand  five  hundred  regular  troops,  three 
hundred  militia,  formed  of  the  burghers,  and 
S  4  towards 
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An.  1758.  towards  the  end  of  the  iiege  they  were  reinforced 
by  three  (iundre4  and  fifty  Canadians,  including 
threeicoie  Indians.  The  narbour  was  fecured  by 
fix  *  fhips  oi  the  line,  arid  live  frigates,,  three  of 
which  the  enemy  funk  acrofs  the  harbour's  mouth, 
in  order  to  render  it  tna  edible  to  the  Engiifh 
fhippirg.  The  fortifications  were  in  bad  repair, 
many  \  arts  of  them  crumbling  down  the  covered 
way,  and  federal  baftions  expoled  in  iuch  a  man- 
ner as  to  be,  enfiladed  by  the  befiegers,  and  no 
part  of  the  town  fecure  from  the  effects  of  can- 
nonading and  bombardment.  The  governor  had 
taken  all  the  precautions  in  his  power  toj>revent  a 
landing,  by  eilabliihing  a  chain  of  poils,  that  ex- 
tended two  leagues  and  a  half  along  the  moll  ac^ 
ceflible  parts  of  the  beach :  intrenchments  were 
thrown  up,  and  batteries  erected ;  but  there  were 
fome  intermediate  places  which  could  not  be  prOr 
perly  fecured,  and  in  one  of  thefe  the  Engiify 
troops  were  difembarked. 

The  The  difpofition  being  made  for  landing,  a  de- 

troops  are  tachment,  in  feveral  (loops,  under  convoy,  pafied 
barked,  by  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  towards  Lorembec, 
in  order  to  draw  the  enemy's  attention  that  way, 
while  the  landing  mould  really  be  effected  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  town.  On  the  eighth  day  of  June, 
the  troops  being  aflembled  in  the  boats  before  day- 
break, in  three  divifions,  feveral  iloops  and  frigates, 
that  were  ftationed  along- more  in  the  bay  of  Ga- 
barus,  began  to  fcour  the  beach  with  their  mot ; 

*  The  Prudent,  of  feventy-  faifant,  of  fixty-  four  guns  each; 

four  guns ;  the  Entreprenant,  the  Apollo,  of  fifty  guns ;  the 

of  feventy- four  guns;  theCa-  Chevre,  Biche,  Fidelle,  Diana, 

|>ricieux,  Celebre,   aad  Bieii-  and  Eccho  frigates. 

anci 
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.and  ^fter  the  fire  had  continued  about  a  quarter  of  An,  175$. 
an  hour,  the  boats'  containing  the  divifion  on  the 
Jefr,  were  rowed  towards  the  fhore,  under  the  com- 
mand of  brigadier-general  Wolfe,  an  accomplifhed 
officer,  who,  in  the  fequel,  difplayed  very/extra- 
ordinary proofs  of  military  genius.  At  the  fame 
time  the  other  two  divifions,  on  the  right  and  in 
the  centre,  commanded  by  the  brigadiers  Whit- 
pore  arid  Laurence,  made  a  mew  of  landing,  in 
prder  to  divide  ard  diftract  the  enemy.  Notwith- 
ftanding  an  impetuous  furf,  by  which  many  boats 
weie  overt  .t,  and  a  very  fevere  fire  of  cannon  and 
mufkctry  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  did 
considerable  execution,  brigadier  Wolfe  purfucd 
his  point  with  admirable  courage  and  deliberation. 
The  foldiers  leaped  into  the  water  with  the  moft 
.eager  alacrity,  andj  gaining  the  more,  attacked  the 
enemy  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  in  a  few  minutes 
they  abandoned  their  works  and  artillery,  and  fled 
in  the  utmoil  confufion.  The  other  divifions 
•landed  alfo  j  but  not  without  an  obftinate  oppofi- 
tion:  and  the  ftores,  with  the  artillery,  being 
brought  on  more,  the  town  of  Louifbourg  was  for- 
mally inverted.  The  difficulty  of  landing  ilores 
and  implements  in  boiilerous  weather,  and  the  na- 
ture of  the  ground,  which,  being  marfhy,  was  un- 
fit for  the  conveyance  of  heavy  cannon,  retarded. 
the  operations  of  the  fiege  •,  and  Mr.  Amherft 
made  his  approaches  with  great  circumfpedion, 
fecuring  his  camp  with  redoubts  and  epaulements 
from  any  attacks  of  Canadians,  of  which  he  ima- 
gined there  was  a  confiderable  body  behind  him 
on  the  ifland,  as  well  as  from  the  fire  of  theFrerch 

(hip- 
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An.  1758,  {hipping  in  the  harbour,  which  would  otherwife 

have  annoyed  him  extremely  in  his  advances. 
Progrefs  The  governor  of  Louifbourg  having  deftroyed 
ftegVof  tne  grand  battery,  which  was  detached  from  the 
JLouif-  body  of  the  place,  and  recalled  his  out-pofts,  pre- 
°°urS-  pared  for  making  a  vigorous  defence.  A  very  fe- 
vere  fire,  well  directed,  was  maintained  againft  the 
befiegers  and  their  work,  from  the  town,  the 
ifland  battery,  and  the  mips  in  the  harbour  -,-  and 
divers  fallies  were  made,  though  without  much 
effect.  In  the  mean  time  brigadier  Wolfe,  with 
a  ftrong  detachment,  had  marched  round  the  north- 
eaft  part  of  the  harbour,  and  taken  poilefiion  of 
the  Lighthoufe-point.  where  he  ere&ed  feveral  bat- 
teries againft  the  fhips  and  the  ifland  fortification, 
which  laft  was  foon  filenced.  On  the  nineteenth 
day  of  June  the  Eccho,  a  French  frigate,  was  taken 
by  the  Englifh  cruifers,  after  having  efcaped  from 
the  harbour :  from  the  officers  on  board  of  this 
fhip  the  admiral  learned  that  the  Bizarre,  an- 
other frigate,  had  failed  from  thence  on  the  day  of 
the  difembarkation  •,  and  the  Comete  had  fuccefs- 
fully  followed  her  example.  Befides  the  regular 
approaches  to  the  town,  conducted  by  the  engineers 
under  the  immediate  command  and  infpeftion  of 
general  Amherft,  divers  batteries  were  raifed  by 
the  detached  corps  under  brigadier  Wolfe,  who 
exerted  himfelf  with  amazing  activity,  and  grievouf- 
]y  incommoded  the  enemy,  both  of  the  town  and 
the  fhipping.  On  the  twenty- firft  day  of  July  the 
three  great  mips,  the  Entreprenant,  Capricieux, 
and  Celebre,  were  fet  on  fire  by  the  bomb-fhells, 
and  burned  to  afhes  j  fo  that  none  remained  but 

the 
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the  Prudent  and  Bienfaifant,  which  the  admiral  An.  1758. 
undertook  to  deftroy.  For  this  purpofe,  in  the 
night  between  the  twenty-fifth  and  twenty-fixth 
days  of  the  month,  the  boats  of  the  fquadron  were 
in  two  divifions  detached  into  the  harbour,  under 
the  command  of  two  young  captains,  Laforey  and 
Balfour.  They  accordingly  penetrated,  in  the 
dark,  through  a  terrible  fire  of  cannon  and  muf- 
quetry,  and  boarded  the  enemy  fword  in  hand. 
The  Prudent,  being  aground,  was  fet  on  fire,  and 
deflroyed *,  but  the  Bienfaifant  was  towed  out  of 
the  harbour  in  triumph. 

In  the  profecution  of  the  fiege  the  admiral  and  The  go- 
general   cooperated  with   remarkable   harmony;  vemorc^. 
j:he  former  chearfully  afMing  the  latter  with  can-  Pltulates» 
non,  and  other  implements,  with  detachments  of  ma- 
rines to  maintain  pods  on  more,  with  parties  of 
feamen  to  aft  as  pioneers,  and  concur  in  working 
the  guns  and  mortars.     The  fire  of  the  town  was 
managed  with  equal  (kill  and  activity,   and  kept 
up  with  great  perfeverance  ;  until,  at  length,  their 
fhipping  being  all  taken  or  deflroyed,  the  *  caferns 
ruined  in  the  two  principal  baflions,  forty  out  of 
fifty-two  pieces  of  cannon  difmounted,   broke,  or 
rendered    unferviceable,    and    divers    practicable 
breaches  effected,  the  governor,  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Amherfl,  propofed  a  capitulation  on  the  fame  ar- 


*  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  tfemolimed   by  two  or   three 

pbferve,  that  a  cavalier,  which  fhot  from  one  or"  the  Britifh 

Admiral  K had  built  at  an  batteries;    fo    admirably   had 

enormous  expence  to  the  na-  this  piece  of  fortification  been 

{ion,  while  Louifbourg  remain-  contrived  and  executed,  under 

ed   in  the  hands  of  the  Eng-  the  eye  of  that  jprofound  en^ 

lifti  in  the  laft  war,  was,  in  the  gineer. 
courfe  of  this  fiege,  entirely 

dele* 
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An,  1758.  tides  that  were  granted  to  the  Englifli  at  Port- 
rnahon.  In  anfwer  to  this  propofal  he  was  given 
to  underftand,  that  he  and  his  garrifon  mtift  fur- 
render  themfelves  prifoners  of  war,  otherwife  he 
might  next  morning  expeft  a  general  afTault  by  the 
fhipping  under  admiral  Bofcawen.  The  chevalier 
Drucour,  piqued  at  the  feverity  of  thefe  terms,  re- 
plied, that  he  would,  rather  than  comply  with  them, 
fland  an  arTault;  but  the  com mifTary- general,  and 
intendant  of  the  colony,  prefented  a  petition  from 
the  traders  and  inhabitants  of  the  place,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  he  fubmitted.  On  the  twenty- 
feventh  day  of  July  three  companies  of  grenadiers, 
commanded  by  major  Farquhar,  took  pofleffion  of 
the  weftern  gate ;  and  brigadier  Whitmore  was  de- 
tached into  the  town,  to  fee  the  garrifon  lay  down 
their  arms  and  deliver  up  their  colours  on  the  ef- 
planade,  and  to  poft  the  neceflary  guards  on  the 
ilores,  magazines,  and  ramparts. 

Thus,  at  the  expence  of  about  four  hundred 
men  killed  or  wounded,  the  Englilh  obtained  pof- 
ieflion  of  the  important  ifland  of  Cape  Breton,  and 
the  flrong  town  of  Louifbourg,  in  which  the  vic- 
tors found  two  hundred  and  twenty-one  pieces  of 
cannon,  with  eighteen  mortars,  and  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  ftores  and  ammunition.  The  mer- 
chants and  inhabitants  were  fent  to  France  in  Eng- 
lifh  bottoms ;  but  the  garrifon,  together  with  the 
fea-officers,  marines,  and  mariners,  amounting  in 
all  to  five  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty-feven 
prifoners,  were  tranfported  to  England. 

The  lofs  of  Louisbourg  was  the  more  feverely 
felt  by  the  French  king,  as  it  had  been  attended 
with  the  deftruftipn  of  fo  many  confiderable  mips 

and 
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and  frigates.  The  particulars  of  this  tranfacYion  An.  1758. 
were  immediately  brought  to  England,  in  a  veilcl 
difpatched  for  thatpurpofe,  with  captain  Amherft, 
brother  to  the  commander ;  who  was  alfo  intruded 
with  eleven  pair  of  colours  taken  at  Louisbourg  : 
thefe  were,  by  his  majefty's  order,  carried  in  Rejorc- 
pompous  parade,  efcorted  by  detachments  of  horfe 
and  foot-guards,  with  kettle-drums  and  trumpets, 
from  the  palace  of  Kenfmgton  to  St.  Paul's  cathe- 
dral, where  they  were  depofited  as  trophies,  under 
a  difcharge  of  cannon,  and  other  noify  expreffions 
of  triumph  and  exultation.  Indeed,  the  public  re- 
joicings for  the  conqueft  of  Louisbourg  were  dif- 
fufed  through  every  part  of  the  Britifh  dominions, 
and  addrefTes  of  congratulation  were  prefented  -to 
the  king  by  a  great  number  of  flouriming  towns 
and  corporations. 

After  the  reduction  of  Cape  Breton,  fome  fhips  Reduc- 
were  detached  with  a  body  of  troops,  under  the  " 

command  of  lieut.  col.  lord  Rollo,  to  take  pofieffion 
of  the  iiland  of  St.  John,  which  alfo  lies  in  the  giilph 
of  St.  Laurence,  and,  by  its  fertility  in  corn  and  cat- 
tle, had  fince  the  beginning  of  the  war  fupplied 
Quebec  with  considerable  quantities  of  provifion. 
It  was  likewife  the  afylum  to  which  the  French  neu- 
trals of  Annapolis  fled  for  fhelter,  from  the  Eng- 
lifh  government;  and  the  retreat  from  whence 
they  and  the  Indians  ufed  to  make  their  fudden  ir- 
ruptions into  Nova  Scotia,  where  they  perpetrated 
the  moft  inhuman  barbarities  on  the  defenceless 
fubjects  of  Great  Britain.  The  number  of  inha- 
bitants amounted  to  four  thoufand  one  hun- 
dred, who  fubmitted,  and  brought  in  their  arms  : 
then  lord  Rollo  took  pollilllon  of  the  governor's 

quarters, 
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An,  1758.  quarters,  where  he  found  feveral  fcalps  of  Englifh- 
men,  whom  the  favages  had  afTaffinated,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  encouragement  they  received  from 
their  French  patrons  and  allies,  who  gratify  them 
with  a  certain  premium  for  every  fcalp  they  pro- 
duce. The  ifland  was  flocked  with  above  t^ri 
thoufand  head  of  black  cattle,  and  fome  of  the 
farmers  raifed  each  twelve  hundred  bufhels  of  corn 
annually  for  the  market  of  Quebec. 

Expedi-         The  joy  and  fatisfaction  arifing  from  the  con- 

Tkond  ^ue^  °^  J-'Ouifo011^  anc*  St.  John,  was  not  a  little 
roga.  checked  by  the  difafler  which  befel  the  main  body 
of  the  Britifh  forces  in  America,  under  the  imme- 
diate conduct  of  general  Abercrombie,  who,  as 
we  have  already  obferved,  had  propofed  the  re- 
duction of  the  French  forts  on  the  lakes  George 
and  Champlain,  as  the  chief  objects  of  his  enter- 
prize  -,  with  a  view  to  fecure  the  frontier  of  the 
Britifh  colonies,  and  open  a  paiTage  for  the  future 
conquefts  of  Canada.  In  the  beginning  of  July 
his  forces,  amounting  to  near  feven  thoufand  regu- 
lar troops,  and  ten  thoufand  provincials,  embarked 
on  the  Lake  George,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Lake  Champlain,  on  board  of  nine  hundred  bat- 
teaus,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty -five  whale  boats, 
with  provifion,  artillery,  and  ammunition;  feve- 
ral pieces  of  cannon  being  rnounted  on  rafts  to 
cover  the  purpofed  landing,  which  was  next  day 
effected  without  oppofition.  The  general's  defign 
was  to  invefl  Ticonderoga,  a  fort  fituated  on  a 
tongue  of  land,  extending  between  Lake  George 
and  a  narrow  gut  that  communicates  with  the 
Lake  Champlain.  This  fortification  was,  on  three 
fides,  iurrounded  with  water,  and  in  front  nature 
had  fecured  it  with  a  morafs,  The 
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The  Englifh  troops   being  dilembarked,  were   An.  1758. 
immediately  formed  into  three  columns,  and   be-   siurmifh. 
gan  their  march  to   the  enemy's  advanced  poll, 
confifting   of  one  battalion,   encamped  behind  a 
bread-work  of  logs,  which  they  now  abandoned 
with  precipitation,  after  having  fet  them  on  fire, 
and  burned  their  tents  and  implements.     ThcBri- 
tifh  forces  continued  their  march  in  the  fame  order; 
but  the  route  lying  through  a  thick  wood  that  did 
not  admit  of  any  regular  progrefiion,  or  pafiage, 
and  the  guides  proving  extremely  ignorant,  the 
troops  were  bewildered,  and  the  columns  broken 
by  falling  in  one  upon  another.     Lord  Howe  be- 
ing advanced  at  the  head  of  the  right  centre  co- 
lumn, encountered  a  French  detachment  who  had 
likewife  loft  their  way  in  the  retreat  from  the  ad- 
vanced poft,  and  a  warm  fkirmifh  enfuing,   the 
enemy  were  routed  with  confiderable  lofs  •,  a  good 
number  were  killed,  and  one  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  taken  prifoners,  including  five  officers.  This 
petty  advantage  was  dearly  bought  with  the  lofs  of 
lord  Howe,  who  fell  in  the  beginning  of  the  ac- 
tion, unfpeakably  regretted  as  a  young  nobleman 
of  the  mod  promifing  talents,  who  had  diftinguifh- 
td  himfelf  in  a  peculiar  manner  by  his  courage,  ac- 
tivity, and  rigid  obfervation  of  military  difcipline, 
and  had  acquired  the  efteem  and  affection  of  the 
ibldiery  by  his  generofity,  fweetnefs  of  manners, 
and  engaging  addrefs.    The  general  perceiving  the 
troops  were  greatly  fatigued  and  difordered  from 
want  of  reft  and  refremment,  thought  it  advifeable 
to  march  back  to  the  landing-place,  which  they 
reached  about  eight  in  the  morning.     Then  he  de- 
tached lieutenant- colonel  Bradfcreet,  with  one  re- 
gular 
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An.  1758.  gular  regiment,  fix  companies  of  the  Royal  Ame- 
ricans, with  the  batteau-men,  'and  a  body  of  ran- 
gers, to  take  pofiefilon  of  a  faw-mill  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Ticonderoga,  which  the  enemy  had 
abandoned. 

Unfuc-  Yhis  p0ft  bein^  fecured  the  general  advanced 

cefsful  at-  r      .    _,.  ° 

tack  on      again  towards  Ticonderoga,  where  he  underitood 

theFrench  from  the  prifoners  the  enemy  had  afTembled  eight 
battalions,  with  a  body  of  Canadians  and  Indians, 
amounting  in  all  to  fix  thoufand.  Thefe,  they 
faid,  being  encamped  before  the  fort,  were  em- 
ployed in  making  a  formidable  intrenchment,  where 
they  intended  to  wait  for  a  reinforcement  of  three 
thoufand  men,  who  had  been  detached  under  the 
command  of  M.  de  Levi,  to  make  a  diverfion  on 
the  fide  of  the  Mohawk*  river  •,  but  upon  intelli- 
gence of  Mr.  Abercrombie's  approach,  were  now 
recalled  for  the  defence  of  Tieonderoga.  This  in- 
formation determined  the  Englifh  general  to  ftrike, 
if  pofilble,  fome  decifive  ftroke  before  the  junction 
could  be  effected.  He,  therefore,  early  next  morn-' 
ing  fent  his  engineer  acrofs  the  river  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  fort,  to  reconnoitre  the  ene- 
my's intrenchments,  and  he  reported,  that  the 
works  being  ftill  unfinifhed,  might  be  attempted 
with  a  good  profpecl  of  fuccefs.  A  difpofition  was 
made  accordingly  for  the  attack,  and  after  proper 
guards  had  been  left  at  the  law- mill  and  the  land- 
ing-place, the  whole  army  was  put  in  motion* 

*  This  officer  intended  to  afterwards  ient  thither  briga- 

have  made  an  irruption  through  dier  Stanwix,  with  a  confidera- 

the  pals  of  Oneida  on  the  Mo-  bie  body  of  Provincials  ;  and 

hawk's  river,  but  was  recalled  this  important  pafs  was  fecured 

before  he  could  execute  this  de-  by  a  fort  built  at  that  juncture, 
fign.      General   Abercrombie 

i  They 
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*They  advaaced  with  great  alacrity  towards  the  in-  An.  !75 
trenchment,  which,  however,  they  found  altoge- 
ther impracticable.  The  bread-work  was  raifed 
eight  feet  high,  and  the  ground  before  it  covered 
with  an  abattis,  or  felled  trees,  with  their  boughs 
pointing  outwards,  and  projecting  in  fuch  a  man* 
ner  as  to  render  the  intrenchment  almoft  iruccefli- 
ble.  Notwithstanding  thefe  difcouragirg  difficul- 
ties, the  Britim  troops  marched  up  to  the  atfault 
with  an  undaunted  refolution,  and  fuftained  a  ter- 
rible fire  without  flinching.  They  endeavour- 
ed to  cut  their  way  through  thefe  embarraiTments 
with  their  fwords,  and  fome  of  them  even  mounted 
the  parapet  ;  but  the  enemy  were  fo  well  covered, 
that  they  could,  deliberately,  direct  their  fire  with- 
out the  lead  danger  to  themfelves  :  the  carnage  was 
therefore  confiderable,  and  the  troops  began  to  fall 
into  Confufion,  after  feveral  repeated  attacks,  which 
laded  above  four  hours,  under  the  mod  difadvan- 
tageous  circumdances.  The  general,  by  this  time, 
faw  plainly  that  no  hope  of  fuccefs  remained  -,  and, 
in  order  to  prevent  a  total  defeat,  took  meafures 
for  the  retreat  of  the  army,  .which  retired  unmo- 
lefted  to  their  former  camp,  with  the  lofs  of  about 
eighteen  hundred  men  killed  orwounded,  including 
a  great  number  of  officers.  Every  corps  of  regu- 
lar troops  behaved,  on  this  unfortunate  occafion* 
with  remarkable  intrepidity  \  but  the  greateft  lofs 
was  fuftained  by  lord  John  Murray's  Highland  re- 
giment, of  which  above  one  half  of  the  private 
men,  and  twenty-five  officers,  were  either  flain  up- 
on the  fpot,  or  defperately  wounded. 

Mr.  Abercrombie,  unwilling  to  day  in  the  neigh-   General 
bourhood  of  the  enemy,  with  forces  which  had  re-  Aberu- 

VCTT-T  crombie 

*  XVII;  T  ceived  retreats. 
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An.  1758.  ceived  fuch  a  difpiricing  check,  retired  to  his  bat- 
teaus,  and  reimbarking  the  troops,  returned  to  the 
camp  at  Lake  George,  from  whence  he  had  taken 
his  departure.  Cenfure,  which  always  attends 
mifcarriage,  did  not  fpare  the  character  of  this 
commander:  his  attack  was  condemned  as  rain* 
and  his  retreat  as  pufillanimous.  In  fuch  cafes  al- 
lowance mud  be  made  for  the  peevimnefs  of  difap- 
pointment,  and  the  clamour  of  connection.  How 
far  Mr.  Abercrombie  acquitted  himfelf  in  the  duty 
of  a  general,  we  (hall  not  pretend  to  determine  : 
but  if  he  could  depend  upon  the  courage  and  dif- 
cipline  of  his  forces,  he  furely  had  nothing  to  fear 
after  the  action,  from  the  attempts  of  the  enemy 
to  whom  he  would  have  been  fuperior  in  number, 
even  though  they  had  been  joined  by  the  expected 
reinforcement  :  he  might  have  therefore  remained 
on  the  fpot,  in  order  to  execute  fome  other  enter- 
'.  prize  when  he  Ihould  be  reinforced  in  his  turn  j 
for  general  Amherft  no  fooner  heard  of  his  difafter,, 
than  he  returned  with  the  troops  from  Cape  Bre- 
ton to  New  England,  after  having  left  a  ftrong  gar- 
rifon  in  Louifbourg.  At  the  head  of  fix  regi- 
ments he  began  his  march  to  Albany,  about  the 
middle  of  September,  in  order  to  join  the  forces 
on  the  lake,  that  they  might  undertake  fome  other 
fervice  before  the  feafon  fhould  be  exhaufted. 

fortFron-       In  the  mean  time  general  Abercrombie  had  de- 

tenactak-   tacne^  lieutenant-  colonel  Bradflreet  with  a  body  of 
enandde-  .  J 

three  thoufand  men,  chiefly  Provincials,  to  exe- 


the  Eng-  cute  a  plan  which  this  officer  had  formed  againft 
Cadaraqui,  or  Fort  Frontenac,  fituated  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  river  St.  Laurence,  juft  where  it 
takes  its  origin  from  the  Lake  Ontario.  To  the 

fide 
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fide  of  this  lake  he  penetrated  with  his  detach-    An-  17S* 
ment,  and  embarking  in  fome  (loops  and  batteaus, 
provided  for  the  purpofe,  landed  within  a  mile  of 
Fort  Frontenac,  the  garrifon  of  which,  confiding  of 
one  hundred  and  ten  men,  with  a  few  Indians,, im- 
mediately furrendered  at  discretion.     Confidering 
the  importance  of  this  pofl,  which,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  commanded  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Lau- 
rence, and  ferved  as  a  magazine  to  the  more  fou- 
them  caftles,  the  French  general  was  inexcufable 
for  leaving  it  in  fuch  a  defencelefs  condition.    The 
fortification  itfelf  was  inconfiderable  and  ill-con- 
trived :  neverthelefs,   it  contained  fixty  pieces  of 
cannon,  fixteen  fmall  mortars,  with   an  immenfe 
quantity  of  merchandize  and  provifion,  depofited 
for  the  ufe  of  the  French  forces  detached  againft 
brigadier  Forbes,  their  weftern  garrifons,  and  In- 
dian allies,  as  well  as  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  corps 
•commanded   by  Mr*  de  Levi,   on  his  enrerprize 
againft   the  Mohawk  river.     Mr.  Bradftreet  not 
only  reduced  the  fort  without  bloodihed,  but  alfo 
made   himfelf  mafter  of  all  the  enemy's  mipping 
on  the  lake,  amounting  to  nine  armed  veiTels,  fome 
of  which  carried   eighteen  guns.     Two  of  thefe 
Mr.  Bradftreet  conveyed  to  Oiwego,  whither  he  re- 
turned with  his  troops,  after  he  had  deftroyed  Fore 
Frontenac,  with  all  the  artillery,  llores,  provifion, 
and  merchandize,  which  it  contained.     In  confe- 
quence  of  this  exploit,  the  French  troops  to  the 
fouthward  were  expoied  to  the  hazard  of  ftarving; 
but  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  the  general's  rcafon  for 
giving  orders  to  abandon  and  deltroy  a  fort,  which, 
if  properly  ftrengthened  and  fuftained,  might  have  • 
rendered  the  Englim  mailers  of  the  Lake  Ontario, 
T  2  and 
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An.  1758.  and  grievoufly  harraffed  the  enemy,  both  in  their 
commerce  and  expeditions  to  the  weftward.     In- 
deed, great  part  of  the  Indian  trade  centered  at 
Frontenac,  to  which  place  the  Indians  annually  re- 
paired from  all  parts  of  America,  fome  of.  them  at 
the  diftance   of  a  thoufand  miles,  and  here   ex- 
changed their  furs  for  European  commodities..    So  - 
much  did  the  French  traders  excel  the  Englifh  in 
the  art  of  conciliating  the  affection  of  thofe  favage 
tribes,  that  great  part  of  them,  in  their  yearly  pro- 
greis  to  this  remote  market,  actually  patted  by  the 
Britifh  fettlement  of  Albany  in  New  York,  where 
they  might  have  been  fupplied  with  what  articles 
they  wanted,  much  more   cheap  than  they  coul<J 
purchafe  them  at  Frontenac  or  Montreal :  nay,  the 
French  traders  ufed  to  furnim  themfelves  with  thefe 
very  commodities  from  the  merchants  of  New  York, 
and  found  this  traffic  much  more  profitable  than 
that  of  procuring  the  fame  articles  from  France, 
loaded  with  the  expence  of  a  tedious  and  dange- 
rous navigation,  from  the  fea  to  the  fource  of  the 
river  St.  Laurence. 

Brigadier  In  all  probability,  the  deftru&ion  of  P>ontenac 
takes  pof-  facilitated  the  expedition  againft  Fort  du  Quefne, 
feffion  of  intruded  to  the  conduct  of  brigadier  Forbes,  who, 

Chefne  w^^  ^s  ^U^e  arm^'  began  his  march  in  the  be- 
ginning of  July  from  Philadelphia  for  the  river 
Ohio,  a  prodigious  tract  of  couatry  very  little 
known,  deftitme  of  military  roads,  incumbered 
with  mountain's,  morafTes,  and  woods,  that  were 
almofc  impenetrable.  It  was  not  without  incredi- 
ble exertion  of  induflry,  that  he  procured  provi- 
fions  and  carnages  for  this  expedition,  formed  new- 
roads,  extended  {touting  parties,  fecured  camps, 

and 
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and  furmounted  many  other  difficulties  in  the  courfe  An- 175* 
of  his  tedious  march,  during  which  he  was  alb 
harrafied  by  fmall  detachments  of  the  enemy's 
Indians.  Having  penetrated  with  the  main  body 
as  far  as  Ray's -Town,  at  the  diftance  of  ninety 
miles  from  Fort  du  Quefne,  and  advanced  colonel 
Bouquet,  with  two  thouiand  men,  about  fifty  miles 
farther,  to  a  place  called  Lyal  Henning,  this  officer 
detached  major  Grant,  at  the  head  of  eight  hun- 
dred men,  to  reconnoitre  the  fort  and  its  outworks. 
The  enemy  perceiving  him  approach,  fent-a  body 
of  troops  againft  him,  fufficient  to  furround  his 
whole  detachment  •,  a  very  fevere  action  began, 
the  Englifh  maintained  it  with  their  ufual  courage 
for  three  hours  againft  cruel  odds,  but  at  length, 
being  overpowered,  by  numbers,  they  were  obliged 
to  give  way,  and  retired  in  diibrder  to  Lyal -Hen- 
ning, with  the  lols  of  about  three  hundred  men 
killed  or  taken,  including  major  Grant,  who  was 
carried  prifoner  to  Fort  du  Queihe,  and  nineteen 
officers.  Notwithftanding  this  mortifying  check, 
brigadier  Forbes  advanced  with  the  army,  relblv- 
ed  to  profecute  his  operations  with  vigour ;  but 
the  enemy  dreading  the  profpect  of  a  liege,  dif- 
mantled  and  abandoned  the  fortj  and  retired  down 
the  river  Ohio,  to  their  fettlements  on  the  Mififfip- 
pi.  They  quitted  the  fort  on  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  November,  and  next  day  it  was  pofTefTed 
by  the  Britilh  forces.  As  for  the  Indians  of  this 
country,  they  feemed  heartily  to  renounce  their 
connections  with  France,  and  be  perfectly  recon* 
ciled  to  the  government  of  his  Britannic  majefty. 
Brigadier  Forbes  having  repaired  the  iort,  changed 
its  name  from  Du  Quefne  to  Pittfburg,  fecured  it 
T  3  with 
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with  agarrifon  of  Provincials,  and  concluded  trea- 
ties of  friendfhip  and  alliance  with  the  Indian  tribes. 
Then  he  marched  back  to  Philadelphia,  and  in  his 
retreat  built  a  blockhoufe,  near  Lyal-Henning,  for 
the  defence  of  Penfylvania :  but  he  himfelf  did  not 
long  furvive  thefe  tranfactions,  his  constitution 
having  been  exhaufted  by  the  incredible  fatigues 
of  the  fervice. 

Thus  have  we  given  a  particular  detail  of  all  the 
remarkable  operations  by  which  this  campaign 
was  diftinguifhed  on  the  continent  of  America ; 
the  reader  will  be  convinced,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  the  defeat  at  Ticonderoga,  and  the  difafter 
of  the  advanced  party  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Fort  du  Quefne,  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  acquired 
many  important  advantages ;  and,  indeed,  paved 
the  way  for  the  reduction  of  Quebec,  and  conqueft 
of  ail  Canada.  In  the  mean  time,  the  admirals 
Bofcawen  and  Hardy,  having  left  a  considerable 
fquadron  at  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia,  returned  with 
four  (hips  of  the  line  to  England,  where  they  ar- 
rived in  the  beginning  of  November,  after  having 
given  chace  to  fix  large  French  (hips,  which  they 
clefcried  to  the  weilward  of  Scilly,  but  could  not 
overtake  or  bring  to  an  engagement. 

Jtnter*  The  conqueft  of  the  French  fettlements  in  the 

againft  riyer  Senegal  being  deemed  imperfect  and  incom- 
Goree.  piece,  whjlft  France  {till  kept  poffefllon  of  the 
ifland  of  Goree,  the  miniftry  of  Great  Britain  re- 
folved  to  crown  the  campaign  in  Africa  with  the 
reduction  of  that  fortrefs.  For  this  purpofe  com- 
modore Keppel,  brother  to  the  earl  of  Albemarle, 
was  verted  with  the  command  of  a  fquadron,  con- 
fjfting  of  four  {hips  of  the  line,  feveral  frigates, 

two 
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two  bomb-ketches,  and  fome  tranfports,  having  An-  J75*- 
on  board  feven  hundred  men  of  the  regular  troops, 
commanded  by  colonel  Worge,  and  embarked  in 
the  harbour  of  Corke  in  Ireland,  from  whence  this 
whole  armament  took  their  departure  on  the  ele- 
venth day  of  November.  After  a  tempeftuous 
pafiage,  in  which  they  touched  at  the  Ifle  of  Tene- 
riffe,  they  arrived  at  Goree  in  the  latter  end  of 
December,  and  the  commodore  made  a  difpofition 
for  attacking  this  ifland,  which  was  remarkably 
flrong  by  nature,  but  very  indifferently  fortified. 
Goree  is  a  fmall  barren  ifland,  extending  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  length,  of  a  triangular 
form  -,  and  on  the  fouth-weft  fide  rifmg  into  a 
rocky  hill,  on  which  the  paultry  fort  of  St.  Michael 
is  fituated.  There  is  another,  flill  more  incohfi- 
derable,  called  St.  Francis,  towards  the  other  ex- 
tremity of  the  ifland  \  and  fcveral  batteries  were 
raifed  around  its  fweep,  mounted  with  about  one 
hundred  pieces  of  cannon  and  four  mortars.  The 
French  governor,  Mr.  de  St.  Jean,  had  great  plenty 
of  ammunition,  and  his  garrifon  amounted  to  about 
three  hundred  men,  exclufive  of  as  many  negro  in- 
habitants. 

The  flat-bottomed  boats,  for  difembarking  the  TheiHand 
troops,  being  hoifted  out,  and  difpofed  along-fide  }  fur~ 
of  the  different  tranfports,  the  commodore  fta- 
tioned  his  mips  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ifland,  and 
the  engagement  began  with  a  fhell  from  one  of  the 
ketches.  This  was  a  fignal  for  the  great  mips, 
which  poured  in  their  broadfides  without  intermif- 
fion,  and  the  fire  was  returned  with  equal  vivacity 
from  all  the  batteries  of  the  ifland.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  action  the  cannonading  from  the  (hips  be- 
T  4  cams 
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Q.  1758.  came  fo  fevere  and  terrible,  that  the  French  garri- 
fon defcrted  their  quarters,  in  fpite  of  all  the  efforts* 
of  the  governor,  who  acquitted  hirnfeif  like  a  man 
of  honour  \  but  was  obliged  to  ftrike  his  colours, 
and  furrender  at  discretion,  after  a  ihort 'but  warm 
difpute,  in  which  the  lofsof  the  Britifli  commodore 
did  not  exceed  one  hundred  men  killed  and 
wounded.  The  fuccefs  'of  the  day  was  the  more 
extraordinary  as  the  French  garrifon  had  no-t  loft 
a  man,  except  one  negro,  killed  by  the  burliing 
of  a  bomb-fhell,  and  the  number  of  their  wounded 
was  very  inconfiderable.  While  the  attack  lafted, 
the  oppofite  fhore  of  the  continent  was  lined  with 
a  concourfe  of  neproes,  arlembled  to  view  the  com- 

O  ' 

bat,  who  exprefled  their  fentiments  and  furprize 
in  loud  clamour  and  uncouth  gesticulations,  and 
fcemed  to  be  imprefled  with  awe  and  aftohifhment 
at  the  power  and  execution  of  the  Britim  fquadron. 
The  French  colours  being  ftruck,  as  a  fignal  of 
fubmiflion,  the  commodore  fent^i  detachment  of 
marines  on  fhore,  who  difarmed  the  garrifon,  and 
hoifltd  the  Britifh  flag  upon  the  caftTe  of  St.  Mi- 
phael.  In  the  mean  time  the  governor  and  the 
reft  of  the  priibners  were  fecured  among  the  fhip- 
ping.  Thus  the  important  illand  of  Goree  fell 
into  the  hands  qf  the  En-glifh,  together  with  two 
trading  vefTels,  that  chanced. to  be  at  anchor  in  the 
road  ;  and  ftores,  money,  and  merchandize,  to  the 
value  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds. 

Part  of  the  troops  being  left  in  garrifon  at  Go- 
fee,  under  the  command  of  major  Newton,  toge- 
ther with  three  (loops  for  his  fervice,  the  fquadron, 
being  watered  -and  refrefhed  from  the  continent, 
|hat  part  of  which  \\  governed  by  one  of  the  Jalof 
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kings,    and  the    prifoners,  with   their   baggage,   An.  1758. 
being  difmifled  in  three  cartel-fhips  to  France ;  the 
commodore  fet  fail  for  Senegal,  and  reinforced  Fort  Commo- 
Louis  with  the  reft  of  the  troops,  under  colonel  penaii?* 
Worge,  who  was  at  this  juncture  favoured  with  a  toSene- 
vifu  by  the  king  of  Legibelli :  but  very  little  pains  Sal« 
were  taken  to  difmifs  this  potentate  in  good  hu- 
mour, or  maintain  the  difpofition  he  profefled  to 
favour  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain.     True  it  is, 
he  was  defirous  of  engaging  the  Englifh  in  his 
quarrels   with  fome   neighbouring   nations ;    and 
fuch  engagements  were  cautioufly  and  politically 
avoided,   becaufe  it  was  the  intereft  of  Great  Bri- 
tain to  be  upon  good  terms  with  every  African 
prince  who  can  promote  and  extend  the  commerce 
pf  her  fubjecls. 

Commodore  Keppel  having  reduced  Goree,  and 
reinforced  the  garrifon  of  Senegal,  returned  to 
England,  where  all  his  mips  arrived,  after  a  very 
tempeftuous  voyage,  in  which  the  fquadron  had 
been  difperfed. 

This  expedition,  however  fuccefsful  in  the  main,   ship- 
was  attended  with  one  misfortune  5   namely,  the  Wrecl5of 
tofs  of  the  Litchfield  fhip  of  war,  commanded  by   Barton; 
captain  Barton,  which,  together  with  one  tranfport 
and  a  bomb-tender,  was  wrecked  on  the  coaft  of 
Barbar.y,  about  nine  leagues  to  the  northward  of 
Safiy,  in  the  dominions  of  Morocco.     One  hun- 
dred and  thirty  men,  including  feveral  officers,  pe- 
villied  on  this  occafion :    but  the  captain  and  the 
reft  of  the  company,  to  the  number  of  two  hun- 
flred  and  twenty,  made  fhift  to  reach  the  fliore, 
\vhere  they  ran  the  rifque  of  ftarving,  and  were 
Cruelly  uied  by  the  natives,  although  a  treaty  of 

peacp 
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An.  1758.  peace  at  that  time  fubfifted  between  Great  Britain 
and  Morocco  ;  nay,  they  were  even  enflaved  by  the 
Emperor,  who  detained  them  in  captivity  until 
they  were  ranfomed  by  the  Britim  government  :  fo 
little  dependence  can  be  placed  on  the  faith  of  fuch 
Barbarian  princes,  with  whom  it  is  even  a  difgrace 
for  any  civilized  nation  to  be  in  alliance,  whatever 
commercial  advantages  might  ariie  from  the  con- 
nexion. 

The  incidents  of  the  war  that  happened  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  during  thefe  occurrences,  may  be  re- 
duced to  a  fmall  compafs.  Nothing  extraordinary 
was  atchi^ved  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Jamaica, 
where  admiral  Cotes  commanded  a  fmall  fquadron, 
from  which  he  detached  cruifers  occafionally  for 
the  prote&ion  of  the  Britifh  commerce  ;  and  at 
Antigua  the  trade  was  effectually  fecured  by  the 
vigilance  of  captain  Tyrrel,  whofe  courage  and 
activity  were  equal  to  his  conduct  and  circumfpec- 
Gaflant  tion.  In  the  month  of  March  this  gfentleman, 
exploit  of  ^h  ]^s  own  foip  tke  Buckingham,  and  the  Cam- 


bridge,  another  of  the  line,  demoliflied  a  fort  on 
die  ifland  of  Martinique,  and  deflroyed  four  priva- 
teers riding  under  its  -protection  :  but  hrs  valour 
appeared  much  more  confpicuous  in  a  fubfequent 
engagement,  which  happened  in  the  month  of 
November.  Being  detached  on  a  cruife  in  his  own 
fhip  the  Buckingham  by  commodore  Moore,  who 
commanded  at  the  Leeward  Iflands,  he  fell  in  with 
the  Weazel  floop,  commanded  by  captain  Boles, 
between  the  iflands  of  Montferrat  and  Guadalupe, 
and  immediately  difcovered  a  fleet  of  nineteen  fail, 
under  convoy  of  a  French  Ihip  of  war  carrying 
feventy-four  cannon,  and  two  large  frigates.  Cap- 
5  tain 


RICHARD  TYRRBL 

late  Captain  of  the  Buckingham. 
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tain  Tyrrel  immediately  gave  chace  with  all  the  fail  A&.  »7S 
he  could  carry  •,  and  the  Weazle,  running  clofe  to 
the  enemy,  received  a  whole  broadfide  from  the 
large  fhip,  which,  however,  Ihe  fuftained-  without 
much  damage:  neverthelefs  Mr.  Tyrrel  ordered 
her  commander  to  keep  aloof,  as  he  could  not  be  - 
fuppofed  able  to  bear  the  fhock  of  large  metal, 
and  he  himfelf  prepared  for  the  engagement.  The 
enemy's  large  fhip  the  Florifianr,  though  of  much 
greater  force  than  the  Buckingham,  inftead  of 
lying- to  for  his  coming  up,  made  a  running  fight 
with  her  ftern-chace,  while  the  two  frigates  an- 
noyed him  in  his  courfe,  fometimes  raking  him 
fore  and  aft,  and  fometimes  lying  on  his  quarter. 
At  length  he  came  along-fide  of  the  Florifiant, 
within  piftol-fhot,  and  poured  in  a  whole  broad- 
/ide,  which  did  coniiderable  execution.  The  fa- 
lutation  was  returned  with  equal  vivacity,  and  a  fu- 
rious engagement  enfued.  Captain  Tyrrel  was 
wounded  in  the  face,  and  loft  three  fingers  of  his 
right  hand ;  fo  that,  being  intirely  difabled,  he  was 
obliged  to  delegate  the  command  of  the  fhip  to 
his  firfl  lieutenant,  Mr.  Marfhal,  who  continued 
the  battle  with  great  gallantry  until  he  loft  his  life: 
then  the  charge  devolved  to  the  fecond  lieutenant, 
who  acquitted  himfelf  with  equal  honour,  and  fuf- 
tained a  defperate  fight  againft  the  three  mips  of 
the  enemy.  The  officers  and  crew  of  the  Buck- 
ingham exerted  themfelves  with  equal  vigour  and 
deliberation  •,  and  captain  Troy,  who  commanded 
a  detachment  of  marines  xon  the  poop,  plied  his 
fmall  arms  fo  effectually  as  to  drive  the  French 
from  their  quarters.  At  length  confufion,  terror, 
and  uproar  prevailing  on  board  the  Florifiant,  her 

firing 
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•An.  1758.  firing  ceafed,   and  her  colours  were  hauled  down 
about   the  twilight :    but  her  commander,   per- 
ceiving that  the  Buckingham  was  too  much  da- 
maged in  her  rigging  to  purfue  with  any  hope  of 
fuccefs,  ordered  all  his  fails  to  be  fet,  and  fled  in 
the  dark  wish  his  two  conforts.     Nothing  but  this 
circumflance  could  have  prevented  a  Britim  fhip  of 
fixty-five  guns,  indifferently  manned,  in  refpedt  to 
number,  from  taking  a  French  fhip  of  the  line, 
mounted  with  feventy-four  pieces  of  cannon,  pro- 
vided with  feven  hundred  men,    and  aflifted  by 
two  large  frigates,  one  of  thirty-eight  guns,    and 
the  other  wanting  two  of  this  number.     The  lofs 
of  the  Buckingham,  in  this  action,  did  not  exceed 
twenty  men  killed   and  wounded;    whereas  the 
number  of  the  {lain  on  board  the  Floriffant  did  not 
fall  (hort  of  one  hundred  and  eighty,  and  that  of 
her  wounded  is  faid  to  have  exceeded  three  hun- 
dred.    She  was  fo  difabled  in  her  hull,  that  me 
could  hardly  be  kept  afloat  until  (he  reached  Mar- 
tinique, where  fhe  was  repaired  •,  and  the  largeft 
frigate,  together  with  the  lofs  of  forty  men,  re- 
ceived fuch  damage  as  to  be  for  fome  time  quite 
unfervieeable. 

In  the  Eaft  Indies  the  tranfactions  of  the  war 
were  chequered  with  a  variety  of  fuccefs ;  but,  on 
the  whole,  the  defigns  of  the  enemy  were  intirely 
defeated.  The  French  king  had  fent  a  confider- 
able  reinforcement  to  the  Eaft  Indies  under  the 
command  of  general  Lally,  an  officer  of  Irifh  ex- 
traftion,  together  with  fuch  a  number  of  fhips  as 
rendered  the  fquadron  of  Mr.  d'Apche  fuperior  to 
that  of  admiral  Pocock,  who  had  fucceeded  ad- 
miral Watfon,  lately  deceafed,  in  the  command  of 

the 
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the  Englifh  fqnadron  ftationed  on  the  coaft  of  Co-   An- 
romandel,  which,  in  the  beginning  of  this  year, 
was  reinforced  from  England  with  feveral  fhips_ 
under  the  direction  of  commodore  Stevens.     Im- 
mediately after  this  junction,  which  was  effected 
in  the  road  of  Madrafs  on  the  twenty-fourth  day 
of  March,  admiral  Pocock,  who  had  already  fig- 
nalized  himfelf  by  his  .courage,  vigilance,  and  con- 
duct, failed  to  windward,  with  a  view  to  intercept 
the  French  fquadron,  of  which  he  had  received  in- 
telligence.    In  two  days  he  dcfcried  in  the  road  of  Admiral 
Fort  St.  David  the  enemy's  fleet,  confiding  of  nine  ^°c^s 
fhips,  which  immediately  flood  put  to  fea,   and  theFrench 
formed  the  line  of  battle  a-head.     The  admiral  [juat^on 
took  the  fame  precaution,  and,  bearing  down  upon  £aft  ia. 
Mr.  d'Apche,  the  engagement  began  about  three 
in  the  afternoon.    The  French  commodore,  having 
fuftained  a  warm  action  for  about  two  hours,  bore 
away  with  his  whole  fleet;  and  being  joined  by  two 
fhips,  formed  a  line  of  battle  again  tq  leeward. 
Admiral   Pocock's   own  (hip,    and   iome  others, 
being  greatly  damaged  in  their  mafts  and  rigging, 
two  of  his  captains  having  miflbehaved  in  the  ac- 
tion, and  night  coming  on,  he  did  not  think  it  ad- 
vifeable  to  purfue  them  with  all  the  fail  he  could 
carry  •,  but  neverthelefs  he  followed  them  at  a  pro- 
per diftance,  Handing  to  the  fouth-weft,  in  order  to 
maintain   the  weather-gage,  in  cafe  he  fhould  be 
able  to  renew  the  action  in  the  morning.     In  this 
expectation,  however,    he   was   difappointed  :  the 
enemy  fhewed  no  lights,  nor  made  any  fignals  that 
could  be  obferved ;  and  in  the  morning  not  the 
lead  veitige  of   them  appeared.       Mr.   Pocock, 
on  the  fuppofition  that  they  had  weathered  him  in 

the 
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An.  1758.  the  night,  endeavoured  to  work  up  after  them  to 
windward  ;  but  finding  he  loft  ground  confidera- 
bly,  he  dropped  anchor  about  three  leagues  to  the 
northward  of  Sadras,and  received  intelligence  from 
the  chief  of  that  fettlement,  that  one  of  the  largefl 
French  fhips  having  been  difabled  in  the  engage- 
ment, was  run  afhore  to  the  fouthward  of  Alem- 
parve,  where  their  whole  fquadron  lay  at  anchor. 
Such  was  the  ifTue  of  the  firft  action  between  the 
Englim  and  French  fquadrons  in  the  Eaft-Indies, 
which,  over  and  above  the  lofs  of  a  capital  fhip,  is 
faid  to  have  colt  the  enemy  about  five  hundred 
men,  whereas  the  Britifli  admiral  did  not  lofe  one- 
fifth  part  of  that  number.  Being  diffatisfied  with 
the  behaviour  of  three  captains,  he,  on  his  return 
to  Madrafs,  -appointed  a  court-martial  to  enquire 
into  their  conduct  :  two  were  difmifTed  from  that 
fervice,  and  the  third  was  fentenced  to  lofe  one 
year's  rank  as  a  poft-captain. 

Fort  St.  In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Lally  had  difembarked 
^s  tro°Ps  at  Pondicfierry,  and  taking  the  field  im- 
mediately  invefted  the  fort  of  St.  David,  while  the 

French,  fquadron  blocked  it  up  by  fea;  two  Englim  fhips 
being  at  anchor  in  the  road  when  tKe  enemy  ar- 
rived, their  captains  feeing  no  pofiibility  of  efcap- 
ing,  ran  them  on  fhore,  fet  them  on  fire,  and  re- 
tired with  their  men  into  the  fortrefs,  which,  how- 
ever, was  in  a  few  days  furrendered.  Admiral  Po- 
cock  having,  to  the  beft  of  his  power,  repaired  his 
mattered  fhips,  fet  fail  again  on  the  tenth  of  May, 
in  order  to  attempt  the  relief  of  Fort  St.  David's  ; 
but  notwithftanding  his  utmoft  endeavours,  he 
could  not  reach  it  in  time  to  be  of  any  fervice.  On  the 
thirtieth  day  of  the  month  he  came  in  fight  of  Pon1 

dicherry, 
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dicherry,  from  whence  the  French  fquadron  flood 
away  early  next  morning  •,  nor  was  it  in  his  power 
to  come  up  with  them,  though  he  made  allpoflible 
efforts  for  that  purpofe.     Then  receiving  intelli- 
gence that  Fort  St.  David's  was  furrendered  to  the 
enemy,  he  returned  again  to  Madrafs,  in  order  to 
refrefh  his  fquadron.     On  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
July,  he  failed  a  third  time  in  queft  of  Mr.  d'Apche, 
and,  in  two  days,  perceived  his  fquadron,  confift- 
ing  of  eight  mips  of  the  line  and  a  frigate,  at  an- 
chor in  the  road  of  Pondicherry.     They  no  fooner 
defcried  him  advancing  than  they  ftood  out  to  fea 
as  before,  and  he  continued  to  chace  in  hope  of 
bringing  them  to  an  engagement  -,  but  all  his  en- 
deavours proved  fruitkfs  till  the  third  day  of  Auguft, 
when  having  obtained  the  weather-gage,  he  bore 
down  upon  them  in  order  of  battle.     The  engage-  Second 
ment  began  with  great  impetuofity  on  both  fides,  engage- 
but  in  little  more  than  ten  minutes  Mr.  d'Apche  ™*cn**d- 
fet  his  forefail  and  bore  away,  his  whole  fquadron  miral  Po- 
followino;  his  example,  and  maintaining  a  running  cock  ancl 

r    i      •  iv  T-L      r>      -/i       j     •  ",    monfieur 

fight  in  a  very  irregular  line.  1  he  britiih  admiral  d'Apche. 
then  hoifted  the  fignal  for  a  general  chace,  which 
the  enemy  perceiving,  thought  proper  to  cut  away 
their  boats  and  croud  with  all  the  fail  they  could 
carry.  They  efcaped  by  favour  of  the  night  into 
the  road  of  Pondicherry,  and  Mr.  Pocock  anchored 
with  his  fquadron  off  Carical,  a  French  fettlement, 
having  thus  obtained  an  undiiputed  victory,  with 
the  lois  of  thirty  men  killed,  and  one  hundred  and 
fixteen  wounded,  including  commodore  Stevens 
and  captain  Martin,  though  their  wounds  were  not 
dangerous.  The  number  of  killed  and  wounded 

on 
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An.  1758.  on  board  of  the  French  fquadron,  amounted,  ac-* 
cording  to  report,  to  five  hundred  and  forty  •,  and 
their  fleet  was  fo  much  damaged,  that  in  the  be- 
ginning of  September  their  commodore  failed  fof 
the  iflands  of  Bourbon,  in  the  fame  latitude  with 
Madagafcar,  in  order  to  refit,  thus  leaving  the 
command  and  fovereignty  of  the  Indian  feas  to  the 
Englifh  admiral,  whofe  fleet*  from  the  beginning 
of  this  campaign,  had  been  much  inferior  to  the 
French  fquadron  in  number  of  mips  and  men,  as 
well  as  in  weight  of  metal. 

Progrefs  Mr.  Lally  having  reduced  Cudalore  and  Fort  St. 
of  Mr.  David's -f,  refolved  to  extort  a  fum  of  money  from 
the  Eafl-  tne  king  of  Tanjour,  on  pretence  that,  in  the  laft 
Indies.  war,  he  had  granted  an  obligation  to  the  French  go- 
vernor, for  a  certain  fum  which  had  never  beeri 
payed.  Lally  accordingly  marched  with  a  body  of 
three  thoufand  men  into  the  dominions  of  Tan^ 
jour,  and  demanded  feventy-two  lack  of  rupees. 
This  extravagant  demand  being  rejected,  he  plun- 
dered Nagare,  a  trading  town  on  the  f^a-coaft,  and 
afterwards  inverted  the  capital :  but  after  he  had 
profecuted  the  fiege  until  a  breach  was  made,  his 
provifions  and  ammunition  beginning  to  fail,  fe- 
veral  vigorous  fallies  being  made  by  the  forces  of 
the  king  of  Tanjour,  and  the  place  well  defended  by 
European  gunners,  fent  from  the  Englim  garrifon 


f  Cudalore  was   in   fuch  a  any  provifions  or  fre/h  water* 

defencelefs  condition,   that  it  the    garrifon    furrendered    in 

could  make  no  refinance  ;  and  twelve  days,   on  capitulation^ 

there  being   no  place  in  Fort  after  having  fuflained  a  fevere 

St.  David's  bomb-proof,  nor  bombardment. 
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at  Trichenopoli,  he  found  hi mfelf  obliged  to  raife  An.  1758. 
the  fiege,  and  retreat  with  precipitation,  leaving  his 
cannon  behind.  He  arrived  at  Carical  about  the 
middle  of  Auguft,  and  from  thence  retired  to  Pon- 
dicherry  towards  the  end  of  September.  He  af- 
terwards cantoned  his  troops  in  the  province  of 
Arcot,  entered  the  city  without  oppofition,  and  be- 
gan to  make  preparations  for  the  fiege  of  Madrafs, 
which  mail  be  recorded  among  the  incidents  of  the 
fucceeding  year.  In  the  mean  time,  the  land- 
forces  belonging  to  the  Eaft  India  company  were 
fo  much  out-numbered  by  the  reinforcements 
which  arrived  with  Mr.  Lally,  that  they  could  not 
pretend  to  keep  the  field,  but  were  obliged  to  re- 
main on  the  defenfive,  and  provide  as  well  as  they 
could  for  the  fecurity  of  Fort  St.  George,  and  the 
other  fettlements  in  that  part  of  India. 

Having   particularized   the  events   of  the  war  TYanfac- 
which  diftinguifhed  this  year,  in  America,  Africa,   ' 
and  Afia,  thofe  remote  fcenes  in  which  the  intereft   nent  of 
of  Great  Britain  was  immediately  and  intimately  Europe, 
concerned,  it  now  remains  to  record  the  incidents 
of  the  military  operations  in  Germany,  fupported 
by  Britilhfubfidies,  and  enforced  by  Britim  troops, 
to  favour  the  a —  defigns  of  an  ally,  from  whofe  folt- 
tary  friendfhip  the  Britim  nation  can  never  reap  any 

folid  benefit;  and   to   defend  a  foreign  el ,  in 

whofe  behalf  me  had  already  lavifhed  an  immen- 
fity  of  treafure.  Notwithftanding  the  bloodfLed 
and  ravages  which  had  fignalized  the  former  cam- 
paign ;  the  mutual  lofTes  of  the  belligerant  pow- 
ers, the  incredible  expence  of  money,  the  difficulty 
of  recruiting  armies  thinned  by  fword  and  diftem- 
per,  the  fcarcity  of  forage  and  provifion,  the  dif- 
Numb.  17.  U  trefies 
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An.  1758.  trefTes  of  Saxony  in  particular,  and  the  calamities 
of  war  which  defolated  the  greateft  part  of  the 
empire,  no  proportion  of  peace  wa.s  hinted  by  ei- 
ther of  the  parties  concerned,  but  the  powers  at 
variance  feemed  to  be  exafperated  again  ft  each 
other,  with  the  moft  implacable  refentmenr.  Jar-, 
ring  inrerefts  were  harmonized,  old  prejudices 
rooted  up,  inveterate  jealoufies  affwaged,  and  even 
kconfiftencies  reconciled,  in  connecting  the  confe- 
deracy which  was  now  formed  and  eflablifhed 
againft  the  king  of  Pruflia ;  and,  on  the  other 

hand,  the  k-—  of  G —  B feemed  determined 

to  employ  the  whole  power  and  influence  of  his 
crown  in  fupporting  this  monarch.  Yet  the  mem- 
bers of  the  grand  confederacy  were  differently  ac- 
tuated by  difagreeing  motives,  which,  in  the  fe- 
quel,  operated  for  the  prefervation  of  his  Pruffian 
majefty,  by  preventing  the  full  exertion  of  their 
united  ftrength.  The  Emprefs- queen,  over  and 
above  her  dtfire  of  retrieving  Siiefia,  which  was 
her'primary  aim,  gave  way  to  the  fuggeflions  of 
peribnal  hatred  and  revenge,  to  the  gratification  of 
which  flie  may  be  faid  to  have  facrificed,  in  fome 
meafure,  the  interefts  of  her  family,  as  well  as  the 
repoie  of  the  empire,  by  admitting  the  natural 
enemies  of  her  houfe  into  the  Au (Irian  Nether- 
lands, and  inviting  them  to  invade  the  dominions 
of  her  co-eftates  with  a  fofmida*ble  army.  France, 
true  to  her  old  political  maxims,  wifhed  to  fee  the 
houfe  of  Auflria  weakened  by  the  divifions  in  the 
-emp-.'e,  which  fhe  accordingly  fomented  :  for  this 
reafon  it  could  not  be  herinte;eft  to  effect  the  ruin 
•of  the  houfe  of  Brandenburgh  ;  and  therefore  fhe 
had,  no  doubt,  fet  bounds  to  the  profecution  of  her 
5  fchemes 
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fchcmcs  in  concert  with  the  court  of  Vienna  :  but 
her  defigns  againft  Hanover,  amounted  to  ablb- 
lute  conqueft  :  in  purfuance  of  thefe,  me  fcnt  an 
army  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  men 
acrofs  the  Rhin--,  inftead  of  four  and  twenty  thou- 
fand which  fhf  had  engaged  to  furnifh  by  the  ori- 
'ginal  treaty  with  the  Emprefs-qtieen  of  Hungary, 
who  is  faid  to  have  (bared  in  the  fpoils  of  the  elec- 
torate. Tne  Czarina,  by  co  operating  with  the  houies 
of  Bourbon  and  Auitria,  gratified  her  perfonal 
diiguft  towards  the  Prutfjan  monarch,  augmented 
her  finances  by  confiderable  fublidies  from  both, 
and  perhaps  amuied  herfclf  with  the  hope  of  ob- 
taining an eitablimmen tin  tue German  empire:  but 
whether  (he  wavered  in  her  own  ientiments,  or  her 
miniftry  fluctuated  between  the  promifes  of  France 
and  the  prefents  of  G —  B  ---n,  certain  it  is,  her 
forces  had  not  acted  with  vigour  in  Pomerania ; 
and  her  general  Apraxin,  inftead  of  prolecuting  his 
advantage,  had  retreated  immediately  after  the 
Prutfians  milcarried  in  their  attack.  He  v/as  in- 
deed di (graced,  and  tried  for  having  thus  retired 
without  orders  :  but  in  all  probability  this  trial  was 
no  other  than  a  farce,  acted  to  amufe  the  other 
confederates,  while  the  emprefs  of  Ruflla  gained 
time  to  deliberate  upon  the  offers  that  were  made, 
and  determine  with  regard  to  the  advantages  or  dif- 
advantages  that  might  accrue  to  her  from  perfe- 
vering  in  the  engagements  which  me  had  con- 
tracted. As  for  the  Swedes,  although  they  had 
been  inftigated  to  hpiliiities  againil  Pruftia,  by  the 
intrigues  of  France,  and  flattered  with  hopes  of 
retrieving  Pomerania,  they  profecuted  the  war  in 
fuch  adilpirited  and  ineffectual  manner,  as  plainly 
U  2  proved 


308 

An.  1758- 


The  king 
ofPruffia 
raifes  con- 
tributions 
in  Saxony 
and  the 
domi- 
nions of 
the  duke 
ofWir- 
temberg. 


HISTORY   OF    ENGLAND, 

proved  that  either  the  ancient  valour  of  that  people 
was  extinct,  or  that  the  nation  was  not  heartily 
engaged  in  the  quarrel. 

When  the  Ruffian  general  Apraxin  retreated 
from  Pomerania,  marechal  Lehwald,  who  com- 
manded the  Pruffians  in  that  country,  was  left  at 
liberty  to  turn  his  arms  againit  the  Swedes,  and 
accordingly  drove  them  before  him  almoft  without 
oppofition.  By  the  beginning  of  January  they  had 
evacuated  all  the  Pruffian  Pomerania,  and  Leh- 
wald  invaded  their  dominions  in  his  turn.  He,  in 
a  little  time,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  all  Swedim  Po- 
merania, except  Stralfund  and  the  ifle  of  Rugen, 
and  poffefTed  himfelf  of  feveral  magazines  which 
the  enemy  had  erected.  The  Auftrian  army,  after 
their  defeat  at  Breflau,  had  retired  into  Bohemia, 
where  they  were  cantoned,  the  head -quarters  be- 
ing fixed  at  Kohingfgratz.  The  king  of  Pruffia 
having  cleared  all  his  part  of  Silefia,  except  the 
town  of  Schweidnitz,  which  he  circumfcribed  with  a 
blockade,  fent  detachments  from  his  army  cantoned 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Breflau,  to  penetrate  into 
the  Auftrian  or  fouthern  part  of  Silefia,  where  they 
furprized  Troppau  and  Jaggornfdorf,  while  he 
himfelf  remained  at  Breflau,  entertaining  his  offi- 
cers with  concerts  of  mufic.  Not  that  he  fuffered 
thefe  amufements  to  divert  his  attention  from  fub- 
jects  of  greater  importance.  He  layed  Swedifh 
Pomerania  under  contribution,  and  made  a  frefh 
demand  of  five  hundred  thoufand  crowns  from  the 
electorate  of  Saxony.  Having  received  intima- 
tion that  the  duke  of  Mecklembourg  was  employed 
in  providing  magazines  for  the  French  army,  he 
detached  a  body  of  troops  into  that  country,  who 

not 
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not  only  fecured  the  magazines,  but  levied  confi-  An.  1758, 
derable  contributions  i  and  the  duke  retired  toLu- 
beck,  attended  by  the  French  minifter.  The  dates 
of  Saxony  having  proved  a  little  dilatory  in  obey- 
ing his  Prufiian  majedy's  injunction,  received  a 
fecond  intimation,  importing,  That  they  mould 
levy  and  deliver,  within  a  certain  time,  eighteen 
thoufand  recruits  for  his  army,  pay  into  the  hands 
of  his  commiflary  one  year's  revenue  of  the  elec- 
torate in  advance  ;  and  JLeipzic  was  taxed  with  an 
extraordinary  fubfidy  of  eight  hundred  thoufand 
crowns,  on  pain  of  military  execution.  The  dates 
were  immediately  convoked  at  Leipzic,  in  order  to 
deliberate  on  thefe  demands  •,  and  the  city  being 
unable  to  pay  fuch  a  confiderable  fum,  the  Pruf- 
fian  troops  began  to  put  their  monarch's  threats  ia 
execution.  He  judified  thefe  proceedings,  by  de- 
claring that  the  enemy  had  practited  the  fame  vio- 
lence and  oppreffion  on  the  territories  of  his  allies  5 
but  how  the  practice  of  his  declared  enemies,  in 
countries  which  they  had  invaded  and  fubdued  in 
the  common  courfe  of  war,  (hould  judify  him  in 
pillaging  and  opprefiing  a  people,  with  whom  nei- 
ther he  nor  his  allies  were  at  war,  it  is  not  eafy  to 
conceive.  As  little  can  we  reconcile  this  conduct 
to  the  character  of  a  prince,  afluming  the  title  of 
Protector  of  the  Protedant  religion,  which  is  the 
eftablifhed  faith  among  thofe  very  Saxons,  who 
were  fubjected  to  fuch  grievous  impofitions.  Im« 
pofuions  the  more  grievous  and  unmerited,  as 
they  had  never  taken  any  mare  in  the  prefent  war, 
but  caution  fly  avoided  every  dep  that  might  be 
condrued  into  provocation,  fince  the  king  of  P--a 
declared  they  might  depend  upon  his  protection. 
U  3  Before 
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Before  we  proceed  to  enumerate  the  events  of 
the  campaign,  it  may  be  neceffary  to  inform  the 
reader,  that  the  forces  brought  into  the  field  by 
the  emprels-queen  of  Hungary,  and  the.ftates  of 
the  Empire,  the  Czarina,  the  kings  of  France  and 
Sweden,  fell  very  little  fhort  of  three  hundred 
thoufand  men  ;  and  all  thefe  were  dcftined  to  aft 
againil  the  king  of  PrufTia  and  the  elector  of  Ha- 
nover. In  oppofition  to  this  formidable  confede- 
racy, his  Pruffian  majefly  was,  by  the  fubfidy  from 
England,  the  fpoils  of  Saxony,  and  the  revenues 
of  Brandenbourg,  enabled  to  maintain  an  army  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  men ;  while  the 
elector  of  Hanover  afFembled  a  body  of  fixty  thou- 
fand men,  compofed  of  his  own  electoral  troops,  with 
the  auxiliary  mercenaries  of  HefTe  CafTel,  Bucke- 
bourg,  Saxegotha,  and  BrunfwicWolfembuttle,  all 
of  them  maintained  by  the  pay  of  Great  Britain.  At 
this  juncture,  indeed,  there  was  no  other  fund  for 
their  fubfiftence,  as  the  countries  of  Hanover  and 
Heffe  were  pofTciTed  by  the  enemy,  and  in  the 
former  the  government  was  intirrly  changed. 

In,  the  month  of  December,  in  the  preceding 
year,  a  farmer  of  the  revenues  from  Paris  arrived 
at  Hanover,  where  he  eflablifhed  his  office,  in 
order  to  act  by  virtue  of  powers  from  one  John 
Faidy,  to  whom  the  French  king  granted  the  di- 
rection, receipt,  and  adminiftratien  of  all  the  duties 
and  revenues  of  the  electorate.  This  director  was, 
by  a  decree  of  the  council  of  ftate,  impowered  to 
receive  the  revenues  not  only  of  Hanover,  but  alfo 
of  all  other  countries  that  mould  be  fubjected  to 
his  moil  Chriilian  majefty  in  the  courfe  of  the 
campaign ;  and  to  remove  the  receivers  who  had 

been 
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been  employed  in  any  part  of  the  direction,  re-  An-  «7S*- 
ceipt,  and  adminiftration  of  the  duties  and  revenues 
of  Hanover,  and  appoint  others  in  their  room. 
The  French  king,  by  the  fame  decree,  ordained, 
that  all  perfons  who  had  been  intruded  under  the 
preceding  government  with  titles,  papers,  accounts, 
rrg;fters,  or  eftimates,  relating  to  the  adminiftra- 
tion of  the  revenues,  mould  communicate  them  to 
John  Faidy,  or  his  attornies  -,  that  the  magiftrates 
of  the  towns,  diftricts,  and  commonalties,  as  well 
as  thofe  who  directed  the  adminiftration  of  particu- 
lar ftates  and  provinces,  mould  deliver  to  the  faid 
John  Faidy,  or  his  attornies,  the  produce  of  fix 
years  of  the  duties  and  revenues  belonging  to  the 
faid  towns,  diftricts,  and  provinces,  reckoning  from 
the  firft  of  January  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fifty-one,  together  with  an  authentic 
account  of  the  fums  they  had  payed  during  that  term 
to  the  preceding  fovereign,  and  of  the  charges  ne- 
cefTarily  incurred.  It  appears,  from  the  nature  of 
this  decree,  which  was  dated  on  the  eighteenth  day 
of  October,  that  immediately  after  the  conventions 
of  Clofter- feven  and  Bremeworden  *,  the  court  of 
Verfailles  had  determined  to  change  the  govern- 
ment and  fyftem  of  the  electorate,  contrary  to  an 
exprefs  article  of  the  capitulation  granted  to  the 
city  of  Hanover,  when  it  furrendered  on  the  ninth 
day  of  Auguft  •,  and  that  the  crown  of  France  in- 
tended to  take  advantage  of  the  ceflation  of  arms, : 

*  Six   days  after  the   con-  nerals  Sporcken  and  Villemur, 

vention  was  figned  at  Clotter-  relating  to  the  releafe  of  pri- 

feven,   another  aft  of  accom-  foners,    and  fome  other  points 

modation    was    concluded   at  omitted  in  the  convention. 
Bj-emeworden,  between  the  ge- 

U  4  in 
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An.  1758.  in  feizing  places  and  provinces  which  were  not  yet 
fubdued  •,  for,  by  the  decree  abovementioned,  the 
adminiftration  of  John  Faidy  extended  to  the  conn- 
tries  which  might  hereafter  be  conquered.  With 
what  regard  to  juftice,  then,  could  the  French  go- 
vernment charge  the  elector  of  Hanover  with  the 
infraction  of  articles  ?  or  what  refpect  to  good  faith 
and  humanity  did  the  duke  de  Richelieu  obferve,  in 
the  order  ifTued  from  Zell,  towards  the  end  of  the 
year,  importing,  that  as  the  treaty  made  with  the 
country  of  Hanover  had  been  rendered  void  by  the 
violation  of  the  articles  figned  at  Clofter-feven,  all 
the  effects  belonging  to  the  officers,  or  others,  em- 
ployed in  the  Flanoverian  army,  ftiould  be  confif- 
cated  for  the  ufe  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty  ? 
Plan  of  a  The  landgrave  of  HefTe  Caflel,  being  defirous  of 
treaty  be-  averting  a  like  florrn  from  his  dominions,  not  only 

tween  the  ._   ,  .t  .  .  .      .      .  . 

French       promifed  to  renounce  all  connexion  with  the  kings 
king  and    of  Great  Britain  and  Pruflia,  but  even  folicited  the 
crave  of"    court  °f  France  to  receive  him  among  the  number 
Hefle         of  its  dependants ;  for,  on  the  eighteenth  day  of 
Caflel.       October,  the  minifter  of  the  due  de  Deuxponts  de- 
livered at  Verfailles,  in  the  name  of  the  landgrave, 
the  plan  of  a  treaty  to  be  founded  on  the  following 
conditions.    The  landgrave,  after  having  exprefied 
an   ardent  defire  of  attaching  himfelf  wholly  to 
France,  propofed  thefe  articles :  That  he  mould 
enter  into  rao  engagement  againft  the  king  and  his 
allies-,  and  giye  no  affiftance,  directly  or  indirectly, 
to  the  enemies  of  his  majefty  and  his  allies :  that 
he  fhould  never  give  his  vote,  in  the  general  or  par- 
ticular aiTernblies  of  the  Empire,  againft  his  majef- 
ty's  intereft ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  employ  his  in- 
tcreft,  jointly  with  France,  to  quiet  the  troubles  of 

the 
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the  Empire:  that,  for  this  end,  his  troops,  which  An.  175  f. 
had  ferved  in  the  Hanoverian  army,  fhould  engage 
in  the  fervice  of  France,  on  condition  that  they 
mould  not  aft  in  the  prefent  war  againft  his  Bri- 
tannic majefly :  that,  immediately  after  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty,   his  moft  Chriftian  majefty 
fhould  reftore  the  dominions  of  the  landgrave  in 
the  fame  condition  they  were  in  when  fubdued  by 
the  French  forces :  that  thefe  dominions  mould  be 
exempted  from  all  further  contributions,  either  in 
money,  corn,  forage,  wood,  or  cattle,  though  al- 
ready impofed  on  the  fubjects  of  Hefie ;  and  the 
French  troops  pay  for  all  the  provifion  with  which 
they  might  be  fupplied  •,  in  which  cafe  the  land* 
grave  mould  exact  no  toll  for  warlike  ftores,  proyi- 
fions,  or  other  articles  of  that  nature,  which  might 
pafs   through  his  dominions:    that  the   king  of 
France  fhould   guaranty  all   his   eftates,   all   the; 
rights  of  the  houie  of  Hefle  CafTel,  particularly  the 
act  of  aflurance  figned  by  his  fon,  the  hereditary 
prince,  with  regard  to  religion-,   ufe  his  intereft 
with  the  Emperor,  and  the  Emprefs- queen,  that, 
in  confideration  of  the  immenfe  lofTes  and  damages 
his  moft   ferene  highnefs  had  fuffered  fmce  the 
French  invaded  his  country,  and  of  the  great  fums 
he  mould  lofe  with  England  in  arrears  and  fubfi- 
dies  by  this  accommodation,  he  might  be  excufed 
from  furnilhing  his  contingent  to  the  army  of  the 
Empire,  as  well  as  from  paying  the  Roman  month* 
granted  by  the  dyet  of  the  Empire  ;  and  if,  in  re- 
fentment  of  this  convention,  the  eftates  of  his  fe- 
rene highnefs  fhould  be  attacked,  his  moft Chriftian 
majefty  fhould  afford  the  moft  fpeedy  and  effectual 
fuccours, 

Thcfe 
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An.  1758.       Thefe  propofals  will  fpeak  for  themfelves  to  the 

Remarks     reader's  apprehenfion  ;  and,  if  he  is   not  blinded 

phn  1S       ky  t^ie  darkeft  mifts  of  prejudice,  exhibit  a  clear 

and  diftinct  idea  of  a  genuine  G — n  ally.     The 

1 — —  of  H C 1  had  been  fed  with  the 

good  things  of  England,  even  in  time  of  peace, 
when  his  friendfhip  could  not  avail,  nor  his  aver- 
fion  prejudice  the  interefts  of  Great  Britain :  but 
he  was  retained  in  that  feafon  of  tranquillity  as  a 
friend,  on  whofe  fervjces  the  moft  implicit  depen- 
dence might  be  placed  in  any  future  ftorm  or  com- 
motion. How  far  he  merited  this  confidence  and 
favour,  might  have  been  determined  by  reflecting 
on  his  conduct  during  the  lad  war ;  in  the  courfe 
of  which  hi^  troops  were  hired  to  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  and  his  enemies  alternately,  as  the 
fcale  of  convenience  happened  to  preponderate. 
Since  the  commencement  of  the  prefcnt  troubles, 
he  had  acted  as  a  mercenary  to  Great  Britain,  al- 
though he  was  a  principal  in  the  difpute,  and  flood 
connected  with  her  defigns  by  folemn  treaty,  as 
well  as  by  all  the  ties  of  gratitude  and  honour : 
but  now  that  the  caufe  of  Hanover  feemed  to  be 
on  the  declin?,  and  his  own  dominions  had  fufTered 
by  the  fate  of  the  war,  he  nor  only  appeared  willing 
to  abandon  his  benefa'flor  and  ally,  but  even  iued 
to  be  inlifted  in  the  fervice  of  his  adverfary.  This 
intended  defection  was,  however,  prevented  by  a 
fudden  turn  of  fortune,  which  he  could  not  poffibly 
forefee ;  and  his  troops  continued  to  act  in  con- 
junction with  the  Hanoverians. 

The  landgrave  of  Hefife  Caflel  was  not  fingular 
in  making  fuch  advances  to  the  French  monarch. 
The  duke  of  Brunfwic,  frill  more  nearly  connected 

with 
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with  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  ufed  fuch  uncorri-   An.  1758. 
mon  expedition  in  detaching  himfelf  from  the  tot-  Treaty 
tering  fortune  of  Hanover,  that,  in  ten  days  after  £°"^e^c 
the  convention  of  Clofter-feven,   he  had  concluded  theFrench 
a  treaty  with  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Verfaiiles  •,  c£ur,taud 
fo  that  the  negotiation  muft  have  been  begun  be-  Of  Brun£ 
fore  that  convention  took  place.    On  the  twentieth  wick, 
day  of  September  his  minifter  at  Vienna,  by  virtue 
of  full  powers  from  the  duke  of  Brunfwic,  accepted 
and  figned  the  conditions  which  the  French  king 
and  his  Auftrian  ally  thought  proper  to  impolc. 
Thefe  imported,  That  his  mod  Chriftian  majefty 
fhould  keep  pofieflion  of  the  cities  of  Brunfwic  and 
Wolfembuttle  during  the  war,  and  make  ufe  of  the 
artillery,  arms,  and  military  (lores  depofited  in  their 
arfenals :  that  the  duke's  forces,  on  their  return 
from  the  camp  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  mould 
be  difbanded  and  difarmed  ;  and  take  an  oath,  that 
they  (hould   not,   during  the   prefent  war,    ferve 
againft  the  king  or  his  allies :  that  the  duke  mould 
be  permitted  to  maintain  a  battalion  of  foot,  and 
two  fquadrons  of  horfe,  for  the  guard  of  his  perfon 
and  caftles  •,  but  the  regulations  made  by  the  mare- 
chal  Richelieu  and  the  intendant  of  his  army  (hould 
fubfift  on   their  prefent  footing:    that  the  duke 
ihould  furnifh  his  contingent  in  money  and  troops, 
agreeably  to  the  hws  of  the  Empire  :    that  his 
forces  mould  immediately  join  thofe  which  theGer- 
manrvic  body  had  aiTembled-,  and  that  he  mould 
order  his  minifter  at  Rati(bon  to  vote  conformably 
to  the  refolutions  of  the  dyer,  approved  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Emperor.     In  confideration  of  all 
thefe  conceffions  the  duke  was  reftored  to  the  fa- 
vour of  the  French  king,  who  gracioufly  promifed 

that 
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An.  1758.  that  neither  his  revenues  nor  his  treafure  fhould  be 
touched,  nor  the  administration  of  juftice  invaded  j 
and  that  nothing  further  mould  be  demanded,  but 
winter  quarters  for  the  regiments  which  fhould  pals 
that  feafon  in  the  country  of  Brunfwic. 

How  fcrupuloufly  foever  the  duke  might  have 
intended  to  obferve  the  articles  of  this  treaty,  his 
intentions  were  fruftrated  by  the  conduct  of  his 
brother  prince  Ferdinand,  who,  being  inverted 
with  the  command  of  the  Hanoverian  army,  and 
ordered  to  refume  the  operations  of  war  againft  the 
enemy,  detained  the  troops  of  Brunfwic,  as  well  as 
his  nephew  the  hereditary  prince,  notwithflanding 
the  treaty  which  his  brother  had  figned,  and  the 
injunctions  which  he  had  laid  upon  his  fon  to  quit 
the  army,  and  make  a  tour  to  Holland.  The  duke 
wrote  an  expoftulatory  letter  to  prince  Ferdinand, 
pathetically  complaining  that  he  had  feduced  his 
troops,  decoyed  his  fon,  and  difgraced  his  family ; 
infilling  upon  the  prince's  purfuing  his  journey,  as 
v/ell  as  upon  the  return  of  the  troops;  and  threaten- 
ing, in  cafe  of  non-compliance,  to  ufe  other  means 
that  mould  be  more  effectual  *. 

Not- 


The 

duke's 

expoilu- 

Jation 

with  his 

brother 

prince 

Ferdi* 


*  Tranflation  of  the  letter 
written  by  the  duke  of  Brunf- 
wic to  his  brother  prince  Fer- 
dinand. 

«  SIR, 

"  I  know  you  too  well  to 
doubt  that  the  fituation  in 
which  we  Hand  at  prefent,  with 
refpeft  to  each  other,  gives 
you  abundance  of  uneafmefs ; 
nor  will  you  doubt  that  it  gives 
me  equal  concern  :  indeed  it 
affii&s  me  greatly,  Mean  while, 


I  could  never,  my  deareft  bro- 
ther, have  believed  that  you 
would  be  the  perfon  who  fhould 
carry  away  from  me  my  eldeft 
fon.  I  am  exceedingly  morti- 
fied to  find  myfelf  under  the 
hard  neceflity  of  telling  you, 
that  this  ftep  is  contrary  to  the 
law  of  nations,  and  the  confU- 
tutions  of  the  Empire ;  and 
that,  if  you  perfift  in  it,  you 
will  difgrace  your  family,  and 
bring  a  flain  upon  your  coun- 
try, 
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Notwithftanding  this  warm  remonftrance,  prince   An.  175! 
Ferdinand  adhered  to  his  plan.     He  detained  the 

troops, 


try,  which  you  pretend  to  fervc. 
The  hereditary  prince,  my  Ton, 
was  at  Hamburgh  by  my  or- 
der, and  you  have  carried  him 
to  Stade.  Could  he  diitruft 
his  uncle,  an  uncle  who  hath 
done  fo  much  honour  to  his 
family  ?  Could  he  believe  that 
this  uncle  would  deprive  him 
of  liberty,  a  liberty  never  re- 
fufed  to  the  lowed  officer  ?  I 
ordered  him  to  make  a  tour  to 
Holland :  could  not  the  lowed 
officer  have  done  as  much  ? 
Let  us  fuppofe,  for  a  moment, 
that  my  troops,  among  whom 
lie  ferved,  were  to  have  flayed 
with  the  Hanoverians,  would 
it  not  have  been  ftill  in  iny 
power  to  give  an  officer  leave 
of  abfence,  or  even  leave  to 
refign  his  commiflion  ?  and 
would  you  hinder  your  bro- 
ther, the  head  of  your  family, 
and  of  fuch  a  family  as  ours, 
to  exercife  this  right  with  re- 
gard to  a  fon,  who  is  the  he- 
reditary prince,  of  whofe  rights 
and  prerogatives  you  cannot  be 
ignorant  ?  It  is  irnpoflible  you 
could  have  conceived  fuch  de- 
figns,  without  the  fuggeftion 
of  others.  Thofe  who  did  fug- 
ged them  have  trampled  on 
the  rights  of  nature,  of  na- 
tions, and  of  the  princes  of 
Germany  :  they  have  induced 
you  to  add  to  all  thefe  the 
moft  cruel  infult  on  a  brother 
whom  you  love,  and  who  al- 
ways loved  you  with  the  warm- 
eft  affe&ion.  Would  you  have 
your  brother  lay  his  juft  com- 


plaints againft  you  before  the 
whole  Empire,  and  all  Europe  ? 
Are  not  your  proceedings  with- 
out example  ?  What  is  Ger- 
many become  ?    What  arc  its 
princes  become,  and  our  houfc 
in  particular  ?  Is  it  the  intereft 
of  the  two  kings,  the  caufe  of 
your  country,  and  my  caufe, 
that  you  pretend  tofupport? 
— I  repeat  it,  brother,  that  this 
defign  could  never  have  been 
framed  by  you.     I  again  com- 
mand my  fon   to   purfue  his 
journey  ;    and  I  cannot  con- 
ceive you  will  give  the  lealt 
obflruclion :     if   you    mould, 
(which  I  pray  God  avert)  I  fo- 
lemnly  declare,  that  I  will  not 
be  conftrained   by  fuch  mea- 
fures,  nor  mail  I  ever  forget 
what  I  owe  to  myfelf.     As  to 
my  troops,  you  may  fee  what 
I  have  written  on  that  head  to- 
the  Hanoverian  miniftry.  The 
duke  of  Cumberland,  by  the 
convention  of  Clofter-feven,  dif- 
mifTed  them,    and  fcnt  them 
home  :  the  faid  miniltry  gave 
me  notice  of  this  convention, 
as   a  treaty   by   which  I  was 
bound.      The  march   of  the 
troops  was  fettled  ;  and  an  in- 
cident happening,  they  halted ; 
that  obftacle   being  removed, 
they  were  to  have    continued 
their   march.     The  court  of 
Hanover   will    be   no  longer 
bound    by    the    convention ; 
while  I  not  only  accepted  it  on. 
their  word,  but  have  alfo,  itt 
conformity  with  their  inftruC- 
tions,  negotiated  at  Verfailles, 
and 
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An.  1758.  troops,  and  the  hereditary  prince,  who,  being  fond 
of  the  fervice,   in  a  little  time  fignalized  'himfelf 
by  very  extraordinary  ads  of  brave  y  and  conduct; 
and  means  were  found  to  reconcile  his  father  to 
meafures  that  exprefly  contradicted    his  engage- 
ments with  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Verfaiiles.   . 
Decree  of       The  defeat  of  the  French  army  at  Roiba'ch,  and 
theAuhc    tke  retreat  Of  tne  Ruffians  from  Pornerania,  had 
againft       intirely  changed  the  face  of  affairs  in  the  Empire, 
the  elec-     The  French  king  was  loon  obliged  to  abandon  his 
H— °  and  concluefts  on  tnat  ^^  the  Rhine,  and  his  threats 
others.       founded  no  longer  terrible  in  the  ears  of  the  Ha- 
noverian and  Prufiian  allies.     As  little  formidable 
were  the  denunciations  of  the  Emperor,  who  had, 
by  a  decree  of  the  Aulic  council,   communicated 
to  the  dyet  certain  mandates,   iffued  in  the  month 
of  Auguft  in  the  preceding  year,  on  pain  of  the 
ban  of  the  Empire,  with  avocatory  letters  annexed, 
againft  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  elector  of  Hano- 

and  at  Vienna.  After  all  thefe  mife.  My  troops,  therefore, 
fleps,  they  would  have  me  mult  return  home,  agreeably 
contradicl  myfelf,  break  my  to  what  the  duke  of  Cumber- 
word,  and  intirely  ruin  my  land  and  the  Hanov.rian  mi- 
eftate,  as  well  as  my  honour,  niftry  ftipulated  with  regard  to 
Did  you  ever  know  your  bro-  me  in  the  ftron^eft  manner.  I 
ther  guilty  of  fuch  things?  am  afraid  that  the  true  circum- 
True  it  is,  I  have,  as  you  fay,  fiances  of  things  are  concealed 
facrificed  my  alt ;  or  rather,  I  from  you.  Not  to  detain  your 
have  been  facrificed.  The  on-  exprefs  too  long,  J  mall  fend 
ly  thing  left  me  is  my  honour  ;  you,  by  the  poft,  copies  of  all 
and,  in  the  unhappy  contraft  I  have  written  to  the  Hanove- 
of  our  fituations,  I  lament  rian  miniftry.  It  will  grieve 
both  you  and  myfelf,  that  it  your  honeft  heart  to  read  it. 
Ihould  be  from  you,  my  dear  I  am,  with  an  heart  almoil 
brother,  I  fhould  receive  the  broken,  yet  full  of  tendernefs 
cruel  advice  to  give  up  my  for  you,  your,  &c. 
honour.  I  cannct  liften  to  it :  Blanckenbourg,  Nov. 
I  cannot  recede  from  my  pro-  27,  1757." 

ver, 
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ver,  and  the  other  princes  a&ing  in  concert  with    An-  !7S8« 
the  king  of  PrufTia. 

The  French  court  likewife  publiftied  a  virulent 
memorial,  after  the  convention  of  Clofter-ieven  had 
been  violated  and  fet  afide,  drawing  an  invidious 
parallel  between  the  conduct  of  the  French  king 
and  the  proceedings  of  his  Britannic  majefty  ;  in 
which  the  latter  is  taxed  with  breach  of  faith,  and 
almoft  every  meannefs  that  could  (lain  the  charac- 
ter of  a  monarch.  In  anfwer  to  the  Emperor's  de- 
cree, and  this  virulent  charge,  baron  Gimmengen, 
the  electoral  minifter  of  Brunfwic  Lunenbourg, 
prefented  to.  the  dyet,  in  November,  a  long  memo- 
rial, recapitulating  the  important  fervices  his  fove- 
reign  had  done  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  and  the  un- 
grateful returns  he  had  reaped,  in  the  queen's  re- 
fufing  to  a/fid  him,  when  his  dominions  were  threat- 
ened with  an  invafion.  He  enumerated  many  in- 
ftances  in  which  fhe  had  affifted,  encouraged,  and 
even  joined  the  enemies  of  the  electorate,  in  con- 
tempt of  her  farmer  engagements,  and  directly 
contrary  to  the  conftitution  of  the  empire.  He 
refuted  every,  article  of  the  charge  which  the  French 
court  had  brought  againft  him  in  their  virulent  li- 
bel, retorted  the  imputations  of  perfidy  and  ambi- 
tion, and,  wiih  refpect  to  France,  juftified  every 
particular  of  his  own  conduct. 

While   the  French  and  Hanoverian  armies  re-   Winter 
mained   in  their  winter  quarters,  the   former   at  fions 
Zcll,  and  the  latter  at  Lunenbourg,  divers  petty  en- 
terprizes  were  executed  by  detachments  with  va- 
rious luccefs.     The  Hanoverian  general  Juncheim, 
having  taken  pod  at  Halberftadt  and  Quedlim- 
burg,  from  whence  he  made  excurfions  even  to  the 

gates 
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An,  1758.  gates  of  Brunfwic,  and  kept  the  French  army  in 
continual  alarm,  he  was  vifited  by  a  large  body 
of  the  enemy,  who  compelled  him  to  retire  to 
Ackerileben,  committed  great  exceffes  in  the 
town  of  Halberfladt  and  its  neighbourhood,  and 
carried  off  hoftages  for  the  payment  of  contribu- 
tions. General  Hardenberg,  another  Hanoverian 
Officer,  having  diflodged  the  French  detachments 
that  occupied  Burgh,  Vogelfack,  arid  Ritterhude, 
and  cleared  the  whole  terri tori ty  of  Bremen,  in  the 
month  of  January  the  duke  of  Broglio  afiembled 
a  considerable  corps  of  troops  that  were  cantoned 
at  Otterfburg,  Rothenburg,  and  the  "adjacent 
country,  and  advancing  to  Bremen  demanded  ad- 
mittance, threatening,  that  in  cafe  of  a  refufal  he 
would  have  recourfe  to  extremities,  and  punim  the 
inhabitants  feverely,  mould  they  make  the  leaft 
oppofition.  When  their  deputies  waited  upon  him 
to  defire  a  ftiort  time  for  deliberation,  he  an- 
fwered,  "  Not  a  moment — the  duke  de  Richlieu's 
.  orders  are  peremptory,  and  admit  of  no  delay." 
He  accordingly  ordered  the  cannon  to  advance  ; 
the  wall  was  fcaled,  and  the  gates  would  have 
been  forced  open,  had  not  the  magiilrates,  at  the 
earned  importunity  of  the  people,  refolved  to  com- 
ply with  his  demand.  A  fecond  deputation  was 
immediately  difpatched  to  the  duke  of  Broglio,  fig- 
nifying  their  compliance ;  and  the  gates  being 
ppened,  he  marched  into  the  city  at  midnight,  after 
having  promifed,  upon  his  honour,  that  no  attempt 
ftiould  be  made  to  the  prejudice  of  its  rights  and 
prerogatives,  and  no  outrage  offered  to  the  privi- 
leges of  the  regency,  to  the  liberty,  religion,  and 
commerce  of  the  inhabitants.  This  conqueft, 
4  how- 
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however,  was  of  fhort  duration.  Prince  Ferdinand  An.i/jty 
of  Brunfwic  being  joined  by  a  body  of  Pruflian 
horfe,  under  the  command  of  prince  George  of 
Holftein-Gottorp,  the  whole  army  was  put  in  mo- 
tion, and  advanced  to  the  country  of  Bremen  about 
the  middle  of  February.  The  enemy  were  dif- 
lodged  from  Rottenburgj  Otterfburg,  and  Verden* 
and  they  abandoned  the  city  of  Bremen  at  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Hanoverian  general,  who  took  pof- 
ieflion  of  it  without  oppofition. 

By  this  time  the  court  c  Verfailles,  being  difTa-  The  duke 
tisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  duke  de  Richelieu,  j^f^*? 
had  recalled  that  general  from  Germany,  where  his  called, 
place  was  fupplied  by  the  count  de  Clermont,  to 
the  general  fatisfaction  of  the  army,  as  well  as  to 
the  joy  of  the  Hanoverian  fubjects,  among  who'rri 
Richelieu  had  committed  many  flagrant  and  inhu- 
man acts  of  rapine  and  oppreffion.  The  new  com- 
mander found  his  matter's  forces  reduced  to  a  de- 
plorable condition,  by  the  accidents  of  war,  and, 
dillemper  arifmg  from  hard  duty,  fevere  weather, 
and  the  want  of  necefiaries.  As  he  could  not  pre- 
tend, with  fuch  a  wretched  remnant,  to  oppofe  the 
defigns  of  prince  Ferdinand  in  the  field,  or  even 
maintain  the  footing  which  his  predcceflfor  hai 
gained,  he  found  himielf  under  the  neceffity  of  re- 
tiring with  all  poflible  expedition  towards  the 
Rhine.  As  the  allies  advanced,  his  troops  re- 
treated from  their  diftant  quarters  with  fuch  pre- 
cipitation* as  to  leave  behind  all  their  fiek,  toge- 
ther with  a  great  part  of  their  baggage  and  artil- 
lery, befides  a  great  number  of  officers  and  fol- 
diers,  that  fell  into  the  hands  of  thofe  parties  by 
•Whom  they  were  purfued. 

Numb.  17.  X  The 
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An.  1758.  The  inhabitants  of  Hanover,  perceiving  the 
Generous  French  intended  to  abandon  that  city,  were  over- 
and  hu-  wneimeci  wjtn  the  fear  of  being  fubjected  to  every 


manecon- 


duft  of  fpecies  of*  violence  and  abufe  :  but  their  apprehen- 
theduke  flons  were  nappjl,y  dilappointed  by  the  honour  and 
deRan-  .  .  j  i  j  -r,  i  i  T-  i 

integrity  of  the  duke  de -Randan,  the  trench  go- 
vernor, who  not  only  took  effectual  meafures  for 
reftraining  the  foldiers  within  the  bounds  of  the 
moft  rigid  difcipline  and  moderation,  but  likewife 
exhibited  a  noble  proof  of  generofity,  almoft  with- 
out example.  Jnftead  of  deflroying  his  magazine 
of  provifions,  according  to  the  ufual  practice  of 
war,  he  ordered  the  whole  to  be  either  fold  at  a 
low  price,  or  diftributed  among  the  poor  of  the 
eity,  who  had  been  long  expofed  to  the  horrors  of 
famine :  an  act  of  godlike  humanity,  which  ought 
to  dignify  the  character  of  that  worthy  nobleman 
above  all  the  titles  that  military  fame  can  deferve, 
or  arbitrary  monarchs  beflow.  The  regency  of 
Hanover  were  fo  deeply  imprefled  with  a  fenie  of 
his  heroic  behaviour  on  this  occafion,  that  they 
gratefully  acknowledged  it  in  a  letter  of  thanks  to 
him  and  the  count  de  Clermont ;  and  on  the  day 
of  folemn  thankfgiving  to  heaven,  for  their  being 
delivered  from  their  enemies,  the  clergy  in  their 
fermons  did  not  fail  to  celebrate  and  extol  the  cha- 
rity and  benevolence  of  the  duke  de  Randan, 
Such  glorious  teftimonies,  even  frsm  enemies, 
muft  have  afforded  the  mod  exquifite  pleafure  to 
a  mind  endued  with  fenfibility ;  and  this,  no  doubt, 
may  be  termed  one  of  the  faireft  triumphs  of 
humanity. 

The  two  granrf  divifions  of  the  French  army, 
quartered  at  Zell  and  Hanover,  retired  in  good  or- 
der 
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tier  to  Hamelen,  where  they  collected  all  their  An-  !7S8 
troops,  except  thofe  that  were  left  in  Hoya,  and  The 
about  four  thoufand  men  placed  in  garrifon  at  Min-  abandon 
den,  to  retard  the  operations  of  the  combined  army.  Hanover. 
Towards  the  latter  end  of  February,  prince  Ferdi- 
nand of  Brunfwic,  having  received  intelligence  that 
the  count  de  Chabot  was  pofted  with  a  confiderable 
body  of  troops  at  Hoya  upon  the  Weier,  detached 
the  hereditary  prince  of  firunfwic  with  four  batta- 
lions, and  fome  light  troops  and  dragoons,  to  dif- 
lodge  them  from  that  neighbourhood.  This  en- 
terprize  was  executed  with  the  utmoft  intrepidity. 
The  hereditary  prince  pafied  the  Wefer  at  Bremen  The  here- 
with part  of  his  detachment,  while  the  reft  ad- 
vanced on  this  fide  of  the  river  •,  and  the  enemy, 
being  attacked  in  front  and  rear,  were  in  a  little 
time  forced,  and  thrown  into  confufion.  The 
bridge  being  abandoned,  and  near  feven  hundred 
men  taken  prifoners,  the  count  de  Chabot  threw 
himfelf  with  two  battalions  into  the  caftle,  where 
he  refolved  to  fupport  himfelf,  in  hope  of  being 
relieved.  The  regiment  of  Bretagne  and  fome  de- 
tachments of  dragoons  were  aclually  on  the  march 
to  his  afiiftance.  The  hereditary  prince  being 
made  acquainted  with  this  circumftance,  being 
alfo  deftitute  of  heavy  artillery  to  befiege  the  place 
in  form,  and  taking  it  for  granted  he  mould  not 
be  able  to  maintain  the  poft  after  it  might  be  taken, 
he  liftened  to  the  terms  of  capitulation  propofed  by 
the  French  general,  whofe  garrilbn  was  fuffered  to 
march  out  with  the  honours  of  war  •,  but  their  can- 
non, flores,  and  ammunition,  were  furrendered  to 
the  victor.  This  was  the  firft  exploit  of  the  here- 
ditary prince,  whofe  valour  and  activity,  on  many 
X  2  tub- 
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fubfequent  occafions,  fhone  with  diftinguifhect 
luftre.  He  had  no  fooner  reduced  Hoya,  than  he 
marched  to  the  attack  of  Minden,  which  he  in- 
veiled  on  the  fifth  day  of  March,  and  on  the  four- 
teenth the  garrifon  furrendered  at  difcretiori. 

After  the  reduction  of  this  city,  the  combined 
army  advanced  towards  Hamelen,  where  the  French- 
general  had  eftablifhed  his  head-quarters  :  but  he 
abandoned  them  at  the  approach  of  the  allies,  and 
leaving  behind  all  his  fick  and  wounded,  with  part 
of  his  magazines,  retired  without  halting  to  Fader- 
born,  and  from  thence  to  the  Rhine,  recalling  in 
his  march  the  troops  that  were  in  Embden,  Cartel, 
and  the  landgraviate  of  HefTe,  all  which  places 
were  now  evacuated.  They  were  terribly  harrafteel 
itt  their  retreat  by  the  Pruffian  buffers,  and  a  body 
of  light  horfe,  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Ha- 
noverian hunters,  who  took  a  great  number  of 
prifoners,  together  with  many  baggage- waggons 
and  fome  artillery.  Such  was  the  precipitation  of 
the  enemy's  retreat,  that  they  could  not  find  time 
to  deftroy  all  their  magazines  of  provifion  and  fo- 
rage •,  and  even  forgot  to  call  in  the  garrifon  of 
Vechte,  a  fmall  fortrefs  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Di'epholt,  who  were  made  prifoners  of  war,  and 
here  was  found  a  complete  train  of  battering  can- 
non and  mortars. 

The  count  de  Clermont,  having  reached  the 
banks  of  the  Rhine,  diflributed  his  forces  into' 
quarters  of  cantonment  in  Wefel  and  the  adjoin- 
ing country,  while  prince  Ferdinand  cantoned  the 
allied  army  in  the  bifhopric  of  Munfter :  here, 
however,  he  did  not  long  remain  inactive.  In  the 
latter  end  of  May  he  ordered  a  detachment  to  paiV 
3  the 
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the  Rhine  at  Duysburg,  under  the  command  of 
colonel  Scheither,  who  executed  this  order  with- 
out lofs,  defeated  three  battalions  of  the  enemy, 
and  took  five  pieces  of  cannon.  In  the  beginning 
of  June  the  whole  army  patted  the  Rhine,  on  a 
bridge  conftructed  for  the  occafion,  defeated  a 
body  of  French  cavalry,  and  obtained  divers  other 
advantages  in  their  march  towards  Wefel.  Kai- 
ierfworth  was  furprized,  the  greater  part  of  the 
garrifon  either  killed  or  taken  ;  and  prince  Fer- 
dinand began  to  make  preparations  for  the  fiege 
,of  DufTeldorp.  In  the  mean  time  the  .count  de 
Clermont,  being  unable  to  flop  the  rapidity  of  his 
progrefs,  was  obliged  to  fecure  his  troops  with 
ftrong  intrenchments,  until  he  fhould  be  properly 
reinforced. 

The  court  of  Verfailles,  though  equally  morti- 
fied and  confounded  at  the  turn  of  their  affairs  in 
Germany,  did  not  fit  tamely  and  behold  this  re- 
verie •,  but  exerted  their  uiual  fpirit  and  expedi- 
tion in  retrieving  the  loffes  they  had  fuftained. 
They  afiembled  a  body  of  troops  at  Hanau,  under 
the  direction  of  the  prince  de  Soubiie,  who,  it  was 
faid,  had  received  orders  to  penetrate,  by  the  way 
pf  Donawert,  Ingoldiladt,  and  Arnberg,  into  Bo- 
hemia. In  the  mean  time,  reinforcements  daily 
arrived  in  the  camp  of  the  count  de  Clermont ; 
and,  as  repeated  complaints  had  been  made  of  the 
want  of  difcipline  and  fubordination  in  that  army, 
jneafures  were  taken  for  reforming  the  troops  by 
leverity  and  example.  The  marechal  duke  de 
Belleifle,  who  now  acted  as  fecretary  at  war,  with 
uncommon  ability,  wrote  a  letter,  directed  to  all 
jbe  colonels  of  infantry,  threatening  them,  in  the 
X  3  king's 
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An.  1758.  king's  name,  with  the  lofs  of  their  regiments, 
fhould  they  connive  any  longer  at  the  fcandalous 
pra6lice  of  buying  commiffions  :  an  abufe  which 
had  crept  into  the  fervice  under  various  pretexts, 
to  the  difcouragement  of  merit,  the  relaxation  of 
difcipline,  and  the  total  extinction  of  laudable 
emulation. 

Prince  The   prince  of  Clermont   having   quitted   his 

nanc/'s  foong  camp  at  Rhinefeldt,  retired  to  Nuys  a  little 
difpofi-  higher  up  the  river,  and  detached  a  confiderable 
tions  for  corps,  under  the  comrnand  of  the  count  de  St.  Ger- 
the  ene-S  rnain,  to  take  poft  at  Crevelt,  fituated  in  a  plain 
my.  between  his  army  and  the  camp  of  the  allies,  which 

fronted  the  town  of  Meurs  :  after  feveral  motions 
on  both  fides,  prince  Ferdinand  refolved  to  attack 
the   enemy,   and  forthwith  made  a  difpofition  for 
this  pnrpofe.     He  afligned  the  command  of  the 
whole  left  wing,  confuting  of  eighteen  battalions 
and  twenty- eight  fquadrons,  to  lieutenant-general 
Sporcken  :  the   conduct  of  the  right  wing,  com- 
pofed  of  fixteen  battalions  and  fourteen  fquadrons, 
was  intruded  to  the  hereditary  prince  and  major- 
general  Wangenheim ;    the   fquadrons,  with   the 
addition  of  two   regiments   of  Pruffian  dragoons, 
were  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  prince 
of  Holftein,   while    the   hereditary    prince  com- 
manded the   infantry.      The   light   troops,    con- 
fiding of  five  fquadrons  of  huflars,    were  divided 
between  the  prince  of  Holftein  and  lieutenant-ge- 
neral Sporcken.     Major  Luckner's  fquadron,  to- 
gether with  Scheither's  corps,  were  ordered  to  ob- 
ferve  the  flank -of  the  enemy's  right,'  and  with  this 
view  were  pofled  in  the  village  of  Papendeick ; 
and   a   battalion  of  the  troops  of  ^Yolfembuttle 
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were  left  in  the  town  of  Hulfte,  to  cover  the  rear  An,  175-8. 
of  the  army.  Prince  Ferdinand's  defign  was  to 
attack  the  enemy  on  their  left  flank  -,  but  the  exe- 
cution was  rendered  extremely  difficult  by  the  woods 
and  ditches  that  embarrafled  the  route,  and  the 
numerous  ditches  that  interfered  this  part  of  the 
country. 

On  the  twenty- third  day  of  June  at  four  in  the   Their  left 

morning,  the  army  began  to  move  \    the  right  ad-   wing  de~ 

vancing  in  two  columns  as  far  as  St.  Anthony,  and   Q^^ 

the  left  marching  up  within  half  a  league  of  Cre- 

velt.     The  prince  having  viewed  the  pofuion  of  the 

«nemy  from  the  ftetple  of  St.  Anthony,  procured 

guides,  and  having  received  all  the  necefiary  hints 

of  information,  proceeded  to  the  right,  in  order  to 

charge  the  enemy's  left  flank  by  the  villages  of 

Worft  and  Anrath-;  but,  in  order  to  divide  their 

attention,   and  keep  them  in  fufpence  with  refpect 

to  the  nature  of  his  principal  attack,  he  directed 

the  generals Sporcken  andOberg  to  advance  againft 

them  by  the  way  of  Crevelt  and  St.  Anthony,  and, 

in  particular,  to  make  the  moft  of  their  artillery, 

that,   being  employed  in  three  different  places  at 

once,  they  might  be  prevented   from  fending  any 

reinforcement  to  the  left,  where  the  chief  attack 

was   intended.     Thefe  precautions   being   taken, 

prince  Ferdinand  putting  himfelf  at   the  head  of 

the   grenadiers  of  the  right  wing,  continued  his 

march  in  two  columns  to  the  village  of  Anrath, 

where  he  fell  in  with  an  advanced  party  of  the 

French,   which,  after  a  few  dilcharges  of  mufque - 

try,  retired  to  their  camp  and  gave  the  alarm.     In 

the  mean  time  both  armies  were  drawn  up  in  order 

of  battle  ;  the  troops  of  the  allies  in  the  plain  be- 

X  4  tween 
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Anr  '75??  tween  the  villages  of  An  rath  and  Willich,  oppofite 
to  the  French  forces,  whole  left  was  covered  with 
a  wood.     The  action  began  about  one  in   the  af- 
ternoon, with  a  feve'rc   cannonading  on  the  part 
of  prince  Ferdinand,  which,  though  well  fupported, 
proved  ineffectual  in  drawing  the  enemy  from  their 
c6ver  :  he  therefore  determined  to  diflodge  them 
from  the  wood  by  dint  of  fmall  arms.     The  here- 
ditary prince  immediately  advanced  with  the  whole 
front,  and  a  very  obftinate  action  enfued.     Mean 
while  the  cavalry  on  the  right,  in  vain,  attempted 
to  penetrate  the  wood  on  the  other  fide,  where  the 
enemy   had  railed  two  batteries,  which  were  fuf- 
{ained  by  forty  fquadrons  of  horfe.    After  a  terri- 
ble fire  had  been  maintained  on  both  fides  till  five 
jn  the  afternoon,  the  grenadiers  forced  the  intrench- 
rnents  in  the  wood,  which  were  lined  by  the  French 
infantry.     Thefe  giving  way  abandoned  the  wood 
in  the  utmofl  diforcitT  ;  but  the  purfuit  was  check- 
ed by  the  conduct  and  refolution  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry,    which,    notwithstanding  a  dreadful   fire 
from  the  artillery  of  the  allies,  -maintained  their 
ground,   and  covered  the  foot  in  their  retreat 'to 
Nuys.     The  fnccefs   of  the   day  was,  in  a  good 
rneafure,    owing  to  the  artillery  on  the  left  and  in 
fhe  centre,  with  which  the  generals  Sporcken  and 
Oberg  had  done  great  execution,  and  employed 
the  attention  of  the   enemy  on  that  fide,  while 
prince  Ferdinand   profecuted   his  attack  on   the 
other  quarter.     It  mud  be  owned,   however,  that 
their  right  wing  and  crntre  retired  in  great  order  to 
Nuys,   though.,  the  kit  was  defeated  with  the  lofs 
'of  fome  flandards,  colours,  and  pieces  of  cannon, 
fix  thoufand  men  killed,  wounded,  or  taken 
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prifoners*.  This  victory,  however,  which  coft  An.i75r 
jhe  allies  about  fifteen  hundred  men,  was  not  at 
all  decifive  in  its  coniequences  •,  and,  indeed, 
the  plan  Teemed  only  calculated  to  difplay  the 
enterprifmg  genius  of  the  Hanoverian  general. 
True  it  is  the  French  army  took  refuge  under  the 
cannon  of  Cologne,  where  they  remained  without 
hazarding  any  ftep  for  the  relief  of  Dufieldorp, 
which  prince  Ferdinand  immediately  invefted,  and, 
in  a  few  days,  reduced,  the  garrifon  being  allowed 
to  march  out  with  the  honours  of  war,  on  condi- 
tion that  they  mould  not,  for  the  fpace  of  one  year, 
carry  arms  againft  the  allies. 

It  was  at  this  period  that  count  de  Clermont  re-  The 
figned  his   command,  which  was  conferred  upon  ")unt^€ 
Mr.  de  Contades,  and  the  French  army  was  confi-   refignsthe 
derably  reinforced.     He  even  threatened  to  attack  command 
prince  Ferdinand  in  his  turn,  and  made  fome  mo- 


tions  with  that  defign  •,  but  was  prevented  by  the  army,  and 
little  river  Erff,  behind  which  the  prince  refolved  "/  ^"ISr" 
to  lie  quiet  Until  he  fhould  be  joined  by  the  body  of  de  Con-  ' 
Britilh  troops,  under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  tades- 
MarlborougH,  the  firft  divifion  of  which  hadjuft 
landed  at  Embdcn.     He  flattered  himfelf  that  the 
prince  of  Ylenbourg,  at  the  head  of  the  Heffian 
froops,  would  find  employment  for  the  prince  de 
Soubife,   who  had   marched  from  Hanau  with  a 
d<?iign  to  penetrate  into  the  landgraviate  of  HefTc 

*  Among  the  French  officers  niftied  a  fnort  life  of  honour  in 

who  loll  their  live*  in  this  en-  the  embrace  of  military  glonr, 

gagement,\vas  the  count  de  Gir  and   fell  gallantly  fighting  at 

for?,  only  ion  of1  the  inarechal  the  Lead  of  his  own  regiment. 

duke  deRelleifle,  and  hfl  hope  to   the   inexpreflible   grief  of 

pf  that  ilJuftrious    family,    a  his  aged  father,  and  the  urq- 

young  nobleman  of  extraordi-  veifal  regret  of  his  country  .r 
accoTripliUiments,  wiio  fi- 


330  HISTORYorENGLAND. 

An.  1758.  CafTel :  his  vanguard  had  been  already  furprifed 
and  defeated  by  the  militia  of  the  country  ;  and 
the  prince  of  Yienbourg  was  at  the  head  of  a  con- 
derable  body  of  regular  forces,  afTembled  to  op- 
pofe  his  further  progrefs. 

The  Prince  Ferdinand  therefore  hoped,  that  the  ope- 

Yfen*  °f    ratlons  °f  the  Frenck  general  would  be  effectually 
bourg  de-  impeded,  until  he  himfelf,  being  joined  by  the  Bri- 

feated  by    ^fo  troops,  fhould  be  in  a  condition  to  pafs  the 

the  duke  ~  r       ,      r          r         ,>•  i 

de  Brog-     Meufe,  transfer  the  feat  or  war  into  the  enemy  s 

&o.  country,  thus  make  a  diverfion  from  the  Rhine,  and 

perhaps  oblige  the  prince  of  Soubife  to  come  to 
the  afiiilance  of  the  principal  French  army,  com- 
manded by  M.  de  Contades.  He  had  formed  a 
plan  which  would  have  anfwered  thefe  purpoies  ef- 
fectually, and,  in  execution  of  it,  marched  to  Ru- 
remond  on  the  Maefe,  when  his  meafures  were  to- 
tally difconcerted  by  a  variety  of  incidents  which 
he  could  not  forefee.  The  prince  of  Yfenbourg 
was,  on  the  twenty -third  day  of  July,  defeated 
at  Sangarfhaufen  by  the  duke  de  Broglio,  whom  the 
prince  de  Soubife  had  detached  againft  him  with  a 
number  of  troops,  greatly  fuperior  to  that  which 
the  HefTian  general  commanded.  The  duke  de 
Broglio,  who  commanded  the  corps  that  formed 
the  vanguard  of  Soubife's  army,  having  learned  at 
Caflfel,  that  the  Heffian  troops  under  the  prince  of 
Yfenbourg,  were  retiring  towards  Munden,  he  ad- 
vanced, on  the  twenty- third  of  July,  with  a  body  of 
eight  thoufand  men  to  the  village  of  Sangarfhaufen, 
where  he  found  them  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle ; 
and  forthwith  made  a  difpofition  for  the  attack.  At 
Erft  his  cavalry  were  repulfed  by  the  Heffian  horfe, 
which  charged  the  French  infantry,  and  were 
4  broke 
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broke  in  their  turn.    The  Heflians,  though  greatly   An<  '75*s 
inferior  in  number  to  the  enemy,  made  a  very  ob- 
ftinate  refiftance,  by  favour  of  a  rock  in  the  Fulde 
that  covered  their  right,  and  a  wood  by  which  their 
left  was  fecured.     The  difpute  was  fo   obftinate 
that  the  enemy's  left  was  obliged  to  give  ground  ; 
but  the  duke  of  Broglio  ordering  a  frefh  corps  to 
advance,  changed  the  fortune  of  the  day.     The 
HefTians,   overpowered   by   numbers,  gave  way  ; 
pare  plunged  into  the  river,  where  many  perifhed, 
and  part  threw  themfelves  into  the  wood,  through 
which  they  efcaped  from  the  purfuit  of  the  hufiars, 
who  took  above  two  hundred  foWiers  and  fifty  offi- 
cers, including  the  count  de  Canitz,  who  was  fe- 
cond  in  command.     They  likewife  found  on  the 
field  of  battle  feven  pieces  of  cannon,  and  eight 
at  Munden  :  but  the  carnage  was  pretty  confider- 
able,  and  nearly  equal  on  both  fides.     The  num- 
ber of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  the  fide  of  the 
French,  exceeded  two  thouland  -,  the  lofs  of  the 
Heflians  was  not  fo  great.     The  prince  of  Yfen- 
bourg  having  collected  the  remains  of  his  little 
army,  took  poft  at  Eimbeck,  where  he  foon  was 
reinforced,    and  found   himfelf   at    the    head  of 
twelve  thoufand  men  :  but  in  confequence  of  this 
advantage  the  enemy  became  mafters  of  the  We- 
fer,  and  opened  to  themfelves  a  free  pafiage  into 
Weftphalia. 

The   progrefs   of  prince  Ferdinand   upon  the   prince 
Maefe  had  been  retarded  by  a  long  fucceflion  of  Ferdi- 
heavy  rains,  which  broke  up  the  roads,  and  render-   fo^es'ta 
ed  the  country  impafiable ;  and  now-the  certain  in-   retreat, 
formation  of  this  unlucky  check,  left  him  no  al- 
ternative but  a  battle,   or  a  retreat    acrofs   the 

Rhine  : 
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1758.  Rhine  r  the  firft  was  carefully  avoided  by  the  ene- 
my -,  the  latter  relbkition,  therefore,  he  found  hirn- 
felf  under  a  neceffity  to  embrace.  In  his  prefent 
pofijtion  he  was  hampered  by  the  French  army  on 
pne  wing,  on  the  other  by  the  fortrefs  of  pueldre, 
the  garrifon  of  which  had  been  lately  reinforced, 
as  well  as  by  divers  other  polls,  capable  of  obftrud- 
jng  the  convoys  and  fubfiftence  of  the  combined 
army  :  befides,  he  had  reafon  to  apprehend,  that 
the  prince  de  Sdiubife  would  endeavour  to  intercept 
the  Britifh  troops  in  their  march  from  Embden, 
Induced  by  thefe  confiderations  he  determined  to 
repafs  the  Jlhine,  after  haying  offered  battle  to  the 
•enemy,  and  made  feveral  motions  for  that  pur* 
pofe.  Finding  them  averfe  to  an  engagement,  he 
made  his  difpofitions  for  forcing  the  ftrong  pafs  of 
Wachtendonck,  an  ifland  furrounded  by  the  Niers, 
of  very  difficult  approach,  and  fituated  exactly  in 
liis  route  to  the  Rhine,  This  fervice  was  performed 
by  the  hereditary  prince  of  Brunfwic,  who  per- 
ceiving the  enemy  had  drawn  up  the  bridge, 
fiifhed  into  the  river  at  the  head  of  his  grenadiers, 
who  drove  them  away  witfy  their  bayonets,  and 
cleared  the  bridges  for  the  pafTage  of  the  army  to- 
wards Rhinebergen.  At  this  place  prince  Ferdi- 
nand received  intelligence,  that  Mr.  de  Che  vert,  re- 
puted one  of  the  beft  officers  in  the  French  fervice, 
Kad  parTed  the  Lippe  with  fourteen  battalions  and 
feveral  fquadrons,  to  join  the  garrifon  of  Wefel,  ^ 
and  fall  upon  lieutenant-general  ImhofF,  who  com- 
manded a  detached  corps  of  the  combined  army  at 
*  Meer,  that  he  might  be  at  hand  to  guard  a  bridge 
which  the  prince  had  thrown  over  the  Rhine  at 
Rees.  His  ferene  highnefs  was  extremely  defirous 

of 
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offending  fuccours  to  general  ImhofF;  but  thrf  An. 
troops  were  too  much  fatigued  to  begirt  another 
march  before  morning  •,  and  the  Rhine  had  over- 
flowed its  banks  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  renuer  the 
bridge  at  Rees  impaflable  •,  fo  that  Mr.  Imhoff  was 
left  to  the  refources  of  his  own  conduct,  and  the 
bravery  of  his  troops,  confiding  of  fix  battalions 
and  four  fquadrons,  already  weakened  by  the  ab- 
fence  of  different  detachments. 

This  general  having  received  advice  on  the  General 
fourth  of  Auguft,  that  the  enemy  intended  to  pafs  ^^ 
the  Lippe  that  fame  evening  with  a  confiderable  Mr,  de 
train  of  artillery,  in  order  to  burn  the  bridge  at  Chevot.' 
Rees,  decamped  with  a  view  to  cover  this  place, 
and  join  two  battalions  which  had  palled  the  Rhine 
in  boats,  under  the  command  of  general  Zaftrow:, 
who  reinforced  him  accordingly;  but  the  enemy  not 
appearing,  he  concluded  the  information  was  falfe, 
and  refolved  to  refume  his  advantageous  poft  at 
Meer.  Of  this  he  had  no  Iboner  repofiefTed  him- 
felf,  than  his  advanced  guards  were  engaged  with 
the  enemy,  who  marched  to  the  attack  from  We- 
lei,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant-general  de 
Chevert,  confiding  of  the  whole  corps  intended 
for  the  fiege  of  DufTeldorp.  Imhoff's  front  was 
covered  by  coppices  and  ditches,  there  being  a 
rifmg-ground  on  his  right,  from  whence  he  could 
plainly  difcern  the  whole  force  that  advanced 
againft  him,  together  with  the  manner  of  their 
r>>  approach.  Perceiving  them  engaged  in  that  diffi- 
cult  ground,  he  potted  one  regiment  in  a  coppice, 
with  orders  to  fall  upon  the  left  flank  of  the  ene- 
my, which  appeared  quite  uncovered  ;  and  as  foon 
as  their  fire  began,  advanced  with  the  reft  of  his 

forces 
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An.  1758.  forces  to  attack  them  in  front.  The  bayonet  was 
ufed  on  this  occafion,  and  the  charge  given  with 
fuch  impetuofity  and  refolution,  that  after  a  fhort 
refinance,  the  enemy  fell  into  confufion,  and  fled 
towards  Wefel,  leaving  on  the  fpot  eleven  pieces 
of  cannon,  with  a  great  number  of  waggons  and 
other  carriages  :  befides  the  killed  and  wounded, 
who  amounted  to  a  pretty  confiderable  number, 
the  victor  took  three  hundred  and  fifty-four  prifo- 
ners,  including  eleven  officers  ;  whereas,  on  his 
part,  the  victory  was  purchafed  at  a  very  fmall  ex- 
pence. 

The  al-  Immediately  after  this  action,  general  Wangen- 
^tlm  Pa^e(^  ^e  Rnme  with  feveral  fquadrons  and 
battalions  to  reinforce  general  Imhoff,  and  enable 
him  to  profecute  the  advantage  he  had  gained, 
while  prince  Ferdinand  marched  with  the  reft  of 
the- army  to  Santen  :  from  thence  he  proceeded  to 
Rhineberg,  where  he  intended  to  pafs  -,  but  the 
river  had  overflowed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  here, 
as  well  as  at  Rees,  the  more  was  inacceflible ;  fo 
that  he  found  it  necefTary  to  march  farther  down 
the  river,  and  lay  a  bridge  at  Griethuyzen.  The 
enemy  had  contrived  four  veflels  for  the  deitruction 
of  this  bridge;  but  they  were  all  taken  before 
they  could  put  the  defign  in  execution,  and  the 
whole  army  pafled  on  the  tenth  day  of  Auguft, 
without  any  lofs  or  further  interruption.  At 
the  fame  time  the  prince  withdrew  his  garrifon 
from  DuiTeldorp,  of  which  the  French  immediate- 
ly took  pofleffion.  Immediately  after  his  paiTage 
he  received  a  letter  from  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough,  acquainting  him,  that  the  Britifh  troops 
had  arrived  at  Lingen,  in  their  route  to  Coesfeldt ; 

to 
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to  which  place  general  Imhcff  was  fent  to  receive  An«  *7& 
them,  with  a  ftrong  detachment :  but,  notwith- 
flanding  this  junction,  the  two  armies  on  the  Rhine 
were  fo  equally  matched,  that  no  ftroke  of  im- 
portance was  (truck  on  either  fide  during  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  campaign. 

Mr.  de  Contades,  feeing  no  profpect  of  obtain-  The  corps 
ing  the  leaft  advantage  over  prince  Ferdinand,  de-  ^^e<J 
tached  prince  Xaverius  of  Saxony  with  a  ftrong  by  gene- 
reinforcement  to  the  prince  de  Soubife,  who  had 
taken  pofleiTion  of  Gottingen,  and  feemed  deter-   by  the 
mined  to  attack  the  prince  of  Yienbourg  at  Eirn-  French 
beck.     That  this  officer  might  be  able  to  give  him 
a  proper  reception,  prince  Ferdinand  detached  ge-  gen. 
neral  Oberg  with  ten  thoufand  men  to  Lipftadt, 
from  whence,  fhould  occafion  require,  they  might 
continue  their  march,  and  join  the  Heffians.     The 
whole  body,  when  thus  reinforced,  did  not  exceed 
twenty  thoufand  men,  of  whom  general  Oberg  now 
aflumed  the  command ;  whereas  the  troops  of  Sou- 
bile  were  increafed  to  the  number  of  thirty  thou- 
fand.    The  allies  had  taken  poft  upon  the  river 
Fulde  at  Sanderfhaufen,   where  they  hoped  the 
French  would  attack  them  ;  but  the  defign  of  Sou- 
bife was  firft  to  diflodge  them  from  that  advan- 
tageous fituation.     With  this  view  he  made  a  mo- 
tion, as  if  he  had  intended  to  turn  the  camp  of 
the  allies  by  the  road  of  Munden.     In  order  to 
prevent  the  execution  of  this  fuppofed  defign,  ge- 
neral Oberg  decamped  on  the  tenth  of  October, 
and,  pafling  by  the  village  of  Landwernhagen,  ad- 
vanced towards  Luttenberg;  where,  understand- 
ing  the  enemy  were  at  his  heels,  he  forthwith 
formed  his  troops  in  order  of  battle,  his  right  to 
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An.  1758.  the  Fulde,  and  his  left  extending  to  a  thicket  tiptfrfr 
an  eminence,  where  he  planted  five  field-pieces. 
The  cavalry  fupported  the  wings  in  a  third  line ; 
the  village  of  Luttenberg  was  in  the  rear,  and 
four  pieces  of  cannon  were  mounted  on  a  rifing- 
ground  that  flanked  this  village.  The  French, 
having  likewife  parted  Landwernhagen,  pofted 
their  left  towards  the  Fulde,  their  right  extending 
far  beyond  the  left  of  the  allies,  and  their  front 
being  flrengthened  with  above  thirty  pieces  of  can- 
non. At  four  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy  began 
the  battle  with  a  fevere  cannonading,  and  at  the 
fame  time  the  firft  line  of  their  infantry  attacked 
major  general  Zaflrow,  who  was  pofted  on  the  left 
wing  of  the  allies.  This  body  of  the  French  was 
repulfed ;  but,  in  the  fame  moment,  a  con  fide  rabrle 
line  of  cavalry  advancing,  charged  the  allies  in 
front  and  flank.  Thefe  were  fupported  by  a  freih 
body  of  infantry  with  cannon,  which,,  after  a  warm 
difpute,  obliged  the  confederates  to  give  way ; 
and  general  Oberg,  in  order  to  prevent  a  total  de- 
feat, made  a  difpofition  for  a  retreat,  which  was 
performed  in  tolerable  order  5  not  but  that  he  fuf- 
fered  greatly,  in  paffing  through  a  defile,  from  the 
fire  of  the  enemy's  cannon,  which  was  brought  up^ 
and  managed  under  the  direction  of  the  duke  de 
Broglio.  Having  marched  through  Munden  by 
midnight,  the  retiring  army  lay  till  mofning  under 
arms  in  the  little  plain  near  Grupen,  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Wefer;  but  at  day-break  profecuted 
their  march,  after  having  withdrawn  the  garrifon 
from  Munden,  until  they  arrived  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Gunterflieim,  where  they  encamped. 

In 
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In  this  engagement  general  Oberg  loft  about  An-  '7S* 
fifteen  hundred  men,  his  artillery,  baggage,  and 
ammunition.  He  was  obliged  to  abandon  a  ma- 
gazine of  hay  and  ftraw  at  Mundcn,  and  leave 
part  of  his  wounded  men  in  that  place  to  the  hu- 
manity of  the  viftor.  But,  after  all,  the  French 
general  reaped  very  little  advantage  from  his 
victory. 

By  this  time  prince  Ferdinand  had  retired  into 
Weftphalia,  and  fixed  his  head  quarters  at  Mun-' 
Her,  while  Mr.  Contades  encamped  near  Ham 
upon  the  Lippe  :  fo  that,  although  he  had  obliged 
the  French  army  to  evacuate  Hanover  and  Heffe 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  when  they  were 
weakened  by  death  and  diflemper,  and  even  driv.en 
them  beyond  the  Rhine,  where  they  fuftained  a  de- 
feat i  yet  they  were  foon  put  in  a  condition  to  baffle 
all  his  future  endeavours,  and  penetrate  again  into 
Weftphalia,  where  they  eftablifhed  their  winter- 
quarters,  extending  themfelves  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  command  the  whole  courfe  of  the  Rhine  on 
both  fides,  while  the  allies  were  difpofed  in  the 
landgraviate,  of  Hefie  Caffel,  and  in  the  biihoprics 
of  Munfter,  Paderborn,  and  Hildefheim.  The 
Britifh  troops  had  joined  them  fo  late  in  the  fealbn, 
that  they  had  no  opportunity  to  fignalize  them- 
felves in  the  field  -,  yet  the  fatigues  of  the  cam- 
paign, which  they  feverely  felt,  proved  fatal  to 
their  commander,  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  who  Death  of 
died  of  a  dyfentery  at  Muniter,  universally  la-  the  duke 

j  of  Marl- 

mented.  borough. 

Having  thus  particularized  the  operations  of  the 
allied  army  fince  the  commencement  of  the  cam- 
paign, we  (hall  now  endeavour  to  trace  the  iteps 
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of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  from  the  period  at  which 
his  army  was  aflembled  for  action.  Having  col- 
lecled  his  forces  as  fooa  as  the  feafon  would  per- 
mit, he  undertook  the  fiege  of  Schweidnitz  in 
form  on  the  twenty-firft  day  of  March-,  and  car- 
ried on  his  operations  with  fuch  vigour,  that  irr 
thirteen  days  the  garrifon  furrendered  themfelves 
priibners  of  war,  after  having  loft  one  half  of  their 
number  in  the  defence  of  the  place.  While  one  part 
of  his  troops  were  engaged  in  this  fervice,  he  him- 
felf  at  the  head  of  another  advanced  to  the  eaftern 
frontier  of  Bohemia,  and  fent  a  detachment  as  far 
as  Trautenawj  garriibned  by  a  body  of  Auftrians, 
who,  after  an  obftinate  refiftance,  abandoned  the 
place,  and  retreated  towards  their  grand  army.  By 
this  fuccefs  he  opened  to  himfelf  a  way  into  Bohe- 
mia, by  which  he  poured  in  detachments  of  light 
troops,  to  raife  contributions,  and  harrafs  the  out- 
pofts  of  the  enemy.  At  the  fame  time  the  baron 
de  la  Mothe  Fouquet  marched  with  another  body 
again  ft  the  Auilrian  general  Jahnus,  pofted  in  the 
county  of  Glatz,  whom  he  obliged  to  abandon  all 
the  pofts  he  occupied  in  that  country,  and  purfued 
as  far  asNachod,  within  twenty  miles  of  Koningf- 
gratz,  where  the  grand  Auftrian  army  was  en- 
camped, under  the  command  of  marechal  Daun, 
who  had  lately  arrived  from  Vienna  *. 


*  At  this  juncture  the  Pruf- 
fian  commandant  of  Drefden, 
being  admitted  into  the  Japan 
palace,  to  fee  the  curious  por- 
celain with  which  it  is  adorn- 
ed, perceived  a  cloor  built  up ; 
and  ordering  the  paflage  to  be 
opened,  entered  a  large  apart- 
ment, where  hs  found  three 


thoufand  tents,  and  other  field- 
utenlils.  Thefe  had  been  here 
concealed  when  the  Pruffians 
firft  took  poileffion  of  the  city  : 
they  were  immediately  feized 
by  the  commandant,  and  dif- 
tributed  among  the  troops  of 
prince  Henry's  army. 

Over 
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Over  and  above  thefe  excurfions,  the  king  or-  An-  !7S** 
tiered  a  body  of  thirty  thoufand  men  to  be  afTem- 
bled,  to  ad  under  the  command  of  his  brother 
prince  Henry,  an  accompli ihed  warrior,  againft 
the  army  of  the  Empire,  which  the  prince  of 
Deuxponts,  with  great  difficulty,  made  fhifc  to 
form  again  near  Bamberg  in  Franconia. 

The  king  of  Pruffia,  whole  defigns  were  per-   He  enters 
haps  even  greater  than  he  cared  to  own,  refolved  to   .  ^r^la' 
fli i ft  the  theatre  of  the  war,  and  penetrate  into   veils  oi- 
Moravia,  a  fertile  country,    which    had    hitherto   mu:z- 
been  kept  f  acred  from  ravage  and  contribution. 
Having  formed  nn  army  of  fifty  thoufand  choice 
troops,  near  Neifs  in  Sih-fia,    he  divided  them,  into 
three  columns  •,  the  firft  commanded  by  maredval 
Keith,  the  fecond  by  himielf  in  perfon,    and  -the 
third  conduced  by  prince  Maurice  of  Anhalt  Def- 
fau.     In  the  latter  end  of  April   they  began  their 
inarch  towards  Moravia-,   and  general  De  la  Ville, 
who  commanded  a  body  of  troops  in  that  country, 
retired  as  they  advanced,   after  having  thrown  a 
ftrong  reinforcement  into  Olmutz,  which  the  king 
was  determined  to  befiege.     Had  he  pafTed  by  this 
fortrefs,  which  was  flrongly  fortified,  and  well  pro- 
vided for  a  vigorous  defence,  he  might  have  ad- 
vanced to  the  gates  of  Vienna,   and  reduced  the 
Emperor  to  the  neceflity  of  firing  for  peace  on  his 
'own  terms  ;  but,  it  feems,  he  was  unwilling  to  de- 
viate ib  far  from  the  common  maxims  of  war  as  to 
leave  a  fortified  place  in  his  rear  •,  and  therefore  he 
determined  to  make  himfelf  mafler  of  it  before  he 
fhould  proceed.     For  this  purpofe  ic  was  imme- 
diately inverted,  orders  were  ifiued  to  haften  up 
the  heavy  artillery,  and  nwechal  Keith  was  ap- 
Y  2  pointed 
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An.  1758.  pointed  to  fuperintend  and  direct  the  operations  of 
the  fiege. 

Mean  while  the  Auftrian  commander,  count 
Daun,  being  informed  of  his  Pruffian  majefty's 
motions  and  defign,  quitted  his  camp  at  Leuto- 
myffel  in  Bohemia,  and  entered  Moravia  by  the 
way  of  Billa.  Being  ftill  too  weak  to  encounter 
the  Pruffians  in  the  field,  he  extended  his  troops  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  king's  army,  between 
Gewitz  and  Littau,  in  a  mountainous  fituation, 
where  he  ran  little  or  no  rifque  of  being  att  >cktd. 
Here  he  remained  for  fome  time  in  quiet,  with  the 
fertile  country  of  Bohemia  in  his  rear,  from  whence 
he  drew  plentiful  fupplies,  and  received  daily  rein- 
forcements. His  fcheme  was  to  relieve  the  be- 
fieged  occasionally,  to  harrafs  the  befiegers,  and 
to  intercept  their  convoys  from  Silefia ;  and  this 
fcheme  fucceeded  to  his  wiih.  Olmutz  is  fo  exten- 
five  in  its  works,  and  fo  peculiarly  fituattd  on  the 
river  Morava,  that  it  could  not  be  completely  in- 
veiled  without  weakening  the  pofts  of  the  befieging' 
army,  by  extending  them  to  a  prodigious  circuit  ^ 
fo  that,  in  fome  parts,  they  were  eafily  forced  by 
detachments  in  the  night,  who  fell  upon  them  fud- 
denly,  and  feldom  failed  to  introduce  into  the 
place  fupplies  of  men,  provifion,  and  ammunition. 
The  forage  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city  having 
been  previoufly  deftroyed,  the  Pruffian  horfc  were 
obliged  to  make  excurfions  at  a  great  diftance,  con- 
fequently  expofed  to  fatigue  and  liable  to  furprife; 
and,  in  a  word,  the  Pruffians  were  not  very  expert 
in  the  art  of  town-taking. 

CountDaun  knew  how  to  take  advantage  of  thefe 
circumftances,  without  hazarding  a  battle,  to  which 
4  the 
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the  king  provoked  him  irvvain.     While  the  garri-   An.  175*. 
fon  made  repeated  failles  to  retard  the  operations   T^jd,,.- 
of  the    befieged,   the  Auftrian   general  harrafied  ofPruflia 
their  foraging  parties,  fell  upon  different  quarters   oW'g"1  to 
of  their  army  in  the  night,  and  kept  them  in  con-   f,CgCof 
tinual  alarm.     Neverthelefs,  the  king  finifhed  his   Olmutz. 
firft  p iralltl ;  and  proceeded  with  fuch  vigour  as 
leemed  to  promife  a  fpeedy  reduction  of  the  place, 
when  his  defign  was  intirely  fruflrated  by  one  un- 
toward incident.    Marechal  Daun,  having  received 
intelligence  that  a  large  convoy  had  fet  out  from  Si- 
lefia  for  the  Pruflian  camp,  reiblved  to  feize  this  op- 
portunity of  compelling  the  king  to  defift  from  his 
enterprize.     He  fent  general  Jahnus  with  a  ftron^ 
body  of  troops  towards  Bahrn,  and  another  detach- 
ment to  Stadtoliebe,  with  inftructions  to  attack 
the  convoy  on  different  fides  •,   while  he  himfelf 
advanced  towards  the  befiegers,  as  if  he  intended 
to  give  them  battle.     The  king  of  Prufiia,  far 
from  being  deceived  by  this  feint,  began  from  the 
motion  of  the  Auftrian  general  to  fufped  his  real 
icheme,  and  immediately  difpatched  general  Zie- 
then  with  a  ftrong  reinforcement  to  protect  the 
convoy,  which  was  efcorted  by  eight  battalions,  and 
about  four  thoufand  men  who  had  been  fick  and 
were  jxtft  recovered.  Before  this  officer  joined  them, 
the  convoy  had  been  attacked  on  the  twenty- eighth 
•~    day  of  June  ;   but  the  aflailants  were  repulied  with 
^  confiderable  lofs,    Marechal  Daun,  however,  took 
care  that  they  fliould  be  immediately  reinforced  ; 
and  next  day  the  attack  was  renewed  with  mucl\ 
greater  effecT.     Four  hundred  waggons,  guarded 
by  four  battalions,  and  about  one  thoufand  troopers, 
had  juft  paflcd  the  defiles  of  Domftadt,  when  the 
Y  3  Au- 
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An.  1758.  Auflrians  charged  them  furioufly  on  every  fide: 
the  communication  between  the  head  and  the  reft 
of  the  convoy  was  cut  off;  and  general  Ziethen, 
after  having  exerted  all  his  efforts  for  its  preferva- 
tion,  being  obliged  to  abandon  the  waggons, 
retired  to  Troppau.  Thus  the  whole  convoy  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  who  took  above  fix 
hundred  prifoners,  together  with  general  Putkam- 
mer-,  and  the  king  of  Pruffia  was  obliged  to  relin- 
quifh  his  enterprize. 

He  retires       This  was  a  mortifying  neceflity  to  a  prince  of 

into  Bo-       t  •     i-    L  /•  •  •  >  •  r        i  •      r  v 

hemia.  *11S  high  {pint,  at  a  time  when  he  law  himielr  on 
the  eve  of  reducing  the  place,  notwithftanding 
the  gallant  defence  which  had  been  made  by  ge- 
neral Marfhal  the  governor.  Nothing  now  re- 
mained but  to  raife  the  fiege,  and  retire  without 
lofs  in  the  face  of  a  vigilant  enemy,  prepared  to 
feize  every  opportunity  of  advantage  :  a  talk  which 
.  how  hard  loever  it  may  appear,  he  performed  with 
equal  dexterity  and  fuccefs.  Inftead  of  retiring 
into  Silefia,  he  refolved  to  avert  the  war  from  his 
own  dominions,  and  take  the  route  of  Bohemia, 
the  frontiers  of  which  were  left  uncovered  by 
marechal  Daun's  laft  motion,  when  he  advanced  his 
quarters  to  Pofnitz,  in  order  to  fuccour  Olmutz 
the  more  effectually.  After  the  king  had  taken 
his  meafures,  he  carefully  concealed  his  defign 
from  the  tnemy,  and,  notwithftanding  the  lofs  of 
his  convoy,  profecuted  the  operations  of  the  fiege 
with  redoubled  vigour,  till  the  firlt  day  of  July, 
when  he  decamped  in  the  night,  and  began  his 
,  march  to  Bohemia.  He  hirnfelf  with  one  divifion 
took  the  road  of  Konitz ;  and  marechal  Keith 
having  brought  away  all  the  artillery,  except  four 

mor- 
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mortars,    and  one  difabled  cannon,    purfued   his    An-  '75*« 
march  by  the  way  of  Littau  to  Muglitz  andTribau. 
Although  his  Prnffian  majefty  had  gained  an  en- 
tire march  upon  the  Auftrians,  their  light  troops, 
commanded  by   the  generals  Buccow  and  Lau- 
•dohn,  did  not  fail  to  attend  and  harrafs  his  army 
in  their  retreat ;  but  their  endeavours  were  in  a 
.great  meafure  fruftrated  by  the  conduct  and  cir- 
cumfpection  of  the  PrufTian  commanders.     Afrer 
the  rear  of  the  army  had  pafled  the  difiles  of  Kre- 
nau,  general  Lafci,  who  was  pofled  at  Gibau  with 
a  large  body  of  Auftrian  troops,  occupied  the  vil- 
lage of  Krenau  with  a  detachment  of"  grenadiers, 
who  were  foon  diflodged  •,  and  the  Prufiians  purfutd 
their  march  by  Zwittau  to  Leuromyflel,    where 
they  feized  a  magazine  of  meal  and  forage.     In  the 
mean  time,  general  de  Rttzow,  who  conducted 
the  provifions  and  artillery,  found  the  hills  of  Kol- 
litz  poffcfTcd  by  the  enemy,  who  cannonaded  him 
as  he  advanced  ;  but  marechal  Keith  coming  up, 
ordered  them  to  be  attacked  in  the  rear,  and  they 
fled  into  a  wood  with  precipitation,  with  the  lofs 
of  fix  officers  and  three  hundred  men,  who  were 
taken  prifoners.     While  the  marechal  was  thus  em- 
ployed, the  king  proceeded  from  Leutomyflel  to 
Koninfgratz,    where  general   Buccow,    who   had 
got  the  ftart  of  him,  was  pofted  with  feven  thou- 
fand  men  behind  the  Elbe,   and   in  the  intrench- 
ments  which  they  had  thrown  up  all  round  the  city. 
The  Pruffian  troops  at  they  arrived  parted  over  the 
little  river  Adler,  and  as  the  enemy  had  broken 
down  the  bridges  over  the  Elbe,  the  king  ordered 
them  to  be  repaired  with  all  expedition,  being  de- 
termined to  attack  the  Auftrian  intrenchments  : 
Y  4  but 
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An.  1758.  but  general  Buccow  did  not  wait  for  his  approach. 
He  abandoned  his  intrenchments,  and  retired  with 
his  troops  to  Clumetz ;  fo  that  the  king  took  poi-- 
feflion  of  the  moft  important  poll  of  Kpninfgratz 
without  farther  oppofuion.  An  Auftrian  corps 
having  taken  poll  between  him  and  Holljtz,  in 
order  to  obflruct  the  march  of  the  artillery,  he 
advanced  againft  them  in  perfon,  and  having 
driven  them  from  the  place,  all  his  cannon,  mili- 
tary Hores,  provifion,  with  fifteen  hundred  fick 
and  wounded  men  arrived  in  fafety  at  Koninf- 
gratz,  where  the  wh61e  army  encamped.  His  in- 
tention was  to  transfer  the  feat  of  war  from  Mora- 
via to  Bohemia,  where  he  fhould  be  able  to  main- 
tain a  more  eafy  communication  with  his  own  do- 
minions :  but  a  more  powerful  motive  foon  obliged 
him  to  change  his  refolution. 

Pr°j;r*k  After  the  Ruffian  troops  under  Apraxin  had  re- 
Ruffians,  treated  from  Pomerania  in  the  courfe  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  ,and  the  czarina  feemed  ready  to 
change  her  fyftem,  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Ver- 
failes  had,  by  dint  of  fubfidies,  promifes,  prefents, 
and  intrigues,  attached  her  in  all  appearance  more 
firmly  than  ever  to  the  confederacy,  and  even  inr? 
duced  her  to  augment  the  number  of  troops  def- 
tined  to  act  againft  tEe.  Pruffian  monarch.  She 
not  only  figned  her  acceflion  in  form  to  the  qua- 
druple alliance  with  the  emprefs  queen  and  the 
kings  of  France  and  Sweden ;  but,  in  order  to  ma- 
nifeft  her  zeal  for  the  common  caufe,  me  difgraced 
Jier  chancellor  count  Beftuchef,  who  was  fuppofed 
averfe  to  the  war ;  fhe  divided  her  troops  into, 
itparate  bodies,  under  the  command  of  the  gene- 
rajs  Fermer  sad  Brqwn,  and  ordered  them  to  put 
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their  troops  in  motion  in  the  middle  of  winter.  An, 
Fermer  accordingly  began  his  march  in  the  be- 
ginning of  January,  and  on  the  twenty-fecond  his 
light  troops  took  pofieffion  of  Koningfbtrg,  the 
capital  of  Pruflia,    without  oppofition  ;    for  the 
king's  forces  had  quitted  that  country,  in  order  to 
profecute  the  war  in  the  weftern  parts  of  Pomera- 
nia.     They  did  not  however  maintain  themfclves 
in  this  part  of  the  country  ;  but,  after  having  ra- 
vaged fome  diftricts,  returned  to  the  main  body, 
which  halted  on  the  Viftula,   to  the  no  fmall  di£ 
turbance  of  the  city  of  Dantzick,  where  the  refir 
dent  of  the  czarina  actually  demanded  that  the 
magiftrates  mould  receive  a  Ruffian  garrifon  :  a 
demand  which  they  not  only  peremptorily  refufed, 
but  ordered  all  the  citizens  to  arms,  and  took  every 
other   method  to  provide  for  their  defence.     At 
length,  after  fome  negotiation  with  general  Fer- 
mer, the  affair  was  compromifed  ;  he  defifled  from 
the  demand,  and  part  of  his  troops*pafled  theViftula, 
feemingly  to  invade  Pomerania,  in  the  eaftern  part 
of  which  count  Dohna  had  aifembled  an  army  of 
Pruffians  to  oppoie  their  progrefs.     But  after  they 
had  pillaged  the  open  country,  they  rejoined  their 
main  body ;  and  general  Fermer,  turning  to  the 
left,  advanced  towards  Silefia,  in  order  to  co-ope- 
rate with  the  other  Ruffian  army  commanded  by 
Brown,  who  had  taken  his  route  through  Poland* 
and  already  paffed  the  Pofna.     By  the  firft  of  July, 
both  bodies  had  reached  the  frontiers  of  Silcfia, 
and  fome  of  their  coffacks,  penetrating  into  that 
province,    had  committed  dreadful  ravages,    and 
overwhelmed  the  inhabitants  with  confirmation. 
Count  Dohna,  with  the  Prufiian  army  under  his 

com- 
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An.  1758.  command,  had  attended  their  motions,  and  even 
patted  the  Oder  at  Frankfort,  as  if  he  had  intended 
to  give  them  battle  :  but  he  was  too  much  infe- 
rior in  number  to  hazard  fuch  a  ftep,  which  be- 
came an  object  of  his  fovereign's  own  perfonal  at- 
tention. Marechal  Daun  had  followed  the  king 
into  Bohemia,  and  on  the  twenty -fecond  day  of 
July,  encamped  on  the  hills  of  Libifchm,  a  fitu- 
ation  almoft  inaceffible,  where  he  refolved  to  re- 
main and  watch  the  motions  of  the  Pruffian  mo- 
narch, until  fome  opportuaity  mould  offer  of  act- 
ing to  advantage.  Nature  feems  to  have  exprefsly 
formed  this  commander  with  talents  to  penetrate 
the  defigns,  embarrafs  the  genius,  and  check  the 
impetuofity  of  the  Pruffian  monarch.  He  was 
juftly 'compared  toFabius  Maximus,  diftinguilhed 
by  the  epithet  of  Cunctator.  He  pofieffed  all  the 
vigilance,  caution,  and  fagacity' of  that  celebrated 
Roman.  Like  him,  he  hovered  on  the  fkirts  of 
the  enemy,  harrafTmg  their  parties,  accuftoming 
the  foldiers  to  ftrict  difcipline,  hard  fervice,  and 
the  face  of  a  formidable  foe,  and  watching  for  op- 
portunities, which  he  knew  how  to  feize  with  equal 
courage  and  celerity. 

The  king       The  king  of  Pruffia,   being  induced  by  a  con- 
tothe  S      currence  of  motives  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  the 
Oder.         Ruffians  in  Silefia,  made  his  difpofitions   for  re- 
treating from  Bohemia,  and  on  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  July  quitted  the  camp  of  Koningfgratz.   He 
was  attended  in  his  march  by  three  thouiand  Au- 
ftrian  light  troops,  who  did  not  fail  to  incommode 
his  rear:   but  notwithstanding  t'ktfe  impediments, 
he  paHed  the  Mittau,  proceeded  on  his  route,  and 
on  the  ninth  day  of  Auguft  arrived  at  Landfhut. 

From 
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From  thence  he  haftened  with  a  detachment  to-  An« 
wards  Frankfort  on  the  Oder,  and  joined  the  ar- 
my commanded  by  lieutenant-general  Dohna  at 
Gorgas.  Then  the  whole  army  pafTed  the  Oder 
by  a  bridge  thrown  over  it  at  Gatavife,  and  having 
refted  one  day,  advanced  to  Dertmitzel,  .whtre 
he  encamped.  The  Ruffian's,  under  general  ter- 
mer, were  pofted  on  the  other  fide  of  the  little  river 
Mttzel,  their  right  extended  to  the  village  oi  Z wic- 
ker and  their  left  to  Queitchem. 

The  king  being  determined  to  hazard  a  battle,    And  de- 
puted the  Mitzel  on  the  twenty  fifth  in  the  morn-   R^ns 
ing,  and  turning  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy,  drew   at  Zorn 
up  his  army  in  order  of  batde  in  the  plain  between   ( 
the  little  river  and  the  town  of  Zorndorf.     1  he 
Ruffians,  by  whom  he  was  outnumbered,  did  not 
decline  the  difpute  •,  but  as  the  ground  did  not  per- 
mit them  to  extend  themfelves,   they  appeared  in 
four  lines,  forming  a  front  on  every  fide,  defended 
by  cannon' and  chevaux  de  frile,  their  right  flank 
covered  by  the  village  of  Zwicker.     After  a  warm 
cannonade,  thePrufTian  infantry  were  ordered  to  at- 
tack  the  village,    and  a  body  of  grenadiers  ad- 
vanced to  the  aifault ;  but  this  brigade  unexpected- 
ly giving  way,  occafioned  a  confiderable  opening  in 
the  line,  and  left  the  whole  left  flank  of  the  in  ran - 
try   uncovered.      Before    the   enemy  could   tnke 
advantage  of  this  incident,  the  interval  wa,;  i.iled 
up  by  the  cavalry  under  the  command  of  g.  -lerai' 
Seydlicz-,  and  the  king,  with  'his  ufual  preK,.ce  of 
mind,   fubftituted  another  choice  body  of  troops, 
to  carry  on  the  attack.     This  began  about  iuon, 
and  continued  for  fome  time,   during  wr;ich  both 
fides  fought  with  eqtfal  courage  and  perfcvcrance  :   , 
z  at 
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JU.  1758,  at  length,  general  Seydlitz,  having  routed  the 
Ruffian  cavalry,  fell  upon  the  flank  of  the  infantry 
with  fuch  fury,  which  being  alfo  dreadfully  annoyed 
by  the  PrufTian  artillery,  they  abandoned  the  vil- 
lage, together  with  their  military  cheft,  and  great 
part  of  their  baggage.  Notwithstanding  this  lofs, 
which  had  greatly  difordered  their  right  wing,  they 
continued  to  (land  their  ground  -,  and  terrible  ha- 
vock  was  made  among  them,  not  only  with  the 
iword  and  bayonet,  but  alfo  by  the  cannon,  which 
was  loaded  with  grape-mot,  and  being  excellently 
ferved,  did  great  execution.  Towards  evening 
the  confufion  among  them  increafed  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  in  all  probability  they  would  have  been 
intirely  routed,  had  they  not  been  favoured  by  the 
approach:ng  darknefs,  as  well  as  by  a  particular 
operation,  which  was  very  gallantly  performed.  One 
of  the  Ruffian  generals  perceiving  the  fortune  of 
the  day  turned  againfl  them,  rallied  a  felect  body 
of  troops,  and  made  a  vigorous  impreffion  on  the 
right  wing  of  the  Pruffians.  This  effort  diverted 
their  attention  fo  ftrongly  to  that  quarter,  that  the 
right  of  theRuffians  enjoyed  a  refpite,  during  which 
they  retired  in  tolerable  order,  and  occupied  a  new 
pod  in  the  right,  where  the  reft  of  their  forces  were 
the  more  eafilyafFembled.  In  this  battle  they  are  faid 
to  have  loll  above  fifteen  thoufand  men,  thirty-feven, 
colours,  five  flandards,  twelve  mortars,  the  greater 
part  of  their  baggage,  and  above  one  hundred 
pieces  of  cannon.  Among  the  prifoners  that  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  victor,  there  were  feveral 
gf  neral  officers,  and  a  good  number  loft  their  lives 
en  the  fit  Id  of  battle.  The  victory  coft  the  king 
&h<jve  two  thouiand  men,  including  fome  'officers 
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of  diftin&ion,  particularly  two  aids-du-camp,  who  An. 
attended  his  own  perfon,  which  he  expofVd  with- 
out fcruple  to  all  the  perils  of  the  day.  It  would 
have  redounded  ilill  more  to  his  glory,  had  he  put 
a  flop  to  the  carnage  •,  for  after  all  refinance  was 
at  an  end,  the  wretched  Ruffians  were  hewn  down 
without  mercy.  It  mult  be  owned,  indeed,  that 
the  Prufiian  foldiers  were  in  a  peculiar  manner  ex- 
afperated  againft  this  enemy,  becaufe  they  had  laid 
waftc  the  country,  burned  the  villages,  ruined  the 
peafants,  and  committed  many  horrid  acts  of  bar- 
barity, which  the  practice  of  war  could  not  au- 
thorize*. The  Pruflian  army  palled  the  night 

under 


*  A  detail  of  the  cruelties 
committed  by  thofe  barba- 
rians cannot  be  read  without 
horror.  They  not  only  burn- 
ed a  great  number  of  villages, 
but  they  raviflied,  rifled,  mur- 
dered, and  mutilated  the  in- 
habitants, without  diftincYion 
of  age  or  fex,  without  any 
other  provocation  or  incite- 
ment than  brutal  luit  and 
wantonnefs  of  barbarity.  They 
even  violated  the  fepulchres 
of  the  dead,  which  have  been 
held  facred  among  the  moft 
favage  nations.  At  Camin 
and  Breckholtz  they  forced 
open  the  graves  and  fepulchral 
vaults,  and  ftripped  the  bo- 
dies of  the  generals  Schla- 
berndorf  and  Ruitz,  which 
had  been  there  depofited.  But 
the  collected  force  of  their 
vengeance  was  difcharged  a- 
gainft  Cuftrin,  the  capital  of 


the  New  Marche  of  Branden- 
burg, fituated  at  the  conflux 
of  the  Warta  and  the  Oder, 
about  fifteen  Englifh  miles 
from  Franckfort.  The  parti- 
culars of  thedifafter  that  be- 
fell this  city,  are  pathetically 
related  in  the  following  ex- 
tracls  from  a  letter  written  by 
an  inhabitant  and  eye-wit- 
nefs. 

"  On  the  thirteenth  of  Au- 
guft,  about  three  o'clock  hi 
the  afternoon,  a  fudden  re- 
port was  fpread,  that  a  body 
of  Ruflian  huflars  and  cof- 
facks  appeared  in  fight  of  the 
little  fuburb.  All  the  people 
were  immediately  in  motion, 
and  the  whole  city  was  filled 
with  terror,  efpecially  as  we 
were  certainly  informed  that 
the  whole  Ruflian  army  was 
advancing  from  Meferick  and 
Konhjfwaida,  by  the  way  of 
Landf- 
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An.  1758.  under  arms,  and  next  morning  the  cannonade  was 
renewed  againft  the  enemy,  who  nevertheleis  main- 
tained 


Landfocrg.  A  reinforcement 
was  immediately  fent  to  our 
piquet  guard  in  the  fuburb, 
amounting,  by  this  junction, 
to  three  hundred  men,  who 
were  foon  attacked  by  the 
enemy,  and  the  fkirmifh  laft- 
ed  from  four  till  feven  o'clock 
in  the  evening.  During  this 
difpute,  we  could  plainly  per- 
ceive, from  our  ramparts  and 
•  church- fteeple,  feveral  perfons 
of  diftinftion,  mounted  on 
Englifh  horfes,  reconnoitring 
our  fortification  through  pro- 
fpeclive  glaiTes.  They  retired, 
'however,  when  our  cannon 
began  to  fire  :  then  our  piquet 
took  pofieffion  of  their  former 
poft  in  the  fuburb;  and  the 
reinforcement  we  had  fent 
from  the  city  returned,  after 
having  broke  down  the  bridge 
over  the  Oder.  Next  day 
count  Dohna,  who  command- 
ed the  army  near  Frankfort, 
fent  in  a  reinforcement  of  four 
battalions,  ten  fquadrons,  and 
a  fmall  body  of  buffers,  un- 
der the  command  of  lieute- 
nant -  general  Scherlemmer. 
The  huiTars  and  a  body  of 
dragoons  were  added  to  the 
piquet  of  the  little  fuburb  : 
the  four  battalibns  pitched 
their  tents  on  the  Anger,  be- 
tween the  fuburb  and  the  for- 
tiHcatlon  ;  and  the  reft  of  the 
remained  in  the 


field,  to  cover  the  long  fub- 
urb. General  Scherlemmer, 
attended  by  our  governor,  co- 
lonel Schuck,  went  with  a 
fmall  party  to  obferve  the 
enemy;  but  were  obliged  to 
retire,  and  were  purfued  by 
the  ccffacks  to  the  walls  of  the 
city.  Between  four  and  five 
o'clock  next  morning  the  poor 
inhabitants  were  roufed  from 
their  fleep  by  the  noife  of  the 
cannon,  intermingled  with  the 
difmal  fhrieks  and  hideous 
yellings  of  the  cofTacks  be- 
longing to  the  Ruffian  army. 
Alarmed  at  this  horrid  noife, 
I  afcended  thechurch-fteeple, 
from  whence  I  beheld  the 
whole,  plain,  extending  from 
the  little  fuburb  to  the  forelt, 
covered  with  the  enemy's 
troops,  and  our  light  horfe, 
fupported  by  the  infantry,  en- 
gaged in  different  places  with 
their  irregulars.  At  eight  I 
defcried  a  body  of  the  ene- 
my's infantry,  whofe  van  con- 
fifted  of  four  or  five  thoufand 
men,  advancing  towards  the 
vineyard,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  which  they  had  raifed 
occafional  batteries  in  the  pre- 
ceding evening :  from  thefe 
they  now  played  on  our  pi- 
quet-guard and  buffers,  who 
were  obliged  to  retire.  Then 
they  fired,  en  ricochet,  on  the 
tents  and  baggage  of  the  four 
batta- 
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tained  that  pofition,  without  flinching.     On   the   An.. 
twenty-feventh,  they  feemed  determined  to  hazard 

another 


battalions  encamped  on  the 
Anger,  who  were  alib  com- 
pelled  to   retreat.       Having 
thus    cleared    the    environs, 
they  threw  into  the  city  fuch 
a  number  of  bomb?,  and  red- 
hot  bullets,  that  by  nine  in 
the  morning  it  was  let  on  fire 
in  three  different  places;   and 
the    ftreets,    being    narrow, 
burned  with  fuch  fury,    that 
all  our  endeavours   to  extin- 
guifh   it    proved    ineffectual. 
At  this  time  the  whole  atmo- 
fphere  appeared  like  a  (hower 
of  fiery  rain  and  hail;  and  the 
miferable  inhabitants  thought 
of  nothing  but   faving  their 
lives  by  running  into  the  open 
fields.     The  whole  place  was 
filled  with  terror  and  confter- 
nation,    and  rcfounded  with 
the    fhrieks   of  women    and 
children,  who  rati   about  in 
theiitmoft  dill  ration,  expofed 
to  the   fhot   and  the  bomb 
Jhells,   which,  burfting,  tore 
in    pieces    every    thing    that 
ftood  in  their  way.     As  I  led 
my  wife,  with  a  young  child 
in  her  arms,  and  drove  the 
reft  of  my  children  and  fer- 
vants  half  naked  before  me, 
thofe    internments   of   death 
and  devaftation  fell  about  us 
like  hail;   but,    by  the  mercy 
of  God,  we   all   efcaped  un- 
Imrt.    Nothing  could  be  more 
melancholy  and  aftWting  than 


a  fight  of  the  wretched  people, 
flying  in  crouds,  and  leaving 
their  all  behind,  while  they 
rent  the  fky  with  their  lamen- 
tations. Many  women  of  drf- 
tinftion  I  faw  without  flioes 
and  ftockings,  and  almoft 
without  cloaths,  who  had  beeri 
roufed  from  their  beds,  and 
run  out  naked  into  the  flreets. 
When  my  family  had  reached 
the  open  plain,  I  endeavoured 
to  return,  and  fave  fome  of 
my  effects;  but  I  could  not 
force  my  way  through  a  mul- 
titude of  people,  thronging 
out  at  the  gate,  fome  Tick  and 
bed-ridden  perfons  being  car- 
ried on  horfsback  and  in  car- 
nages, and  others  conveyed 
on  the  backs  of  their  friends* 
through  a  moft  dreadful  fccne 
of  horror  and  defolation.  A 
great  number  of  families  from, 
the  open  country,  and  de- 
fencekfs  towns  in  Pruflia  and 
Pomerania,  had  come  hither 
for  fhelrer  with  their  moft  va- 
luable effeds,  when  the  Ruf- 
fians firil  entered  the  king's 
territories.  Thefe,  as  well  as 
the  inhabitants,  are  all  ruin- 
ed ;  and  many  who  a  few- 
days  agopoflefled  confiderable 
wealth,  are  now  reduced  to 
the  utmoft  indigence.  The 
neighbouring  towns  and  vil- 
lages were  foon  crouded  with 
the  people  of  Cuftrin  :  the 
roads 
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1758.  another  action,  and  even  attack  the  conqueror: 
inftead  of  advancing,  however,  they  took  the  route 
of  Landfb^rg  •,  but  afterwards  turned  off  towards 
Vietzel,  and  pofted  themfelves  between  the  river 
"Warta  and  that  village. 


roads  were  filled  with  obje&s 
of  mifery :  nothing  was  feen 
b.ut  nakednefs  and  defpair; 
nothing  heard  but  the  cries 
of  hunger,  fear,  and  diftrac- 
tion.  For  my  own  part,  I 
flayed  one  night  at  Goltz, 
and  then  proceeded  for  Berlin. 
Cuilrin  is  now  a  heap  of  ruins. 
The  great  magazine,  the  go^ 
vernor's  houfe,  the  church, 
the  palace,  the  ftore  and  ar- 
tillery houfes,  in  a  word,  the 
old  and  new  towns,  the  fub- 
urbs,  and  all  the  bridges,  were 
reduced  to  afhes:  nay,  after 
the  arches  were  deftroyed,  the 
piles  and  fterlings  were  burn- 
ed to  the  water's  edge.  The 
writings  of  all  the  colleges, 
together  with  the  archives  of 
the  country,  were  totally  con- 
fumed,  together  with  a  pro- 
digious magazine  of  corn  and 
flour,  valued  at  fome  millions 
of  crowns.  The  cannon  in 
the  arfenal  were  all  melted ; 
and  the  loaded  bombs  and 
cartridges,  with  a  large  quan- 
tity of  gunpowder,  went  off 
at  once  with  a  moft  horrible 
explofion.  A  great  number 
of  the  inhabitants  are  miffing, 


fuppofed  to  have  perifhed  in 
the  flames,  or  under  the  ruins 
of  the  houfeSj  or  to  have  been 
fuffocated  in  fubterraneous 
vaults  and  caverns,  to  which 
they  had  fled  for  fafety." 

Nothing  could  be  more  in- 
human, or  contrary  to  the 
practice  of  a  generous  enemy* 
than  fuch  vengeance  wreaked 
upon  the  innocent  inhabi- 
tants ;  for  the  Ruflians  did 
not  begin  to  batter  the  forti- 
fications until  all  the  reft  of 
the  place  was  deftroyed.  In 
the  courfe  of  this  campaign^ 
the  Ruflian  cofiacks  are  faid 
to  have  plundered  and  burn- 
ed fourteen  large  towns  and 
two  hundred  villages,  and  wan- 
tonly butchered  above  two 
thoufand  defencelefs  women 
and  children.  Such  monfters 
of  barbarity  ought  to  he  ex- 
cluded from  all  the  privileges 
of  human  nature,  and  hunted 
down  as  wild  beafts,  without 
pity  or  ceifation.  What  in- 
famy ought  thofe  powers  to 
incur,  who  employ  and  en* 
courage  fuch  ru thief*  barba* 


Imme- 
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immediately  after  the  battle,  general  Fermer  *,  An.  1758. 

toho  had  received  a  flight  wound  in  tbea&ion,  fent  Meflages 

a  trumpet  with  a  letter  to  lieutenant-general  Doh-  that  paflf- 

na,  defining  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  for  two  or  three  ed  be~ 


days,  to  bury   the  dead,    and   take   care   of  the 


wounded;  and  prefcnting  to  his  Priiffian  majefty  andPruf- 
the  humble  requert  of  general  Browne,  who  Was  fian  gene- 
much  weakened  with,  the  lofs  of  blood,  that  he  ral' 
might  have  apaffport,  by  virtue  of  which  he  could 
be  removed  to  a  place  where  he  mould  find  fuch 
accommodation  as  his  fituation  required.  In  an- 
fwer  to  this  mefTage,  count  Dohna  gave  the  Ruf- 
fian general  to  underftand,  that  as  his  Pruffian  ma- 
jefty remained  mailer  of  the  field,  he  would  give 
the  neceflary  orders  for  interring  the  dead,  and 
taking  care  of  the  wounded  on  both  fides  :  he  re- 
fufed  a  fufpenfion  of  arms,  but  granted  the  requeft 
of  general  Browne  ;  and  concluded  his  letter,  by 
complaining  of  the  outrages  which  the  Ruffian 
troops  Hill  continued  to  commit  in  pillaging  and 
burning  the  king's  villages. 

The  king  of  Pruffia  had  no  fooner  repulfed  the   Situation 

enemy  in  one  quarter  than  his  prefence  was  re-  °A  ^ 

.     ,  .  ,T71  .       ,   «  i       •       Auftnans 

quired  in  another.     When   he  quitted  Bohemia,   jn  Saxo- 

marechal  Daun,  at  the  head  of  the  Auftrian  army,  ny. 
and  the  prince  de  Deux-ponts,  who  commanded 
the  forces  of  the  empire,  advanced  to  the  Elbe,  in 
order  to  furround  the  king's  brother  prince  Henry, 
who,  without  immediate  fuccour,  would  not  have 
beenable  topreferve  his  footing  in  Saxony.  The  Pruf- 
fian monarch  therefore  determined  to  fupport  him 
with  all  poffible  expedition.  In  a  few  days  after  the 

*    General    Fermer  is    of      Browne  is  aftually  a  native  of 
ScottUh  extraft,  and  general      North  Britain. 

Numb.  1  8.  Z  battle, 
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An.  1758.  battle,  he  began  his  march  from  Cuftrin  with  a  re- 
inforcement of  twenty-four  battalions  and  great 
part  of  his  cavalry  •,  and  purfued  his  route  with 
fuch  unwearied  diligence,  that  by  the  fifth  day  of 
September  he  reached  Torgau,  and  on  the  eleventh 
joined  his  -brother.  Mareehal  Daun  had  pofted 
himfelf  at  Stolpen  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Elbe,  in 
order  to  preferve  an  eafy  communication  with  the 
army  of  the  empire,  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Konigftein  •,  to  favour  the  operations  of  general 
Laudohn,  who  had  advanced  through  the  Lower 
Lufatia  to  the  frontiers  of  Brandenburgh ;  to  make 
a  diverfion  from  the  fouthern  parts  of  Silefia,  where 
a  body  of  Auftrian  troops  acted  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  generals  Harrache  and  De  Ville ;  and 
to  interrupt  the  communication  between  prince 
Henry  and  the  capital  of  Saxony.  On  the  fifth 
day  of  September,  the  garrifon  in  the  ftrong  for- 
trefs  of  Konigftein  furrendered  themfelves  prf- 
foners  of  war,  after  a  very  feeble  refiftance,  to  the 
prince  of  Deux-ponts,  who  forthwith  took  pofTef- 
fion  of  the  ftrong  camp  at  Pirna.  When  the  king 
of  Pruflia  therefore  arrived  at  Drefden,  he  found 
the  army  of  the  empire  in  this  pofition,  and  mare- 
chal  Daun  in  a  ftill  ftronger  fituation  at  Stolpen, 
with  bridges  of  communication  thrown  over  the 
Elbe;  fo  that  he  could  not  attack  them  with  any 
profpect  of  advantage. 

The  king       He  had  no  other  resolution  to  take  but  that  of 

ofPrufiia    endeavouring  to  cut  them  off  from  fupplies  oi  pro- 
advances       .„  .......        . 

to  Hoch-  V1^on  »   and  Wltn  tnls  view,   he.  marched  to  Baut* 
kirchen,     zen,  which  he   occupied.      This  motion   obliged 

the  Auftrian  general  to  quit  his  camp  at  Stolpen  ; 

but  he  chofe  another  of  equal  flrength  at  Libau  ; 
i  yet 
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yet  he  afterwards  advanced  to  Rittlitz,  that  he  An.  1758. 
might  be  at  hand  to  feize  the  firft  favourable  oc- 
cafion  of  executing  the  relblution  he  had  formed 
to  attack  the  Prufiians.  The  king,  having  de- 
tached general  Retzow  on  his  left  to  take  pofiefiion 
of  Weiflenberg,  marched  forwards  with  the  body 
of  his  army,  and  potted  himfelf  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Hochkirchen,  after  having  diflodged  the 
Auftrians  from  that  village.  Matters  were  now 
brought  to  fuch  a  delicate  crifis,  that  a  battle 
feemed  inevitable,  and  equally  defired  by  both 
parties,  as  an  event  that  would  determine  whether 
the  Auftrians  fhould  be  obliged  to  retreat  for 
winter-quarters  into  Bohemia,  or  be  enabled  to 
maintain  their  ground  in  Saxony. 

In  this  fituation  marechal  Daun  refolved  to  aft  where  h* 
offenfively,  and  formed  a  fcheme  for  attacking  lsr-^"and 
the  right  flank  of  the  Pruffians  by  furprife.  This  defeated, 
meafure  was  fuggefted  to  him  by  an  overfight  of 
the  Pruffians,  who  had  neglefted  to  occupy  the 
heights  that  commanded  the  village  of  Hochkrr- 
chen,  which  was  only  guarded  by  a  few  free  com- 
panies. He'  determined  to  take  the  advantage  of  a 
Very  dark  night,  and  to  employ  the  flower  of  his 
whole  army  on  this  important  fervice,  well  know- 
ing that  fhould  they  penetrate  through  the  flank 
of  the  enemy,  the  whole  PrufTian  army  would  be 
diiconcerted,  and  in  all  probability  intirely  mined. 
Having  taken  his  meafures  with  wonderful  fecrecy 
and  circumfpeftion,  the  troops  began  to  move  in 
the  night  between  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  of 
Oftober,  favoured  by  a  thick  fog,  which  greatly 
increaied  the  darkneis  of  the  night.  Their  firft 
care  was  to  take  pofiefiion  of  the  hill  that  com- 
Z  2  manded 
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An.  F758,  rnanded  Hochkirchen,  from  whence  they  poured: 
down  upon  the  village,  of  which  they  took  poflef- 
iion,  after  having  cut  in  pieces  the  free  companies 
there  pofted.  The  action  began  in  this  quarter 
about  four  in  the  morning,  and  continued  feveral 
hours  with  great  fury  ;  for  notwithftanding  the 
impetuous  efforts  of  the  Auftrian  troops,  and  the 
confufion  occafioned  among  the  Pruffians  by  the 
furprize,  a  vigorous  ftand  was  made  by  fome  gene- 
ral officers,  who,  with  admirable  expedition  and 
prefence  of  mind,  aflembled  and  arranged  the 
troops  as  they  could  take  to  their  arms,  and  led 
them  up  to  the  attack,  without  diftindtion  of  regi- 
ment, place,  or  precedence.  While  the  action 
was  obilinately  and  defperately  maintained  in  this 
place,  amidft  all  the  horrors  of  darknefs,  carnage, 
and  confufion,  the  king  being  alarmed,  exerted 
all  hisperfonal  activity,  addrefs,  and  recollection,  in 
drawing  regularity  from  diforder,  arranging  the 
different  corps,  altering,  pofitions,  reinforcing 
weak  pofts,  encouraging  the  foldiery,  and  oppofmg 
the  efforts  of  the  enemy  j  for  although  they  made 
their  chief  impreffion  upon  the  right  by  the  village 
of  Hochkirchen,  marechal  Daun,  in  order  to  divide 
the  attention  of  the  king,  made  another  attack 
upon  the  left,  which  was  with  difficif  ty  fuftained, 
and  effectually  prevented  him  from  fending  rein- 
forcements to  the  right,  where  marechal  Keith,  un- 
der the  greateft  difadvantages,  bore  the  brunt  of 
the  enemy's  chief  endeavours.  Thus  the  battle 
raged  till  nine  in  the  morning,  when  this  gallant 
officer  was  mot  through  the  heart.  Prince  Francis 
of  Brunfwic  had  met  with  the  fame  fate  :  prince 
Maurice  of  Anhalc  was  wounded  and  taken  pri- 

fonerj- 


MARSHAL  KEITH. 
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foner-,  and  many  others  were  -either  (lain  or  difa-  An.  1758. 
bled.  As  the  right  wing  had  been  furprifed,  the 
tents  continued  {landing,  and  greatly  embarrafled 
them  in  their  defence.  The  foldiers  had  never 
been  properly  drawn  up  in  order :  the  enemy  ftill 
perfevered  in  their  attack  with  fucceffive  rein- 
forcements and  redoubled  refolution  -,  and  a  confi- 
derable  (laughter  was  made  by  their  artillery, 
which  they  had  brought  up  to  the  heights  of 
Hochkirchcn.  All  thefe  circumftances  concurring, 
could  not  fail  to  increafe  the  confufion  and  difafter 
of  the  PrufTians  -,  fo  that  about  ten  the  king  was 
obliged  to  retire  to  Dobrefchutz,  with  the  lofs  of 
feven  thoufand  men,  of  all  his  tents,  and  part  of 
his  baggage  :  nor  had  the  Auftrian  general  much 
caufe  to  boaft  of  his  victory.  His  lofs  of  men 
was  pretty 'near  equal  to  that  of  the  Pruffian  mo- 
narch •,  and,  whatever  reputation  he  might  have 
acquired  in  foiling  that  enterprifing  prince,  cer- 
tainly his  defign  did  not  take  effect  in  its  full  ex- 
tent, for  the  Prufiians  were  next  day  in  a  condition 
to  hazard  another  engagement.  The  king  of 
Pruflia  had  fuftained  no  damage  which  he  could 
not  eafily  repair,  except  the  death  of  marechal 
Keith,  which  was  doubtlefs  an  irreparable  misfor- 
tune *. 

He 


*  As  very  little  notice  was  tent,  naked  and  half  afleep, 

taken,  in  the  detail  publifhed  we  think  it  the  duty  of  a  cau- 

by   authority,    of    any    part  did  hiftorian  to  vindicate  his 

which  this  great  man  a&ed  in  memory  and  reputation  from, 

the  battle    of   Hochkirchen,  the  foul  afperfion  thrown  by 

and  a  report  was  induftrioufly  the    perfidious    and    illiberal 

circulated    in  this    kingdom,  hand  of   envious  malice,  or 

that   he  was  furpiized  in  his  elfe  contrived  to  fcreen  fome 

Z  3  other 
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An.  17  c;  8.  He  remained  with  his  army  ten  days  at  Dobref- 

He  retires  chutz,  during  which  he  endeavoured  to  bring  the 

to  Dobre^  A    r 

fchutz,  Auf- 


other  character  from  the  im- 
putation of  mifconduct.  This 
talk  we  are  enabled  to  per- 
form by  a  gentleman  of  can- 
dour and  undoubted  credit, 
•who  learned  the  following 
particulars  at  Berlin  From  a 
perfon  that  was  eye-witnefs  of 
the  whole  trarifaftion.  Field- 
marechal  Keith,  who  arrived 
in  the  camp  the  very  day  that 
preceded  the  battle,  difap- 
proved  of  the  fituation  of  the 
Pruffian  army,  and  remon- 
ftrated  to  the  king  on  that 
fubjecl.  In  confequence  of 
his  advice,  a  certain  general 
was  fent  with  a  detachment 
to  take  poflefiion  of  the 
heights  that  commanded  the 
village  of  Hochkirchen;  but 
by  fome  fatality  he  mifcar- 
ried.  Marechal  Keith  was 
not  in  any  tent;  but  lodged 
with  prince  Francis  of  Brun£ 
wic,  in  a  houfe  belonging  to 
a  Saxon  major.  When  the 
firft  alarm  was  given  in  the 
night,  he  inftantly  mounted 
liis  horf£,  afTembled  a  body 
of  the  neareft  troops,  and 
marched  diredly  to  the  place 
that  was  attacked.  TheAuf- 
trians  had  taken  pofleflion  of 
the  hill  which  the  Pruflian 
officer  was  fent  to  occupy, 
and  this  they  fortified  with 
cannon :  then  they  made 
s  matters  of  the  vil- 


lage in  which  the  free  com- 
panies of  Angenelli  had  been 
ported.  Marechal  Keith  im- 
mediately conceived  the  de- 
fign  of  the  Auftrian  general, 
and,  knowing  the  importance 
of  this  place,  thither  diredled 
all  his  efforts.  He  in  perfon; 
led  on  the  troops  to  the  at- 
tack of  the  village,  from 
whence  he  drove  the  enemy ; 
but  being  overpowered  by 
numbers  continually  pouring 
down  from  rhe  hills,  he  was 
obliged  to  retire  in  his  turn. 
He  rallied  his  men,  returned 
to  the  charge,  and  regained 
pofleflion  of  the  place :  being 
again  repulfed  by  frefli  rein- 
forcements of  the  enemy,  he 
made  another  effort,  entered 
the  village  a  third  time,  and, 
finding  it  untenable,  ordered 
it  to  be  fet  on  fire.  Thus  he 
kept  the  Auftrians  at  bay, 
arid  maintained  a  defperate 
conflict  againft  the  flower  of 
the  Auilrian  army,  from  four 
in  the  morning  till  nine,  when, 
the  Pruflians  were  formed,  and 
began  to  file  off  in  their  re- 
treat. During  the  whole  dif- 
pute  he  rallied  the  troops  in 
perfon,  charged  at  their  head, 
and  expofed  his  life  in  the 
hotteft  of  a  dreadful  fire,  like 
a  private  captain  of  grena- 
diers. He  found  it  neceflary 
to  exert  himfelf  in  this  man- 
ner. 
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Auftrians  to   a  fccond  engagement ;   but   count  An.  175$. 

'Daun  declined  the  invitation,  and  kept  his  forces  and  from 

advan-  thence  to 
. __  _  Silcfia. 


ner,  the  better  to  remove  the 
bad  effecls  of  the   confufion 
that  prevailed,  a,nd  in  prder 
to  infpirit  the  troops  to^hqir 
utmort  exertioo.  by  his  voice, 
prefence,  and  example.    Even 
when   dangeroufly  wounded, 
at  eight  in  the  morning,  he 
refufed  to  quit  the  field  ;  but 
.continued  to  (ignalize  himfelf 
in  the   midft  of  the  carnage 
until  nine,  when  he  received 
a  fecond   (hot   in  his  breaft, 
and  fell   fpeechlefs   into  the 
arms  of  Mr.  Tibay,  an  Eng- 
lifh  volunteer,  who  had    at- 
tended him  during  the  whole 
campaign.     This  gentleman, 
who  was    likewife    wounded, 
applied  to  a  Pruffian  officer 
ibr  a  file  of  men  to  remove 
the  marechal,  being  uncertain 
whether  he  was   intirely  de- 
prived of  life.      His   requeft 
was  granted;  but  the  foldiers, 
in  advancing  to  the  fpot,  were 
.countermanded  by  another  of- 
ficer.    He   afterwards  fpoke 
on  the  fame  fubjecl  to  one  of 
the  Prullian  generals,  a  Ger 
man  prince,  as  he  chanced  to 
pafs  on  horfeback  :  when  Mr. 
Tibay    told    him    the    field- 
marechal  was  lying*wounded 
on  the  field,  he  afked  if  his 
wounds  were  mortal ;  and  the 
other  anfwering  he  was  afraid 
they  were,  the  prince  flirugged 
«p  his  fhoulders,  and  rode  off 


without  further  queftion.  The 
body  of  this  great  officer,  be- 
.ing  thus  (hamefully  abandon- 
ed, was  foon  dripped  by  the 
^uftrian  ftragglers,  and   lay 
expofed  and   undiftinguifhed 
on  the  field  of  battle.    In  this 
fituation  ,it  was  perceived  by 
count  Lafci,  .fon.pf  the  gene- 
.ral  of  that  name,  with  whom 
marechal  Keith  had  ferved  in 
Ruffia.      This  young   count 
had  been  the  marechal's  pu- 
pil, and  revered  him  as  his 
military  father,  though  em- 
ployed in  the  Auftrian  fervice. 
He  recognized   the   body  by 
the  large  fear  of  a  dangerous 
wound,   which  general  Keith 
had  received   in   his  thigh  at 
the  fiege  of  Ockzacow,  and 
could  not  help  burfting  into 
tears  to  fee  his  honoured  maf- 
ter  thus  extended  at  his  feet, 
a  naked,  lifelefs,  and  deferted 
coarf*?.     He  forthwith  caufcd 
the  body  to  be  covered,  'and 
interred.     It  was    afterwards 
taken  up,  and  decently  burie-d 
by  the   curate    of  Hochkir- 
chen  ;  and,   finally,  removed 
to  Berlin  by  order  of  the  king 
of  Prufiia,  who  beftowed  upon 
it  thofe  funeral  honours  that 
were  due  to  the  dignified  rank 
and  tranfcendent  merit  of  the 
deceafed  ;   mcrir  fo  univerfal- 
ly  acknowledged,    that   even 
the  Saxons  lamented  him  as 
4  their 
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An.  1758.   advantageoufly  polled  on  eminences  planted  with 

f  artillery.  His  aim  having  been  fruftrated  at  Hoch- 
kirchen,  where  he  fought  with  many  advantages 
on  his  fide,  he  would  not  hazard  another  battle  upon 
equal  terms,  with  fuch  an  enterprifing  enemy,  ren- 
dered more  vigilant  by  the  check  he  had  received, 
already  reinforced  from  the  army  of  prince  Henry, 
and  eager  for  an  opportunity  to  retrieve  the  laurel 
which  had  been  fnatched  from  him  by  the  wiles  of 
ftratagem,  rather  than  by  the  hand  of  valour. 
Count  Daun  having  nothing  more  to  hope  from  the 
active  operations  of  his  own  army,  contented  him- 
felf  with  amufing  the  PrufTian  monarch  in  Lufatia, 
while  the  Auilrian  generals,  Harfche  and  De  Ville, 
fhould  profecute  the  reduction  of  Neifs  and  Cofel 
in  Silefia,  which  they  now  actually  inverted. 
As  the  PrufTian  monarch  could  not  fpare  detach- 
ments to  oppofe  every  different  corps  of  his  ene- 
mies that  acted  againil  him  in  different  parts  of  his 
dominions,  he  refolved  to  make  up  in  activity  what 
he  wanted  in  number,  and  if  pofTible  to  raife  the 
fiege  of  Neifs  in  perfon.  With  this  view  he  decamp- 
ed from  Dobrefchutz,  and  in  fight  of  the  enemy 
marched  to  Gorlitz,  without  the  leail  interruption. 
From  thence  he  proceeded  towards  Silefia  with  his. 
ufual  expedition,  notwithftanding  all  the  endea- 
vours and  activity  of  general  Laudohn,  who  liar-- 
raffed  the  rear  of  the  PrufTians,  and  gained  over 
them  fome  petty  advantages. 


their  beft  friend  and  patron,  he  aftcd  a  principal  part  in 
who  protected  them  from  vio-  fubje&ing  them  to  the  domi- 
lence  and  outrage,  even  while  nion  of  his  foverejgn. 
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Count  Daun  not  only  fent  this  detached  corps  to   An- 
retard  them  in  their  march,  but  at  the  fame  time 
by  another  route  detached  a  ftrong  reinforcement 
to  the  army  of  the  befiegers.     Jn  the  mean  time,   to  Dref- 
having  received   intelligence   that    the   army   of  de«» 
prince  Henry  in  Saxony  was  confiderably  weak- 
ened, he  himfelf  marched  thither  in  hope  of  ex- 
pelling the  prince  from  that  country,  and  reducing 
the  capital  in  the  king's  abfence.     Indeed,  his  de- 
fign  was  flill  more  extenfive  •,  for  he  propofed  to 
reduce  Drefden,  Leipfic,  and  Torgau  at  the  fame 
time  •,  the  firft  with  the  main  body  under  his  own 
direction  ;  the  fecond  by  the  army  of  the  Empire 
under  the  prince  de  Deux  Fonts  j  and  the  third  by 
a  corps  under  general  Haddick ;  v/hile  the  forces 
dire6ted  by  Laudohn  fhould  exclude  the  king  from 
Lufatia.     In  execution  of  this  plan,  he  marched 
directly  to  the  Elbe,  which  he  patted  at  Pirna,  and 
Advanced  to  Drefden,  which  he  hoped  would  fur- 
render  without  putting  him  to  the  trouble  of  a 
formal  fiege.     The  army  of  prince  Henry  had  al- 
ready retired  to  the  weftward  of  this  capital,  before 
the  prince  de-  Deux  Fonts,  who  had  found  means 
to   cut  off  his   communication  with  Leipfic,  and 
even  inverted  that  city.     During  thefe  tranfactions, 
general  Haddick  advanced  againfl  Torgau. 

The  field-marfhal  count  Daun  appearing  on  the 
fixth  day  of  November  within  fight  of  Drefden,  at   vernor*' 
the  head  of  fixty  thoufand  men,  encamped  next  of  that 
day  at  Lockowitz,    and   on  the  eighth  his   ad-   citx» 
vanced  troops  attacked  the  Pruffian  huiTars  and  in- 
dependent  battalions,  which  were  polled  at  Striefien 
and   Gruenewiefe.    Count  Schmettau,   who  com- 
manded the  garrifcn,  amounting  to  ten  thoufand 

men, 
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J>.  1758,   men,  apprehenfive  that,  in  the  courfe  of  fkirmifh- 
ing,  the  Auftrian  troops  might  enter  the  fuburbs 
pellmell,  ported  colonel  Itzenplitz  with  feven  hun- 
dred men  in  the  redoubts  that  furrounded  the  fub- 
urbs, that  in  cafe  of  emergency  they  mould  fup- 
port  the  irregulars:  at  the  fame  time,  as  the  houfes 
that  constituted  the  fuburbs  were  generally  fo  high 
as   to  overlook  the  ramparts  and  command  the 
city,  he  prepared  combustibles,  and  gave  notice 
to  the  magistrates,  that  they  would  be  fet  on  fire 
as  foon  as  an  Auftrian  mould  appear  within  the 
place.     This  muft  have  been  a  dreadful  declaration 
to  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  fuburbs,  which  compofe 
one  of  the  moil  elegant  towns  in  Europe.  In  thefe 
houfes,  which  were  generally  lofty  and  magnifi- 
cent, the  fafhionable  and  wealthy  clafs  of  people 
refided  ;  and  here  a  number  of  artifts  carried  on  a 
variety  of  curious  manufactures.     In  vain  the  ma- 
giflrates  implored  the  mercy  and  forbearance  of 
the  Pruffian  governor,    and   reprefented  in    the 
moft  fubmiflive  ftra'.n,  that  as  they  were  uncon- 
cerned in  the  war,  they  hoped  they  mould  be  ex- 
empted from  the  horrors  of  devastation.    In  vain 
the  royal  family,  who  remained  atDrefden,conjurecJ 
him  to  fpare  that  laft  refuge  of  diftrerTed  royalty, 
and  allow  them  at  leaft  a  fecure  residence,  fince 
they  were  deprived  of  every  other  comfort.     He 
continued  inflexible,  or  rather  determined  to  exe- 
cute the  orders  of  his  matter,  which  indeed  he 
could  not  difobey  with   any  regard   to  his  own 
fafety.     On  the   ninth  day  of  November,  about 
noon,    the  Auftrian  vanguard   attacked  the  ad- 
vanced poft  of  the  garrifon,  repelled  the  huffars, 
drove  the  independent  battalions  into  the  fuburbs, 

and 
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and  forced  three  of  the  redoubts,  while  their  can-  An-  *7 
non  played  upon  the  town.  The  governor  ex- 
pelting  a  vigorous  attack  next  day,  recalled  his 
troops  within  the  city,  after  they  had  let  fire  to 
the  fuburbs.  At  three  in  the  morning  the  fignal 
was  made  for  this  terrible  conflagration,  which  in 
a  little  time  reduced  to  afhes  the  beautiful  fuburbs 
of  Pirna,  which  had  fo  lately  flourifhed  as  the  feat 
of  gaiety,  plealure,  and  the  ingenious  arts. 

Every  boiom,  warmed  with  benevolence,   muft  Reflec- 
be  affected  at  the  recital  of  fuch  calamities.     It   ti(?ns  Ofl 
excites  noc  only  our  companion  for  the  unhappy   ("*cm 
fuh\  rtrs  •,  but  aifo  our  refentment  againft  the  per- 
petrators  of  fuch  enormity.     Next  day  marechal 
Daun  fen:  an  officer  to  count  Schmettau,  with*  a 
meflage  exprefling  his  furpnze  at  the  deftruction 
of  the  fuburbs  in  a  royal  refidence,  an  act  of  in- 
humanity  unheard  of  among  Chriftians.     He  de- 
fired  to  know  if  it  was   by  the  governor's  order 
this  mealure  was  taken;  and  affured  him,  that  he 
fhould  be  refponfible,  in  his  perfon,  for  whatever 
outrages  had  been  or  might  be  committed  againft 
a  place  in  which  a  royal  family  refided.  Schmettau 
gave  him  to  underftand,  that  he  had  orders  to  de- 
fend the  town  to  the  laft  extremity,  and  that  the 
prefervation  of  what  remained  depended  entirely 
on  the  conduct  of  his  excellency  ;  for,  mould  he 
think  proper  to  attack  the  place,  he  (the  gover- 
nor) would  defend  himfelf  from  honie  to  houfe, 
and  from  ftrert  to  ftreet,  and  even  make  his  laft 
effort  in  the  royal  palace,  rather  than  abandon  the 
city.     He  excufed  the  deftruction  of  jhe  fuburbs 
as  a  neceflary  meafure,  authorized  by  the  practice 
pf  war  y  but  he  would  have  found  it  a  difficult 

talk 
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^-njJ5-  talk  to  reconcile  this  ftep  to  the  laws  of  eternal 
juftke,  and  far  lets  to  the  dictates  of  common  hu- 
danrty.  Indeed,  if  the  ibefije  had  happened  in  an 
enemy's  cooctry,  or  it  no  other  ftep  could  have 
fared  the  li^es  and  Mbcnks  of  himJeif  and  his  gar- 
rifeo,  foch  *  dcipcnte  remedy  might  have  itood 
GDOttedby  the  law  of  nature  and  of  nations:  but 
on  this  occafioa  he  occupied  a  neutral  city,  over 
which  he  could  eaetcife  no  other  power  and  au- 
thority  but  that  which  he  derived  from  illegal  force 
and  violence  i  nor  pras  he  st  all  reduced  to  the  ce- 
crfihy  of  fecrificrjig  the  place  to  his  own  iafety,  in 
as  much  as  he  might  hare  retired  unmoleftcd,  by 

he  (fid  not  demand.  Whether  the  peremptory 
older  of  a  lupoioi  wiQ,  in  foro  ronJcimriaE,  jufiiry 
2a  o£cer  who  hath  commhied  an  illegal  or  iahu- 

~  ^ "    *LJ~    J    "~  ^I      ~*     ""  r  —  _  ~  ~ 

latioo  ofa  German 

fiffy  thoidand  armed 

-    ^-  jgt MI 

Be  this  as  k  wul,  Mr.  Pookkau,  the  Sazon  mi- 
after  this  tragedy  was  aded, 
."-  £   rr~  ^_~rrs  "  r  •—  "i  r  r .    nrc-'rric  — 
a  mginoiLd  ID  the  dyet  of  the  Empire,  complain- 
n^  of  it  as  an  artioo  referred  for  the  hiftory  of 
the  war,  which  the  king  cf  Pruffia  had  kindled  in 
iTf iiimiy.  to  be  f rapiii**?!*^"  to  jutorc  ases.     He 

c^*SdnDet£2u*s  orders, 


t he  tekBcrs  h2d  difp^iicd  tkcuiiclvcs  in  the  ftreeu 
of  the  Pima  and  Wkchen  fuborbs,  broke  open  the 
bodes  aad  Ihops,  fa  fire  to  the  corobuftibks, 
added  fre&  fbd,  and  then  (hot  the  doors;  that  the 
was  kept  up  by  red-hot  balls 
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fired  into  the  hoots,  and  along  die  ftroets;  dm  Am. 
tne  wretched  y^pjHff****^  who  foriook  their  born- 
ing  hottfcS;  we  re  darn  by  the  fire  of  the  caonoa  and 
fmall  arms  -,  diat  thofe  who  endeavoured  tt>  fare 
their  perfons  and  cffefts,  were  poibed  down  and 
deftroy  ed  by  the  bayonets  of  die  Piuflun  tifcliii, 
pofted  in  die  facets  for  doc  pmpofe  :  he  emane- 
rated  particular  inftacces  of  InHtnuir  barbarity, 
and  cicdared  that  a  great  number  of  people  pe- 
riihed,  ekher  amidft  the^aoies,  or  under  dbe  fMs 
of  the  houies.  The  ceftnaoion  of  two  hnadred 
and  fifty  ekgint  houfes,  and  die  total  nan  of  the 
inhabitants,  were  circumftances  in  thuu£lfu,  fo  de- 
pk>rable,  as  to  need  no  aggrzranoa:  but  tte  ac- 
count of  die  Saxon  ttrifiiBri  was  fhamefbflr  exag- 
gerated, and  aO  die  panicnhr  ttrflinrrs  of  cracky 
iatfe  in  every  diaiuiflancc. 

Biron  Flocho,  the  minifter  of  Brandenbcrg,  t5d 
not  fail  to  acfwer  every  amde  of  dK  Sazoo  me- 
:~  i  :t:.  :t  :.-.r  r:*:  :_..-;  :-.t-:  .-  i  '. 
i.:i   .  -_:  \r.-:  .:i:ti  :  ;•- 

die  hands  of  the  rmgiflnics,  judges,  and  princi- 
pal inhabitants  of  Drcfiieii.  The  moft:  extraonS- 
nary  part  of  this  defence  or  visdkatSoa  was  the 
conduSon.  in  which  the  baroofblcmzdyafiareddic 
cyet  diat  the  king  cf  Pruffia,  fixjm  his  great  lotr 
to  mankind,  ZIWZTS  fck  the  gteaicil  eanooon  of 
:  .:'..  :-  :  :~-  -.--•:.  "::  -  :•:--.  ::  :M  :  -_  "  - 
of  blood,  thederaftadoo  of  cities  and  cCTifitiir% 
and  the  horrors  of  WIT,  by  which  ib  nw^y 


frlbw-creamres  wet  overwheimcd  ;  aad  diat  if  his 
fincere  ar.d  honeft  incLnaroo  to  prorure  peace  to 
Germany,  his  dear  country,  had  met  wich  the  ieaft 
regard,  ihe  prdeotwar,  z^ezxkd  w.th  fijcb  bkndU 
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fhed  and  defolation,   would  have  been  prevented 
and  avoided.     He  therefore  declared,  that  thofe 
who  excited  the  prefent  troubles,  who,  inftead  of 
cxtinguifhing,  threw  oil  upon  the  flames,  muft  an- 
fwer  to  God  for  the  feas  of  blood  that  had  been,  and 
would  be  fhed,  for  the  devaftation  of  fo  many 
countries,  and  the  entire  ruin  of  fo  many  innocent 
individuals.     Such    declarations  coft    nothing   to 
thofe  hardened  politicians,    who,   feeling  no  in- 
ternal check,  are  determined  to  facrifice  every  cbn- 
fideration  to  the  motives  of  rapacity  and  ambition. 
It  would  be  happy  however  for   mankind,   were 
princes  taught  to  believe  that  there  is  really  an 
omnipotent  and  all-judging  Power,  that  will  exact 
a  fevere  account  of  their  conduct*  and  punifh  them 
for  their  guilt,  without  any  refpeet  to  their  perfons ; 
that  pillaging  a  whole  people  is  more  cruel  than 
robbing  a  fmgle  perfon ;  and  that  the  mafifacre  of 
thoufands  is,  atleaft,  as  criminal  as  private  murder. 
While  count  Daun  was  employed  in  making  a 
fruitlefs  attempt  upon  the  capital  of  Saxony,    the 
king  of  Pruffia  proceeded  in  his  march  to  Neifs, 
which  was  completely  inveiled  on  the  third  day  of 
October.     The  operations  of  the  ftege  were  car- 
ried on  with  great  vigour  by  the  Aiiftrian  general 
de  Harfche,  and  the  place  was  as  vigorously  de- 
fended by  the  Prufiian  governour  Thefkaw  till  the 
firfl  day  of  November,  when  the  Pruffian  monarch 
approached  and  obliged  the  befiegers  to  abandon 
their  enterprize.   Mr.  de  Harfche  having  raifed  the 
fiege,  the  king  detached  general  Fouquet  with  a 
body  of  troops  acrols  the  river  Neifs,  and  imme- 
diately the  blockade  of  Cofel  was  likcwife  aban-. 
cloned.     De  Harfch  retired  to  Bohemia,  and  De 

Ville 
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Ville  hovered  about  Jagernfdorf.  The  fortrefs  of  An.  175!. 
Neifswas  nofooner  relieved  than  the  king  of  Prufiia 
began  his  march  on  his  return  to  Saxony,  where 
his  immediate  prefcnce  was  required.  At  the  fame 
time  the  two  bodies  under  the  generals  Dchna 
and  Wedel  penetrated  by  different  routes  into  that 
country.  The  former  had  been  left  at  Cuftrin  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  Ruffians,  who  had  by 
this  time  retreated  to  the  Viftula,  and  even  crofted 
that  river  at  Thorn  •,  the  Bother  had  during  the 
campaign  obferved  the  Swedes,  who  had  now  en- 
tirely evacuated  the  Pruffian  territories-,  fo  that 
Wedel  was  at  liberty  to  co-operate  with  the  king  in 
Saxony.  Pie  accordingly  marched  to  Torgau,  the 
fiege  of  which  had  been  undertaken  by  the  Au- 
ftnan  general  Haddick,  who  was  repulfed  by  We- 
del, and  even  purfued  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Eulenbourg.  Wedtl,  being  afterwards  joined  by 
Dohna,  drove  him  from  thence  with  confiderablc 
lois  •,  and  then  raifed  the  fiege  of  Leipfic.  Mean 
while  the  king  profecuted  his  march  towards  the 
capital  of  Saxony,  driving  before  him  the  body  of 
Auftrian  troops  under  Laudohn,  who  retreated  to 
Zittau.  On  the  tenth  day  of  November  count 
Daun  retired  from  Drefden,  and  with  the  army  of 
the  empire  fell  back  towards  Bohemia  ;  and  on  the 
twentieth  the  king  arrived  in  that  city,  where  he 
approved  of  the  governor's  conduct. 

The  Ruffian  general,  forefeeing  that  he  fhould  TheRuf- 
not  be  able  to  maintain  his  ground  during   the  ^"s  ™lf~ 
winter  in  Pomerania,  unlefs  he  could  lecure  fome   their  at- 
fea-port  on  the  Baltlck,  by  which  he  might  be  tack  upon 
fupplied  with  provifions,   detached  general  Palm-  Colber&- 
bach  with  fifteen  thoufand  men  to  befiege  the 

town 
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An.  1758.  town  of  Colberg,  an  inconfiderable  place,  very 
meanly  fortified.  It  was  accordingly  invefted  or* 
the  third  day  of  October  •,  but  the  befiegers  were 
either  fo  ill  provided  with  proper  implements,  or 
fo  little  acquainted  with  operations  of  this  nature, 
that  the  garriibn,  though  feeble,  maintained  the 
place  again  ft  all  their  attacks  for  fix  and  twenty 
days  •,  at  the  expiration  of  which  they  abandoned 
their  enterprize,  and  cruelly  ravaged  the  open 
country  in  their  retreat.  Thus,  by  the  activity  and 
valour  of  the  PrufTian  monarch,  his  generals  and 
officers,  fix  fieges  were  raifed  almoft  at  the  fame 
period,  namely,  thofe  of  Colberg,  Neifs,  Gofel, 
Torgau,  Leipfic,  and  Drefden. 

Recapitu-  The  variety  of  fortuntTwhich  the  king  of  PrufTia 
the  events  experienced  in  the  courfe  of  this  campaign  was 
of  this  very  remarkable ;  but  the  fpirit  of  his  conduct, 
and  the  rapidity  of  his  motions,  were  altogether 
without  example.  In  the  former  campaign  we 
were  dazzled  with  the  luftre  of  his  victories  ;  in 
this  we  admire  his  fortitude  and  fkill  in  flemming 
the  different  torrents  of  adverfity,  and  rifing  fu- 
perior  to  his  evil  fortune.  One  can  hardly  without 
aftonifhment  recollect,  that  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
months  he  invaded  Moravia,  invefted  Olmutz, 
was  obliged  to  relinquifh  that  defign  -,  marched 
through  an  enemy's  country,  in  the  face  of  a  great 
army,  which,  though  it  harrafled  him  in  his  re- 
treat, could  not,  in  a  route  of  an  hundred  miles, 
obtain  any  advantage  over  him  ;  that,  in  ipite  of 
his  difafter  at  Olmutz,  and  the  difficulties  of  fucha 
march,  he  penetrated  into  Bohemia,  drove  the 
enemy  from  Koningfgratz,  executed  another  dan- 
gerous and  fatigukig  march  to  the  Oder,  defeated 

a  great 
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a  great  army  of  Ruffians,  returned  by  the  way  An-  ^s8* 
of  Saxony,  from  whence  he  drove  the  Auftrian 
and  Imperial  armies;  that  after  his  defeat  at 
Hochkirchen,  where  he  loft  two  of  his  beft  generals, 
and  was  obliged  to  leave  his  tents  Handing,  he 
baffled  the  vigilance  and  fuperior  number  of  the 
victorious  army,  rufhed  like  a  whirlwind  to  the 
relief  of  Silefia,  invaded  by  an  Auftrian  army, 
which  he  compelled  to  retire  with  precipitation 
from  that  province ;  that,  with  the  fame  rapidity 
of  motion,  he  wheeled  about  to  Saxony,  and  once 
more  refcued  it  from  the  Jiands  of  his  adverlarks  ; 
that  in  one  campaign  he  made  twice  the  circuit  of 
his  dominions,  relieved,  them  all  in  their  turns, 
and  kept  all  his  pofTefilons  entire  againft  the  united 
efforts  of  numerous  armies,  conducted  by  generals 
of  confummate  (kill  and  undaunted  refolution. 

His  character  would  have  btren  itill  more  com-  The  inlu- 
plete,  if  his  moderation  had  been  equal  to  his  Sawm*  Ot 
courage ;  but  in  this  particular  we  cannot  applaud  grievoufl/ 
his  conduct.     Incenfed  by  the  perfecuting  fpirit  of  °PPreffcd< 
his  enemies,   he  wreaked  his  vengeance  on  thofe 
who  had  done  him  no  injury  •,  and  the  cruelties 
which  the  Ruffians  had  committed  in  his  domi- 
nions, were  retaliated  upon  the  unfortunate  inha- 
bitants of  Saxony.   In  the  latter  end  of  September, 
the  prefident  of  the  Pruffian  military  directory  fent 
a  letter  to  the  magiftrates  of  Leipfic,  requiring 
them  in  the  king's  name  to  pay  a  new  contribu- 
tion of  fix  hundred  thoutand  crowns,  and  to  begin 
immediately  with  the  payment  of  one  third  part, 
on  pain  of  military  execution.     In  anfwer  to  this 
demand  the   magiftrates  repref/nted  that  the  city 
having  been  exhaufted  by  the  enormous  contribu- 

Numb.  1 8,  A  a  tions 
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An.  1758.  tions  already  raifed  was  abfolutely  incapable  of 
furnifhing  further  fupplies  :  that  the  trade  was 
ftagnatfd  and  ruined,  and  the  inhabitants  fo  im- 
poverifhed,  that  they  could  no  longer  pay  the  or- 
dinary taxes.  This  remonftrance  made  no  impref- 
fron.  At  five  in  the  morning,  the  Pruflian  foldiers 
affembled,  and  were  pofted  in  all  the  ftreets, 
fquares,  market-places,  cemeteries,  towers,  and 
fteeples  :  then  the  gates  being  fhut,  in  order  to 
exclude  the  populace  of  the  fuburbs  from  the  city, 
the  fenators  were  brought  into  the  town-hall,  and 
accofted  by  general  Haufs,  who  told  them  the 
king  his  matter  would  have  money,  and  if  they 
refufed  to  part  with  it,  the  city  mould  be  plun- 
dered. To  this  peremptory  addrefs,  they  replied 
to  this  effect:  "  We  have  no  more  money-— we 
"  have  nothing  left  but  life ;  and  we  recommend 
"  ourfelves  to  the  king's  mercy."  In  confequence 
of  this  declaration,  difpofitions  were  made  for  giv- 
ing up  the  city  to  be  plundered.  Cannon  were 
planted  in  all  the  ftreets  •,  the  inhabitants  were  or- 
dered to  remain  within  doors,  and  every  houfe  re- 
founded  with  difmal  cries  and  lamentation.  The 
dreaded  pillage,  however,  was  converted  into  a 
regular  exaction.  A  party  of  foldiers,  commanded 
by  a  fubaltern,  went  from  houfe  to  houfe,  figni- 
fying  to  every  burgher  that  he  fhould  produce  all 
his  fpecie  on  pain  of  immediate  pillage  and  maf- 
iacre  *,  and  every  inhabitant  delivered  up  his  all 
without  further  hefitation.  About  fix  in  the  even- 
ing, the  foldiers  returned  to  their  quarters ;  but  the 
magiftrates  were  detained  in  confinement,  and  all 
the  citizens  were  overwhelmed  with  grief  and  con- 

flerna- 
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fternation.    Happy  Britain,  who  knoweft  fuch  grie-  ^n-  i7$9- 
vances  only  by  report  ! 

When  the  king  of  Pruflia  firfl  entered  Saxony;  King  of 

at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  he  declared  he  had  no  j/~j    >s 

defign  to  make  a  conqueft  of  that  electorate,  but  tl-on  wjtj, 

only  to  keep  it  as  a  depofitum  for  the  fecurity  of  refpeft  to 

his  own  dominions,   until  he  could  oblige  his  ene-  ,  thatelec* 

.   r  r       \  i  r  torate. 

mies  to  acquiefce  in  reafonable  terms  of  peace  :  but 

upon  his  lafl  arrival  at  Drefden,  he  adopted  a  new 
refolution.     In  the  beginning  of  December,    the 
PrufTian  directory  of  war  ififued  a  decree  to  the  de- 
puties of  the  ftates  of  the  electorate,  demanding  at 
certain  quantity  of  flour  and  forage,  according  to 
the  convention  formerly  fettled  •,  at  the  fame  time 
fignifying  that  though  the  king  of  Pruffia  had  hi- 
therto treated  the   electorate  as  a  country  taken 
under  his  fpecial  protection,  the  face  of  affairs  was 
now  changed  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  for  the  future 
he  would  confider  it  in  no  other  light  than  that  of 
a  conquered  country.     The  Ruffians  had  feized  irt 
Pruflia  all  the  eftates  and  effects  belonging  to  the 
king's  officers :   a  retaliation  was  now  made  upon 
the  effects  of  the  Saxon  officers  who  ferved  in  the 
Ruffian  army.     Seals  \Vere  put  on  all  the  cabinets 
containing  papers  belonging  to  the  privy  counfel- 
lors  of  his  Polifh  majefty,  and  they  themfelves  or- 
dered to  depart  for  Wariaw  at  a  very  fhort  warn- 
ing.    Though  the  city  had  been  impoverifhed  by 
former  exactions,  and  very  lately  fubjected  to  mi- 
litary execution,  the  king  of  Pruflia   demanded 
frefli  contributions,   and  even  extorted  them    by 
dint  of  ieverities  that  mock  humanity.     He  fur- 
rounded  the  exchange  with  foldiers,  and  confining 
the  merchants  to  draw-beds  and  naked  apartments, 
A  a  2  obliged 
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An.  1758,  obliged  them  to  draw  bills  for  very  large  fums  on 
their  foreign  correfpondents :  a  method  of  proceed- 
ing much  more  fuitable  to  the  defpotifm  of  a  Per- 
fian  fophi  towards  a  conquered  people  who  pro- 
fefied  a  different  faith,  than  reconcilable  to  the 
character  of  a  proteftant  prince  towards  a  peaceable 
nation  of  brethren,  with  whom  he  was  connected 
by  the  common  ties  of  neighbourhood  and  religion* 
Even  if  they  had  acted  as  declared  enemies,  and 
been  fubdued  with  arms  in  their  hands,  the  ex- 
cefles  of  war  on  the  fide  of  the  conqueror,  ought 
to  have  ceafed  with  the  hostilities  of  the  conquered,. 
who,  by  fubmitting  to  his  fway,  would  have  be- 
come his  fubjects,  and  in  that  capacity  had  a  claim 
to  his  protection.  To  retaliate  upon  the  Saxons, 
who  had  efpoufed  no  quarrel,  the  barbarities  com- 
mitted by  the  Ruffians,  with  whom  he  was  actually 
at  war,  and  to  treat  as  a  conquered  province,*  a 
neutral  country  which  his  enemies  had  entered  by 
violence,  and  been  obliged  to  evacuate  by  force  of 
arms,  was  a  fpecies  of  conduct  founded  on  pre- 
tences which  overturn  all  right,  and  confound  alt 
realbn. 

Frogrefs  Having  recorded  all  the  tranfactions  of  the  cam- 
ef  the  ^  paign,  except  thofe  in  which  the  Swedes  were  con- 
cern€C^' lt  now  remams  that^we  fliould  particularize 
the  progrefs  which  was  made  in  Pomerania  by  the 
troops  of  that  nation  under  the  command  of  count 
Hamilton.  We  have  already  obierved  that  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year,  the  Prufilan  general  Lehwakl 
had  compelled  them  to  evacuate  the  whole  pro- 
vince, except  Stralfund,  which  was  likewiie  in- 
vefted.  This,  in  all  probability,  would  have  been 
befieged  in  form,  had  not  Lehwald  refigned  the 

com- 
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mand  of  the  Prufiians,  on  account  of  his  great  age  An.  i7$l 
and  infirmities,  and  his  fuccefibr  count  Dohna 
been  obliged  to  withdraw  his  troops,  in  6rder  to 
oppofe  the  Ruffian  army  on  the  other  fide  of  Po- 
merania.  The  blockade  of  Stralfund  being  confe- 
quently  raifed,  and  that  part  of  the  country  entirely 
evacuated  by  the  PrufTians,  the  Swedifh  troops  ad- 
vanced again  from  the  ifle  of  Rugen  to  which  they 
had  retired :  but  the  fupplies  and  reinforcements 
they  expected  from  Stockholm  were  delayed  in  fuch 
a  manner,  either  from  a  deficiency  in  the  fubfidies 
promiied  by  France,  orfrom  the  management  of  thofe 
that  were  averfe  to  the  war,  that  great  part  of  the  fea- 
fon  was  elapfed  before  they  undertook  any  impor- 
tant enterprize.  Indeed,  while  they  lay  encamped 
under  the  cannon  of  Stralfund  waiting  for  thefe 
fupplies,  their  operations  were  retarded  by  the  ex- 
ploiionof  a  whole  fhip  load  of  gun -powder  intended 
for  their  ufe ;  an  event  imputed  to  the  practices 
of  the  Pruffian  party  'in  Sweden,  which,  at  this 
period,  feemed  to  gain  ground,  and  even  threa- 
tened a  change  in  the  miniftry.  At  length  the  re- 
inforcement arrived  about  the  latter  end  of  June, 
and  their  general  ieemed  determined  to  act  with 
vigour. 

In  the  beginning  of  July,  his  army  being  put  They  re- 
in motion,   he  fent  a  detachment  to  diflodge  the  treat  to 
few  Pruffian   troops  that  were  left   at   Anclam,  ' 
Demmin,  and  other  places,  to  guard  that  frontier ; 
and  they  retreated  accordingly.     Count  Hamilton 
having  nothing  further  to  oppofe  him  in  the  field, 
in  a  very  little  time  recovered  all  SwediQi  Pomera- 
nia,  and  even  made  hot  incurfions  into  the  Pruf- 
"fian  territories,     Mean  while,  a  combined  fleet  of 
A  a  3  thirty- 
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An.  1758.  thirty-three  Ruffian  and  feven  Swedim  fhips  of  wap 
appeared  in  the  Baltic,  and  anchored  between  the 
iilands  of  Dragoe  and  Amagh ;  but  they  neither 
landed  troops,  nor  committed  hoflilities.  The 
Swedifh  general  advanced  as  far  as  Fehrbellin,  fent 
out  parties  that  raifed  contributions  within  five  and 
twenty  miles  of  Berlin,  and  threw  the  inhabitants 
of  that  capital  into  the  utmoft  confirmation.  The 
king  of  Prufiia  alarmed  at  their  progrefs,  difpatched 
general  Wedel  from  Drefden,  with  a  body  of  troops 
that  were  augmented  on  the  march ;  fo  that  on 
the  twentieth  of  September,  he  found  himfelf  at 
Berlin  with  eleven  thoufand  effective  men,  at  the 
head  of  whom  he  proceeded  again  ft  count  Ha- 
milton, while  the  prince  of  Bevern  with  five  thou- 
fand advanced  on  the  other  fide  from  Stetin.  At 
their  approach,  the  Swedifh  commander  retired, 
after  having  left  a  garriibn  of  fourteen  hundred 
men  at  Fehrbellen,  in  order  to  retard  the  Prufiians, 
and  fecure  the  retreat  of  his  army.  The  place  was 
immediately  attacked  by  general  Wedel ;  and  tho* 
the  Swedes  difputed  the  ground  from  houle  to 
houfe  with  uncommon  obftinacy,  he  at  laft  drove 
them  out  of  the  town,  with  the  lofs  of  one  half  of 
their  number  either  killed  or  taken  prifoners.  The 
body  of  the  Swediih  army,  without  hazarding  any 
other  action,  immediately  evacuated  the  Pruffian 
territories,  and  returned  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Stralfund,  intending  to  take  winter- quarters  in  the 
iile  of  Rugen.  Count  Hamilton,  either  difgufted 
at  the  reftrictions  he  had  been  laid  under,  or  find- 
ing himfelf  unable  to  act  in  fuch  a  manner  as  might 
redound  to  the  advantage  of  his  reputation,  threw 
up  his  command,  retired  from  the  army,  and  re- 
all  his  other  employments. 
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The  king  of  Pruflia  was  not  only  favoured  by    An.  ,1758; 
a  confiderable  party  in  Sweden,  but  he  had  allb  Proceed- 
raifed  a  ftrong  intereft  in  Poland,  among  fuch  Pa-   in£s  in 

latines   as  had   always   oppoied    the   meafures   of      *  / et 
i         ••/••,  r  ,   of  Poland, 

the  reigning  family.    Thefe  were  now  reinforced 

by  many  patriots,  who  dreaded  the  vicinity,  and 
fufpedted  the  defigns  of  the  Ruffian  army.  The 
dyet  ot  the  republic  was  opened  on  the  iejcond  day 
of  November,  and,  after  warm  debates,  M.  Ma- 
lachowlki  was  unanirnoufly  eleded  marechal  :  but 
no  fooner  had  the  chamber  of  nuncios  begun  their 
deliberations,  than  a  number  of  voices  were  railed 
againft  the  encroachment  of  the  Ruffian  troops, 
who  had  taken  up  their  refidence  in  Poland  ;  and 
heavy  complaints  were  made  of  the  damages  fuf- 
tained  from  their  cruelty  and  rapine.  Great  pains 
were  taken  to  appeafe  thefe  clamours  -,  and  many 
were  prevailed  upon  to  refer  thefe  grievances  to 
the  king  in  fenate :  but  when  this  difficulty  feemed 
almoft  furmounted,  Padhorfki,  the  nuncio  of  Vol- 
hinia,  ftood  up,  and  declared,  that  he  would  not 
permit  any  other  point  to  be  difcufTed  in  the  dyet? 
while  the  Ruffians  maintained  the  lead  footing 
within  the  territories  of  the  republic.  Vain  were 
all  the  attempts  of  the  courtiers  to  perfuade  and 
mollify  this  inflexible  patriot.  He  folemnly  pro- 
tefted  againft  their  proceedings,  and  haftily  with- 
drew •,  fo  that  the  marechal  was  obliged  to  diflblve 
the  affernbly,  and  recourfe  was  had  to  a  lenatus 
confilium,  to  concert  proper  meafures  to  be  taken 
in  the  prefent  conjuncture. 

The  king  of  Poland  was,  on  this  occafion,  likewife 

dilappointed  in  his  views  of  providing  for  his  fon, 

prince  Charles,  in  the  dutchy  of  Courland,   He  had 

A  a  4  been 
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An.  1758.  been  recommended  by  the  court  of  Ruffia,  and  even 
p  .  approved  by  the  ftates  of  that  country  •,  but  two  dif- 

Charles  of  cultits  occurred.     The  ftates  declared  they  could 
Saxony       not  proceed  to  a  new  ekclion  during  the  life  of 
cleded       tnejr  former  duke,  count  Biron,  who  was  ftill  alive, 
Cour-         though  a  prifoner,  in  Siberia,  unlefs  their  dutchy 
land.          fhould  be  declared  vacant  by  the  king  and  republic 
of  Poland ;  and,  according  to  the  laws  of  that  conn  - 
try,  no   prince  could  be  elected,  until  he  fhould 
have  declared  himfelf  of  the  Augfburgh  confef- 
fion.     His  Polifh  majefty,  Ijowever,  being  deter- 
mined to  furmount  all  obftacles  to  his  fon's  inte- 
reft,  ordered  count  Malachowfki,  high- chancellor 
of  Poland,  to  deliver  to  prince  Charles  a  diploma, 
by  which  the  king  granted  permifllon  to  the  ftates 
of  Courland,  to  elect  that  prince  for  their  duke, 
and  appointed  the  day  for  his  election  and  inftal- 
ment,  which  accordingly  took  place  in  the  month 
of-  January,  notwithftanding  the  clamour  of  many 
Polifh   grandees,  who  perfifted  in  affirming,  that 
the  king  had  no  power  to  grant  iuch  permifllon 
without  the  conient  of  the  dyet, 

Refcript  The  vicifTitudes  of  the  campaign  had  produced 
of  the  no  revolutions  in  the  feveral  fyftems  adopted  by 
Vienna  t^ie  Different  powers  in  Europe.  The  Czarina, 
who,  in  the  month  of  June,  had  fignified  her  fen- 
timents  and  defigns  againft  the  king  of  Pruflla,  in 
a  declaration  delivered  to  all  the  foreign  minifters 
at  Peterfburg,  feemed  now,  more  than  ever,  deter- 
mined to  act  vigoronfly  in  behalf  of  the  Emprefs- 
queen  of  Hungary,  and  the  unfortunate  king  of 
Poland,  who  ftill  refidecl  at  Warfaw.  The  court  of 
Vienna,  diftributed  among  the  Imperial  minifters 
at  the  feveral  courts  of  ,the  empire,  copies  of  a  re- 

fcript, 
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fcript,  explaining  the  conduct  of  her  generals  fince  An.  1758* 
the  beginning  of  the  campaign,  and,  concluding 
with  exprefiions  of  felf  approbation,  to  this  effect. 
"  Though  the  iflueof  the  campaign  be  not  as  yet 
entirely  fatisfa&ory,  and  fuch  as  might  be  de  fired, 
the  Imperial  court  enjoys,  at  leaft,  the  fmcere  fa- 
tisfaftion  of  refledting,  that,  according  to  the  change 
of  circnmftances,  it  inftantly  took  the  mod  vigo- 
rous refolutions  -,  that  it  was  never  deficient  in  any 
thing  that  might  contribute  to  the  good  of  the 
common  caufe,  and  now  employed  in  making  pre- 
parations, from  which  the  mod  happy  confequences 
may  be  expected." 

We  have  already  hinted  at  a  decree  of  the  Aulic   Memorial 

council,  of  the  empire,  pubiifhed  in  the  month  of  totl^e^y- 
A          SL         -   -    •  11    i-     «  c     -     i  11  T         ctofthe 

Auguit,  enjoining  all  directors  of  circles,  all  Im-   empjref 

perial  towns,   and  the  noblefle  of  the  empire,   to   by  the 
tranfmit  to  Vienna  an  exact  lift  of  all  thole  who  had 


ciiibbeyed  the  avocatoria  of  the  empire,  and  adhered  ^.  ™ 
to  the  rebellion  railed  by  the  elector  of  Branden-  nenburg. 
burgh  -,  that  their  revenues  might  be  fequeftred, 
and  themlelves  puniftied  in  their  honours,  perfons, 
and  effects.  As  the  ele&or  of  Hanover  was  plain- 
ly pointed  out,  and,  indeed,  exprefly  mentioned 
in  this  decree,  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
hands  of  baron  Gemmegen,  his  electoral  minifter, 
preiented  a  memorial  to  the  dyet  of  the  empire  in 
the  month  of  November,  enumerating  the  in- 
fbances  in  which  he  had  exerted  himfelf,  and  even 
expoied  his  life,  for  the  prefervation  and  aggran- 
dizement of  the  houfe  of  Auftria.  In  return  for 
thefe  important  fervices,  he  obferved,  that  the  Em- 
prefs-quern  had  refufed  him  the  affiftance  ftipu- 
lated  in  treaties,  againft  an  invafion  planned  by 

France, 
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An.  175$.  France,  whofe  hatred  he  had  drawn  upon  hirrifelf 
by  his  friendfhip  to  that  princefs  ;  and  his  Impe- 
rial majefty  even  denied  him  the  dictatorial  letters 
which  he  foli cited  :  that  the  court  of  Vienna  had 
figned  a  treaty  with  the  crown  of  France,  in  which 
it  was  ftipulated,  that  the  French  troops  fhould 
pafs  the  Wefer,  and  invade  the  electorate  of  Ha- 
nover, where  they  were  joined  by  the  troops  of 
the  Emprefs-queen,  who  ravaged  his  Britannic 
xnajefty's  dominions,  with  greater  cruelty  than  even 
the  French  had  practiied ;  and  the  fame  duke  of 
Cumberland,  who  had  been  wounded  at  Dettin- 
gen  in  the  defence  of  her  Imperial  majefty,  was 
obliged  to  fight  at  Haftenbeck  againft  the  troops 
of  that  very  princefs,  in  defence  of  his  father's  do- 
minions :  that  me  fent  commilTaries  to  Hanover, 
who  fhared  with  the  crown  of  France  thf  contri- 
butions extorted  from  that  electorate  •,  rejected  all 
propofals  of  peace,  and  difmifTed  from  her  court 
the  minifter  of  Brunfwic  Lunenburg :  that  his  Im- 
perial majefty,  who  had  fworn  to  protect  the  em- 
pire, and  oppofe  the  entrance  of  foreign  troops 
deftined  to  opprefs  any  of  the  ftates  of  Germany, 
afterwards  required  the  king  of  England  to  with- 
draw his  troops  from  the  countries  which  they  oc- 
cupied, that  a  French  army  might  again  have  free 
paffage  into  his  German  dominions :  that  the  em- 
peror had  recalled  thefe  troops,  releafed  them  from 
their  allegiance  to  their  fovereign,  enjoined  them 
to  abandon  their  pofts,  their  colours,  and  the.fer- 
yice  in  which  they  were  embarked,  on  pain  of 
being  punifhed  in  body,  honour,  and'eflate  •,  and 
that  the  king  of  England  himfelf,  was  threatened 
with  the  ban  of  the  empire.  He  took  notice,  that, 

in 
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5n  quality  of  elector,  he  had  been  accufed  of  re-  An- 175 
fufing  to  cdncur  with  the  refolutions  of  the  dyec 
taken  in  the  preceding  year,  of  entering  into  alli- 
ance with  the  king  of  Pruflla,  joining  his  troops 
to  the  armies  of  that  prince,  employing  auxiliaries 
belonging  to  the  dates  of  the  empire,  fending 
English  tbrces  intoGermany,  where  they  hadtakjen 
pofil'flion  of  Embden,  and  exacting  contributions 
in  diiiertnt  parts  of  Germany.  In  anfwer  to  thefe 
imputations,  he  alledged,  that  he  could  nor,  con- 
fident with  his  own  fafety,  or  the  dictates  of  com- 
mon fenfe,  concur  with  a  majority,  in  joining  his 
troops,  which  were  immediately  necefiary  for  his 
own  defence,  to  thofe  which,  from  the  arbitrary 
views  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  were  led  againft  • 
his  friend  and  ally  the  king  of  PrufTia,  by  a  prince 
who  d'd  not  belong  to  the  generality  of  the  em- 
pire, and  on  whom  the  command  had  been  confer- 
red, without  a  previous  conclufum  of  the  Germa- 
nic body  ;  that  with  refpect  to  his  alliance  with 
the'  king  of  Pruffia,  he  had  a  right,  when  deierted 
by  his  former  allies,  to  feek  affiftance  wherefoever  it 
could  be  procured  •,  and  fureiy  no  jutl  grounds  of 
complaint  could  be  offered  againit  that  which  his 
Pruillan  majefty  lent,  to  deliver  the  electoral  ilates 
of  Brunfwic,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Bruhfwic-Wol- 
fembuttle,  HelTe,  and  Buckebourg,  from  the  op- 
preffions  of  their  common  enemy.  Pofterity,  he 
laid,  would  hardly  believe,  that  at  a  tTme  when  the 
troops  of  Auftria,  the  Palatinate,  and  Wirtemberg, 
were  engaged  to  invade  the  countries  of  the  empire, 
other  members  of  the  Germanic  body,  who  em- 
ployed auxiliaries  in  their  defence,  mould  be 
threatened  with  outlawry  and  fcqueftration. 

,  He 
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An.  1758.  He  owned,  that,  in  quality  of  king,  he  had  fent 
over  Englifh  troops  to  Germany,  and  taken  poffef- 
fion  of  Embden  j  fteps  for  which  he  was  account- 
able to  no  power  upon  earth,  although  the  confti- 
tutions  of  the  Empire  permit  the  co  eftates  to 
makeufe  of  foreign  troops,  not  indeed  for, the  pur- 
pofe  of  invafion  or  conqueft  in  Germany,  but  for 
their  defence  and  prefervation.  He  alfo  acknow- 
ledged, that  he  had  refented  the  conduct  and  chaf- 
tifed  the  injuftice  of  thofe  co-eftates  who  had  aflift- 
ed  his  enemies,  and  helped  to  ravage  his  domi- 
nions ;  inferring,  that  if  the  crown  of  France  was 
free  to  pillage  the  eftates  of  the  duke  of  Brunfwic, 
and  the  landgrave  of  HefTe  CaiTel,  becaufe  they 
had  fupplied  the  king  of  England  with  auxiliaries ; 
if  the  Emprefs-queen  had  a  right  to  appropriate  to 
herfelf  half  of  the  contributions  raifed  by  the 
French  king  in  thefe  countries,  furely  his  Britan- 
nic majefty  had  an  equal  right  to  make  thofe  feel 
the  burden  of  the  war,  who  had  favoured  the  un- 
juft  enterprizes  of  his  enemies.  He  exprefled  his 
hope,  that  the  dyet,  after  having  duly  confidered 
thefe  circumftances,  would,  by  way  of  advice,  pro- 
pofe  to  his  Imperial  majefty,  that  he  mould  annul 
his  moft  inconfiftent  mandates  •,  and  not  only  take 
effectual  meafures  to  protect  the  electorate  and  its 
allies,  but  alfo  give  order  for  commencing  again  ft 
the  Emprefs-queen,  as  archdutcliefs  of  Auftria,  the 
elector  Palatine,  and  the  duke  of  Wirtemberg, 
fuch  proceedings  as  me  wanted  to  enforce  againft 
his  Britannic  majefty,  elector  of  Brunfwic-Lunen- 
bonrg.  For  this  purpofe,  the  minifter  now  re- 
quefted  their  excellencies  to  afk  immediately  the 
neceflary  inftructions  from  their  principals. 

2  The 
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The  reft  of  this  long  memorial  contained  a  jufti-  An« 
fication  of  his  Britannic  majefty's  conduct,  in  de- 
viating from  the  capitulation  of  Clofter-feven  j 
with  a  refutation  of  the  arguments  adduced,  and  a 
retortion  of  the  reproaches  levelled  againfl  the  king 
of  England,  in  the  paper  or  manifefto,  compofed 
and  publifhed  under  the  direction  of  the  French 
miniftry,  and  intituled  "  A  Parallel  of  theCondu6t 
of  the  king  of  France,  with  that  of  the  king  of 
England,  relative  to  the  breach  of  the  capitulation 
of  Clolter-feven  by  the  Hanoverians." 

But  to  this  invective  a  more  circumftantial  an-  Particular 
fwer  was  publifhed :  in  which,  among  other  OK  reP]y  to 

•      1  LI  r  n.    i     •         r-j          the  Paral* 

nous  particulars,  the  letter  of  expoilulation,  laid  to  lel      ^ 
have  been  written  by  the  Pruffian  monarch  to  the  •  lifted  by 
king  of  Great  Britain  after  the  defeat  at  Collin,  is  thc  court< 
treated  as  an  infamous  piece  of  forgery,  produced  £  ^  *r 
by  fome  venal  pen  employed  to  impofe  upon  the 
public.     The  author  alib,  in  his  endeavours  to  de- 
monftrate  his  Britannic  majefty's  averfion  to  a  con- 
tinental war,  very  juftlyobferves,  that  "  none  but 
luch  as  are  unacquainted  with  the  maritime  force 
of  England  can  believe,  that,  without  a  diverfion 
on  the  continent,  to  employ  part  of  the  enemy's 
force,  me  is  not  in  a  condition  to  hope  for  iuccefs, 
and  maintain  her  fuperiority  at  fea.  England,  there- 
fore, had  no  intereft  to  foment  quarrels  or  wars  in 
Europe-,  but,  for  the  fame  reafon,  there  was  room  to 
fear,  that  France  would  embrace  a  different  fyftem : 
accordingly  fhe  took  no  pains  to  conceal  her  views, 
and  her  envoys  declared  publicly,  that  a  war  upon, 
the  continent  was  inevitable,   and  that  the  king's 
dominions  in  Germany  would  be  its  principal  ob- 
ject." 
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An.  1758.  jecV'  He  afterwards,  in  the  courfe  of  his  argu- 
mentation, adds,  "  that  they  mnft  be  very  igno- 
rant, indeed,  who  imagine  that  the  forces  of  Eng- 
land are  not  able  to  refift  thofe  of  France,  urilefr 
the  latter  be  hindered  from  turning  ail  her  efforts 
to  the  fea.  In  cafe  of  a  war  upon  the  continent, 
the  two  powers  muft  pay  fubfidies  •,  only  with  this 
difference,  that  France  can  employ  her  own  land- 
forces,  and  afpire  at  conquefts." 

Such  were  the  profefTed  fentiments  of  the  B 

m ,  founded  upon  eternal  truth  and  demonftra- 

tion,  and  openly  avowed,  when  the  bufmefs  was  to 

prove,  that  it  was  not  the  interefl  of  G B 

to  maintain  a  war  upon  the  continent ;  but  after- 
wards, when  this  continental  war  was  eagerly 
efpoufed,  foftered,  and  cherifhed  by  the  blood  and 
treafure  of  the  E—  nation,  then  the  partifans  of 

that  very  m y,  which  had  thus  declared  that 

E. d,  without  any  diverfion  on  the  continent  of 

Europe,  was  an  over-match  for  France  by  fea, 
whicji  may  be  termed  the  Britim  element  •,  then 
their  partifans,  their  champions,  declaimers,  and 
dependants,  were  taught  to  rife  in  rebellion  againft 
their  former  doctrine,  and,  in  defiance  of  common 
fenfe  and  reflection,  affirm,  that  a  diverfion  in  Ger- 
many was  abfolutely  necefTary  to  the  fuccefsful  iffue 
of  England's  operations  in  Afia,  Africa,  and  Ame- 
rica. 

Notwithftanding  all  the  facts  and  arguments 
aflembled  in  this  elaborate  memorial,  to  expofe  the 
ingratitude  of  the  Emprefs-queen,  and  demon - 
{Irate  the  oppreffive  meafnres  adopted  by  the  Im- 
perial power,  it  remains  to  be  proved,  that  the 

mem- 
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member  of  a  community  is  not  obliged  to  yield  An.  1758?. 
obedience  to  the  refolutions  taken,  and  the  decrees 
publifhed,  by  the  majority  of  thofe  that  compofe 
this  community ;  efpecially  when  reinforced  with 
the  authority  of  the  fupreme  magiftrate,  and  not 
repugnant  to  the  fundamental  conflitution  on  which 
that  community  was  eftablifhed. 

If  the  Emprefs-queen  was  not  gratified  to  the   New  title 
extent  of  her  wifhes  in  the  fortune  of  the  cam-   conferred 

-  .r  .  •         n  .  .       on  the 

paign,  at  lead  her  felr- importance  was  flattered  in   Emprefs- 
another  point,  which  could  not  fail  of  being  inte-   queen, 
retting  to  a  princefc  famed  for  a  glowing  zeal  and 
inviolable  attachment  to  the  religion  of  Rome.     In 
the  month  of  Auguft  the  Pope  conferred  upon  her 
the  title  of  Apoftolical  Queen  of  Hungary,  con-' 
veyed  by  a  brief,  in  which  he  extolled  her  piety, 
and  launched  out  into  retrofpective  elogiums  of 
her  predeceffors  the  princes  of  Hungary,  who  had 
gloried  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  and  been  always  ac- 
cuftomed  to  fight  and  overcome  for  the  catholic 
faith  under  this  holy  banner. 

This  compliment,  however,  me  did  not  derive  Death  pf 
from   the   regard  of    Profper  Lambertini,    who  popeBe- 
exercifed  the  papal  fway  under  the  afiumed  name  "e(!^ 
of  Beneci6b  XIV.   That  pontiff,  universally  efteem-  eleaion 
cd  for  his  good  fenfe,  moderation,  and  humanity,  of  Cle- 
had  breathed  his  laft  in  the  month  of  April,  in  the   ment 
eighty-fourth  year  of  his  age ;  and  in  July  was  fuc- 
ceede^  in  the  papacy  by  cardinal  Charles  Rezzoni- 
co,   bifhop  of  Padua,  by  birth  a  Venetian.     He 
was  formerly  auditor  of  the  Rota  •,  afterwards  pro- 
moted to  the  purple  by  pope  Clement  XII.  at  the 
nomination  of  the  republic  of  Venice  i  was  diftin- 

guilhed 
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An.  1758.  guifhed  by  the  title  of  St.  Maria  d'Ara  Cseli,  the 
principal  convent  of  the  Cordeliers,  and  nominated 
proteclior  of  the  Pandours,  or  Illyrians.  When 
he  afcended  the  papal  chair,  he  affumed  the  name 
of  Clement  XIII.  in  gratitude  to  the  laft  of  that 
name,  who  was  his  benefa&or.  Though  of  a  dif- 
agreeable  perfon,  and  even  deformed  in  his  body, 
he  enjoys  good  health  and  a  vigorous  confti- 
tution.  As  an  ecclefiaftic,  his  life  is  exempla- 
ry ;  his  morals  are  pure  -and  unimpeached :  in  his 
character  he  is  faid  to  be  learned,  diligent,  fteady, 
devout,  and  in  every  refpect  worthy  to  fucceed 
fuch  a  predecefibr  as  Benedict. 

The  king  of  Spain  wifely  perfifted  in  reaping 
the  advantages  of  a  neutrality,  notwithflanding 
the  intrigues  of  the  French  partifans  at  the  court 
of  Madrid,  who  endeavoured  to  alarm  his  jealoufy 
by  the  conquefts  which  the  Englifh  had  projected 
in  America. 

The  king  of  Sardinia  fagacioufly  kept  aloof,  re- 
folving,  in  imitation  of  his  predeceflbrs,  to  main- 
tain his  power  on  a  refpeclable  footing,  and  be 
ready  to  feize  all  opportunities  to  extend  and  pro- 
mote the  intereft  of  his  crown,  and  the  advantage 
of  his  country. 

As  for  the  king  of  Portugal,  he  had  prudently 
embraced  the  fame  fyftem  of  forbearance  :  but  in 
the  latter  end  of  the  feafon  his  attention  was  en- 
grofled  by  a  domeftic  incident  of  a  very  extraordi- 
nary nature.  Whether  he  had,  by  particular  in- 
ftances  of  feverity,  exafperated  the  minds  of  cer- 
tain individuals,  and  exercifed  his  dominion  in  fuch 
a&s  of  arbitrary  power  as  excited  a  general  fpirit  of 
difaffcftion  among  his  nobility  •>  or,  laftly,  by  the 

vigor- 
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vigorous  meafures  purfued  againft  the  incroaching    An,  1758 
Jefuits  in  Paraguay,  and  their  correfpondents  in 
Portugal,  had  incurred  the  refentment  of  that  fo- 
ciety,  we  fhall  not  pretend  to  determine  :  perhaps 
all  thefe  motives  concurred  in  giving  birth  to  a 
confpiracy  againft  his  life,  which  was  actually  exe- 
cuted at  this  juncture  with  the  moft  defperate  re- 
folution.      On  the  third  day   of  September  the 
king,  according  to  cuftom,  going  out  in  a  carriage 
to  take  the  air,  accompanied  by  one  domeftic,  was, 
in  the  night,  at  a  folitary  place  nearBelem,  attacked 
by  three  men  on  horfeback,  armed  with  blunder- 
bufles,  one  of  whom  fired  his  piece  at  the  coach- 
man without  effect.     The  man,  however,  terrified 
both  on  his  own  account  and  that  of  his  fove- 
reign's,  drove  the  mules  at  full  fpeed  •,  a  circum- 
ftance   which  in  fome   meafure  difconcerted  the 
other  two  confpirators,  who  purfued  him  at  full 
gallop,  and,  having  no  leifure  to  take  aim,  dif- 
charged  their  pieces  at  random  through  the  back 
of  the  carriage.     The  flugs  with  which  they  were 
loaded  happened  to  pafs  between  the  king's  right 
arm  and  his  bread,  dilacerating  the  parts  from  the 
Ihoulder  to  the  elbow,   but  without  damaging  the 
bone,   or  penetrating  into  the  cavity  of  the  body. 
Finding  himfelf  grievoufly  wounded,  and  the  blood 
flowing  apace,  he,  with  iuch  prefence  of  mind  as 
cannot  be  fufficiently  admired,  inftead  of  proceed- 
ing to  the  palace,  which  was  at  fome  diftance,  or- 
dered the  coachman  to  return  to  Junqueira,  where 
his  principal  furgeon  refided,  and  there  his  wound? 
were  immediately  drefled.     By  this  refolution,  he 
not  only  prevented  the  irreparable  mifchief  that 
might  have  arifen  from  an  excefilve  effufion  of 
NUMB.  XIX.  B  b  Wood  ; 
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An. i75&  blood;  but,  without  all  doubt,  faved  his  life  from* 
the  hands  of  other  affaffins,  pofted  on  the  road  to 
accomplifh  the  regicide,  in  cafe  he  mould  efcape 
alive  from  the  firft  attack.  This  inftance  of  the 
king's  recollection  was  magnified  into  a  miracle,* 
on  the  fuppofition  that  it  muft  have  been  the  effect 
of  divine  infpiration  ;  and,  indeed,  among  a  people 
addicted  to  fuperftiticn,  might  well  pafs  for  a  fa- 
vourable interpofitiorrof  Providence. 

The  king,  being  thus  difabled  in  his  right  armr 
iffued  a  decree,  inverting  the  queen  with  the  abfo- 
lute  power  of  government.  In  the  mean  time,  no- 
perfon  had  accefs  to  his  prefence  but  herfelf,  the 
firft  minifter,  the  cardinal  de  Saldanha,  the  phyfi- 
cians,  and  furgeons.  An  embargo  was  imme- 
diately laid  on  all  the  fhipping  in  the  port  of  Lif- 
bon.  Rewards  were  publicly  offered,  together 
with  promife  of  pardon  to  the  accomplices,  for  de- 
tecting any  of  the  aflfaffins  i  and  fuch  other  mea- 
fures  ufed,  that  in  a  little  time  the  whole  confpi- 
racy  was  difcovered  :  a  confpiracy  the  more  dan- 
gerous, as  it  appeared  to  have  been  formed  by 
perfons  of  the  firft  quality  and  influence.  The 
duke  de  Aveiro,  of  the  family  of  Mafcarenhas ;  the 
marquis  de  Tavora,  who  had  been  viceroy  of  Goa, 
and  now  actually  enjoyed  the  commiffion  of  ge- 
neral of  the  horfe ;  the  count  de  Attouguia,  the 
marquis  de  Alloria,  together  with  their  wives, 
children,  and  whole  families,  were  arrefted  imme- 
diately after  the  alfaffi nation,  as  principals  in  the 
defign ;  and  many  other  accomplices,  including 
fome  Jefnits,  were  apprehended  in  the  fequel.  The 
further  proceedings  on  this  rrsyfterious  affair,  with 
the  fate  of  the  cohfpirators,  will  be,  particularized 
5  among 
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{among  the  tranfactions  of  the  following  year.  At  An.  175$, 
prefent  it  will  be  fumcient  to  obierve,  that  the 
king's  wounds  were  attended  with  no  bad  confe- 
quences;  nor  did  the  imprifonmcnt  of  thofe 
noblemen  produce  any  difturbance  in  the  king- 
dom. 

The  domeftic  occurrences  of  France  were  tiflued  Contina- 
with  a  continuation  of  the  difputes   between  the  a5ion  of 
parliaments  and  clergy,  touching  the  bull  Unige-   ^ween 
nitus.     In  vain  the  king  had  interpofed  his  autho-   the  par- 
rity-,  firft  propofing  an  accommodation;  then  com-   Jiaments 
manding  the  parliament  to  forbear  taking  cogni-  an( 
zance  of  a  religious  conteft,  which  did  not  fall  un-  f rance. 
der  their  jurifdiction  ;  and,  thirdly,  banifhing  their 
perfons,   and  abrogating  their  power.     He  after- 
wards found  it  necefTary  to  the  peace  of  his  domi- 
nions to  recall  and  reinftate  thofe  venerable  pa- 
triots i  and,  being  convinced  of  the  intolerabie  in- 
folence  and  turbulent  fpirit  of  the  archbifhop  of 
Paris,  had  exiled  that  prelate  in  his  turn.     He  was 
no  fooner  re- admitted  to  his  function  than  he  re- 
fumed  his  former  conduct,  touching  the  denial  of 
the  facraments  to  thofe  who  refufed  to  acknow- 
ledge the  bull  Unigenitus  :    he  even  acted  with  re- 
doubled zeal  •,  intrigued  with  the  other  prelates  ; 
caballed  among  the  inferior  clergy ;  and  not  only 
revived,   but  augmented  the  troubles  throughout 
the  whole  kingdom.    Bifhops,  curates,  and  monks,  . 
preiumed  to  withold  fpiritual  conlblation  from  per- 
fons in  extremity,   and  were  punifhec!  by  the  civil 
power.  Other  parliaments  of  the  kingdom  followed 
the  example  exhibited  by  that  of  Paris,  in  afferting 
their"  authority  and  privileges.     The   king  com- 
manded them  to  defift,  on  pain  of  incurring  his  in- 
B  b  2  digna- 
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dignation:  they  remonftrated,  and  perfevered-, 
while  the  archbilhop  repeated  his  injunctions  and 
cenfures,  and  continued  to  inflame  the  difpute  to 
fuch  a  dangerous  degree,  that  he  was  given  to  un- 
derftand  he  fhould  be  again  obliged  to  quit  the  ca- 
pital, if  he  did  not  proceed  with  more  modera- 
tion. 

But  the  chief  care  of  the  French  miniftry  was 
employed  in  regulating  the  finances,  and  eftablim- 
ing  funds  of  credit  for  railing  money  to  pay  fubft- 
dies,  and  maintain  the  war  in  Europe  and  America. 
In  the  courfe  of  this  year  they  had  not  only  confi- 
derably  reinforced  their  armies  in  Germany,   but 
made  furprifing  efforts  to  fupply  the  colony  of  Ca- 
nada with  troops,  artillery,  {lores,  and  ammunition 
for  its  defence  againft  the  operations  of  .the  Britifh 
forces,   which  greatly  out  numbered   the  French 
upon  the  continent.     The  court  of  Verfailles  prac- 
tifed  every  ftratagem  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  the 
Englifh  cruifers.     The  mips  deilined  for  America 
they  detached,  both  iingle  and  in  convoys,  fome- 
times  from  the  Mediterranean,   fome times  from 
their  harbours  in  the  Channel.     They  affembled 
tranfports  in  one  port,  in  order  to  withdraw  the 
attention  of  their   enemies   from  another  where 
their  convoys  lay  ready  for  failing;  and  in  boifter- 
ous  weather,  when  the  Englifh  could  no  longer 
block  up  their  harbours,  their  ftorefhips  came  forth, 
and  hazarded  the  voyage,   for  the  relief  of  their 
American  fettlements.     Thofe  that  had  the  good 
fortune  to  arrive  on  the  coaft  of  that  continent, 
were  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  different  expe- 
dients for  efcaping  the  Britilh  fquadrons  flationed 
at  Halifax,  or  cruifing  in  the  bay  of  St.  Laurence. 

They 
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They  either  ventured  to  navigate  the  river,  before  An»  «75*» 
it  was  clear  of  the  ice,  fo  early  in  the  fpring,  that 
the  enemy  had  not  yet  quitted  the  harbour  of  No- 
va Scotia  •,  or  they  waited  on  the  coaft  of  New- 
foundland for  fuch  thick  fogs  as  might  fcreen  them 
from  the  notice  of  the  Englifh  cruifers,  in  failing 
up  the  gulph  j  or,  laftly,  they  penetrated  through 
the  ftreights  of  Belleifle,  a  dangerous  paflage, 
which  however  led  them  direftly  into  the  river  St. 
Laurence,  at  a  confiderable  diftance  above  the  fla- 
tion  of  the  Britifli  fquadron. 

Though  the  French  navy  was  by  this  time  fo 
reduced,  that  it  could  neither  face  the  Englilh  at 
fea,  nor  furnifh  proper  convoys  for  the  commerce; 
her  miniftry  neverthelefs  attempted  to  alarm  the 
fubjedts  of  Great  Britain  with  the  project  of  an  in- 
vafion.  Flat -bottomed  boats  were  built,  tranf- 
ports  collected,  large  mips  of  the  line  equipped, 
and  troops  ordered  to  aflemble  on  the  coaft  for 
embarkation  :  but  this  was  no  more  than  a  feint  to 
aroufe  the  apprehenfion  of  the  Englifh,  difconcert 
the  adminiftration,  prejudice  the  national  credit, 
and  deter  the  government  from  fending  forces  to 
keep  alive  the  war  in  Germany.  A  much  more 
effectual  method  they  took  to  diftrefs  the  trade  of 
England,  by  laying  up  their  ufelefs  mips  of  war, 
and  encouraging  the  equipment  of  flout  priva- 
teers, that  did  confiderable  damage  to  the  com- 
merce of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  by  cruifing  in 
the  feas  of  Europe  and  America.  Some  of  them 
lay  clofe  in  the  harbours  of  the  Channel,  fronting 
the  coaft  of  England,  and  darted  out  occafionally 
on  the  trading  fhips  of  this  nation,  as  they  received 
intelligence  from  boats  employed  for  that  purpofe. 
B  b  3  Some 
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An.  1758.  Some  chofe  their  ftation  in  the  North  Sea,  where 
a  great  number  of  captures  were  made  upon  the 
coaft  of  Scotland  :  others  cruifed  in  the  chaps  of 
the  Channel,  and  even  to  the  weftward  of  Ireland  j 
but  the  far  greater  number  fcoured  the  feas  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Leeward  Iflands  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  where  they  took  a  prodigious  number  of 
Britifh  mips,  failing  to  and  from  the  fugar  colonies, 
and  conveyed  them  to  their  own  fettlements  in 
Martinique,  Guadalupe,  or  St,  Domingo. 
Conduft  With  refpect  to  the  war  that  raged  in  Germany, 
£fnthef  the  king  of  Denmark  wifely  purfued  that  courfe 
Den-  which  happily  preferved  him  from  being  involved 
mark.  in  thofe  troubles  by  which  great  part  of  Europe 
was  agitated,  and  terminated  in  that  point  of  na- 
tional advantage  which  a  king  ought  ever  to  have 
in  view  for  the  benefit  of  his  people.  By  ob- 
ferving  a  fcrupulous  neutrality,  he  inhanced  his  im- 
portance among  his  neighbours  :  he  faw  himfelf 
courted  by  all  the  belligerant  powers:  he  faved  the 
blood  and  treafure  of  his  fubjedls :  he  received 
large  fubfidies,  in  confideration  of  his  forbearance  •, 
and  enjoyed,  unmolefled,  a  much  more  confider- 
able  (hare  of  commerce  than  he  could  exped  to 
carry  on,  even  in  times  of  univerfal  tranquillity, 
He  could  not  perceive  that  the  proteftant  religion 
had  any  thing  to  apprehend  from  the  confederacy 
which  was  formed  againil  the  Prufiian  monarch ; 
nor  was  he  mifled  into  all  the  expence,  the  perils, 
and  difquiets  of  a  fanguinary  war,  by  that  ignis 
fatuus  which  hath  feduced  and  impoverilhed  other 
opulent  nations,  under  the  fpecions  title  of  the  bal- 
lance  of  power  in  Germany.  Howfoever  he  might 
bt  fwayed  by  private  inclination,  he  did  not  think 

it 
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h  was  a  point  of  confcquence  to  his  kingdom  whe*  An.  175 
ther  Pomerania  was  pofiefied  by  Sweden  or  Pruf- 
fia  j  whether  the  French  army  was  driven  back 
beyond  the  Rhine,  or  penetrated  once  more  into 
the  electorate  of  Hanover  •,  whether  the  Empreft- 
queen  was  dripped  of  her  remaining  pofiefiions  in 

Silefia,  or  the  k of  P a  circumfcribed 

within  the  original  bounds  of  his  dominion.  He 
took  it  for  granted,  that  France,  for  her  own  fake, 
would  prevent  the  ruin  of  that  enterprifing  mo- 
narch ;  and  that  the  houfe  of  Auftria  would  not  be 
fo  impolitic,  and  blind  to  its  own  intereft,  as  to 
permit  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia  to  make  and  retain 
conquefts  in  the  Empire  :  but,  even  if  thefe  powers 
fliould  be  weak  enough  to  facrifice  all  the  maxims 
of  found  policy  to  caprice  or  refenunent,  he  did 
not  think  himfelf  fo  deeply  concerned  in  the  event, 
as,  for  the  diftant  profpecl:  of  what  might  poffibly 
happen,  to  plunge  headlong  into  a  war  that  muft 
be  attended  with  certain  and  immediate  difadvan- 
tages.  True  it  is,  he  had  no  hereditary  electorate 
in  Germany  that  was  threatened  with  invafion ; 
nor,  if  he  had,  is  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  a  prince  of 
his  fagacity  and  patriotifm  would  have  impove- 
rilhed  his  kingdom  of  Denmark,  for  the  precarious 
defence  of  a  diftant  territory.  It  was  referved  for 
another  nation  to  adopt  the  pernicious  abfurdity  of 
wafting  its  blood  and  treafure,  exhaufting  its  reve- 
nues, loading  its  own  back  with  the  moft  grievous 
impositions,  incurring  an  enormous  debt  big  with 
bankruptcy  and  ruin ;  in  a  word,  of  expending 
above  an  hundred  and  fifty  millions  fterling  in 
fruitlefs  efforts  to  defend  a  diftant  country,  the  in- 
tire  property  of  which  was  never  valued  at  one  <? 
B  b  4  twea- 
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An.  1758.   twentieth  part  of  that  fum  •,  a  country  with  which 
it  had  no  natural  connection,  but  a  common  al- 
*  liance  arifing  from  accident. 

The  king  of  Denmark,  though  himfelf  a  prince 
of  the  Empire,  and  poflefled  of  dominions  in  Ger- 
many, almoft  contiguous  to  the  fcenes  of  the  pre- 
fent  war,  did  not  yet  think  himfelf  fo  nearly  con- 
cerned in  the  iffue,  as  to  declare  himfelf  either 
principal  or  auxiliary  in  the  quarrel.  Yet  he  took 
care  to  maintain  his  forces,  by  fea  and  land,  upon  a 
refpectable  footing ;  and,  by  this  conduct,  he  not 
only  provided  for  the  fecurity  of  his  own  country, 
but  over- awed  the  belligerant  powers,  whoconfi- 
dered  him  as  a  prince  capable  of  making  either 
fcale  preponderate,  juft  as  he  might  chufe  to  trim 
the  ballance.  Thus  he  preferved  his  wealth,  com- 
merce, and  confequence  undiminifhed  i  and,  in- 
ftead  of  being  harraiTed  as  a  party,  was  honoured 
as  an  umpire.  Had  Great  Britain  adhered  to  thefe 
prudent  maxims,  with  regard  to  the  continent, 
from  which  me  is,  both  by  nature  and  intereft,  in- 
finitely farther  removed,  me  muft  have  been  at 
this  day  one  of  the  moft  powerful,  opulent,  and 
happy  nations  that  ever  flourifhed  on  the  face  of 
the  earth  -,  and,  as  arbitrefs  of  all  Europe,  would 
have  furely  acted  a  much  more  important  part  than 
Ihe  now  performs  on  the  theatre  of  Germany. 
Anfwers  The  United  Provinces,  though  as  averfe  as  his 
to  the  Danifh  majefty  to  any  participation  in  the  war,  did 
charge  not  however  fo  fcrupuloufly  obferve  the  neutrality 
b^he  ^Y  Pro^e^ed  :  at  leaft,  the  traders  of  that  repub- 
putch  a~  Jic,  either  from  an  inordinate  thirft  of  lucre,  or 
the  £  fecret  byafs  in 'favour  of  the  enemies  of  Great 
Prjtain,  alTiiled  the  French  commerce  with  all  the 
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appearance  of  the  moft  flagrant  partiality.     We  An,  175!. 
have,  in  the  beginning  of  this  year's  tranfa&ions, 
obferved,  that  a  great  number  of  their  (hips  were 
taken  by  the  Englifh  cruifers,  and  condemned  as 
legal  prizes,  for  having  French  property  on  board : 
that  the  Dutch  merchants,  exafperated  by  their 
lofles,  exclaimed  againft  the  Englifh  as  pirates  and 
robbers,  petitioned  the  States  for  redrefs  in  very 
high  terms,  and  even  loudly  clamoured  for  a  war 
againft  Great  Britain.     The  charge  of  violence  and 
injuftice  which  they  brought  againft  the  Englifh, 
for  taking  and  confifcating  the  mips  that  tranf- 
ported  to  Europe  the  produce  of  the  French  iflands 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  they  founded  on  the  tenth  ar- 
ticle of  a  treaty  of  commerce  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces, 
concluded  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  fixty-eight,  ftipulating,  "  That  whatever  fhall 
be  found  on  board  the  (hips  of  the  fubje&s  of  the 
United  Provinces,  though  the  lading  or  part  there- 
of may  belong  to  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain, 
fhall  be  free  and  unmolefted  •,  except  thefe  be  pror 
hibited  goods-,  which  are  to  be  ferved  in  the  man- 
ner prefcribed  by  the  foregoing  articles."     From 
this  article  the  Dutch  merchants  argued,  that,  if 
there  be  no  prohibited  goods  on  board,  the  Englifh 
had  no  right  to  flop  or  moleft  any  of  their  (hips,  or 
make  the  le^ft  inquiry  to  whom  the  merchandize 
belonged,   whence    it  was  brought,    or   whither 
bound.     This  plea  the  Englifh  cafuifts  would  by 
no  means  admit,  for  the  following  reafons  :    a  ge- 
jieral  and  perpetual  licence  to  carry  on  the  whole 
trade  of  their  enemy,  would  be  fuch  a  glaring  ah- 
as  no  convention  could  authorize ;  com- 
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An.  1758.  mon  fenfe  has  dictated,  and  Grotius  declared,  that 
no  man  can  be  fuppofed  to  have  confented  to  an 
abfurdity:  therefore  the  interpretation  given  by 
the  Dutch  to  this  article,  could  not  be  fuppofed  to 
be  its  true  and  genuine  meaning ;  which,  indeed, 
relates  to  nothing  more  than  the  common  courfe  of 
trade,  as  it  was  ufually  carried  on  in  time  of  peace. 
iBut,  even  mould  this  interpretation  be  accepted, 
the  article,  and  the  treaty  itfelf,  would  be  fuper- 
feded  and  annulled  by  a  fubfequent  treaty,  con- 
cluded between  the  two  nations  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventy-five,  and  often 
confirmed  fince  that  period,  ftipulating,  in  a  fecret 
article,  That  neither  of  the  contracting  parties 
ftiould  give,  nor  confent  that  any  of  their  fubjects 
and  inhabitants  fhould  give  any  aid,  favour,  or 
counfel,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  land  or  fea,  or  on 
the  frefh  waters ;  nor  mould  furnifh,  or  permit  the 
fubjects  or  inhabitants  of  their  relpective  territories, 
to  furnifh  any  mips,  foldiers,  feamen,  victuals,  mo- 
neys, inftruments  of  war,  gunpowder,  or  any  other 
neceflaries  for  making  war,  to  the  enemies  of  either 
party,  of  any  rank  or  condition  foever.  Now  the 
Dutch  have  infringed  this  article  in  many  inftances, 
during  the  prefent  war,  both  in  Europe  and  Ame- 
rica ;  and,  as  they  have  fo  openly  contravened  one 
treaty,  the  Englifh  are  not  obliged  to  obferve  any 
other.  They,  moreover,  forfeited  all  right  to  the 
obfervance  of  the  treaty  in  queftion,  by  refufing 
the  fuccours  with  which  they  were  bound,  in  the 
moft  folemn  manner,  to  furnifh  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  in  cafe  any  of  his  territories  in  Europe 
mould  be  attacked  :  for  nothing  could  be  more 
weak  .and  frivolous  than  the  allegation  upon  which 
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this  rcfufal  was  founded ;  namely,  that  the  hofti-  An.  175!, 
lities  in  Europe  were  commenced  by  the  Englifh, 
when  they  feized  and  confifcated  the  veflels  of 
France-,  and  they,  being  the  aggrefibrs,  had  no 
right  to  infift  upon  the  fuccours  ftipulated  in  a 
treaty  which  was  purely  defenfive.  If  this  argu- 
ment has  any  weight^  the  treaty  itfelf  can  have  no 
fignification.  The  French,  as  they  did  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  will  always  commence  the  war  in 
America-,  and  when  their  fhips,  containing  rein- 
forcements and  (lores  for  the  maintenance  of  that 
war,  mail  be  taken  on  the  European  Teas,  perhaps 
in  coniequence  of  their  being  expofed  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  they  will  exclaim  that  the  Englifh  were  the 
aggrefibrs  in  Europe,  confequently  deprived  of  all 
benefit  accruing  from  the  defenfive  treaty  fubfifting 
between  them  and  the  States  General  of  the  United 
Provinces.  It  being  impofiible  for  the  Englifh  to 
terminate  the  war,  while  their  enemies  derive  the 
finews  of  it  from  their  commerce  carried  on  in  neu- 
tral bottoms,  they  are  obliged  to  fupprefs  fuch  col- 
lufion,  by  that  necefiity  which  Grotius  himfelf  hath 
allowed  to  be'a  fufficient  excufe  for  deviating  from 
the  letter  of  any  treaty  whatfoever.  In  time  of 
peace  no  Dutch  fhips  were  permitted  to  carry  the 
produce  of  any  French  fugar  ifland,  or  even  to 
trade  in  any  of  the  French  ports  in  America  or 
the  Weft-Indies  •,  confequently  the  treaty  which 
they  quote  can  never  juftify  them  in  carrying  on 
a  commerce,  which,  as  it  did  not  exift,  and  was 
not  forefeen,  could  not  pofTibly  be  guarded  againfl 
when  that  convention  was  ratified.  Grotius,  whofe 
authority  is  held  in  fuch  veneration  among  the 
Putch,  has  determined,  that  every  nation  has  a 

right 
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An.  1758.  right  to  feize  and  confifcate  the  goods  of  any  neu- 
tral power,  which  fhall  attempt  to  carry  them  into 
any  place  which  is  blocked  up  by  that  nation,  ei- 
ther by  land  or  fea.  The  French  iflands  in  the 
Weft- Indies  were  fo  blocked  up  by  the  Englifh 
cruifers,  that  they  could  receive  no  relief  from 
their  own  government,  confequently  no  neutral 
power  could  attempt  to  fupply  them  without  fall- 
ing under  this  predicament  *. 

It 


*  In  the  reign  of  king  Wil- 
liam, when  the  Englifh  and 
Dutch  were  engaged  in  a  war 
againfl  France,  the  northern 
powers  of  Sweden  and  Den- 
mark attempted  to  carry  on 
the  French  commerce,  under 
the  (hade  of  neutrality  ;  but 
the  Dutch  and  Englifti  joined 
in  feizing  the  veffels  that  were 
thus  employed.  Complaints 
of  thefe  captures  were  made 
at  London  and  the  Hague, 
and  the  complainants  were 
given  to  underftand  at  both 
places,  that  they  fhould  not 
be  allowed  to  carry  on  any 
trade  with  France,  but  what 
v/as  ufual  in  time  of  peace. 
In  confequence  of  this  declar 
ration,  Mr.  Groning  formed 
the  defign  of  writing  a  trea- 
rjfe  on  the  freedom  of  navi- 
gation, and  communicated  the 
plan  of  his  work  to  the  cele- 
brated Puffendorf,  who  figni- 
fred  his  fentiments  in  the  fol- 
lowing letter,  which  is  pre- 
ferved  by  the  learned  Barbey- 
rac,  ia  &s  uot«s  upon 


author's  treatife  on  the  law  of 
nature  and  nations. 

tf  The  worjc,  Sir,  which 
you  have  in  view,  relating  to 
the  liberty  of  navigation,  ex- 
cites my  curiofity.  It  is  a  cu- 
rious fubjeft,  which  no  perfon 
that  1  know  of  has  yet  parti- 
cularly handled.  I  very  much 
fear,  however,  if  I  may  judge 
from  your  letter,  that  you  will 
find  people  who  will  difputs 
your  notions.  The  queftion 
is  certainly  one  of  thofe  which 
have  not  yet  been  fettled  on 
any  clear  or  undeniable  prin- 
ciples, fo  as  to  afford  a  gene- 
ral rule  to  mankind.  In  all 
the  examples  brought  on  this 
fubje£t,  there  is  a  mixture  of 
right  and  fa&.  Each  nation 
ufually  allows,  or  forbids,  the 
maritime  commerce  of  neu- 
tral people  with  its  enemy, 
either  according  as  it  happen^ 
to  be  its  intereft  to  preferve 
the  friendfhip  of  thofe  peo- 
ple, or  it  finds  itfelf  ftrong 
enough  to  obtain  from  them 
w]iat  it  requires,  For  exam-r 
pie, 
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It  was  for  thefe  reafons  that  the  king  of  England  An-  '75** 
declared,  by  the  mouth  of  Mr.  Yorke,   his  mini- 

fter 


pie,    the  Englifh  and   Dutch 
may  fay,   without    abfurdity, 
that  it  is  lawful  for  them  to  do 
all  the  mifchief  they   can  to 
the  French,  with  whom  they 
are  at  war,  and,  confequent- 
ly,    to  employ   the   method 
moft  proper  to  weaken  them, 
which  is  to  traverfe  and  ruin 
their  trade.  They  fay  it  is  not 
reafonable   that    neutral  na- 
tions mould  enrich  themfelves 
at  their  expence,  and,  by  en- 
grofling    a   commerce  which 
the  Englifh  and  Dutch  are  de- 
prived of,  furnifh  the  French 
with  money  to  maintain  the 
war.     This  feems  the  rather 
juft,    becaufe   England    and 
Holland  commonly  favour  the 
trade  of  neutral  nations,   by 
fuffering   them  to  tranfporr, 
and  fell  in  foreign  markets, 
merchandize    of.  their    own 
growth  and  manufacture.    In 
fhort,  they  fay  that   they  are 
willing  to  leave  them   in  pof- 
feflion  of  the  trade  they  ufu- 
ally  carry  on  in  time  of  peace ; 
but  they  cannot  fee  them  take 
advantage  of  the  war,  to  ex- 
tend their  commerce  to  the 
prejudice     of   England    and 
Holland :  but  as  this  matter 
of  trade  and  navigation  does 
not  fo    much    depend   upon 
rules  founded  on   a  general 
law,    as     upon    conventions 
naade  between  particular  na- 


Remarks 
on  the 

— • conduct 

tions,  fo,  in  order  to  form  a   of  both 
folid  judgment  of  the  point   nations, 
in  queftion,  we  ought  previ- 
oufly  to  examine  what  treaties 
fubfift  between  the  northern 
crowns  on  one  part,  and  Eng- 
land  and    Holland   on    the 
other  ;  and  whether  thefe  laft 
powers  have  offered  the  for- 
mer juft  and  reafonable  con- 
ditions.    On  the  other  hand, 
neverthelefs,  if  the  northern 
princes    can  maintain   their 
trade  with  France,  by  fending 
ftrong    convoys    with    their 
fleets,  I  fee  nothing  to  blame 
in  this  practice,  provided  their 
veffels   have   no    contraband 
merchandize  on  board.    The 
laws  of  humanity  and  equily 
between  nations,  do  not  ex- 
tend fo  far  as  to  require,  with- 
out  any   apparent  neceflity, 
that  one  people   mould  give 
up  their  profit   in  favour  of 
another.     But  as  the  avarice 
of  merchants  is  fo  great,  that, 
for   the   fmalleft   gain,   they 
make  no  fcruple  of  exceeding 
the  juft  bounds  of  commerce ; 
fo  nations   that   are  at  war 
may    certainly    vifit   neutral 
(hips,  and  if  they  find  prohj- 
bited  goods  on  board,  have  n 
full  right  to  conHfcate  them. 
Bcfides,  I  am  not  at  all  fur- 
prized,     that    the    northern 
crowns  have  a  greater  regard 
to  the  general  intcrefrof  Eu- 
rope, 
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An.  1758.  fter  plenipotentiary  at  the  Hague,  in  a  conference* 
held  in  the  month  of  Auguftwith  the  deputies  of  the 
States-general,  that  though  he  was  ready  to  concur 
in  every  meafure  that  fhould  be  propofed  for  giv- 
ing fatisfaction  to  their  High  MightinefTes,  with 
whom  he  had  always  ftudied  to  live  in  the  moft 
perfect  union,  he  was  neverthelefs  determined,  not 
to  fuffer  the  trade  of  the  French  colonies  in  Ame- 
rica to  be  carried  on  by  the  fubjects  of  other  pow- 
ers, under  the  fpecious  pretext  of  neutrality  ;  nor 
to  permit  words  to  be  interpreted  as  a  licence  to 
drive  a  trade  with  his  enemies,  which,  though  not 
particularly  fpecified  in  the  articles  of  contraband, 
was  neverthelefs  rendered  fuch  in  all  refpects,  and 
in  every  fenfe,  by  the  nature  of  the  circumftances. 
It  is  not  at  all  more  furprifing,  that  the  Dutch  mer- 
chants fliould  complain,  than  that  the  Englifh  go- 
vernment fhould  perfifl  in  con  fife  ating  the  mips  that 
were  found  to  contain  the  merchandize  of  their  ene- 
mies. The  individual  traders  of  every  mercantile 
nation  will  run  confiderablerifques  in  extending  their 
particular  commerce,  even  when  they  know  it  mufl 
be  detrimental  to  the  general  interefl  of  their 
country.  In  the  war  maintained  by  the  confede- 

rope,  than  to  the  complaints  ens  Europe  with  flavery,  and 

of  fome  rapacious  merchants,  the  Proteftant   religion  with 

who   care  not   how   matters  ruin.    This  being  the  intereft 

go,  provided  they  can  fatisfy  of  the  northern  crowns,  it  is 

their  thirft  of  lucre.     Thefe  neither    juft   nar    neceflary, 

princes  wifely  judge,  that  it  is  that,  for  a  prefent  advantage, 

not  at  all  convenient  for  them  they  fhould  interrupt  fuch  a 

to  precipitate  meafures,  while  falutary  defign,  efpecially   as 

other  nations  unite  all  their  they  neither  incur  the  fmalleft 

forces,     to     reduce     within  expence,    nor   run  the   lead 

bounds  an  infolent  and  ex-  hazard,  £c." 
orhitant  power,  which  threat- 
rates 
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fates  againft  Louis  XIV.  of  France,  the  merchant  An.  1758. 
fhips  of  the  Dutch  carried  on  an  uninterrupted 
trade  to  the  French  ports  ;  and  notwithftanding 
the  repeated  follicitations  of  England,  the  States 
General  could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  prohibit 
this  commerce,  which  undoubtedly  enabled  France 
to  protract  the  war.  The  truth  is,  they  gave  the 
Britilh.  miniftry  to  underftand,  that  unlefs  they  con* 
nived  at  this  traffick,  their  fubjects  could  not  pofli- 
bly  defray  their  proportion  of  the  expence  at  which 
the  war  was  maintained.  It  is  well  known  thro* 
all  Europe,  that  the  fubjects  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces reaped  confiderable  advantage,  not  only 
from  this  branch  of  illicit  trade,  but  alfo  by  pro- 
viding for  both  armies  in  Flanders,  and  by  thfe 
practice  of  flock-jobbing  in  England  j  confequently 
it  was  not  the  intereft,  either  of  the  States  Gene- 
ral, or  the  Englifh  general,  between  whom  there 
was  a  very  good  underftanding,  to  bring  that  war 
to  a  fpeedy  conclufion  -,  nor,  indeed,  ought  we  to 
fix  the  imputation  of  partiality  upon  a  whole  na- 
tion, for  the  private  conduct  of  individuals,  influ- 
enced by  motives'  of  felf-intertft,  which  operate 
with  the  fame  energy  in  Holland,  and  among  the 
fubjects  of  Great  Britain.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
laft  war,  fuch  a  fcandalous  appetite  for  gain  pre- 
vailed in  different  parts  of  the  Britifh  dominions, 
that  the  French  iflands  were  actually  fupplied  with 
provifions,  (laves,  and  lumber  from  Ireland,  and 
the  Britifh  colonies  in  North  America ,  and  Marti- 
nique, in  particular,  mufl  have  iurrendered  to  the 
commander  of  the  Englifh  Tquadron  Rationed  ia 
thofe  feas,  had  it  not  been  thus  fupported  by  Eng- 
lifh fubjects;  Certain'  it  is>  the  Dutch  had  fomc 

reafon 
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An.  1758.  reafon  to  complain  that  they  were  decoyed  into  this 
fpecies  of  traffick  by  the  article  of  a  treaty,  which* 
in  their  opinion,  admitted  of  no  limitation  ;  and 
that  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  without  any 
previous  warning,  or  explaining  its  fentiments  on 
this  fubjecl:,  fwept  the  fea  at  once  of  all  their  veflels 
employed  in  this  commerce,  and  condemned  them, 
without  mitigation,   to  the   entire  ruin  of  many 
thoufand  families.     Confidering  the  intimate  con- 
nection of  mutual  interefl  fubfifling  between  Great 
Britain  and    the  States  of  the  United  Provinces, 
they  feem  to  have  had  fome  right  to  an  intimation 
of  this  nature,   which,  in  all  probability,  would 
have  induced  them  to  refign  all  profpect  of  advan* 
tage  from  the  profecution  of  fuch  a  traffick. 
Confe-          Befides  the  univerfal  clamour  excited  in  Holland, 
fences  be-  ancj  t}le  famous  memorial  prefented  to  the  States 
B^rift/  '  General,  which  we  have  already  mentioned  in  ano- 
ambafia-    ther  place,  a  deputation  of  merchants  waited  four 
dor  and      times  fucceffively  on  the  Princefs  Regent,  to  ex- 

the  States  piajn  tnejr  grievances,  and  demand  her  concurrence 

General,     f  &.  £  r  c 

in  augmenting  the  navy   tor  the  prdervation  of 

their  commerce.  She  promifed  to  interpofe  her 
beft  offices  with  the  court  of  Great  Britain  ;  and 
thefe  co-operating  with  reprefentations  made  by 
the  States  General,  the  Englifh  miniiler  was  em- 
powered to  open  conferences  at  the  Hague,  in  or- 
der to  bring  all  matters  in  difpute  to  an  amicable 
accommodation.  Thefe  endeavours,  however, 
proved  ineffectual.  The  Britifh  cruifers  continued 
to  take,  and  the  Britim  courts  to  condemn,  all  Dutch 
vefiels  containing  the  produce  of  the  French  fugar 
iflands.  The  merchants  of  Holland  and  Zealand 
renewed  their  complaints  with  redoubled  clamour, 

and 
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and  all  the  trading  part  of  the  nation,  reinforced  by  An.  1758- 
the  whole  party  that  oppofed  the  houfe  of  Orange, 
cried  aloud  for  an  immediate  augmentation  of  the 
marine,  and  repriials  upon  the  pirates  of  England. 
The  prince- Is,  in  order  to  avoid  extremities,  was 
obliged  not  only  to  employ  all  her  perfonal  influ- 
ence with  the  States  -General,  but  alib  to  play  off 
one  faction  againft  another  in  the  way  of  remon- 
ftrance  and  exclamation. 

As  far  back  as  the  month  of  June,  fheprefented  Manage- 
a  memorial  to  the  States  General,  reminding  them,  m"nt  °^ 
that  in  the  beginning  of  the  war  between  France  r  j^n 
an:l  England,  ms  had  adviied  an  augmentation  gent, 
fhould  be  made  ia  their  land-forces,  to  itrengthen, 
the  garriibns  of  the  frontier  towns,  and  cover  the 
territories  of  the  republic  from •  invafion.  She 
gave  them  to  underitand,  that  the  provinces  of 
Gueldres  and  OveryfTel,  intimidated  by  the  proxi- 
mity of  two  formidable  armies,  had  reiblved  to  de- 
mand, that  the  augmentation  of  their  land-forces 
mould  be  taken  i.uo  confideration  by  the  other 
provinces  \  and  r-qudled  her  to  reinforce  their  fe- 
licitations that  this  meaiure  might  immediately 
take  place.  This  requeft,  (he  faid,  me  the  more 
readily  granted,  as  me  could  not  but  be  fcnfible  of 
the  imminent  danger  that  threatened  the  republic, 
especially  fince  the  Hanoverian  army  had  paflcd  the 
Rhine  •,  and  as  it  behoved  the  (late  to  put  ittelf  in 
a  condition  to  hinder  either  army  from  retiring  into 
the  territories  of  the  republic,  if  it  mould  be  de- 
feated •,  for,  in  that  call-,  the  conqueror  being  au- 
thorized to  purfue  his  enemy  wherever  he  can  find 
him,  would  bring  the  war  into  the  heart  of  their 
country.  This  reprefentation  had  no  other  effect 
than  that  of  fuipcnding  the  mcafufe  which  each 
Numb.  19.  C  c  party 
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An.  1758.  party  propoied.  The  princefs,  in  heranfwer  to  the 
fourth  deputation  of  the  merchants,  declared  that 
fhe  beheld  the  prefent  Hate  of  their  trade  with  the 
moft  anxious  concern  ;  that  its  want  of  protection 
was  not  her  fault,  but  that  of  the  towns  of  Dort, 
Haarlem,  Amfterdam,  Torgau,  Rotterdam,  and 
the  Brille,  to  whofe  conduct  it  was  owing,  that  the 
forces  of  the  ftate,  by  fea  and  land,  were  not  now 
on  a  better  footing.  The  deputies  were  afterwards 
referred  to  her  minifter  Mr.  de  la  Larrey,  to  whom 
they  reprefented,  that  the  augmentation  of  the 
land-forces,  and  the  equipment  of  a  fleet,  were 
matters  as  diftinct  from  each  other  as  light  from 
darknefs  :  that  there  was  no  preffing  motive  for  an 
augmentation  of  the  army ;  whereas,  innumera- 
ble reafons  rendered  the  equipment  of  a  fleet  a 
matter  of  the  moft  urgent  neceffity .  In  a  few  days 
-after  this  reprefentation  was  made,  the  princefs,  in 
an  aflembly  of  the  States  General,  requefted  their 
High  Mightineffes,  that  feeing  their  earneft  and 
repeated  efforts  to  induce  the  provinces  of  HoL- 
land,  Zealand,  Friefland,  and  Weft-Friefland,  to 
acquiefce  in  the  propofed  augmentation  of  forces 
by  fea  and  land,  had  not  hitherto  met  with  fuccefs, 
they  would  now  confider  and  deliberate  upon 
fome  expedient  for  terminating  this  affair,  and  the 
fooner  the  better,  in  order,  on  one  hand,  to  fatisfy 
the  ftrong  and  well-grounded  inflances  made  by 
the  provinces  of  Gueldres,  Utrecht,  Overyffel, 
and  Groningen  ;  and,  on  the  other,  to  comply 
with  the  ardent  juft  deiires  expreffed  by  the  com- 
mercial inhabitants  of  the  country.  She  told  them, 
that  the  deputation  which  waited  on  her  confifted 
of  forty  merchants,  a  number  that  merited  atten- 
tion no  lefs  than  the  fpeech  they  pronounced,  of 

which 
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which  a  great  number  of  printed  copies  were  dif-  An.  1758. 
tributed  through  all  parts  of  the  country.  With- 
out making  any  particular  remarks  on  the  ha- 
rangue, me  only  ohferved,  that  the  drift  of  it  did 
not  tend  to  facilitate  the  negotiation  begun  with 
Great  Britain,  nor  to  induce  the  nation  to  prefer  a 
convention  to  a  rupture  with  that  crown.  From 
this  circumllance  me  inferred,  it  was  more  than 
time  to  finifh  the  deliberations  on  the  propofal  for 
augmenting  the  forces  both  by  fea  and  land  ;  a 
meafure,  without  which  (lie  was  convinced  in  her 
confcience  the  ftate  was,  and  would  always  remain, 
expofed  to  all  forts  of  misfortune  and  danger,  both 
now  and  hereafter. 

In  confequence  of  this  interposition,  the  States  Subftance 
General  that  fame  day  fent  a  letter  to  the  flates  of  °^a  letter 
Holland  and  Weft-Friefland,  communicating  the  states 
fentimcnts  of  the  Princefs  Regent,    and   infifting  General 
upon  the   neceflity  of  complying  with  her  propo-  to  the 
fal  of  the  double  augmentation.     They  obferved,   ^lUind 
that  an  augmentation  of  the  land-forces,  for  the  and  Weft- 
defence  of  the  frontiers,   was  unavoidable,  as  well  Friefland, 
as  an  equipment  by  fea  for  the  fecurity  of  com- 
merce :  that  the  flates  of  the  provinces  of  Guel- 
dres,  Utrecht,  Overyfiel,  and  Groningen,  joined 
with  them  in  the  fame  opinion  ;  and  accordingly 
had  infifted,  by  divers  letters  and  propofitions,  on 
thofe  two  points  fo  elTential  to  the  public  intereft. 
They  reprefented  the  danger  of  delay,  and  the  fa- 
tal effects  of  difcord  :  they  propofed,  that  by  a  re- 
ciprocal indulgence  one  party  fhould  comply  with 
the  fentiments  of  the  other,   in  order  to  avoid  a 
fchifm  and  dangerous  divifion  among  the  confede- 
rates, the  confequences  of  which  would  be  very 
deplorable  j  while  the  republic,  in  the  mean  time, 
C  c  2  would 
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An.  1758.  would  remain  in  a  defencelefs  condition,  both  by 
fea  and  land,  and  depend  upon  the  arbitrary  power 
of  its    neighbours.     They  conjured  them,  there- 
fore,   as  they  valued  the  fafety  of  their  country, 
and  all  that  was  dear  to  them  ;  as  they  regarded 
the  protection  of  the  good  inhabitants,    the  con- 
cord and  harmony,  which  at  all  times,  but  efpe- 
*         cially  at   the  prelent  critical  juncture,  was  of  the 
laft   neceffity,    that   they   would    ierioufly    reflect 
upon  the  exhortations  of  her  royal   highnels,    as 
well  as  on  the  repeated  instances. of  the  majority  of 
the  confederates  ;.  and  take  a  wile  and  falutary  re- 
folution,  with   regard  to  the  propcfed  augmenia- 
tion  of  the  land-forces;   fo  that  this  addition,  to- 
gether with  an  equipment  at  fea,  might,  the  fooner 
the  better,  be  unanimoufly  brought  toaconclufion. 
It  was  undoubtedly  the  duty  of  all,    who  wifli- 
ed  well  to  their  country,    to   moderate    the    heat 
and    precipitation  of    thofe,    who,    provoked   by 
their  lofies,  and  Simulated  by  refentmrnt,  endea- 
voured  at  this  period  to  involve  their  nation  in  a 
war  with  Great  Britain.    Had  matters  been  pufhed 
to  this  extremity,  in  a  few  months  the  republic 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  brought  to. 
the  brink  of  ruin.     The  Dutch  were  diftracted  by 
internal   divifions;    they  were  altogether  unpro- 
vided for  hoftilities  by  fea  ;  the  ocean  was  covered 
with   their  trading  veflels  •,  and   the  naval  arma- 
ments of  Great  Britain  were  fo  numerous  and  pow- 
erful, as  to  render  all  refiftance  on  that   element 
equally  vain   and  pernicious.     The  Engliih  could 
not  only  have  fcoured  the  feas,  and  made  prize  of 
all  (hipping,    but  were  alfo  in  a  condition   to  re- 
duce   or   demolifn  all   their    towns  in   Zealand^ 
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Where  they  would  hardly  have  met  with  any  cppo-    An-  »75*« 
fition. 

While  the  operations  of  the  war  were  profecnted  Domcftic 
through  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe,  the  ifland  occur- 
of  Great  Britain,  which  may  be  termed  the  centre  ] 
that  gave  motion  to  this  vaft  machine,  enjoyed  all  Britain. 
the  tranquillity  of  the  moft  profound  peace,  and  faw 
nothing  of  war  but  the  preparations  and  trophies, 
which  ferved  only  to  animate  the  nation  to  a  dcfire 
of  further  conquefl  :  for  the  dejeftion  occafioned 
by  the  misfortune  at  St.  Cas,  ibon  vaniflied  before 
the  profpeft  of  viftory  and  fuccefs.  Confidering 
the  agitation  naturally  produced  among  the  com- 
mon people,  by  the  pradice  of  prefiing  mtn  into 
the  fervice  of  the  navy,  which,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  had  been  carried  on  with  unufual  vio- 
l.'nce  i  the  levy  of  fo  many  new  corps  of  ibldiers,  an:l 
the  endeavou:s  ufed  in  forming  the  national  mili- 
tia, very  few  difturbances  happened  to  interrupt 
the  internal  repofe  of  the  nation.  From  private 
afts  of  malice,  fraud,  violence,  and  rapine,  no 
community  w-hatfoever  is  exempted.  In  the  month 
of  April,  the  temporary  wooden-  bridge  over  the 
Thames,  built  for  the  conver.iency  of  carriages 
and  paficngiTS,  while  the  workmen  mould  be  em- 
ployed jn  widening  and  repairing  London  -Bridge, 
was  malicioufly  ftt  on  fire  in  the  night,  and  con- 
tinued burning  till  noon  next  day,  when  the  ruins 
of  it  fell  into  ths  river.  The  deftrudlion  of  this 
conveniency  proved  very  detrimental  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  -city  •,  notwithilanding  the  vigilancy 
and  dilcretion  of  themagiltrates,  in  applying  reme- 
dies for  this  misfortune.  A  promife  of  the  king's 
pardon  was  offered  in  a  public  advertifcmenr,  by 
C  c  3  the 
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An.  1758.  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  a  reward  of  two  hundred 
pounds  by  the  city  of  London,  to  any  perfon  who 
fhould  difcover  the  perpetrator  of  fuch  a  wicked 
outrage  ;  but  neverthelefs  he  efcaped  -detection. 
No  individual,  nor  any  fociety  of  men,  could  have 
the  lead  intereft  in  the  execution  of  fuchafcheme, 
except  the  body  of  London  watermen  :  but  as  no 
difcovery  was  made  to  the  prejudice  of  any  per- 
fon belonging  to  that  fociety,  the  deed  was  imputed 
to  the  malice  of  fome  fecret  enemy  of  the  public. 
Even  after  a  new  temporary  bridge  was  erected, 
another  attempt  was  made  (in  all  probability  by 
the  fame  incendiary)  to  reduce  the  whole  to  afhes, 
but  happily  mifcarried  -,  and  a  guard  was  appointed 
to  prevent  any  fuch  atrocious  efforts  in  the  fequel. 
Tumult  Dangerous  tumults  were  raifed  in  and  about 
in  Lanca-  Manchefter,  by  a  prodigious  number  of  manufactu- 
fhirc.  rerSj  Wi10  hacj  jeft  Off  working,  and  entered  into  a 
combination  to  raife,  by  force,  the  price  of,  their 
labour.  They  had  formed  a  regular  plan,  and  col- 
lected large  fums  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poorer 
fort,  while  they  refufed  to  work  for  their  families. 
They  infulted  and  abufed  all  thofe  who  would  not 
join  in  this  defection ;  difperfed  incendiary  letters, 
and  denounced  terrible  threats  againil  all  fuch  as 
fhould  preiume  to  oppofe  their  proceedings.  But 
thefe  menaces  had  no  effect  upon  the  magiftrates 
and  juiiices,  who  did  their  duty  with  fuch  difcre^ 
tion  and  courage,  that  the  ringleaders  being 
fmgled  out,  and  punifhed  by  law,  the  reft  were 
foon  reduced  to  order. 

Trial  of  *n  l^e  mon$l  of  June  Florence  Henfey,  an  ob- 
Dr.  Hen-  fcure  phyfician,  and  native  of  Ireland,  who  had 
%•  been  apprehended  for  treafonable  practices,  was 

tried 
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tried  at  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  on  an  indict-  An.  1758. 
ment  for  high  treafon.     In  the  courfe  of  the  trial 
it  appeared,   that  he  had  been  employed  as  a  fpy 
for  the  French  miniflry  ;   to  which,   in  confidcra- 
tion  of  a  paultry  penfion,   he   lent  intelligence  of  • 

every  material  occurrence  in  Great  Britain.     The 
correfpondence  was  managed  by  his  brother,  a  Je- 
fuit,  who  acted   as  chaplain   and  fecretary  to  the 
Spanilh  ambaflfador  at  the  Hague.    The  Britifh  re- 
fident  at  that  court,  having  learned  from  the  Spa- 
nifli  minifter   fome    fecrets  relating   to  England, 
even  before  they  were  communicated  to  him  from 
theEnglilh  miniflry,  was  induced  to  fet  on  foot  an 
inquiry  touching  the  fource  of  this  information  ; 
and  loon  received  an  affurance,  that  the  fecretary 
of  the  Spanifh  ambafiador  had  a  brother,   a  phyfi- 
cian,  at  London.     The  fufpicion,  naturally  arifing 
from  this  circumftance,   being  imparted  to  the  mi- 
niftry  of  England,   Henfey  was  narrowly  watched, 
and  twenty-nine  of  his  letters  were   intercepted. 
From  the  contents  of  thefe  he  was  convicted  of 
having  given  the  French  court  the  firlt  notice  of 
the  expedition  to  North  America,   the  capture  of 
the  two  (hips  Alcide  and  Lys,  the  failing  and  defti- 
nation  of  every  fquadron  and  armament,  and  the 
difficulties  that  occurred  in  railing  money  for  the 
fervice  of  the  public.    He  had  even  informed  them 
that  the  fecret  expedition  of  the  foregoing  year 
was   intended   againft  Rochfort  •,    and  advifed  a 
defcent  upon  Great  Britain,  at  a  certain  time  and 
place,  as  the  mod  effectual  method  of  diftreffing 
the  government,   and  affecting  the  public  credit. 
After  a  long  trial  he  was  found  guilty  of  treafon, 
and  received  the  ftntence  of  death  ufually  pro- 
C  c  4  nounced 
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An.  1758.  nounced  on  fuch  occafions  :  but  whether  he  earned 
forgivenefs  by  Ibme  material  difcovery,  or  the  mi- 
nifter  found  him  fo  infenfible  and  infignificant  that 
he  was  afhamed  to  take  his  life,  he  efeaped  execu- 
tion, and  was  pardoned,  on  condition  of  going  into 
perpetual  exile. 

Trial  of          The  feverity  of  the  g 1  was  much  about  the 

Dr.  Sheb-   fame  periocj  exercifed  on  Dr.  Shebbeare,  a  public 
bcare.  .  r    .         c 

writer,  who,   in  a  fenes  or  pnnted  letters  to  ths 

people  of  England,  had  animadverted  on  the.  con- 
dud:  of  the  m- y  in  the  moil  acrimonious  terms, 

ib'gmatized  fome  great  names  with  all  the  viru- 
lence of  cenfure,  and  even  affaulted  the  t ne  it- 

felf  with  oblique  infmuation   and  ironical  fatire. 

The  m y,   incenfed  at  the  boldnefs,  and  flill 

more  enraged  at  the  fuccefs  of  this  author,  whofe 
writings  were  bought  with  avidity  by  the  public, 
determined  to  punifli  him  ieverely  for  his  arro- 
gance and  abnfe ;  and  he  was  apprehended  by  war- 
rant from  the  fecretary's  office.  His  fixth  letter  to 
the  people  of  England  was  pitched  upon  as  the 
foundation  of  a  profecution.  After  a  fhort  trial,  in 
the  court  of  King's  Bench,  he  was  found  guilty  of 
having  writ  the  fixth  letter  to  the  people  of  Eng- 
.  land,  adjudged  a  libellous  pamphlet,  fentenced  to 
{land  in  the  pillory,  to  pay  a  fmall  fine,  to  be  im- 
prifoned  three  years,  and  give  fecurity  for  his  fu- 
ture good  behaviour:  fo  that,  'in  effect,  this  man 
fuffered  more  for  having  given  vent  to  the  un- 
guarded efFufions  of  miftakcn  zeal,  couched  in  the 
language  of  paflion  and  fcurrility,  than  was  inflicted 
upon  Henfey,  a  convicted  traitor,  who  had  acted 
as  a  fpy  for  France,  and  betrayed  his  own  country 
for  hire. 

Amidft 
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Amidft  a  variety  of  crimes  and  diforders,  arifing   An-  !758- 

from  impetuofity  of  temper,  unreined  paffion,  luxu-   Inftitu- 

tion  of 
charities. 


ry,  extravagance,  and  an  i-.lmoft  total  want  of  police   t 


and  fubordi  nation,   the  virtues  of   benevolence  are 
always  fpringing  up  to  an  extraordinary  growth  in 
the  Britifh  foil  j  and  here  charities  are  often  elta- 
blifhed  by  the  humanity  of  individuals,   which  in 
any  other  country  would   be  honoured  as  national 
institutions :  witnels  the  great  number  of  hofpitals 
and  infirmaries  in  London  and  Weftminfler,  creel- 
ed and  maintained  by  voluntary  contributions,   or 
railed  by  the  princely  donations  of  privare  foun- 
ders.    In  the  courfe  of  this  year  the  public  began 
to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  ieveral  admirable  inftitu- 
tions.     Mr.  Henry  Raine,  a  private  gentleman  of 
Middlefex,  had  in  his  life-time  built  and  endowed 
an   hofpital   for   the    maintenance  of   forty  poor 
maidens.     By  his  will  he  bequeathed  a  certain  fum 
of  money  to  accumulate  at  interefl,  under  the  ma- 
nagement of  truilees,    until    the  yearly  produce 
mould  amount  to  two  hundred  and  ten  pounds,  to 
be  given    in    marriage-portions    to    two   of   the 
maidens  educated  in  his  hofpital,  at  the  age  of 
twenty- two,  who  mould  be  the  belt  recommended 
for  piety  and  induftry  by  the  maflers  or  miftrefies 
whom  they  had  ferved.     In  the  month  of  March, 
the  fum  deftined  for  this   laudable  purpofe  was 
completed-,  when  the  truflees,  by  public  advertife- 
ment,  fummoned  the  maidens  educated  in  the  hof- 
pital to  appear  on  a  certain  day,  with  proper  certi- 
ficates of  their  behaviour  and  circumftances,  that 
fix  of  the  moll  deferving  might  be  felefted  to  draw 
lots  for  the  prize  of  one  hundred  pounds,   to  be 
payed  as  her  marriage-portion,  provided  fhe  mar- 
ried 


4io  HISTORY    OF    EN  GLAND. 

An.  1758.  Hed  a  man  of  an  unblemiflied  character,  a  member 
of  the  church  of  England,  refiding  within  certain 
fpecified  parifhes,  and  approved  by  the  trnitees. 
Accordingly  on  the  firft  of  May  the  candidates  ap- 
peared ;  and  the  prize  being  gained  by  one  young 
woman,  in  prefence  of  a  numerous  affembly  of  all 
ranks,  attracted  by  curiofity,  the  other  five  maidens, 
with  a  fixth,  added  in  lieu  of  her  who  had  been 
fuccefsful,  were  marked  for  a  fecond  chance  on  the 
fame  day  of  the  following  year,  when  a  fecond 
prize  of  the  fame  value  would  be  prefented :  thus 
a  new  candidate  will  be  added  every  year,  that 
every  maiden  who  has  been  educated  in  this  hof- 
pital,  and  preferved  her  character  without  reproach, 
may  have  a  chance  for  the  noble  donation,  which  is 
alfo  accompanied  with  the  fum  of  five  pounds  to 
defray  the  expence  of  the  wedding  entertainment. 
One  fcarce  knows  whether  moft  to  admire  the  plan, 
or  commend  the  humanity  of  this  excellent  infti- 
tution. 

Magda-  Of  equal  and  perhaps  fuperior  merit  was  another 
len-hofpi-  charitable  eftabli foment,  which  alfo  took  effect 
Afvlurn  a^out  tn^s  period.  A  fmall  number  of  humane 
individuals,  chiefly  citizens  of  London,  deeply  af- 
fected with  the  fituation  of  common  proftitutes, 
who  are  certainly  the  moil  forlorn  of  all  human 
creatures,  formed  a  generous  refolution  in  their 
favour,  fuch  as  even  the  beft  men  of  the  kingdom 
had  never  before  the  courage  to  avow.  They  con- 
fidered  that  many  of  thofe  unhappy  creatures,  fo 
wretched  in  themfelves,  and  fo  productive  of  mif- 
chief  to  fociety,  had  been  feduced  to  vice  in  their 
tender  years  by  the  perfidious  artifice  of  the  other 
fex,  or  the  violence  of  unruly  pa{Tion3  before  they 

had 
'  '••'. 
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had  acquired  experience  to  guard  againft  the  one,   An.  1758, 
or  forefight  to  perceive  the  fatal  confequences  of 
the  other  -,    that  the  jewel,  reputation,   being  thus 
irretrievably  loft,  perhaps  in  one  unguarded  mo- 
ment, they  were  covered  with  fhame  and  difgrace, 
abandoned  by  their  families,  excluded  from  all  pity, 
regard,  and  affiftance  •,  that,   flung  with  felf-con- 
viction,   infulted  with  reproach,  denied  the  privi- 
lege of  penitence  and  contrition,   cut  off  from  all 
hope,  impelled  by  indigence,  and  maddened  with 
defpair,  they  had  plunged  into  a  life  of  infamy,  in 
which  they  were  expofed  to  deplorable  vicifiitudes 
of  mifery,  and  the  moil  excruciating  pangs  of  re- 
flection that  any  human  beings  could  fuftain  :  that 
whatever  remorfe  they  might  feel,  howfoever  deteft 
their  own  vice,  or  long  for  an  opportunity   of 
amendment,    they  were   intirely  deflitute   of  all 
means  of  reformation  :  they  were  not  only  deprived 
of  all  poflibility   of  profiting    by  thofe  precious 
moments  of  repentance,  and  becoming  again  ufe- 
ful  members  of  fociety-,  but,  in  order  to  earn  a 
miierable  fubfiftence,  were  obliged  to  perfevere  in 
the  paths  of  'proftitution,  and  act  as  the  inftru- 
ments  of  heaven's  vengeance  in  propagating  dif- 
k      temper  and  profligacy,   in  ruining  the  bodies  and 
debauching  the  minds  of  their  fellow  creatures. 
Moved  to  fympathy  and  companion  by  thefe  con- 
fiderations,   this  virtuous  band  of  affbciates  deter- 
mined to  provide  a  comfortable  afylum  for  female 
penitents,  to  which  they  might  fly  for  flicker  from 
the  receptacles  of  vice,  the  miferies  of  life,  and  the 
fcorn  of  mankind  -,  where  they  might  indulge  the 
falutary  fentiments  of  remorfe,    make  their  peace 
with  heaven,  accu-ftom  themfdves  to  induftry  and 

tcm- 
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An.  1758.  temperance,  and  be  profitably  reunited  to  fociety, 
from  which  they  had  been  fo  unhappily  difTevered. 
The  plan  of  this  excellent  inflituuon  being  formed, 
was  put  in  execution  by  means  of  voluntary  fubfcrip- 
tion,  and  the  houfe  opened  in  Goodman's- fields, 
under  the  name  of  the  Magdalen-  hofpital,  in  the 
month  of  .Auguftj  when  fifty  petitions  were  pre- 
fented  by  penitent  proflitutes,  foliciting  admittance. 
Another  aiylum  was  alfo  opened  by  the  hand  of 
private  charity,  on  the  Surry-fide  of  Weftminfter- 
bridge,  for  the  reception  and  education  of  female 
orphans,  and  children  abandoned  by  their  parents : 
and  no  doubt  the  managers  of  both  will  be  enabled, 
by  the  contributions  of  the  tender-hearted  and 
humane,  to  extend  their  protection  over  every  ob- 
ject labouring  under  thofe  fpecies  of  diftrefs  which 
they  propofe  to  relieve. 

Society  Nor  was  encouragement  refuted  to  thofe  who 
for  the  diflinguifhed  themfelves  by  extraordinary  talents 
rnent°of  *n  any  brancn  of  the  liberal  and  ufeful  arts  and 
arts.  fciences,  though  no  Maecenas  appeared  among  the 
minifcers,  and  not  the  leaft  ray  of  patronage  glim- 
mered from  the  throne.  The  protection,  coun- 
tenance, and  gratification,  fecurtrd  in  other  coun- 
tries by  the  inttitution  of  academies,  and  the  libe- 
rality of  princes,  the  ingenious  in  England  derived 
from  the  generofity  of  a  public,  endued  with  taiie 
and  fenfibility,  eager  for  improvement,  and  proud 
of  patronizing  extraordinary  merit.  Several  years 
had  already  elapfed  fince  a  fociety  of  private  per- 
ibns  was  inftituted  at  London,  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  arts,  manufactures,  and  commerce.  It 
confided  of  a  prefident,  vice-prefident,  fecretary, 
regifter,  collector,  and  other  officers,  elected  from 

a  very 
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a  very  confiderable  number  of  members,  who  payed   AB-  »?$*• 
I  a  certain  yearly  contribution  for  the  purpofes  of  the 
inftitution.     In  the  cou:le  of  every  year  they  held 
eight  general  meetings  in  a  large  aflembly  room, 
-  built  and  furniihrd  ac  the  common  expence  -,  be- 
fides  the   ordinary  meetings  of  the  focicty,   held 
every  week,  from  the  fecond  Wedrufday  in  Novem- 
ber to  the  lalt  Wtdneiclay  of  May  •,  and,  in  the  in- 
termediate time,  on  the  firft  and  third  Wednefday 
of  every  month.     At  thefe  ordinary  meetings,  pro- 
vided the  number  then  prelent  exceeded  ten,  the 
members  had  a  right  to  proceed  upon  bufmefs,  and 
power  to  appoint  fuch  committees  as  they  fhould 
think  necefTary.     The  money  contributed  by  this 
aiTociation,  afcer  the  neceliary  expence  of  the  (b- 
ciety  had   been  deducted,   was  expended  in  pre- 
miums for  planting  and  huibandryj  for  difcovcries 
and  improvements  in  chemiftry,  dying,  and  mine- 
ralogy, for  promoting  the  ingenious  arts  of  draw- 
ing, engraving,    calling,   painting,    (tatuary,   and 
fculpture  •,  for  the  improvement  of  manufactures 
and  machines  in  the  various  articles  of  hats,  crapes, 
druggets,  mills,  marbled  paper,  fhip-blocks,  fpin- 
ning-wheels,  toys,   yam,   knitting,  and  weaving. 
They  likewife  allotted  turns  for  the  advantage  of 
the  Britifli  coionif s  in  America ;  and  bellowed  pre- 
miums on  tliole  fettlei s  who  fhould  excel  in  curing 
cochiru  a!,  planting  logwood- trees,  cultivatingolivt- 
trees,     prr.ducing   myrtle-wax,    making    pot-afh, 
preferving  raifins,  curing  lafflower,  making  fiikand 
v.inr?,    importing   fturgeon,    preparing    iiinglals, 
planting  iiemp  and  cinnamon,   extracting  opium 
and    the    gum  of    the    p^rfi.T.on-trce,    collecting 
Hones  of  the  ir.an^    whkh  liquid   be  found  tv) 
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An.  1758.  vegetate  in  the  Weft  Indies;  raifmg  (ilk -graft, 
and  laying  out  provincial  gardens.  They  more- 
over allowed  a  gold  medal,  in  honour  of  him  who 
mould  com  pole  the  beft  treatife  on  the  arts  of 
peace,  containing  an  hiftorical  account  of  the  pro- 
grefllve  improvements  of  agriculture,  manufac- 
tures, and  commerce  in  the  kingdom  of  England, 
with  the  effects  of  thofe  improvements  on  the  mo- 
rals and  manners  of  the  people,  and  pointing  out 
the  moft  proper  means  for  their  future  advance- 
ment. In  a  word,  the  fociety  is  fo  numerous,  the 
contributions  fo  confiderable,  the  plan  fojudiciouf- 
ly  laid,  and  executed  with  fuch  difcretion  and  fpi- 
rit,  as  to  promife  much  more  effectual  and  exten- 
five  advantage  to  the  public,  than  ever  accrued 
from  all  the  boafted  academies  of  Chriftendom. 

The  artifts  of  London  had  long  maintained  a 
private  academy  for  improvement  in  the  art  of 
drawing  from  living  figures ;  but,  in  order  to  ex- 
tend this  advantage,  which  was  not  attained  with- 
out difficulty  and  expence,  the  duke  of  Richmond, 
a  young  nobleman  of  the  moft  amiable  character, 
provided  a  large  apartment  at  Whitehall  for  the  ufe 
of  thofe  who  ftudied  the  arts  of  painting,  fculp- 
ture,  and  engraving;  and  furnimed  it  with  a  col- 
lection of  original  plaifter-cafts  from  the  beft  an- 
tique ftatues  and  bufts  at  Rome  and  Florence. 
Here  any  learner  had  liberty  to  draw,  or  make  mo- 
dels, under  the  eye  and  inftruction  of  two  eminent 
artifts ;  and  twice  a  year  the  munificent  founder 
bellowed  premiums  of  filver  medals  on  the  four 
pupils  who  excelled  the  reft  in  drawing  from  a 
certain  figure,  and  making  the  beft  model  of  it  in 
bafib  relievo.  Over  and  above  thefe  inftitutions, 
i  Mr. 
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Mr.  Finch  and  Mr.  Townftiend,  animated  with  a  lau-  An*  I7$** 
dable  zeal  for  the  improvement  of  learning,  beftow- 
ed  confiderable  prizes  upon  the  two  fenior  batchelors 
Of  arts,  and  the  two  middle  batchelors,  in  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Cambridge,  who  mould  compofethe  beft 
cxerciles  in  Latin  profe,  to  be  recited  in  public. 

Among  other  tranfa&ions  that  dillinguifh  the  Remarka- 
hiftory  of  Great  Britain,  fcarce  a  year  glides  away  ble  trau- 
without  producing  fome    incident,   that  ftrongly  fa^n 
marks  the  fingular  character  of  the  Englim  nation,    [otbc^ 
A  very  extraordinary   inftance  of  this  nature,   re-   duke  of 
lating  to  the  late  duke  of  Marlborough,  we  (hall  Marllx*- 
record  among  the  events  of  this  year,  although  it  l 
derived  its  origin  from  the  latter  end  of  the  laft, 
and  cannot  be  properly  enumerated  among   thofe 
occurrences  that  appertain  to  general  hiltory  ;  but 
as  it  was  attended  with  many  curious  circumftances, 
the  reader  will  excufe   the   digreffion.     Towards 
the  end  of  November,  in  the  preceding  year,  the 
abovernentioned  nobleman  received,  by  the  pod,  a 
letter  directed  "  To  his  grace  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough,   with  care  and  ipeed,"  and  containing 
this   addrefs  ;  "  My  lord,  As  ceremony  is  an  idle 
thing  upon  mofl  occafions,  more  efpecially  to  per- 
fons  in   my  (late  of  mind,  I  (hall  proceed  imme- 
diately to  acquaint  you  with  the  motive  and  end  of 
addreffing  this  epiftle  to  you,  which  is  equally  in- 
terefting  to  us  both.     You  are  to  know  then,  that 
my  prefent  fituation  in  life  is  fnch,   that  I  (hould 
prefer  annihilation  to  a  continuance  in  it.  Defperate 
difeafes  require   delperate  remedies  •,  and  you  are 
the  man  I  have  pitched  upon,  either  to  make  me 
or  unmake  yourlelf.     As  I  never  had  the  honour 
to  live  among  the  great,  the  tenour  of  my  propo- 

fols 
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An.  1758.  fals  will  not  be  very  courtly  ;  but  let  that  bean  ar- 
gument to  enforce  a  belief  of  what  I  am  now  go- 
ing to  write.  It  has  employed  my  invention  for 
fome  time,  to  find  out  a  method  of  deflroying  ano- 
ther without  expofing  my  own  life' :  that  I  have 
accomplifhed,  and  defy  the  law.  Now,  for  the  ap- 
plication of  it.  I  am  defperate,  and  muft' be  pro- 
vided for.  You  have  it  in  your  power  ;  it  is  my 
bufmefs  to  make  it  your  inclination  to  ferve  me  -, 
which  you  muil  determine  to  comply  with,  by 
procuring  me  a  genteel  fupport  for  my  life,  or 
your  own  will  be  at  a  period  before  this  feffion  of 
parliament  is  over.  I  have  more  motives  than  one 
for  fingling  you  out  upon  this  occafion ;  and 
I  give  you  this  fair  warning,  becaufe  the  means  I 
fhall  make  ufe  of  are  too  fatal  to  be  eluded  by  the 
power  of  phyiic.  If  you  think  this  of  any  con- 
fequence,  you  will  not  fail  to  meet  the  author  on 
Sunday  next,  at  ten  in  the  morning,  or  on  Monday 
(if  the  weather  mould  be  rainy  on  Sunday)  near  the 
firft  tree  beyond  the  {tile  in  Hyde  Park,  in  the 
foot-walk  to  Kenfington.  Secrecy  and  compli- 
ance may  prelerve  you  from  a  double  danger  of 
this  fort,  as  there  is  a  certain  part  of  the  world 
where  yourdeath  has  more  than  been  wimecl  for  upon 
other  motives.  1  know  the  world  too  well  to  truft 
this  fecret  in  any  breaft  but  my  own.  A  few  days 
determine  me  your  friend  or  enemy.  Felton  *. — You 
will  apprehend  that  I  mean  you  mould  be  alone  •,  and 
depend  upon  it,  that  a  difcovery  of  any  artifice  in 
this  affair  will  be  fatal  to  you.  My  fafety  is  in- 

*  The  name  of  the  afiaffin      of  Buckingham,  in  the  reign 
who  poigiiardcd  Villiers  duke      of  Charles  I» 

fured 
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fured  by  my  filcnce,   for  confefilon  only  can  con-  An- 175* 
demn  me.3'     The  duke,  in  compliance  with   this 
flrange  remonftrance,  appeared  at  the  time  and 
place    appointed,   on    horfeback  and   ahne,   with 
piftols  before   him,  and  the  ftar  of  his  order  dif- 
playtd,  that  he  might  be  the  more  eafily  known. 
He  had  likewife  taken  the  precaution  of  engaging 
a  friend  to  attend  in  the  Park  at  fuch  a  diitance, 
however,  as  fcarce  to  be  oblervable.    He  continued 
fome  time  on  the  foot  without  feeing  any  perfon  he 
could  fuipect  of  having  writ  the  letter,   and  then 
rode  away  ;    but  chancing  to  turn  his  head,  when 
he  reached  Hyde- Park  corner,  he  perceived  a  man 
(landing  at  the  bridge,  and  looking  at  the  water, 
within   twenty  yards   of  the  tree   which  was  de- 
fcribc-d  in   the  letter      He  forthwith  rode  bark  at 
a  gentle  pace,  and  patting  by  the  perfon,  expected 
to   be  addreffed ;  but  as  no  advance  of  this  kind 
was  made,  he,  in  rc-pafling,  bo\ved  to  the  ftranger, 
and  afked  if  he  had  not  fomeihing  to  communicate. 
The   man  replying,   "  No,  I  don't  know  you ;" 
the   duke    told  his  name,    adding,    "  Now   you 
know  me,  I  imagine  you  have  fomething  to  fay  to 
me."  But  he  Hill  anfwered  in  the  negative,  and  the 
duke  rode  home.     In  a  day  or  two  after  this  tran- 
faction  another  letter  was  brought  to  him,  couched 
in  the  following  terms  :  "  My  lord,  you  receive 
this  as  an  acknowledgement  of  your  punctuality,  as 
to  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  on  Sunday  laft, 
though  it  was  owing  to  you  it   anfwered  no  pur- 
poie.     The  pageantry  of  being  armed,  and  the  en- 
fign  of  your  order,  were  ufelefs  and  too  confpicuous. 
You  needed  no  attendant  -,  the  place  was  not  cal- 
culated for  mifchief,  nor  was  any  intended.     If  you 
•    Numb.  19.  D  d  walk 
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An.  1758.  wa]k  jn  the  weft  ifle  of  Weftminfter- Abbey,  to- 
wards  eleven  o'clock  on  Sunday  next,  your  faga- 
city  will  point  out  the  perfon,  whom  you  will  ad- 
drefs,  by  afking  his  company  to  take  a  turn  or  two 
with  you.  You  will  not  fail,  on  enquiry,  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  name  and  place  of  abode.  Ac- 
cording to  which  direction,  you  will  pkafe  fend 
two  or  three  hundred  pound  bank-notes,  the  next 
day  by  the  penny  poft.  Exert  not  your  curiofity 
too  early  j  it  is  in  your  power  to  make  me  grateful 
on  certain  terms.  I  have  friends  who  are  faithful, 
but  they  do  not  bark  before  they  bite.  I  am,  &c.  F." 
The  duke  determined,  if  pofiible,  to  unveil 
this  myftery,  repaired  to  the  Abbey  at  the  time 
prefcribed,  and  after  having  walked  up  and  down 
for  five  or  fix  minutes,  faw  the  very  fame  perfon* 
to  whom  he  had  fpoke  in  Hyde-Park,  enter  the 
Abbey  with  another  man  of  a  creditable  appear- 
ance. This  laft,  after  they  had  viewed  fome  of  the 
monuments,  went  into  the  choir,  and  the  other 
turning  back,  advanced  towards  the  duke,  who  ac- 
cofting  him,  afked  if  he  had  any  thing  to  fay  to  him, 
or  any  commands  for  him  ?  He  replied,  "  No,  my 
lord,  I  have  not."  "  Sure,  you  have,"  faid  the 
duke  ;  but  he  perfifted  in  his  denial.  Then  the 
duke  leaving  him,  took  feveral  turns  in  the  ifle, 
while  the  ftranger  walked  on  the  other  fide.  But 
nothing  further  pafled  between  them  -,  and  al- 
though the  duke  had  provided  feveral  perfons  in 
difguife  to  apprehend  the  delinquent,  he  forbore 
giving  the  fignal,  that,  notwithftanding  appearances^ 
he  might  run  no  rifque  of  injuring  an  innocent 
perfon.  Not  long  after  this  fecond  difappoint- 
ment  he  received  a  third  letter^  to  the  following  ef- 

4  fcft; 


GEORGE    II.  419 

feet  :  "  My  lord,  I  am  fully  convinced  you  had  a  Att-  '75*' 
companion  on  Sunday  :  I  interpret  it  as  owing  to 
the  weaknefs  of  human  nature-,  but  fuch  proceed- 
ing is  far  from  being  ingenuous,  and  may  produce 
bad  effects,  whilit  it  is  impoflible  to  anfwer  the 
end  propofed.  You  will  fee  me  again  foon,  as  it 
were,  by  accident,  and  may  eafily  find  where  I  go 
to  ;  in  confequence  of  which,  by  being  fcnt  to, 
I  iliall  wait  on  your  grace  ;  but  expect  to  be  quite 
alone,  and  to  converfe  in  whifpers  :  you  will  like- 
wife  give  your  honour,  upon  meeting,  that  no  part 
of  the  converfation  mall  tranfpire.  Thefe,  and 
the  former  terms  complied  with,  enfure  your  fafe- 
ty  :  my  revenge,  in  cafe  of  non-compliance,  (or 
any  fcheme  to  expofe  me)  will  be  flower,  but  not 
the  lefs  fure  •,  and  ftrong  iufpicion  the  utmoft  that 
can  poffibly  enfue  upon  it,  while  the  chances  would 
be  ten-fold  againft  you.  You  will  pofllbly  be  in 
doubt  after  the  meeting,  but  it  is  quite  neceffary 
the  outfide  fhould  be  a  mafk  to  the  in.  The  family 
of  the  *  Bloods  is  not  extinct,  though  they  are  not 
in  my  fcheme." 

The  expreflion,  "  you  will  fee  me  again  foon, 
as  it  were,  by  accident,"  plainly  pointed  at  the 
perfon  to  whom  he  had  fpoke  in  the  Park,  and 
in  the  Abbey-,  neverthelcls  he  faw  him  not  again, 
nor  did  he  hear  any  thing  farther  of  the  affair 
for  two  months,  at  the  expiration  of  which  the 
poft  brought  him  the  following  letter  :  "  May  it 
pleafe  your  grace,  I  have  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
fon  of  one  Barnard,  a  furveyor  in  Abingdon -build  - 

*  Blood  was   the   name  of     mond,  and  to  fteal  the  crown 
the  ruffian,  who,  in  the  reign      from  the   Jewel-office  in^the 
of  Charles  II.  endeavoured  to      Tower, 
affkffinate  the   duke  of  Qr- 

D  d  2  ings, 
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An.  1758.  ings,  Weftminfter,  is  acquainted  with  fome  fecreta 
that  nearly  concern  your  iafety :  his  father  is  now 
out  of  town,  which  will  give  you  an  opportunity  of 
queftioning  him  more  privately  ;  it  would  be  ufe- 
lefs  to  your  grace,  as  well  as  dangerous  to  me,  to 
appear  more  publicly  in  this  affair.  Your  fincere 

friend,  Anonymous. He    frequently    goes   to 

Storey's  Gate  coffee-houfe." In  about  a  week  af- 
ter this  intimation  was  received,  the  duke  fent  a 
perfon  to  that  coffee-houfe  to  enquire  for  Mr.  Bar- 
nard, and  tell  him  he  would  be  glad  to  fpeak  to 
him.  The  meflage  was  delivered,  and  Barnard  de- 
clared he  would  wait  on  his  grace  next  Thurfday, 
half  an  hour  after  ten  in  the  morning.  He  was 
punctual  to  his  appointment,  and  no  fooner  ap- 
peared than  the  duke  recognized  him  to  be  the  per- 
fon to  whom  he  had  fpoke  in  the  Park  and  the  Ab- 
bey. Having  conducted  him'  into  an  apartment, 
and  fhut  the  door,  he  afked,  as  before,  if  he  had 
any  thing  to  communicate ;  and  was  anfwered,  as 
formerly,  in  the  negative.  Then  the  duke  repeated 
every  circumftance  of  this  ftrange  tranfaction  ;  to 
which  Barnard  liftened  with  attention  and  furprife, 
yet  without  exhibiting  any  marks  of  conicious 
guilt  or  confulion.  The  duke  obferving,  that  it  was 
matter  of  aftonifhment  to  fee  letters  of  fuch  im- 
port written  with  the  correctnefs  of  a  fcholar,  the 
other  replied,  that  a  man  might  be  very  poor  and 
very  learned  at  the  fame  time.  When  he  faw  the 
fourth  letter,  in  which  his  name  was  mentioned, 
with  the  circumilance  of  his  father's  ablence,  he 
faid,  "  It  is  very  odd,  my  father  was  then  out  of 
town."  An  exprefTion  the  more  remarkable,  as 
the  letter  was  without  date,  and  he  could  not,  as  an 

mno- 
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innocent  man,  be  fuppofed  to  know  at  what  time  An.  175!, 
it  was  written.  The  duke  having  made  him  ac- 
quainted with  the  particulars,  told  him,  that 
if  he  was  innocent  he  ought  to  life  his  endeavours 
to  detect  the  writer  of  the  letters,  efpecially  of 
the  lail,  in  which  he  was  exprefly  named.  To  this 
admonition  he  returned  no  other  anfwer  but  a  fmile, 
and  then  withdrew. — He  was  afterwards  taken  into 
cuftody,  and  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  for  fending  a 
threatening  letter,  contrary  to  the  ftatute  :  but  no 
evidence  could  be  found,  to  prove  the  letters  were 
of  his  hand-writing  •,  nor  did  any  preemption 
appear  againft  him,  except  his  being  in  Hyde- 
Park,  and  in  Weftminfler-Abbey,  at  the  time 
and  place  appointed  in  the  two  firft  letters. 
On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Barnard  proved,  that  on 
the  Sunday,  when  he  faw  the  duke  in  Hyde-park, 
he  was  on  his  way  to  Kenfmgton,  on  particular  bu- 
finefs,  by  his  father's  order,  fignified  to  him  that 
very  morning  :  that  he  accordingly  went  thither, 
and  dined  with  his  uncle,  in  company  with  feverai 
other  perfons,  to  whom  he  related  what  had  pafled 
between  the  duke  of  Marlborough  and  him  in  the 
Park  :  that  his  being  afterwards  in  Weftminfter- 
abbey  was  the  effect  of  mere  accident :  that  Mr. 
James  Greenwood,  his  kinfman,  who  had  lain  the 
preceding  night  at  his  father's  houfe,  defired  him 
to  drefs  himfelf,  that  they  might  walk  together  in 
the  Park  •,  and  he  did  not  comply  with  this  requeft 
till  after  much  folicitation  :  that  he  propofed  to  en- 
ter the  Park  without  patting  through  the  Abbey  ; 
but  was  prevailed  on  by  Mr.  Greenwood,  who  ex- 
prefled  a  defire  of  feeing  the  newly  erected  monu- 
ment of  general  Hargrave :  that  as  he  had  former- 
Dd3  Jy 
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An.  1758,  ly  communicated  to  this  friend  the  ftrange  circum- 
ftance  of  the  duke's  {peaking  to  him  in  Hyde- 
park,  Mr.  Greenwood  no  fooner  faw  that  noble- 
man in  the  Abbey  than  he  gave  notice  to  Mr.  Bar- 
nard, who  was  very  fhort-fighted -,  and  that,  from 
his  paffing  them  feveral  times,  concluding  he  want- 
ed to  fpeak  with  Mr.  Barnard  alone,  he  quitted 
him,  and  retired  into  the  choir,  that  they  might 
commune  together  without  interruption.  It  like- 
wife  appeared,  from  undoubted  evidence,  that 
Barnard  had  often  mentioned  openly,  to  his  friends 
and  acquaintance,  the  circumflances  of  what  paffed 
between  him  and  the  duke  in  the  Park  and  in  the 
1  (  Abbey  :  that  his  father  was  a  man  of  unblemimed 
reputation,  ancj  in  affluent  circumilances :  that  he 
himfelf  was  never  reduced  to  any  want,  or  fuch 
exigence  as  might  impel  him  to  any  defperate  me- 
thods of  obtaining  money :  that  his  fidelity  had 
been  often  tried,  and  his  life  always  irreproachable. 
For  thefe  reafons  he  was  acquitted  of  the  crime 
laid-to  his  charge,  and  the  myflery  remains  to  this 
day  undifcovered. 

After  all,  the  author  of  the  letters  does  not  feem 
to  have  had  any  real  defign  to  extort  money,  be- 
caufe  the  fcheme  was  very  ill  calculated  for  that 
purpofe,  and,  indeed,  could  not  poffibly  take  effect, 
without  the  moil  imminent  rifque  of  detection. 
Perhaps  his  aim  was  nothing  more  than  to  gratify  a 
petulance  and  peculiarity  of  humour,  by  alarming 
the  duke,  exciting  the  curiofity  of  the  public,  puz- 
zling the  multitude,  and  giving  rife  to  a  thoufand 
ridiculous  conjectures.  If  any  thing  more  was  in- 
tended, and  the  duke  earneilly  defired  to  know 
\\ic  extent  of  &he  fcheme,  he  might,  when  he  clo- 
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fetted  the  perfon  fufpe&ed,  have  encouraged  him  An.  175? 
to  a  declaration,  by  promifing  inviolable  fecrecy 
on  his  word  and  honour,  in  which  any  man  would 
have  confided  as  a  facred  obligation.  On  the 
whole,  it  is  furprifing  that  the  death  of  the  duke, 
which  happened  in  the  courfe  of  this  year,  was 
never  attributed  to  the  fecret  practices  of  this  in- 
cendiary correfpondent,  who  had  given  him  to  un- 
derftand,  that  his  vengeance,  though  flow,  would 
not  be  the  lefs  certain. 

On  the   twenty- third  day  of  November  both   Meeting 
houfes  of  parliament  met  at  Weftminfter,  when,  of  the 
his*  majefty  being  indifpofed,  the  ieflion  was  opened  l)3llia' 

•  rr  J       I_        I '     J   1  1  i     mcnt' 

by  comrniliion,  and  the  lord-keeper  harangued 
them  to  this  effect.  He  told  them,  his  majefty 
had  directed  the  lords  of  the  cotnrhifTion  to  allure 
his  parliament,  that  he  always  received  the  higheft 
fatisfaclion  in  being  able  to  lay  before  them  any 
events  that  might  promote  the  honour  and  intereft 
of  his  kingdoms :  that,  in  confequence  of  their 
advice,  and  enabled  by  the  afliflance  which  they 
unanimoufly  gave,  his  majefty  had  exerted  his  en- 
deavours to  carry  on  the  war  in  the  mod  vigorous 
manner,  in  order  to  attain  that  dtfirable  end,  al- 
ways to  be  wifhed,  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace  * : 
that  it  had  pleafed  the  Divine  Providence  to  blefs 
his  meafures  and  arms  with  fuccefs  in  feveral  parts  ; 
and  to  make  the  enemies  of  the  nation  feel,  that 
the  ftrength  of  Great  Britain  is  not  to  be  provoked 

*  In  the  month  of  Auguft  tion  for  that  fum  was  opened 

the  king,  in  quality  of  eletlor  at  the  Bank,   and  filled  im- 

of  Hanover,    having  occafion  mediately  hy  feven   or  eight 

for   two    hundred    thoufand  money-dealers  of  London, 
pounds,  a  loan   by  fubfcrip- 
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An.  1758.  with  impunity :  that  the  conqueft  of  the  ftrong 
fortrefs  of  Louifbourg,  with  the  iflands  of  Cape 
Breton  and  St.  John  -9  the  demolition  of  Fronte- 
nac,  of  the  higheft  importance  to  his  operations  in 
America ;  and  the  reduction  of  Senegal ;  could 
not  fail  to  bring  great  diftrefs  on  the  French  com- 
merce and  colonies,  and,  in  proportion,  to  procure 
great  advantage  to  thole  of  Great  Britain.  He  ob- 
ferved,  that  France  had  alfo  been  made  fenfible, 
that  whilft  her  forces  are  fent  forth  to  invade  and 
ravage  the  dominions  of  her  neighbours,  her  own 
coalts  are  not  inaccefiible  to  his  majedy's  fleets  and 
armies :  a  truth  which  me  had  experienced  in  the 
demolition  of  the  works  at  Cherburg,  erected  at  a 
great  expence,  with  a  particular  view  to  annoy  Eng- 
land, as  well  as  in  the  lofs  of  a  great  number  of 
{hips  and  vefTels :  but  no  treatment,  however  in- 
jurious to  his  majefty,  could  tempt  him  to  make 
retaliation  on  the  innocent  fubjects  of  that  crown. 
He  told  them,  that  in  Germany  his  majefty's  good 
brother  the  king  of  Pruffia,  and  prince  Ferdinand 
of  Brunfwick,  had  found  full  employment  for  the 
armies  of  France  and  her  confederates,  from  which 
the  Englifh  operations,  both  by  ft- a  and  in  Ame- 
rica, had  derived  the  mod  evident  advantage; 
their  fuccefles  owing,  under  God,  to  their  able  con- 
duct, and  the  bravery  of  his  majefly's  troops,  and 
thofe  of  his  allies,  having  been  fignal  and  glorious. 
The  king,  moreover,  commanded  them  to  declare, 
that  the  common  caufe  of  liberty  and  independency 
was  ftill  making  noble  and  glorious  efforts  againft 
the  unnatural  union  formed  to  opprefs  it :  that  the 
commerce  of  his  fubjefts,  the  fource  of  national 
riches,  had,  by  the  vigilant  protection  received 
5  from 
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from  his  majefty's  fleet,  flourimed  in  a  manner  not   An.  1758. 
to  be  paralleled  during  fuch  troubles.     In  this  (late 
of  things,    he  faid,     the   king,    in   his   wifdom, 
thought  it  unneceflary  to  ufe  many  words  to  per- 
fuade  them  to  bear  up  againft  all  difficulties,  ef- 
fectually to  ftand  by  and  defend  his  majefty,  vi- 
goroufly  to  fupport  the  king  of  Prufila,  and  the 
reft  of  his  majefty's  allies,  and  to  exert  themfelves 
to  reduce  their  enemies  to  equitable  terms  of  ac- 
commodation.    He  obferved  to  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, that  the  uncommon  extent  of  this  war,  in 
different  parts,  occafioned  it  to  be  uncommonly 
expenfive  :  that  the  king  had  ordered  them  to  de- 
clare to  the  commons,  that  he  fmcerely  lamented, 
and  deeply  felt   for  the  burdens  of  his  people; 
that  the  feveral  eftimates  were  ordered  to  be  laid 
before  them  •,  and  that  he  defired  only  fuch  fup- 
plies  as  mould  be  requifite  to  pufh  the  war  with 
advantage,  and  be  adequate  to  the  necefiary  fer- 
vices.     In  the  lad  place,  he  affured  them  the  king 
took  fo  much  fatisfaction  in  that  good  harmony 
which  fubfifled  among  his  faithful  fubjects,  that 
it  was  more  proper  for  him  now  to  thank  them  for 
it,  than  to  repeat  his  exhortations  to  it :  that  this 
union,  necefTary  at  all  times,  was  more  efpecially  fo 
in   fuch  critical   conjunctures;     and   his  majefty 
doubted  not  but  the  good  effects  the  nation  had 
found  from  it,  would  be  the  ftrongeft  motives  to 
them  to  purfue  it. 

The  reader  will,  no  doubt,  be  furprifed  to  find  Remarks 
this  harangue  abound  with  harfhnefs  of  period, 
and  inelegancy  of  exprefTion  :  he  will  wonder  that, 
in  particularifing  the  fuccefles  of  the  year  in  Ame- 
rica, no  mention  is  made  of  the  reduction  of  fort 

Du 
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.An.  1758.  J3U  Quefne  on  the  river  Ohio;  a  place  of  great 
importance,  both  from  its  ftrength  and  fituation, 
the  erection  of  which  had  been  one  great  motive 
to  the  war  between  the  two  nations :  but  he  will  be 
flill  more  furprifed  to  hear  it  declared  from  the 
throne,  that  the  operations,  both  by  fea  and  in 
America,  had  derived  the  moft  evident  advantage 
from  the  war  in  Germany.  An  aflTertion  the  more 

extraordinary,  as  the  B —  m ,  in  their  anfwer 

to  the  Parallel,  which  we  have  already  mentioned, 
had  exprefly  affirmed,  that  "  none  but  fuch  as  are 
unacquainted  with  the  maritime  force  of  England, 
can  believe.,  that  without  a  diverfion  on  the  conti- 
nent, to  employ  part  of  the  enemy's  force,  me  is 
not  in  a  condition  to  hope  for  fuccefs,  and  main- 
tain her  fuperiority  at  fea.— That  they  muft  be  very 
ignorant,  indeed,  who  imagine  that  the  forces  of 
England  are  not  able  to  refill  thofe  of  France,  un- 
lefs  the  latter  be  hindered  from  turning  all  her  ef- 
forts to  the  fea."  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  the 
B m— -  fhould  declare,  that  the  war  in  Ger- 
many was  favourable  to  the  Engliih  operations  by 
fea,  and  in  America;  and,  almoft  in  the  fame 
breath,  accufe  the  French  king  of  having  fomented 
jihat  war,  Let  us  fuppofe  that  France  had  no  war 
to  maintain  in  Europe ;  and  afk  in  what  manner 
{he,  in  that  cafe,  would  have  oppofed  the  progrefs 
of  the  Britifh  arms  by  fea,  and  in  America  ?  Her 
navy  was  reduced  to  fuch  a  condition,  that  it  durft 
not  quit  her  harbours  :  her  merchant- mips  were  all 
taken,  her  mariners  confined  in  England,  and  the 
fea  was  covered  with  the  Britim  cruifers :  in  thefe 
circumilarices,  what  expedients  could  me  have  con- 
trived for  fending  fypplies  and  reinforcements  to 

Ame- 
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America,  or  for  oppofmg  the  naval  armaments  of  Aa-175 
Great  Britain  in  any  other  part  of  the  world?  None. 
Without  fhipsand  mariners,  her  troops,  ammuni- 
tion, and  (lores  were,  in  this  refpect,  as  ufelefs  as 
money  to  a  man  mip-wrecked  on  a  defolate  ifland. 
But  granting  that  the  war  in  Germany  had,  in  fome 
meafure,  diverted  the  attention  of  the  French  mi- 
niftry  from  the  profecution  of  their  operations  in 
America,   (and  this  is  granting  more  than  ought 
to  be  allowed)  the  queition  is  not,  whether  the 
hoftilities  upon  the  continent  of  Europe  have  pre- 
vented  France   from   fending  a  greater   number 
of  troops   to  Canada  ;    but  whether    the  war  in 
Germany  was  either   neceflhry   or  expedient,  for 
diftreffing  the  French  more  effectually   in  other 
parts  of  the  world?  Surely  every  intelligent  man  of 
candour  muil  anfwer  in   the  negative.     The  ex- 
pence  incurred  by  England  for  fubfidies  and  armies 
in  the  empire,  exceeds  three  millions  iterling  annu- 
ally 5  and  this  enormous  expence,  without  being 
able  to  protect  Hanover,  has  only  ferved  to  keep 
the  war  alive  in  different  parts  of  Germany.    Had 
one  half  of  this  fum  been  employed  in  augment- 
ing and  extending  the  naval  armaments  of  Great 
Britain,  and  in  reinforcing  her  troops  in  America 
and  the  Weft-Indies,  France  would  have  been,  at 
this  day,  deprived  of  all  her  fugar  colonies,  as  well 
as  of  her  fettlements  on  the  continent  of  America.; 
and  being  ablbluttly  cut  off  from  thefe  fources  of 
wealth,  would  have  found  it   impracticable  either 
to  gratify  her  fubfidiaries,  or  to  maintain  fuch  for- 
midable  armies  to  annoy  her  neighbours.     Thefo 
are  truths,  which  will  appear  to  the  conviction  of 
the  public,  when  the  illufive  fyells  of  unfubftan- 
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tial  victory  are  diflblved,  and  time  mall  have  dif- 
perfed  the  thick  mifts  of  prejudice,  which  now 
feern  to  darken  and  perplex  the  underftanding  of 
the  people. 

The  conduct  of  the  admin iftration  was  fo  agree- 
able to  both  houfes  of  parliament,  that  in  their  ad- 
dreis  to  the  throne,  they  exprefied  their  unftiaken 
zeal  and  loyalty  to  his  majefty's  perfon,  congratu- 
lated him  on  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms,  and  promifed 
to  fupport  his  meafures  and  allies  with  fteadinefs 
and  alacrity*.  It  was  probably  in  confequence 

of 


*  That  the  charge  of  dif- 
afFedion  to  the  king's  per- 
fon, which  was  fo  loudly 
trumpeted  by  former  mini- 
ilers  and  their  adherents, 
againft  all  thofe  who  had  ho- 
nefty  and  courage  to  oppofe 
the  meafures  of  a  weak  and 
corrupt  adminiftration,  was 
intirely  falfe,  and  without 
foundation,  appeared  at  this 
juncture,  when  in  the  midft 
of  a  cruel,  oppreflive,  and 
continental  war,  maintained 
by  the  blood  and  treafure  of 
Great  Britain,  all  oppofition 
ceafed  in  both  houfes  of  par- 
liament. The  addrefles  of 
thanks  to  his  majefty,  which 
are  always  didlated  by  the 
immediate  fervants  of  the 
crown,  were  unanimoufly 
adopted  in  both  houfes,  and 
not  only  couched  in  terms 
of  applaufe,  but  even  inflated 
with  exprefiions  of  rapture 
and  admiration.  They  de- 


clared themfelves  fenfible,  that 
the  operations  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, both  by  fea  and  in  A- 
merica,  had  received  the  mod 
evident  and  important  advan- 
tages from  the  maintenance 
of  the  war  in  Germany,  and 
feemed  eager  to  efpoufe  any 
meafure  that  might  gratify 
the  inclinations  of  the  fove- 
reign.  As  the  temper  of  the 
prefent  parliament  is  a  phe- 
nomenon, which  has  not  be- 
fore appeared  fince  the  revo- 
lution, and  we  know  not  how 
long  it  may  be  vifible  in  this 
our  hemifphere,  we  mail,  in 
order  to  mark  it  the  more 
ftrongly,  exhibit  in  this  note 
the  addrefles  of  both  houfes 
verbatim.  That  of  the  peers 
was  in  the  following  terms  : 
"  Moft  gracious  fovereign, 
"  We  your  majefty's  mod 
dutiful  and  loyal  fubje&s,  the 
lords  fpiritual  and  temporal 
in  parliament  aflembled,  beg 
leave 
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leave  to  approach  your  throne, 
with  hearts  full  of  thar  duty 
and  affeclion  to  your  facrtd 
per/on  and  government,  which 
become  the  moft  faithful  fub- 
jefts  to  the  beft  of  kings. 
That  conftant  regard  and  at- 
tention, which  your  majejiy  has 
Jbenjon  to  the  honour  and  intereft 
of  your  kingdoms,  have  filled  our 
minds  with  the  moft  grate- 
ful fentiments ;  and  we  fee 
w-ith  real  fatisfa&ion,  thofe 
adlive  and  vigilant  efforts, 
which  your  majefty,  in  your 
great  luifdom,  has  made  to 
carry  on  the  war  with  vigour, 
in  order  to  the  defirable  end, 
which  we  all  wifli,  a  fafe  and 
honourable  peace.  Juftice  and 
good  policy  required,  that 
our  enemies  mould  feel,  how 
dangerous  it  is  for  them  to 
provoke  thefpirit  andftrength 
of  the  Britifh  nation.  We  ac- 
knowledge, with  becoming 
thankfulnefs,  the  goodnefs  of 
the  Divine  Providence,  in 
having  crowned  your  majef- 
ty's  meafures  and  arms  with 
fuccefs  in  feveral  parts  ;  and 
we  joyfully  congratulate  your 
majefty  on  the  conqueft  of 
the  ftrong  fortrefs  of  Louis- 
bourg,  with  the  iflands  of 
Cape-Breton  and  St.  John, 
the  taking  of  Frontenac,  and 
the  reduction  of  Senegal.  The 
high  importance  of  thefe  fuc- 


cefles  is  apparent,  in  the  re- 
putation thereby  acquired  to 
your  majefty's  arms,  and  in 
the  diftrefs  they  cannot  fail  to 
bring  upon  the  French  com- 
merce and  colonies,  as  well 
as  in  the  happy  effefts  pro- 
cured to  thofe  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. We  have  feen,  with 
the  warmeft  emotions  of  re- 
fentment,  the  exorbitant  de- 
vaftations  committed  by  the 
armies  of  France  upon  the 
dominions  of  your  majefty, 
and  thofe  of  your  allies  in 
Germany.  They  muft  now 
have  experienced  how  much, 
in  conquence  of  their  un- 
bounded ambition  to  invade 
their  neighbours,  their  own 
coafts  are  expofed  in  the  de- 
molition of  their  expenfive 
works  at  Cherbourg,  particu- 
larly intended  for  the  annoy- 
ance of  this  country  ;  and 
in  the  lofs  of  fo  many  (hips 
and  veflels,  as  well  privateers 
as  others,  in  their  ports.  At 
the  fame  time,  we  cannot  fuf- 
ficiently  admire  your  majefty'i 
magnanimity  and  moderation,  in 
not  having  hitherto  retaliated* 
on  the  innocent  fubje&s  of 
that  crown,  the  injurious 
treatment  which  you  have  re- 
ceived. We  have  a  juft  fenfe 
of  the  real  ad-vantages  derived, 
to  the  operationt  of  Great  Britain 
in  particular,  as  well  as  to  the 
common 
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as  the  burthenfome  war,   in  which  the    king   of 

Pruffia 


common  caufe  in  general, 
from  the  wife  conduct  of  the 
king  of  Prufiia,  and  prince 
Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick. 
Their  great  abilities,  and  the 
bravery  of  your  majefty's 
troops,  and  thofe  of  your  al- 
lies, have  been  fignally  con- 
fpicuous  in  the  fuccefles  with 
which  they  have  been  attend- 
ed, and  muft  be  acknow- 
ledged by  all  Europe.  No- 
thing can  poffibly  be  of  great- 
er national  importance  than 
the  navigation  and  commerce 
of  your  fubjecls  ;  and  we 
return  your  majefty  our  duti- 
ful thanks  for  that  protection 
and  fecurity  which  they  have 
received  from  your  royal  care, 
in  the  difpofition  of  your  fleet, 
to  which  their prefentflourilh- 
ing  condition  is  fo  much  ow- 
ing. The  ftagnation  of  our 
enemy's  trade,  and  the  taking 
and  deftroying  fo  many  of 
their  capital  fhips  of  war, 
ought,  in  this  view,  to  be 
reckoned  amongft  the  moft 

happy  events. Permit  us  to 

declare  our  grateful  fenfe  of 
that  paternal  tendernefs  which 
your  majefty  has  exprefled  for 
the  burthens  of  your  people : 
we  receive  from  thence  the 
ftrongeft  encouragement  to 
adhere  the  more  firmly  to  the 
caufe  of  the  proteftant  religion, 
and  public  liberty,  againft  any 


unnatural  union   formed    to 
opprefs  it.     In  this  juft  caufe 
we  will,  to  our  utmoft,  effec- 
tually (land   by    and   defend 
your  majefty  ;  fupport  the  king 
cfPruffia,  and  the  reft  of  your  al- 
lies ;  and  vigorously  exert  our- 
felves  to  reduce  our  enemies  to 
equitable  terms  of  accommo- 
dation. Our  duty  and  fidelity 
to  your  majefty,  and  our  zeal 
for  theproteftantfucceflion  in 
your  royal  family,  are  uniform 
and  unalterable:  our  prayers 
for  the  prolongation  of  your 
precious  life,   and  aufpicious 
reign  over  us,  are  fincere  and 
fervent ;  and  we  beg  leave  to 
give  your  majefty  the  ftrong- 
eft aifurances,    that  nothing 
lhall  be  wanting  on  our  part 
to  improve  union  and  good 
harmony  amongft    all   your 
fubjefts,   for  promoting  and 
fecuring  thefe  interefting  and 
efTential  objects." 

The  addrefs  prefented  by 
the  commons  proceeded  in 
the  following  ftrain  : 

"  Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 
"  We  your  majefty's  moft 
dutiful  and  loyal  fubjecls,  the 
commons  of  Great  Britain  in 
parliament  aflembled,  return 
your  majefty  our  moft  fincere 
and  hearty  thanks  for  the 
fpeech  delivered,  by  your  ma- 
jefty's command,  to  both 
houfes  of  parliament. 

"We 
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««  We  beg  leave  to  con- 
gratulate  your  majefty,  with 
hearts  full  of  the  moft  un- 
feigned joy,  upon  the  many 
fignal  fuccefles,  with  which  it 
has  pleafed  Divine  Providence 
to  blefs  your  majefty's  mca- 
fures  and  arms  in  feveral  parts 
of  the  world  ;  particularly  in 
the  important  conqueft  of  the 
ftrong  fortrefs  of  Louifbourg, 
with  the  iflands  of  Cape  Bre- 
ton and  St.  John  ;  the  taking 
of  Frontenac,  fo  eflential  to 
our  operations  in  North- Ame- 
rica ;  the  reduction  of  the  va- 
luable fettlement  of  Senegal ; 
the  total  demolition  of  the 
harbour  and  works  of  Cher- 
bourg, creeled  at  fo  great  ex- 
pence  by  the  enemy,  with  a 
particular  view  to  annoy  this 
country  ;  and  the  deftruclion 
of  the  (hipping  and  privateers 
in  the  ports  of  France. 
"  Your  majefty 's  faithful  com- 
mons feel,  with  the  higheft 
fatisfa&ion,  how  greatly  thefe 
events  redound  to  the  honour 
and  interefts  of  your  majefty's 
kingdoms,  to  the  upholding 
the  reputation  of  the  Britifti 
arms,  and  to  the  maintaining 
and  extending  the  glories  of 
your  majefty's  reign. 

"  We  have  the  moft  lively 
fenfe  of  thefe  happy  confe- 
quences  (under  God)  of  your 
majefty's  wifdom  in  the  pow- 


erful exertion  of  the  naval 
force  of  thefe  kingdoms,  to 
the  annoyance  and  diftrefs  of 
the  fleets,  trade,  and  naviga- 
tion of  France,  whilft  the 
commerce  of  Great  Britain 
flourifhes  in  full  protection 
and  fecurity ;  and,  at  tht 
fame  time,  of  your  majcfty's 
juftice  and  magnanimity,  irt 
ftc>adily  fupporting  your  al- 
lies, and  in  carrying  on  with 
vigour,  in  all  parts,  this  ar- 
duous and  neceiTary  war.  * 

"  It  is  with  joy  and  admi- 
ration we  fee  the  glorious  ef- 
forts made  in  Germany,  by 
your  majefty's  great  ally  the 
king  of  Prulfta,  and  thofc 
made  by  prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunfwick,  feconded  by  the 
valour  of  your  majefty's 
troops,  and  thofe  of  your  al- 
lies ;  and  that  full  employ- 
ment has  thereby  been  given 
to  all  the  armies  of  France, 
and  of  her  confederates :  from. 
<wbicb,  our  operations,  both  ly 
fea  and  in  America*  ba've  rt- 
ccived  the  mcft  evident  and  im~ 
fortant  ad-vantages. 

"  Permit  us  to  allure  your 
majefty,  that  your  faithful 
commons,  juftly  animated  in 
defence  of  the  rights  of  your 
majefty's  crown,  and  of  the 
protcftant  religion,  and  the 
common  caufe  of  liberty  and 
independency,  againft  the 
din- 
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An.  1758.  multitude  of  enemies  who  attack  his  dominions^ 
he  is  obliged  to  take  new  meafures  with  the  king 
of  England,  for  their  reciprocal  defence  and  fafe- 
ty  ;  and  as  his  Britannic  majefty  hath,  at  the  fame 
time,  fignified  his  earneft  defire  to  ftrengthen  the 
friendfhip  fubfifting  between  the  two  courts,  -and, 
in  confequence  thereof,  to  conclude  a  formal  con- 
vention, for  granting  to  his  Prufllan  majefty  fpeedy 
and  powerful  affiftance,  their  majefties  have  no- 
minated and  authorifed  their  minifters,  to  concert 
and  fettle  the  following  articles.  All  former  trea- 
ties between  the  two  crowns,  particularly  that 
figned  at  Weftminfter  on  the  fixteenth  day  of  Ja- 
nuary, in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty-fix,  and  the  convention  of  the  eleventh  of 
April,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty-eight,  are  confirmed  by  the  prefent  conven- 


dangerous  union  which  hath 
been  formed  to  opprefs  them, 
will  bear  up  again  ft  all  diffi- 
culties, and  exert  themfelves 
to  the  utmoft,  by  granting  to 
your  majefty  fuch  fupplies  as 
mall  be  neceflary,  effectually 
to  ftand  by,  and  defend  your 
majefty,  and  vigoroufly  to 
fupport  the  king  of  Pruflia, 
and  the  reft  of  your  majefty's 
allies ;  firmly  relying  on  the 
wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  your 
majefty,  that  the  fame  will 
be  applied,  in  the  propereft 
manner,  to  pulh  the  war  with 
advantage,  and  to  reduce  the 
enemy  to  equitable  terms  of 
a  fafe,  honourable,  and  laft- 
ing  peace. 


"  We  beg  leave,  alfo,  to 
exprefs  our  moft  grateful  fenfe 
of  the  paternal  fatisfadlion 
your  majefty  takes,  in  that 
good  harmony  which  fubfifts 
amongft  your  faithful  fub- 
je£ls ;  and  of  your  majefty's 
gracious  acceptance  of  the 
untverfal  zeal  and  affection  of 
your  people;  which  falutary 
union  hath  enabled  us  fo  ef- 
fectually to  exert  our  ftrengrh 
abroad,  and  hath  preferved  at 
home  tranquillity,  fafery,  and 
publick  credit ;  and  we  truft, 
that  the  conrimunce  of  the 
fame  truly  nation-it  fpirit  will, 
by  the  blefimg  of  G  )d,  be  at- 
tended with  the  like  happy 
effects  for  the  future." 

tioa 
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tron  of  the  eleventh  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thou-  An-  I7y 
fand  feven  hundred  and  fifty  eight,  are  confirmed 
by  the  preient  convention  in  their  whole  tenor,  as 
if  they  were  herein  inierted  word  for  word.  The 
king  of  Great  Britain  lhall  caufe  to  be  paid  at 
London,  to  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  fhall  be  au- 
thorized by  the  king  of  Pruffia  for  that  end,  the 
fum  of  four  millions  of  rixdollars,  making  fix 
hundred  and  feventy  thoufand  pounds  flerling,  at 
one  payment,  immediately  on  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifica:ions,  if  the  king  of  Pruffia  mail  fo  re- 
quire. His  PrufTian  majefty  fhall  employ  the  laid 
fum  in  fupporting  and  aug'r.enting  his  forces, 
which  fhall  act  in  fuch  manner  as  mail  be  of  the 
greateft  fervice  to  the  common  caufe,  and  contri-' 
bute  molt  to  the  mutual  defence  and  fafety  of  their 
faid  majefties.  The  king  of  Great  Britain,  both 
as  king  and  elector,  and  the  king  of  Prufiia, 
reciprocally  bind  *  themfelves  not  to  conclude, 
with  the  powers  that  have  taken  part  in  the  pre- 
fent  war,  any  treaty  of  peace,  truce,  or  other 
fuch  like  convention,  but  by  common  advice  and 
confent,  each  exprefly  including  therein  the  other. 
The  ratification  of  the  preient  convention  ihall 
be  exchanged  within  fix  weeks,  or  fooner,  if  pof- 
fible. 

In  effect,  this  treaty  was  no  other  than  a  re- 
newal of  the  iubftdy  from  year  to  year,  becaufc 
it  was  not  thought  proper  to  ftipulate  in  the  firft 
fubfidiary  convention  an  annual  fupply  of  fuch 
importance  until  the  war  mould  be  terminated, 
left  the  people  of  England  fhould  be  alarmed  at 
the  proipeft  of  fuch  fucceflive  burdens,  and  the 

NUMB.  XX.  Ee  com- 
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An.  1758.  complaifance  of  the  commons  be  in  fome  future 
feflion  exhaufted.  On  the  whole,  this  i$  perhaps 
the  moft  extraordinary  treaty  that  ever  was  con- 
cluded-, for  it  contains  no  fpecificatidn.of  articles,, 
except  the  payment  of  the  fubfidy;  and  every 
other  article  is  left  to  the  interpretation  of  his 

P—^-n  m y. 

We  mall  conclude  this  volume  with  the  original 
pieces,  publrlhed  by  the  courts  of  Berlin  and  Vien- 
na for  their  mutual  juftification,  that  the  reader 
may  judge  for  himfelf,  and  determine  which  of 
thefe  two  powers  was,  in  fa6l,  the  aggreflbr  in  this 
dreadful  war,  which  hath  defolated  the  faireft  pro- 
vinces in  Germany,  and  fhed  fuch  feas  of  humaa 
blood. 


JUST;- 


GEORGE     II. 

JUSTIFYING   PROOFS, 

Publiflied  by  Authority   at  BERLIN. 
Numb.  I. 

Treaty  cf  Eventual  Partition,  dated  May  18,  1745. 

EXPERIENCE  having  but  too  well  ftiewn  how  far  the 
king  of  Pruflia  carries  his  evil  intentions,  in  order  to  dif- 
turb  the  repofe  of  his  neighbours;  and    that   prince  having 
on  the   one  hand  repeatedly  invaded  and  laid  wafte  the  do- 
jninioas  of  her  majefty  the  queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia, 
andori  the  other  fide  alarmed  his  majeity  the  king  of  Pohnd, 
elector  of  Saxony,  by  divers  menaces,   warlike  preparations, 
and  violently  pafling  through  his  territories,  for  which  it  has 
rot  been  potfiblc  to  obtain  due  fatisfaction  for  time  paft,  nort 
fufficient  fecurity  for  the  future;  ir  has  heen  confidered  that 
this  double  end  cannot  be  obtained  till  the  faid  formidable" 
neighbour  is  reduced  within  narrow  bounds.     For  thefe  rea- 
fons,  his  majefty   the  king  of  Poland,  elector  of  Saxony,  as 
an  auxiliary  ally,  and  her  majefty  the  queen  of  Hungary  and 
Bohemia,  as   a  party  attacked  and  at  war,  have  agreed,  by 
the  prefent  fepnrate  and  fecret  ad,  to  employ  their  joint  ef- 
forts, ^not  only  to  perform  fully  the  act  parted  between  their 
majefties  the -^  of  May,   1744,  and   the  meafures  concerted 
in  confequence  of  the   engagements   entered   into  by  their 
treaty  of  alliance  the   8th  of  January,  1745,  with  the  ma- 
ritime powers  ;  but  likewile,  that  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other  fhall  lay  down  their  arms,  till,  befides  the  conqueft  of 
all  Silefia  and   the  county  of  Glaiz,  the  king  of  Pruifia  be 
farther  reduced. 

And  that  they  may  previoufly  underftand  one  another,  with 
regard  to  the  partition  of  the  couquefts  to  be  made,  leeing 
the  8th  article  of  the  faid  treaty  of  Warlaw  only  fettled  in  ge- 
neral terms,  that  his  majefty  the  king  of  Poland,  elector  of 
Saxony,  is  to  partake  or  the  advantages,  by  having  fuch  ter- 
ritories as  lie  convenient  for  him  ;  ir  has  appeared  neceflary  to 
diftinguiili  the  cafes  that  may  hereafter  happen,  and  to  come 
to  a  right  undedtanding  about  each  of  them. 

Suppofj   then,   that  belides  the  recovery  of  all  Silefia  and 

the  county  of  Glatz,  they  fliould  conquer  from  the  laid  king 

the  durchy  of  Magdeburg,  including  therein  the  circle  ofSaal, 

the  principality   of  Crofien  with  ih:  circle  of  Zullkhau  bc- 

t  e  i  lending 
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longing  thereto,  and  the  fiefs  of  Bohemia  pofleffed  by  that 
king,  and  fituated  in  Lufatia;  namely,  Cotbus,  Peitz,  Storc- 
kan,  Beefkau,  Sommerfeld,  and  other  places  and  diftricts  be- 
longing thereto :  in  this  cafe,  all  Silefia  and  the  county  of 
Glatz,  excepting  Swibus,  muft  return  to  her  majefty  the  queen 
of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  who,  in  exchange,  cedes  all  the 
reft  juft  mentioned,  with  the  diftrift  of  Swibus,  belonging 
othervvife  to  Silefia,  to  his  majefty  the  king  of  Poland,  elector 
of  Saxony. 

Suppofing,  on  the  contrary,  that  befides  the  recovering  of 
all  Silefia  and  the  county  of  Glatz,  they  could  conquer  upon 
the  aggrefibr  no  more  than  the  circle  of  Saal,  the  principality 
of  Croflen,  with  the  circle  of  Zullichau,  and  the  abovemen- 
tioned  fiefs  of  Bohemia  belonging  to  him  in  Lufatia  ;  then 
lii$  Poliili  majefty,  elector  of  Saxony,  fhall  be  content  with 
this  laft  partition  and  the  diftrict  of  Swibus,  leaving  in  like 
manner  to  her  majefty  the  queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia 
all  Silefia  and  the  county  of  Glatz,  Swibus  excepted.  But 
fuppofe,  in  fine,  that  contrary  to  all  expectation,  and  in  fpite 
of  the  joint  efforts  abovementioned,  they  could  conquer,  be- 
fides  the  county  of  Glatz  and  the  whole  of  Silefia,  no  more 
than  the  principality  of  Croflen,  with  the  circle  of  Zullichau, 
and  the  abovefaid  fiefs  of  Bohemia  poflefled  by  the  faid  king 
in  Lufatia  :  in  this  cafe,  his  Polifh  majefty  ihall  have,  befides 
the  principality,  the  circle  and  the  fiefs  juft  mentioned,  the 
diftricl  of  Swibus  otherwife  belonging  to  Silefia. 

And  to  the  end  that  his  majefty  the  king  of  Poland,  elector 
of  Saxony,  whatever  happens  may  be  fo  much  the  more  af- 
fured  of  thefe  laft  acquifitions,  at  the  leaft,  and  in  all  events ; 
her  majefty  the  queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia  engages  in 
the  ftrongeft  and  moft  folemn  manner,  that  his  majefty  the 
king  of  Poland,  elector  of  Saxony,  fhall  have  precifely  the 
fame  fecurities  for  thefe  new  acquifitions,  which  fhe  fhall  or 
may  have  for  the  recovery  of  her  antient  patrimonial  territo- 
ries, that  is  to  fay,  Silefia  and  the  county  of  Glatz  ;  fo  that 
every  thing  is  to  go  on  with  an  equal  pace,  and  that  fhe  muft 
not  fit  down  with  the  pofleflion  of  all  Silefia,  before  his  ma- 
jefty the  king  of  Poland  be  likewife  in  pofTefiion  of  his  mare 
of  the  conquefts. 

To  this  end  the  Saxon  troops  of  his  Polifli  majefty  fhall  re- 
main in  re-conquered  Silefia.  till  his  ftipulated  fhare  be  ef- 
fected, at  leaft  according  to  the  laft  of  the  cafes  abovemen- 
tioned. 

After  which  the  high  contracting  parties  fhall  reciprocally 
guaranty,  both  for  themfelves  and  their  heirs  and  fucceflbrs 

for 
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for  ever,  whatever  has  fallen  to  their  refpectivc  lot,  and  (hall 
endeavour  to  get  the  fame  guarantied  by  their  allies. 

Jn  witncfs  whereof  their  majefties  have  each  figned,  with 
their  own  hand,  a  copy  of  the  fame  tenor  of  this  feparateand 
fecret  act,  in  order  to  he  exchanged  againft  one  another,  and 
have  caufed  their  royal  feals  to  be  affixed  thereto.  Done  at 
Leipfick,  the  i8th  of  May,  1745. 

(L.  S.)     AUGUSTUS  R. 

Numb.  II. 

Tranjlaticn  of   the  fecret  feparate  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peterf- 
bourg,   1-56. 

Her  majefty  the  emprefs-quefn  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia 
declares  that  the  peace  concluded  at  Drefden,  between  her 
and  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruflia,  on  the  25th  of  Decem- 
ber 1745,  fhall  be  obferved,  on  her  part,  wirh  the  hVifteft 
care  and  attention,  and  the  moll  inviolable  fidelity  ;  and  th.it 
flie  will  not,  firft,  depart  from  the  renunciation  of  the  right 
flic  formerly  had,  to  that  part  of  the  duchy  of  Silelia,  and 
to  the  county  of  Glatz,  which  had  been  yielded  up. 

But  if,  contrary  to  the  expectation  and  common  wifli  of 
both  the  contracting  parties,  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pi  uflla 
ihould,  firft,  depart  from  the  faid  peace,  whether  by  hoft'ilely 
attacking  her  majefty  the  F.mprefs-quecn  of  Hungary  and 
Bohemia,  or  her  heirs  and  fucceflors,  or  her  Imperial  mnjcfty 
of  all  the  Ruflias,  or  even  the  republic  of  Poland  ;  and  con- 
fequently,  in  the  one  or  the  other  of  thefe  cafes,  the  faid  Em- 
prefs  queen's  right  to  the  faid  part  of  Silefia,  and  the  county 
of  Glatz,  yielded  up  by  the  abovementioned  peace,  and  thus, 
"her  Imperial  majefty's  guaranty  thereof,  renewed  by  the  fore- 
going firft  and  fccond  articles  of  this  treaty,  fliould  again  take 
place,  and  re  acquire  their  full  force  and  vigor:  both  the 
faid  high  .contracting  parties  have  from  henceforth,  for  that 
fpace  of  time,  agreed  that  in  fuch  an  unexpected  cafe,  but  not 
fooner,  the  faid  guaranty  fhall  be  performed,  and  completely 
fulfilled,  with  this  additional  moft  binding  promife,  that  in  • 
order  to  avert  the  common  danger  of  fuch  an  hoftile  attack, 
they  will  immediately  enter  into  the  molt  clofeand  confiden- 
tial concert;  ftrictly  enjoin  to  their  icfpectivc  minifters  at  fo- 
reign courts  the  fame  mutual  confidence  and  good  undcrftand- 
ing,  and  faithfully  to  communicate  to  each  other  whatever 
either  of  them  lhall  difcover  of  the  enemy's  views,  dcfigns  or 
.intentions :  and  laftly,  hold  in  readinefs,  in  the  bordering  or 
E  e  3  neareft 
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neareft  countries,  \uz.  Her  Roman  Imperial  majefty,  in  Bohe- 
mia, Moravia,  and  the  adjacent  countries  of  Hungary  :  and 
Jher  Ruffian  Imperial  majeily  in  Livenia,  Eftonia,  and  other 
neighbouring  places,  thirty  thoufand  men  at  leaft,  namely, 
twenty  thoufand  foot,  and  ten  thoufand  horfe,  in  fuch  man- 
ner, that  whenever  the  cafe  of  an  hoftile  attack  from  Pruflia, 
upon  either  of  the  parties  fhall  exift,  the  faid  thirty  thou- 
fand men  may,  within  two  months  at  fartheft,  or  at  the 
utmoft  three  months,  after  a  previous  amicable  requisition, 
march  to  the  affiftarice  of  the  party  attacked.  - 

And  whereas  it  iseafy  to  forefee,  that  fixty  thoufand  men 
will  not  be  fufficient*  to  repel  an  hoftile  attack,  to  re-conquer 
the  ceflionsmade  by  the  peace  of  Drefden,  and  to  fecure  the 
public  tranquility  more  eft'edlually  for  the  time  to  come  ;  the 
two  contracting  parties  have  therefore  farther  engaged  them- 
felves   to  each   other,  that   in  the  cafe  aforefaid,  not  only 
thirty  thoufand  men,  but  double   that   number,  viz.  Sixty 
thoufand  men,  that  is  to  fay,  forty  thoufand  foctand  twenty 
thoufand  horfe,  fhall  be  employed  for  that  purpofe  by  each 
contracting  party  ;  and  that,  the  fooner  the  better ;  both  their 
faid  Imperial  majefties   obliging  themfelves,  to. that  end,  to 
affemble  refpeclively,  the  faid  number  of  fixty  thoufand  men, 
as  fpeedily,   as  the  diftance  of  the  leaft  remote  parts,  from 
whence  the  troops  can  be  drawn,  will  poflibly  admit.     The 
troops  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  on  the  part  of  her 
Ruffian  Imperial  majefty,  fhall  be  employed,  as  well  by  knd 
as  by  water,  according  as  the  occafions  (hall  then  be   found 
moft  proper;  but  on    the   part  of  her  Roman  Imperial  ma- 
jefty, they  (hall  be  employed  by  land  only  ;  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, that  the  faid  troops  may  in  the   beginning,  as  mutual 
conveniency  fhall   allow,  and  after  previous  concert,  make  a 
diverfion,  at  one  and  the  fame  time,  in  the  faid  king  of  Pruf* 
fia's  dominions ;  and,  afterwards,  if  poffible,  unite  and  carry 
on   the  operations  with  combined  force.     But  previoufly  to 
fuch  junction,  and   at  the  beginning  of  the  diverfion   to  be 
undertaken,  there  fhall   be   prefent  at  each  army,  a  general 
officer,  exprefly  appointed  by  the  two  contracting  parties,  as 
•well  for  the  fake  of  counfel,  and  concert  about  the  execution 
of  the  operations,  as  forgiving  the  neceflary  intelligence,  and 
to  be  an  eye-witnefs  of  the  operations  fo  to  be  executed. 

And  whereas,  in  contracting  this  heartily  and  well  meant 

engagement,  and  by  fuch  a  powerful  affiftance   to  be  given, 

and  diverfion  to  be   made,  in  favour  of  the  EmpitTs-queen, 

(if  flie  fhould  be  attacked)  her  Ruffian  Imperial  majefty  has 

'  not 
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not  the  leaft  intention  to  make  any  new  conquefts,  upon 
fucb  an  occafion,  or  to  appropriate  them  to  herfelf ;  and,  as 
Hie  has  likewifeconfentid  to  employ  the  aforefaid  fixty  thou- 
fand  men,  hy  water  as  well  as  by  land  ;  and  the  equipment 
of  a  fleet  neceflary  thereto  will  require  a  great  extraordinary 
expence;  which,  confidering  the  advantage,  that  may  be  ex- 
pected from  it,  (as  the  enemy  may  be  more  cffc&uallf  an* 
iioyed,  and  his  forces  more  divided  by  water  than  by  land) 
inuit  be  accounted  an  army  far  exceeding  the  fixty  thoufaod 
men  :  for  thefe  reafons,  her  majefty  the  Emprefs-queen  of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia  obliges  herfelf,  in  order  the  more  fully 
to  demonftrate  her  gratitude,  to  pay,  within  a  year,  (to  be 
reckoned  from  the  time  that  Silcfia  and  Glatz  fhall  be  again 
in  her  pofielfion)  to  her  Imperial  majefty  of  all  the  Ruflias 
two  millions  of  German  florins  ;  from  which  fum,  (he  (hall 
not  be  entitled  to  make  any  deduction,  on  account  of  con- 
tributions, that  may  have  been  raifed  in  the  enemy's  country. 
This  prefent  fourth  fecret  feparate  article  (hall  be  of  the 
fame  force  and  effeft  as  if  it  was  inferted  word  for  word  in  the 
defenfive  treaty  itfclf,  and  had  been  ratified  at  the  fame  time. 
In  witneHj.  whereof  the  undermentioned  minifters  have  figned 
and  icaled  this  at  Peteriburgh,  May  22,  1746. 

(L.  S.)  J.  F.  de  Pretlack, 
(L.  S.)  Alexy  Comtc 

Bcftucheff  Rumin.  (L.  S.)  N.  S.  de  Hohenholtz. 

Numb.  III. 

•Refohttiotts  and  Inftrufilotu  for  the  Count  de  Viced  om,  and  tht 
Sieur  de  Pezold,  at  Sts  Petei  (burgh. 

A  circumftantial  report  having  been  duly  made  to  the  king, 
of  the  contents  of  the  lail  difpatches,  dated  April  18,  19, 
and  2jd,  from  his  pr'wry  counfellor  and  minifter  plenipoten- 
tiary at  the  Imperial  court  of  Rulfia,  the  count  de  \'icedom# 
and  from  his  refident  at  the  fame  court,  the  privy  counfellor 
or  the  cmbafiy,  fieur  de  Pezold,  brought  hither  from  Peterf- 
burgh,  by  the  courier  Confoli,  the  6th  of  December,  and  his 
rnajeffy  having  efpecially  taken  into  confidcration  the  affair 
of  accertioI^  initanrly  demanded  of  him  by  the  two  Impe- 
rial courts,  to  their  new  defenfive  treaty  of  alliance  and  its  fe- 
parate and  ilcret  articles  figned  at  Peterfburgh  the  zzd  May 
1746,  and  afterwards  ratified  by  both  parties,  his  majefty  has 
thought  fit  to  provide  the  abovefaid  two  minifters  in  Ruffia, 

EC    4- 
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with  the  following  heads  of  refolution  and  inftruftion,  which 
,are  to  ferve  them  as  a  rule  to  direct  their  negotiation  and 
conduft  in  this  equally  important  and  delicate  affair. 

1 .  The  high  chancellor  of  Rufiia  having  given  them  to  un- 
derftand,  and  alfo  intimated  the  fame  here  by  his  brother  the 
grand  marfhal,  that   the  two  Imperial  courts  would  be  very 
glad  to  have  theaffair  of  the  king's  acceflion  treated  and  con- 
cluded preferably  at  Peterfburgh,  as   being  the   place  where 
the  defenfive  treaty  of  alliailce  in  queftion,  renewed  between 
them,  was  negociated,  concluded  and  figned ;  his  majefty,  in 
order  to  comply'therewith,  does  for  this  purpofe  provide  the 
count  de  Vicedom  and  the  fieur  de  Pezold  with  the  annexed 
full  power,  together  with  the  claufe,joznffy  and  feparately,   to 
the  end  that  in  cafe  of  abfence,  indifpofition,  or  other  hin- 
drance of  either  of  them,  the  other  may  continue  the  nego- 
tiation by  conferring  neverthelefs  together  and  adling  in  per- 
left  concert. 

2.  They  are  to  make  a  merit  of  this  the  king's  fteadinefs, 
by  obferving  to  the  high  chancellor  and  the  ainbaffador  Prct? 
lack,  that   it   is  an   undoubted  proof  of  his  majerty's  fmcere 
inclination  and  attachment  to  the  two  emprefies,.  preferably 
to  all  other  confederations  that  might  induce  him  to  proceed 
more  warily  in  an  affair  of  this  extent  and  confequence. 

3.  As  the  refident  Pezold  is  beft  acquainted  with  what  paf- 
fcd  near  two  years  ago  between  the  two  courts,  when  the  king 
found  himfelf  within  the  cafe  of  neceflity  to  claim  the  afiiil- 
ance  of  Ruflia,  by  virtue  of  their  defenfive  treaty  of  alliance 
renewed  againft  the  king  of  Prufiia ;  and   the  faid  refident 
iiaving  been  an  eye-vvitnefs  of  the  indifferent,  flow,  and  in- 
fufficient  manner  in  which  they  anfwered  at  the  court  of  Pe- 
terfburgh the  reiterated  requifitions  of  his  majefty,  to  which 
procedure  Saxony  ought  chiefly  to  attribute  its  late  difafters ; 
he  will  do  well  to  put  the  hieh  chancellor  count  de  BeftuchefF 
particularly  in  mind  of  it,  not  fo  much  by  way  of  reproach- 
ing him  with  it,  but  rather  upon  the  foot  of  confidential  re- 
flections, and  to   make  him  acknowledge,  that  it  is  indeed  a. 
very  generous   refolution  in    the  king  to  yield  fo  readily  to 
the  defires  of  the  two  Imperial  courts  ;  and  that  after  what 
lately  happened  to  him  from  the  Ruffian  court,  nothing  but 
his  majefty's  great  confidence  in   him',  the  high  chancellor, 
and  his   prefent  credit  and  power,  could  fo  foon.  have  deter- 
mined him  for  the  acceffion,  in  hopes  that  this  principal  mi- 
nilier  will  think  of  repairing;  what  is  paft,  by  taking  his  mea- 
fures  fo  we.  11  and  fo  early,  that  the  king  mav    hereafter,  in. 
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cafe  of  need,  be  not  only  fuccoured  in  time  and  fufficiently, 
but  alfo  that  his  majefty,  on  the  occafions  of  reciprocal  af- 
fiftance,  may  find  his  account,  indemnification,  and  real  ad- 
vantage. 

4.  As  to  the  principal  treaty  between   the  two  Imperial 
courts,  the  king  is  entirely  difpofed  to  accede  thereto,  with- 
out any  other  reftiiftion  than  that  of  the  number  of  troops, 
which  they  have  reciprocally  ftipulated  therein,   for  the  ordi- 
nary cafes    of  giving   fuccours ;  and  it  is  neccfTary  that  his 
majefty's  plenipotentiaries  propofe  and  infift,  that  the  affift- 
ance   he  is  to  have,  be  fetrled,  in  the  aft  of  acctflion,  at 
double   the   fuccour  promifed  from  the  electorate  of  Saxony, 
inafmuch  as  the  court  of  Vienna  fends  to  the  king,  and  main- 
tains at  its  own  charge,  in  all  the  cafes,  the  reciprocal  fuccours 
of  6  and  12000  men. 

5.  After  the  count  de  Vicedom  and   the  fieur  Pezold  (hall 
have  fettled   this  with    the   minifters  of  the  two  contracting 
courts,  they  (hall  alfo  proceed  to  treat  of  the  king's  accef- 
fion  to  the  fix  feparate  articles,  five  of  which  are   fecret,   and 
require  much  more  reflection  and  adjuftment  with  regard  to 
the  king's  conveniency. 

6.  However,  as   his  majefty,  through  inclination  and  zeal 
for  the  common  intereft  and  the  public  good,  is  not  averfc  to 
co-operate  therein  as  far  as  poflible,  and  in  proportion  to  his 
forces,  his  plenipotentiaries  muft  take  particular  care  to  ex- 
plain themfelves  on  this  head  more  fpccially,  with  thofe  of  the 
two  Imperial  courts,  to  the  end  that  their  demands,  and  the 
king's  condefcenfion  in  each  article,  may  be  combined  with 
his  majefty's  interefts. 

7.  There   being  among  the  articles,  fome   points  of  en- 
gagements which  properly  concern  none  but  the  two  Impe- 
rial  courts  principally  contracting ;  they  (hall  endeavour  to 
obtain  that  the  king  be  not  included  therein,  or   that   they 
be  attempered  for  his  majefty,  as  alfo  that  every  future  war  in 
Italy  be  excepted,  as  it  is  already  in  the  treaty  with  the  court 
of  Vienna. 

8.  The  firft  and  fourth  of  the  fecret  articles  being  the  mod. 
difficult  and  onerous,  if  the   king   accedes   to  them  in  their 
fenfe  and  extent,  the  two  Imperial  courts  cannot  take  it  amifs 
that  his  majefty  defires,  befides  more  proportion   in  the  en- 
gagements, that  they  may  contain  reciprocal  conditions  and 
advantages. 

9.  As  to  the  firft  fecret  article,  which  concerns   the  gua- 
ranty of  the  grand  duke   of  Rullia's  poflefiions,  as  duke  of 

Holftein* 
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Holftein-Skfwick,  and  of  his  ducal  houfe,  the  emprefs  of 
RuflTia  will  be  plsafed  to  confider  how  tenderly  and  cautioufly 
the  king  muft  behave  towards  the  court  of  Denmark,  on  ac- 
count of  his  affinity  and  right  of  eventual  fucceflion ;  and 
therefore  the  laid  Sovereign,  as  well  as  the  Emprefs-queen, 
and  even  the  Emperor  her  confer  t,  will  not,  in  return,  refufe 
•  the  king  and  his  pofterity  the  guaranty  of  the  fucceflion  to 
the  throne  of  Denmark,  which  in  time  may  fall  to  a  prince 
of  the  electoral  houfe  of  Saxony.  - 

10.  In   fine,  as  to  the  fourth  article,  which  regards  even- 
tual and  ftronger  meafures  againfl  a  new,  fudden,  and  unex- 
pecled  attack  from   the  king  of  Pruflia;,  the  king  acknow- 
ledges therein  the  prudent  forecast  of  th'e  two  empreiTes,  in 
thinking  beforehand  how  to    concert  matters   together   and 
powerfully  aflift  one   another,  if,   contrary  to  better  expec- 
tations, and  notwithstanding  their  fcrupulous  attention  to  ob- 
lerve  their- treaties  with  the  faid  prince,  the  latter  mould  in- 
vade the  dominions,  of  either  of  either  of  them  ;  and  in  this 
cafe  the   king  is   ready   enough  to  concur  in  the  fame  mea- 
fores  :  but  as  he  is  the  moft  expofed  to  the  refentment  of  fo 
formidable  and  reftlefs  a  neighbour,  witnefs  the  fad  experience 
his  majefty  has  lately  had  of  it,  their  Imperial  majefties  can- 
not think  it  ftrsnge  that  the  king,  before'efttering  into  fuel* 
a  new,  eventual,  and  extenfive  engagement,  mould  take  bet- 
ter precautions,  as  well  for  his  fecurity  and  mutual  defence, 
as  for  his  being  indemnified,  and  recompenfed  in  proportion 
to*  his  efforts  and  the  progrefs  made  againft  fuch  an  aggreflbr. 

1 1.  To  this  end  the  count  de  Vicedom  and  the  fieur  Per 
zold   fhall   afk   the   Imperial   miniiters  plenipotentiaries,   i. 
What  number  of  troops,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  their  fovereigns  dc- 
fire  of  the  king ;  and,    in  return,  with   how  many  each  of 
them  will  affift  him  ?  And,2dly,  That  this  fuccour  defired  of 
the  king  be  not  difproportionateto  the  ftrength  of  his  army. 
3.  That  the   two  Imperial  courts  muft  promife  double  the 
number  to  the  king.     4.  That  the  two  empreffes  muft  each 
engage   to  keep  at   leaft  fuch  a   body  of  their  troops  in  a 
moveable  condition  and  ready  to  march  to   the  afliftance  of 
his  majefty,  one  upon  the  frontiers  of  Pruffia,  and  the  other 
in  Bohemia.     5.  That  they  likewife  oblige  themfelves  to  let 
tbe  king  come  in  for  a  fhare  of  the  prifoners,  fpoils,  and  con- 
quefts  they  (hall  make  jointly,  or  feparately,  on  the  aggreflbr, 
and  thereby  the  common  enemy. 

12.  With  refpecl  to  this  laft  point,  and  the  partition  of 
the  conquefts  to  be  made,  the  king's  miniiters  plenipoten- 
tiaries 
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tiaries  are  to  aik  the  Ruffian  minifter  what  his  fovercign's 
offers  are  ;  and  to  declare,  relatively  to  the  emprefs-queen 
of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  that  fuppofing  this  princefs  were 
attacked  again  by  the  king  of  Pruflia,  and  (hould  recover 
not  only  Silefia  and  the  county  of  Glatz,  but  likewife  fuc- 
ceed  in  reducing  that  aggrelfor  within  narrower  bounds,  the 
king  of  Poland,  as  elector  of  Saxony,  would  abide  by  the 
partition  ftipulated  between  her  and  his  majefty  by  the  con- 
vention figned  at  Leipfic  the  i8th  of  May  1745,  a  copy  of 
which  the  refident  Pezold  received  enclofed  in  a  letter  from 
the  miniltry  of  the  i4th  of  November  following;  except- 
ing the  third  degree  of  partition  defined  therein,  with  which 
his  majefty  cannot  be  fatisfied ;  fince  in  cafe  the  Emprels- 
qucen  (hould  be  able  to  conquer,  befides  the  counry  of  Glatz 
and  all  Silefia,  no  more  than  the  principality  of  Croflen 
with  the  circle  of  Zullichau,  and  the  fiefs  of  Bohemia  pof- 
feficd  by  the  king  of  PrtifTia  in  Lufatia,  it  would  be  necef- 
fary  to  grant  eventually  to  the  king,  eleftor  of  Saxony,  a 
more  confiderable  fhare  in  thofe  conquefls  than  the  faid  prin- 
cipality, the  circle,  and  the  fiefs :  his  majefty  will  wait  for 
the  offers  of  the  court  of  Vienna  on  this  head,  and  will 
order  the  count  de  Loofs  to  negotiate  thereupon,  wifhing 
only  that  the  Rufiian  court  would  ufe  its  good  offices  to  ob- 
tain, in  this  cafe,  a  better  partition  for  the  king  from  the 
Emprefs-queen,  and  then  fecure  and  guaranty  to  his  majefty 
the  acquisition  thereof. 

13.  The  count  de  Vicedom  and  the  Sieur  Pezold  are  to 
take  ad  referendum  all  that  may  be  faid  to  them  in  anfwer  to 
the  premifes,  and  not  to  conclude  any  thing,  until,  in  con- 
fequence  of  their  reports,  they  fhall  be  authorifed  to  do  it 
by  the  king's  final  orders  and  resolutions. 

14.  The  reit  is  left  to  their  prudence,  dexterity,  and  zeal 
for  the  fervice,  intereft,  and  glory  of  his  majefty,  who  af- 
fures  them  of  his  protection  and  good  graces,  whilft  they  ap- 
ply themfelves  to  fulfil,  with  all  the  exaanefs  they  are  ca- 
pable of,  the  points  of  this  inftrudion.     Written  atDrefden 
the  zjd  of  May,   1747. 

(L.  S.)       AUGUSTUS!*. 
C.  de  Br. 
de  Walthcr. 
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Numb.  IV. 

Memorial  prefented  ly  the  Saxon  Minifters  at  Peterfburg  the  ||- 
September,   1747. 

In  the  conference  held  with  us  the  underwritten,  the  8th 
and  1 9th  inftanf,  we  have  indeed  already  exhibited  our  full 
powers,  as  alfo  the  declarations  and  conditions  upon  which 
his  majefty  the  king  of  Poland,  our  moft  gracious  mafter,  as 
elector  of  Saxony,  is  ready  to  accede  to  the  defenfive  treaty 
of  alliance  concluded  betw,een  the  two  Imperial  courts  at 
Peterfburg  the  22d  of  May,  1746,  as  alfo  to  the  fecret  and 
feparate  articles  of  the  fame  treaty,  according  to  the  orders 
and  inftruclions  we  have  received  on  this  head. 

But  as  their  excellencies  the  minifters  of  the  two  Imperial 
courts,  impowered  to  confer  with  us,  were  defirous  of  having 
fomething  from  us  in  writing,  we  would  not  fail  to  give  the 
following  fummary. 

I.  His  PollOi  majefty  very  readily  and  gratefully  acknow- 
ledges the  fnendmip  which  the  two  Imperial  courts  have 
been  pleafed  to  ihew  him,  in  communicating  to  him  the  faid 
treaty,    with   the   feparate  and  fecret  articles,  and  inviting 
him  to  accede  thereto  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  he  flatters 
himfelf,  that  having  fo  many  important  reafons   to  abftain. 
in  the  prefent  crifis  from  all  new  engagements,  the  two  high 
contracting  parties  will  look  upon  the  facility,  which  his  ma- 
jefty expreifes  on  this  occafion,  as  a  frefh  proof  of  his  fincere 
friendship  and  perfect  confidence,  and  that  they  will  be  there- 
by fo  much  the  more  inclined  to  fettle  the  faid  acceflion  on 
fuch  a  foot,  that  his  majefty  may  not  only  be  afiifted  with- 
out   lofs    of    time,    and    fufficiently,    whenever    the    cafe 
exifts^  but  that  he  may  like  wife   have  a  fuitable   indemni- 
fication and  real  advantages  for  his  reciprocal  and  real  con- 
currence. 

II.  In  this  confidence  his  majefty  is  ready  to  accede  purely 
to  the  body  of  the  treaty,  adding  thereto   this    reftfidion 
only,  That  in  return  for  the  number  of  auxiliary  troops 
which  his  majefty,  as  elector  of  Saxony,  fhall  oblige  himfelf 
to  furnifh,  the  two  Imperial  courts  do  ftipulate  double  the 

\  number  for  him,  according  to  the  example  fet  in  the  en- 
gagements already  fubfifting  between  him  and  her  majefty 
the  eraprefs-queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia.  As  for  the 
particular  number  of  troops  to  be  furmmed  by  our  court, 

we 


GEORGE     1L  445 

we  liave  orders  to  wait  on  this  head  the  firft  overtures  from 
the  two  high  contracting  parties.  However  we  think,  fee- 
ing that  the  fuccours  which  fhould  he  mutually  furnimcd  in 
the  ordinary  cafes,  on  which  the  body  of  the  treaty  turns, 
is  already  determined  by  the  treaties  whjch  his  majefty  has 
already  made  with  the  two  courts;  one  might  alfo  abide  by 
it  in  the  prefent  acceflion,  and  be  content  with  making  this 
ferve  to  confirm  preceding  engagements. 

III.  Circumftances  being  very  different    with    refpect  to 
the  feparate  and  fecret  articles,  the  firft  and  fourth  of  which 
efpecially  deferve  a  much  more  ferious  attention  ;  we  are  in- 
ftructed,  as  to  the  firft  article,  which  regards  the  guaranty 
of  the  prefent  pofieflions  of  his  imperial  highncfs  the  grand 
duke  of  Ruflia,  as  duke  of  Holftein-Schlel'wick,  in  Germany, 
to  reprefent  the  great  care  and  caution  with  which  his  ma- 
jefty is  obliged  to  manage  in  regard  to  the  court  of  Den- 
mark, in  confideration  of  the  ties  of  blood,  and  of  the  even- 
tual fucceflion  that  is  due  to  him  ;  and  to  propofe,    for  this 
reafon,  that  in  return  for  the  faid  guaranty  which  his  ma- 
jefty  is  to  take  upon  himfelf,  he  fliould  have  the  guaranty 
of  the  two  high  contracting  parties,  as  allb  that  of  the  Em- 
peror, for  the  aboyementioned  right  of  eventual  fucceflion 
to  the  throne  of  Denmark,  and  that   this  right  be  in  the 
mean  time  acknowledged. 

IV.  As  for  the  fourth  article,  his  majefty  entirely  approves 
of  the  wife  and  efficacious  meafures  which  the  Imperial  courts 
have  eventually  taken,  in  cafe  that  his  majefty  the  king  of 
Pruflia,  notwithstanding  the  exact  obfervarion  of  the  peace 
concluded  with,  him,  ihould  again  attack  in  a  hofiile  man- 
ner the  dominions  of  either  party,    and  he  is  ready  to  con- 
cur therein.     But  as  his  majefty  has  many  more  reafons  than 
the  two  Imperial  courts  to  think  maturely  of  it,   and  ought 
above  all  things  to  confider,   that  according  to  the  fad  expe- 
rience he  ha?  lately  had,  the  king  of  Pruilia  took  a  pretext 
from  the  fuccours   he  was  obliged  to  furnifli  to  her  nrijcfty 
the  cmpreis-queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  to  declare  war 
againft  him;  that,  moreover,  the  electorate  of  Saxony  is  by 
its  fitmtion  Jo  ir.itch  ex;  ofcd  to  his  refentmcnt,  that,  if  it 
were  not  immediately  a f lifted,  it  could  not  poiTibly  with- 
fland,  by  its  own  forces,  turh  fuddcn  attacks  a-s  have  been 
executed  by  the  king  of  Pruftia  ;  and,  in  fine,  if  provifion  be 
not  firft  made  for  the  fccuii'y  and  prefervation  of  tlic  fa*i 
electorate,  the   two   high   contracting  parties  •  would  them- 
fclves  be  infinitely  prejudiced  by  the  ruin  of  this  ftatc.     In 

ccnfc- 
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confequence  of  thefe  confiderations,  his  majefty  flatters  hira- 
ielf  that  the   two  high  contracting   parties  themfelves  will 
acknowledge  the  necefliry  and  juftice  of  the  conditions  and 
modifications  which  we  charged    to  propofe, .  i//«.   I.  That 
the  number  of  auxiliary  troops,  which  they  fhall  require  of 
his  majefty,  be  not  difproportiouate  to  the  itrength  of  his 
army.     2.  That  each   of  the   two  Imperial   courts  promife 
double  that  number  to  his  majefty ;  and,  if  this  were  not 
fufficient,  that  the  fuccour  be  yet  farther  increafed.     3.  That 
the  two  Emprefles  do  each  of  them  engage  to  keep,  at  leaft, 
fuch  a  body  of  their  troops  in  a  condition  to  move,   and  in 
readinefs  to  march  to  his  majefty's  affiftance,  on  the  one  fide 
on  the  frontiers  of  Prufiia,  and  on  the  other  in  Bohemia, 
4.  That  thefe  bodies  of  troops  do  make  a  diverfion  in  the 
countries  neareft  at  hand,  the  moment  that  the  territories  of 
Saxony  fliall  be  attacked,  or  war  declared  againft  the  ele&o*' 
rate ;  and  this  muft  be  done  without  requiring  the  formality 
of  a  previous  concert,  notwithstanding  what  is  ftipulated  on 
this  head  in  the  body  of  the  treaty,   as  well  as  in  the  fecret 
article.     5.  That  in  cafe  one  of  the    two  Imperial   courts 
Ihould  be  attacked,  his  majefty  be  not  obliged  to  commence 
the  operations  before  the  other  Imperial  court  has  effectively 
begun  to  aft,  in  order  to  avert   the  effect  of  the  enemy's 
fuperiority,   or  at  leaft  till  the  evident  danger  of  being  fud- 
denly  crufhed  ceafes.     6.  That,   in  confequence  of  the  loth 
article  of  the  treaty,  they  make  his  majefty  partake  not  only 
of  the  booty  and  the  prifoners,  but  alfo  of  the   conquefts 
that  may  be  made  on  the  enemy.     And,  in  fine,  7.  '  That 
as  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  has  declared,  in  the  4th 
fecret  article,  that  in  the  cafe  of  fending  fuccours,  or  making 
a  diverfion,  fhe  had  no  deilgn  to  make   new  conquefts,  and 
confequently  it  will    be  indifferent  to  her  how  his  majefty 
agrees  with  the  court  of  Vienna  about  the  eventual  partition 
and  a  proper  indemnification  ;  her   faid  Imperial  majefty  of 
Ruffia  would  therefore  be  pleafed  to  approve  this  convention 
beforehand,  and  take  upon  her  to  guaranty  it.' 

As  to  the  fifth  feparate  article,  and  the  fecond,  third,  and 
fifth  fecret  articles,  his  majefty's  acceflion  to  thefe  articles 
muft  of  courfe  be  out  of  the  queftion  ;  becaufe,  on  the  one 
band,  the  faid  articles  turn  upon  engagements  which  con- 
cern none  but  the  two  Imperial  courts;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  becaufe,  in  not  communicating  to  his  majefty  the 
rnoft  fecret  article  alledged  in  the  third  fecret  article,  they 
have  themfelves  thereby  given  to  underftand,  that  the  king's 
2-  con- 
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concurrence  In  thofe  engagements  is  not  required-;  and  that 
for  the  reft,  they  will  abide  by  what  has  been  anreriorly 
ftipulate.l  in  the  treaties  fubfifting  between  his  niajefty  .and 
each  of  the  Imperial  courts.  But  as  in  the  third  and  fifth 
fecret  articles,  they  have  again  repeated  the  exception  to  the 
Cafus  FaeJcris  already  laid  down  in  the  treaty  itfelf,  with 
regard  to  future  wars -in  Italy,  and  have  added  thereto, 
that,  on  the  part  of  the  Em prefs -queen,  the  prefent  war 
with  the  houfe  of  Bourhvn,  and  on  the  part  of  her  majcfty 
the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  an  hoftile  aggreffion  on  her  empire 
from  the  fide  of  the  North,  are  not  to  be  deemed  as  cafes 
that  may  prevent  what  has  been  ftipulated  in  the  4th  fecret 
article,  with  refped  to  a  rupture  on  the  parr  of  Pruftia  ; 
therefore  the  two  high  corrtia&ing  parties  will  not  refufe  te 
include  his  majefty  likewife  in  this  flipulation. 

Finally,  the  king  doubts  not  but  the  two  Imperial  courts 
will  take  all  thele  propofitions  as  fo  many  proofs  of  his 
equity,  his  confidence,  and  his  fmcere  friend/hip;  and  he 
flatters  himfelf  fo  much  the  more  with  the  hope  of  receiving 
a  favourable  anfwer,  as  he  has  deferved,  by  the  calamities 
he  h?.s  incurred  for  the  common  caufe,  that  for  the  future 
his  fafety  and  indemnification  ftiould  be  proportionably  bet- 
ter provided  for.  We  the  under-written  wait  for  the  faid 
declaration  and  anfwer,  in  order  to  proceed  further  in  the 
affair  of  the  acceflion. 

St.  Peterfburgh,  the  {~f  Sept.  1747. 

Lewis  Sigefroy,  Count  Vitzhum  d'Eckftadt. 
John  Sigifmund  de  Pezold. 

Numb.  V. 

Difp*t<b  from  the  King  of  Poland  to  the  Ccuxt  Je  Loofc  at  Vi- 
enna, dated  Dec.  21,  1747. 

You  will  no  doubt  remember,  that,  as  foon  as  the  t*o  Im- 
perial courts  of  Vienna  and  Peter&urgh  gave  me  an  invita- 
tion, by  the  counts  of  Efterhafy  and  Beftucheff,  to  accede  to 
the  treaty  of  defenfive  alliance  renewed  between  the  two  Em- 
prefles,  the  22d  of  May,  1746,  I  had  caufed  full  information 
to  be  given  you  of  the  inftru&ion  on  that  head  fent  to  my 
minifters  plenipotentiaries  at  the  Ruffian  court,  where  it  was 
agreed  that  the  affair  of  my  acceflion  fhould  be  treated  of. 
It  was  on  the  23d  of  May  laft  that  I  ordered  this  to  be  im- 
parted to  you  j  and  finding  that  the  court  where  you  re-fide 

delayed 
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delayed  communicating  to  you  the  treaty  in  queftion  ;  in  the 
month  of  July  following  I  ordered  a  copy  of  it  to  be  fen t  to 
you,  together  with  all  the  feparate  and  fecret  articles,  which 
had  been  communicated  to  me  by  the  Imperial  minifters 
here,  in  confequence  of  their  joint  invitation.  My  minifters 
at  Peterfburgh,  after  having  declared,  in  general  terms,  my 
favourable  difpofitiori  towards  the  acceflion,  and  produced 
their  full  powers,  always  kept  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  en- 
ter upon  bufmefs  with  the  minifters  authorifed  for  that  pur- 
pofe  by  the  two  Emprefles,  but  had  no  opportunity  to  do  it 
fooner  than  the  -?_  of  September  laft  at  a  conference  ;  and 
having  then  been  defired  to  give  their  overtures  in  writing, 
they  did  fo  by  a  pro  memoria  figned  the  *|  of  September,  a 
copy  of  which  (marked  A  is  hereunto  annexed. 

"  Whereas,  until  the  two  Imperial  courts  make  an  anfwer 
thereto  by  their  minifters  at  Peterfburgh,  and  before  I  do,  in 
confequence  of  it,  come  to  a  final  determination  in  regard  to 
my  aft  of  acceflion,  it  behoves  me  to  come  to  a  right  under- 
Handing  with  the  Emprefs-queen  about  the  eventual  partition 
which  is  to  fall  to  my  fhare,  in  cafe  that  princefs,  attacked 
again,  contrary  to  better  expectations,  by  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
fhould,  by  the  concurrence  of  my  affiftance,  make  fpoils  and 
conqueftson  him,  as  it  is  more  at  large  explained  in  the  i2th 
article  of  the  inftruclion  abovementioned,  which  my  minifters 
at  Peterfburgh  were  provided  with  the  2jd  of  May,  of  the 
prefent  year  ;  I  charge  you  with  this  negotiation,  and  autho- 
rife  you  by  the  prefent  order,  and  my  intention  is,  that  as 
my  convention,  figned  at  Leipfick,  the  i8th  of  May,  1745, 
with  the  queen  of  Hungary,  a  copy  of  which  (marked.,  B)  you 
will  find  hereunto  annexed,  may  ferve  as  an  eventual  partition 
hereafter,  excepting  the  third  degree,  or  in  cafe  the  court  of 
Vienna  fhould  be  able  to  recover,  befides  the  county  of  Glatz, 
only  all  Silefia,  with  the  principality  of  Croflen,  the  circle 
of  Zullichau,  and  the  fiefs  of  Bohemia,  which  the  king  of 
Pruffia  holds  in  Lufatia,  you  muft  demand  for  me,  of  the 
Emprefs-queen,  a  more  confiderable  mare  in  thofe  conquefts 
than  the  faid  principality,  circle,  and  fiefs,  and  infill  upon 
that  princefs  Y  making  me  an  offer  of  it,  that  I  may  then 
fee  whether  it  would  fuit  my  conveniency  to  acquiefce  in  it." 
In  making  the  overture  of  this  my  demand  to  the  Emprefs- 
queen  and  to  her  minifters  of  confidence,  you  will  mew  them 
how  juft  and  equitable  it  is,  that  a  more  advantageous  lot 
mould  be  granted  me,  in  order  to  indemnify  me  for  the  un- 
happy fate  and  the  lofles  I  have  met  with,  for  having  for- 
merly 


G  E  O  R  G  E    II. 

merly  afllfted  her  Imperial  majefty  with  all  my  forces.  On 
your  fucceflive  reports  of  the  progrefs  of  your  negotia- 
tion, I  (hall  fend  you  further  orders,  praying  in  the  mcaa 
time  God,  &c,.  Done  at  Drefden,  the  2  ift  Dec.  174.7. 

AUGUSTUS  R. 
C.  de  Bruhl. 

To  the  minifter  of  conference  and  of  ftate, 
count  de  Loofs,  at  yienna. 

Numb.  VI. 

of  the  Advice  of  Us  Poliih  Majeftft  PrivyCouncil,  abut 
the  Acceffion  to  the  Treaty  of  Peteriburgh ;  gitfta  tbt  l  $tb  cf 
Auguft,  1747*.  .. 


We  are  likewife  of  opinion,  that  the  fourth  fecrct  article 
exceeds  the  ufual  rules ;  becaufe  it  is  therein  declared,  that 
not  only  the  cafe  of  an  hoftile  aggreflion  on  the  part  of  his 
Pruffian  majefty  againft  her  majefty  the  Emprefs-quecn,  but 
alfo  the  cafe  <af  the  like  aggreflion  againft  the  Ruffian  empire, 
or  againft  the  republic  of  Poland,  is  to  be  confidered  as  a  vio- 
lation of  the  peace  of  Drefden,  and  muft  give  her  majefty 
the  Emprefs-queen  a  right  to  recover  the  dutchy  of  Silefia  and 
the  county  of  Glatz.  If  your  majefty  mould  approve  of  that 
Stipulation  by  your  acceflion,  our  apprehenfions  from  his 
Pruffian  majefty  would  greatly  increafe,  and  we  fhould  thereby 
acknowledge  the  principle,  which  on  other  occafions  we  have 
always  oppofed,  viz.  "  That  an  auxiliary  potentate  is  to  be 
confidered  on  the. fame  foot  as  the  bcltigerant  power,  &c." 

Numb.  VII.  - 

ExtraS   of  the  Advice  of   bis   Poliih    Mtjeffs   Pri<Vy-Ct>ur.ctL 
Sept.  17,  1748. 

It  has  been  ftipulated  in  the  fecret  article,  that  not  only 
the  cafe  of  the  king  of  Pruffia's  attacking  her  majefty  the 
Emprefs-queen,  but  alfo  every  aggreflion  againft  the  Ruffian 
empire,  or  againft  the  republic  of  Poland,  is  to  be  looked 
upon  as  a  violation  of  the  peace  of  Drefden. 

If  then  your  majefty  mould  approve  by  your  acceflion,  a 
principle  fo  repugnant  to  the  ordinary  rules,  the  king  of  Pruflil 
(hould  he  come  to  hear  of  it,  might  charge  you  with  a  vio- 
lation of  the  treaty  of  Drefden,  &c. 

Numb.  20.  F  f  Numb, 
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Numb.  VIII. 

of  a  Pojlfcript  from  Count  de  Bruhl  to  Count  de  Loofs  At 
Paris,  ^WDrefden,  June  12,  1747. 

As  to  the  two  points  mentioned  in  your  excellency's  letter 
of  the  8th  D.  c.  concerning  which  you  defire  the  "king's  or- 
ders ;  I  am  to  tell  you  in  his  majefty's  name,  that  though  the 
pretending  to  require  fuch  a  declaration  be  a  little  extraordi- 
nary, the  king  neverthelefs  permits  your  excellency  to  give 
a  declaration,  in  order  to  allure,  that  the  treaty  in  queftion 
contains  nothing  more  than  what  is  inferted  in  the  German 
copy,  which  has  been  communicated,  and  that  we  know 
nothing  of  any  feparate  or  fecret  article  ;  but  fuppofing  like- 
\vife  that  any  fuch  articles  exifted,  that  they  were  communi- 
cated to  us,  and  that  we  were  invited  to  accede  to  them  in 
like  manner,  France  might  be  fure  that  we  would  not  enter 
into  any  engagement  that  might  tend  to  give  her  offence,  or 
that  might  be  any  way  contrary  to  our  engagements  with 
that  crown.  * 

,  Numb.  IX. 

Declaration  of  Count  de  Loofs  to  the  French  Mini/try,  1747. 

The  underwritten  ambafTadoV  extraordinary  from  his  ma- 
Jeily  the  king  of  Poland,  elector  of  Saxony,  is  authorifed  to 
declare  in  the  name  of  the  king  his  mafter,  that  the  treaty 
between  the  court  of  Vienna  and  that  of  Petersburg!!,  to 
•which  his  majefty  has  been  invited  to  accede,  contains  no- 
thing more  than  what  is  found  in  the  German  copy,  which 
the  anabafiador  abovementioned  has  had  the  honour  to  deli- 
ver to  the  marquis  de  Puyzieulx  ;  nor  has  any  feparate  or  fe- 
cret article  been  communicated  to  the  king  of  Poland  by  the 
abovefaid  courts.  To  which  he  is  ordered  to  add,  that  in 
cafe  fuch  feparate  or  fecret  article  exifted,  and  his  Polifh  ma- 
jefty fhould  be  invited  to  accede  tberero  ;  in  fuch  cafe  his  fa  id 
majefty  would  do  nothing  that  might  have  a  tendency  to  of- 
fend the  moft  Chriftian  king,  or  be  any  way  inconfiftent  with 
the  engagements  that  fubfill  between  the  king  of  Poland  and 
his  moft  Chriftian  majefty  by  the  treaty  concluded  between 
them  the  zift  April  1749.  In  witnefs  whereof  lhave  figned 
ibis  declaration,  and  put  the  feal  of  my  arms  thereto.  Done 
at  the  camp  of  the  grand  commandery,  £c. 

Nurnb. 
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Numb.  X. 

Extratt  of  the  InflruRions  given  to  General  Arnim  for  bis  Mijfitn 
to  Peterfburgh,  doled  Feb.  19,   1750. 

After  this  general  Arnim  may  infinuate,  that  they  muft 
remember  in  what  manner  his  majefty  had  long  fmce  de- 
clared by  his  minifters  at  Petersburgh,  the  count  de  Vicedom 
and  the  fieur  de  Pezold,  his  inclination  to  accede  to  the  treaty 
of  Petersburgh  of  the  zzd  of  May  1746  ;  and  that  it  had 
been  found  that  the  queftion  An  was  fo  clofely  linked  with 
the  queftion  ^>uomodoy  that  the  one  could  not  be  decided  with- 
out the  other. 

That  in  the  negotiation  about  the  queftion  Quomodi,  all 
forts  of  difficulties  had  occurred,  as  appears  more  at  large 
by  the  memorial  of  the  Ruffian  miniftry  dated  the  3d  of  Janu- 
ary 1748,  in  anfwer  to  the  memorial  of  the  king's  minifters 
of  the  {|-  September  1747.  But  that  his  majefty  flattered 
himfelf,  from  the  friendmip  of  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of 
Ruffia,  and  the  good  intentions  of  the  Ruffian  miniftry,  that 
nothing  beyond  his  faculties  would  be  required  of  him,  and 
that  his  acceflion  would  be  no  otherwise  demanded  than 
upon  condition,  that  he  mould  not  be  charged  with  any  thing 
that  he  was  not  capable  of  performing  $  that  on  the  other 
hand,  the  two  Imperial  courts  mould  promife  him,  in  cafe  of 
^n  hoftile  invafion  of  his  patrimonial  dominions  in  Germa- 
ny, a  fpeedy,  fure,  and  fufficient  affiftance,  by  means  of 
two  armies  to  be  always  kept  ready  on  the  refpeclive  fron- 
tiers, which  might  be  able  to  fuccour  him  immediately,  or 
to  make  a  diverfion  according  to  the  exigency  of  the  cafe; 
and  in  fne,  that  the  flare  he  is  to  have  in  the  advantages 
that  may  be  gained  by  good  Juccefs  in  war,  be  pofitively  de- 
termined* • 

xr. 

Memorial  delivered  to  Count  de  Keyferling,  the  Ruflian  Miitijfer 
at  Drefden,  the  26th  June,  1756. 

The  king  has  not  hefitated  to  declare  already  verbally  to 

his  excellency  the  count  de  Keyferling,  the  good  difpofitions 

his  majefty  is  in,  relatively  to  the  definitive  treaty  of  alliance 

and  guaranty  concluded  at  Pcrersburgh  the  2zd  May  1746, 

F  f  2  between 
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between  their  Imperial  majefties  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  antF 
the  emprefs-queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  to  which  treaty 
the  king  has  been  invited  to  accede. 

This  declaration,  together  with  all  that  has  been  intimated 
at  the  fame  time  to  the  faid  Ruffian  minifter,  muft  Hill  be 
/  frem  in  his  memory. 

As  we  exprefly  reiterate  here  the  fame  friendly  declara- 
tion, which,  among  other  falurary  views,  tends  chiefly  to 
prove  his  majefty's  high  corriideration  for  their  Imperial  ma- 
jefties and  the  other  allies,  and  the  value  he  fets  on  their 
friendfhip ;  fo  his  majefty  doubts  not  in  the  leaft,  confider- 
ing  the  fo  frequently  reiterated  afTurances  of  the  precious 
friendihip  of  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  but  that  fhe 
will,  in  return,  on  occafion  of  the  acceffion  in  queftion,  pre- 
vioufly  and  fu&cienrly  provide  for  the  iafety  of  his  majefty 's 
hereditary  dominions,,  and  get  the  other  allies  to  do  the 
fame. 

In  expectation  of  this,  his  majefty  will  fpeedily  fend  the  ne* 
ceflary  inftrtidions  to  his  minifter  at  the  Ruffian  court,  for 
proceeding  further  in  the  matter,  and  bringing  the  negotia- 
tion in  queftion  to  a  happy  iflue. 

And  of  this  we  would  not  fail  to  apprize  his  excellency 
count  de  Keyferling,  that  he  may  irnparjt  the  fame-  to  his 
court,  &c. 

Drefden,  June  26,  1751. 

C.  deBruhl. 

Numb.  Xn. 

Extrafi  of  a  Letter  from  Count  de  Flemming,  to  Count  <&Bruh!> 
dated  from  Vienna,  Feb.  28,    1753. 

Purfuant  to  the  difpatch  which  your  excellency  honoured 
me  with  the  ipth  D.  c.  I  have  exprefled  to  count  d'Uhle- 
ftld,  the  king  our  mafter's  fatisfa&ion  at  the  clear  and  precife 
declaration  of  her  majefty  the  Emprefs-queen  on  the  agni- 
tion  of  the  treaty  which  fubfifts  between  the  two  courts,  and 
on  the  application  to  the  cafe  in  queftion  relating  to  the 
king  of  Pruffia. 

1  added  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  would  be  proper,  and  the 
king  my  mafter  expected  it,  that  in  imitation  of  Ruffia,  they 
would  likewife  eventually  authorife  the  refpe&ive  minifter.?, 
who  refide  at  the  courts  principally  interefted  in  maintaining 
peace,  to  declare  in  due  time,  and  fuppofing  there  ihould 
I  feem 
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Teem  to  be  a  neceffity  for  it  (before  which  we  ourfelves 
would  not  demand  it)  with  what  eye  the  Imperial  courts 
would  look  upon  any  infult  or  wrong  that  might  be  done  us 
by  the  king  of  Pruflka. 

Count  d'Uhlefeld  made  anfwer,  that  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  about  the  orders  to  be  fent  on  this  head  to  their 
minifrers,  if  we  required  it  ;  but  that  he  defired  me  again  to 
confider,  of  what  ufe  fuch  a  declaration  could  be  to  us,  and 
what  impreffion  it  might  make  on  the  king  of  Pruflia,  when 
given  in  the  fenfe  of  the  treaty  of  1743,  confidering  the  in- 
iufficiency  of  the  fuccour  therein  ftipulated  :  That  he  charged 
me  to  reprefent  again,  on  this  occafion,  to  my  court,  that 
they  could  not  take  meafures  enough  againlt  the  ambitious 
views  of  the  king  of  Pruftia;  and  that  Saxony  efpecially,  as 
being  the  moft  expofed,  could  not  ufe  too  many  precautions 
to  guard  againft  him  :  "  That  it  was  therefore  highly  necef- 
iary  toftrengthen  our  old  engagements,  on  the  foot  propofed 
by  the  late  count  de  Harrach  in  1745.  That  this  might 
be  done  on  occafion  of  our  acceffion  to  the  treaty  of  Peterf- 
burgh,  or  in  any  other  manner  which  to  us  mould  appear 
molt  convenient  for  our  fafety,  and  the  fitteft  for  keeping  it 
fecret  :"  That  he  thought  there  was  no  time  to  be  loft,  for 
putting  themfelves  in  a  good  pofture  of  defence,  as  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs  abfolutely 
required  the  allied  courts  to  unite  clofer  than  ever,  and  that 
each  of  them  fhould  look  upon  the  interefts  of  his  ally  as 
his  own,  and,  to  ufe  his  own  expreflions,  THAT  ALL  SHOULD 

ANSWtR  :FOR  EACH  ONE,  AND  EACH  ONE  FOR  ALL. 

Numb.  XIU. 

fxtrafl  of  a  Letter  from  Count  Bruhl  to  Count  Flemming  at  Vi- 
enna, </«W  a/  Drefden,  March  8,  1753. 


I  make  ufe  at  the  fame  time  of  the  excurfion  of  Sir  Charles 
Hanbury  Williams,  and  this  fafe  opportunity,  to  communi- 
cate to  you  a  report  of  the  privy-council  of  the  3d  D.  c.  con- 
taining the  fentiments  of  that  council  concerning  more  ex- 
tcnfive  engagements,  to  which  the  court  of  Vienna  invites  us, 
on  occafion  of  our  approaching  accefl'ion  to  the  Ruffian 
treaty.  This  communication  is  to  be  of  no  other  ufe  to  you, 
than  to  inform  you,  in  what  light  the  thing  is  viewed,  and 
what  difficulties  are  found  in  it.  But,  befides,  the  king  does 
not  like  the  expedient  propofed,  to  infcr.t  at  firft,  in  our  aft 
F  f  3  of 
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of  acceffion,  the  reciprocal  engagement  of  affifting  one  ano- 
^  ther  with  all  our  forces.  Neverthelefs  his  majefty  is  not 
*  averfe  to  come  to  an  understanding  hereafter,  under  the  ut- 
moft  fecrecy,  with  the  court  of  Vienna,  about  fuch  a  fuccour, 
by  private  and  confidential  declarations,  relative  to  the  fourth 
fecret  articte  of  the  treaty  of  Peterfburgh,  by  means  of  juft 
conditions  and  advantages,  which,  in  this  cafe,  muft  alfo  be 
granted  to  us,  and  in  regard  to  which  you  may  take  ad  refe- 
rendum whatever  they  may  pleafe  topropofe  to  you.  I  am  pre- 
vioufly  of  opinion,  that  what  was  promifed  by  the  Emprefs- 
queen's  declaration  of  the  3d  May  1745,  may  ferve  for  the 
bafis. 

Numb.  XIV. 

JLxtra&  of  a  Difpatcb  from  Count  de  Vicedom  to  Count  de  Bruhl; 
dated  St.  fetersburgh,  April  18,  1747. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  excellency,  that  Pret- 
lach  has  told  me  in  confidence,  that,  at  a  fecret  interview 
which  he  has  had  with, the  emprefs  and  the  high-chancellor, 
he  had  found  means,  by  confidential  communications  from  his 
court,  relative  to  divers  fecret  practices  of  that  prince,  difad- 
vantageous  to  her  Imperial  majefty,  to  infpire  her  with 
fentiments  that  have  carried  her  enmity  to  the  higheft  degree, 
infomuch  that  this  ambaflador  imagines,  there  wants  but  a 
very  fmall  matter  more  to  make  her  anger  break  out  into 
fome  hoftile  ac"l,  &c. 

I  have  therefore  begun  to  addrefs  myfelf  to  the  ambafia- 
dor  Pretlach,  after  having  given  him  a  detail  of  all  the  ad- 
vantages that  may  refult  from  our  friendly  proceedings  for  his 
court,  and  even  for  that  of  Ruflia,  by  procuring  an  accom- 
modation with  France,  by  which  the  Emprefs-queen  may  be 
more  able  to  make  head  againft  the  king  of  Pruflia,  &c. 

Numb.  XV. 

TranJIatfon  of  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary   of  the  EmlaJJy>   Wein- 
garten,  to  Count  d'Uhlefeld.     Berlin,  Auguir,  24,   1748. 

The  day  before  yefterday  a  courier  from  the  earl  of  Hynd- 
ford  patted  through  here,  and  brought  me  a  difpatch  from 
count  de  Bernes,  which  gives  me  and  count  de  Keyferling 
great  light  into  the  military  preparations  in  this  country, 
iince  C.  Bernes  writes  that  the  French  and  PrufTian  party  in 
Sweden  are  ftrenuouily  labouring  to  procure  abfolute  power 

for 
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for  the  prin  ce-fucceflor  :  That,  OIT  account  of  thcfc  clrcum- 
ttances,  it  was  wifhed  that  the  Emprcfs's  journey  to  Mofcow 
could  be  prevented  ;  and  as  nobody  could  more  contribute 
towards  it  than  the  count  de  Keyferling,  confidering  the  pre- 
parations and  dangerous  defigns  of  the  court  of  Berlin,  he 
was  to  fpirit  up  this  minifter  for  that  purpofe.'  The  lat- 
ter being  already  fufficiently  prejudiced  againft  this  court,  I 
found  no  difficulty  in  carrying  my  point  ;  for  yefterday  he 
gave  me  a  reading  of  his  relation,  drawn  up  according  to  the 
count  de  Bernes's  wifties,  and  promifed  me  to  continue  in  that 
iirain  every  week. 

Numb.  XVI. 

Letter  from  Count  de  Bernes  to  Count  de  la  Puebla.    Peterf- 
burgh,  Dec.  12,  1749. 

I  venture,  under  the  feal  of  the  greateft  fecrecy,  to  make 
you  the  following  requeft.  It  is  defired  that  you  would  get 
it  whifpered  to  M.  de  Grofs,  the  Ruffian  minifter,  but  with 
fo  much  precaution  that  it  may  never  be  fufpecled  it  comes 
from  you,  that  fome  machinations  are  carrying  on  in  Swe- 
den againft  the  Emprefsfs  perfon,  in  which  the  Pruflian  court 
has  a  good  (hare  ;  and  as  the  faid  minifter,  probably,  will 
not  fail  to  make  you  a  confident  irt  this  difcovery,  you  are 
defired  to  anfwer  him,  That  as  you  know  nothing  of  it, 
you  will  fearch  into  it;  and  afterwards  you  are  to  con- 
firm it  to  him  as  a  thing  that  you  have  found  out  upon 
enquiry. 

Numb.  XVIL 

Tr  (inflated  Extraft  of  the  Injlruftion  given  to  Centred  Arnim. 
Drefden,  Feb.  19, 


General  Arnim  muft  alfo  take  care  to  keep  up  in  the  Em- 
prefs,  and  in  her  well-intentioned  minifters,  a  jealoufy  of  the 
Pruffian  power,  its  aggrandizement,  and  the  abufe  that  is 
made  of  it  ;  and  in  confequence  he  muft  not  fail  to  com- 
mend and  applaud  the  attention,  and  all  the  meafures,  with 
which  theEmprefs  may  oppofe  it,  fcfr. 


F  f  4  Numb, 
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Numb.  XVIII. 

Translated  Ext  raff  of  a  Letter  from   the   Sieur    de  Funck  /# 
Count  de  Bruhl.     St.  Peterfburgh,  Dec.  6,   1753. 

In  relating  the  motives  which  he  (Funck)  and  baron  Pret- 
lach,  minifter  from  Vienna,  had  alledged  to  the  Ruffian  mi- 
nifttrs,  for  keeping  always  a  powerful  army  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Pruffia,  he  fays  he  reprefented  to  them,  among  other 
things : 

"  That  this  precaution  was  fo  much  the  more  neceffary, 
c<  confidering-  the  notorious  views  of  the  courts  of  France, 
*'  Pruffia,  and  Sweden,  in  cafe  of  a  vacancy  in  the  throne 
"  of  Poland,  as  the  king  of  Pruffia  would  not  then  delay 
"  executing  his  defigns  upon  Polifh  Pruffia,  and  on  the 
«<  mouth  of  the  Viftula 

"  That  they  fhould  follow  the  example  of  the  king  of 
"  Pruffia,  who  does  not  regret  any  expences  that  may  ren- 
"  der  him  more  formidable,  and  has  lately  formed  three 
"  new  regiments  more :  That  the  court  of  Ruffia  need  not 
"  fear  being  abandoned  by  her  allies,  whenever  fhe  comes 
"  to  blows  j  that  they  know  too  well  their  own  intereft, 


Numb.  XIX, 

¥ranjlated  Extraft  cf  a  Difpatcb  from  Count  de  Bruhl   /j   t/bt 
Sieur  Funck  at  Petersburgh,  Feb.  6,  1754. 

I  doubt  not  but  the  court  of  Ruffia  is  already  informed  of 
the  different  movements  and  arrangements  which  the  king 
of  Pruffia  is  making  in  the  kingdom  of  that  name,  with  the 
greateil  celerity  and  the  utmoft  fecreey,  with  refpeft  to  trade, 
the  coin,  and  efpecially  military  preparations :  I  likewife 
hope,  that  court  will  be  the  more  attentive  thereto,  as  thofe 
preparations  have  been  fpecially  obferved  after  the  great 
augmentation  of  troops  which  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  lately 
ordered  to  be  made  in  her  adjacent  provinces,  and  that  they 
feem  to  be  in  confequence  thereof.  I  have,  however, 
thought  fit  to  communicate  to  you 'the  advices  on  this  head, 
which  we  have  fiicceffively  received,  to  the  end  that  you  may 
make  ufe  of  them  in  your  conferences  with  the  miniftry  of 
the  court  where  you  refide.  We  are  very  attentive  thereto, 
as  we  are  no  Grangers  to  the  king  of  Pruffia's  great  defire 
io  intermeddle  in  the  domeftic  affairs  of  Poknd  -,  that  his 
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proje&s  to  ruin  the  commerce  of  Poland,  and  particularly 
{hat  of  Dantzick,  become  every  day  more  and  more  ma- 
nifeft  ;  and  that  his  views  to  aggrandize  himfclf  on  that 
fide,  are  certainly  one  of  the  moft  plcafing  obje&s  of  his 
fchemes. 

Count  Bruhl's  difpatch  of  the  i3th  of  February,  1754, 
contains  nothing  but  a  detail  of  the  military  preparation* 
which  the  king  was  making  in  Pruflia. 

fxtrafi  of  a  Letter  frcm  the  Sleur  de  Funck  to  Count  de  Bruhl, 
June  30/Ai  1754. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  envoy,  M.  de  Grofs,  your 
excellency  himfelf  has  informed  him  that  feven  new  Pruf- 
fian  regiments  are  foon  to  be  raifed.  Your  "excellency  is 
thanked  for  this  advice,  and  at  the  fame  time  allured,  that 
a  good  ufe  will  certainly  be  made  of  it,  as  alfo  of  all  other 
intelligence  of  this  nature. 

Numb.  XX. 

^ran/kited  Extratl  of  a  Difpatcb  from  Count   de  Bruhl   to  tbt 
Sieur  Funck.     Warfaw,  July  28,  1754. 

The  defigns  which  fome  ill-intentioned  powers  are  hatch- 
ing in  regard  to  Courland,  difclofe  themfelves;  befides 
other  tokens  and  preparations,  by  the  public  Gazettes  of 
Berlin,  which  fometimes  announce  the  death  of  the  un- 
happy duke,  and  fometimes  his  defperare  ftate  of  health,  in 
order  thus  to  prepare  the  public  for  future  events,  &c. 

Numb.  XXI'. 

yranjiatct  Extratt  of  a  Difpatcb  from  Count  de  Bruhl  t9  tit 
Steur  Funck.     Warfaw,  Auguft  2,  1754. 

Speaking  of  the  umbrage  taken  by  the  Porte  at  the  for- 
trefs  which  the  Ruffian  court  was  building  on  the  frontiers  of 
Turky,  he  adds  : 

"  As  the  courts  of  France  and  Pruflia  have  hitherto 
"  conftantly  laboured  to  draw  the  Ottoman  Porte  into  a 
"  war  againft  Ruffia,  this  affair  would  throw  a  fine  game 
41  into  their  hands;  the  king  of  Pruffia  would  then  no 
"  longer  delay  pulling  off  the  malk,  and  manifeiling  the 
"  defign  of  his  continual  armaments ;  in  which  cafe  Cour- 
V  land  might  poflibly  b§come  the  firft  facrince  to  his  am- 
V  bition." 

Numb. 
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Numb.  XXII. 

Tt-anjlated  Ext  raft  of  a  Difpatcb  from  Count  de  Bruhl  to   the 
Sieur  Funck,  dated  Dec.  I,   1754. 

I  cannot  conceal  from  you  a  piece  of  intelligence  I  have 
received,  concerning  a  new  project  of  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
to  facilitate  his  views  of  aggrandizement.  It  is  known  that 
that  prince  has  long  been  endeavouring  to  bring  the  courts 
.  of  Sweden  and  Denmark  into  his  intereft.  Having  failed 
in  the  overture  he  made  in  Denmark,  on  occafion  of  pro- 
longing the  fubfidiary  treaty  between  that  court  and  France, 
he  is  now  thinking  of  other  methods  to  fix  the  faid  court  in 
his  intereft. 

The  birth  of  the  young  grand  duke  of  Ruffia  muft  have 
appeared  to  him  a  favourable  opportunity  to  gain  that  end : 
for  as  he  imagines  that  after  this  event,  which  fecures  the 
fucceflion  in  the  dutchy  of  Holftein,  the  negotiation  for  ex- 
changing that  dutchy  againft  the  county  of  Oldenburgh  will 
meet  with  more  difficulties,  and  that  the  king  of  Denmark 
would  not,  without  great  reluctance,  drop  a  project  which 
would  give  his  dominions  the  compactnefs  he  fo  much  defires : 
'tis  pretended  that  he  has  propofed  another  plan  to  the  Da- 
nifh  court,  in  order  to  fucceed  in  his  views.  We  have  not 
yet  been  able  to  find  out  the  nature  of  this  plan,  nor  in 
what  manner  he  has  promifed  to  back  it,  whether  it  tends  to 
make  ufe  even  of  violent  means,  and  what  he  would  ftipu- 
late  for  himfelf  in  return.  However,  my  advices  make  me 
conjecture,  that  he  has  not  forgot  in  this  project  the  pre- 
text of  the  Greek  religion,  which  the  Grand  Duke  has  em- 
braced, and  which  is  not  one  of  the  religions  tolerated  in 
the  Empire ;  and  that  he  flatters  himfelf,  by  this  means,  to 
engage  therein  the  Empire,  and  the  guarantees  of  the  peace 
of  Weftphalia. 

Though  1  pretend  not  to  be  any  way  pofitive  in  regard 
to  this  project,  which,  after  all,  agrees  fo  well  with  the  ge- 
nius of  the  king  of  Pruflia ;  and  though  I  am  likewife  of 
opinion,  that  the  court  of  Denmark  will  not  be  the  dupe 
of  it;  the  bare  idea  of  fuch  a  project  does  neverthelefs 
feem  important  enough  for  you  to  impart  it  in  confi- 
dence to  the  Ruflian  miniftry,  but  ftill  with  the  neceflary 
caution,  f£c. 

Numb. 
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Numb.  XXIII. 

TranJIaled  Ext  raft  of  a  letter  from  the  Sieur  de  Funck  to  Count 
de  Bruhl.     Pctersburgh,  June  9,  1755. 

It  would  be  doing  good  fervice  to  the  common  caufe,  if 
a  friendly  hint  were  given  to  M.  de  Grofs,  that  he  mould 
mention  in  general  terms,  in  one  of  his  reports,  merely  to 
afford  occafion  for  infinuating  it  dexteroufly  to  the  Em- 
prefs,  that  the  king  of  Pruflia  muft  have  found  out  a  chan- 
nel in  Courland  to  get  exaft  information  of  the  fecrets  of 
this  court,  £5r. 

Numb.  XXIV. 

Tranjlattd  Extraft  of  a  Difpatch  from  Count  de  Bruhl  /«  M. 
Funck,  dated }\\\y  23,   1755. 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  difpatch  of  the  3Oth 
paft,  I  fliall  tell  you  I  have  not  failed  to  difcharge,  in  re- 
gard  to  M.  de  Grofs,  the  commifilon  contained  in  your  let- 
ter of  the  9th  pad.  He  received  with  thankfulnefs  the  ad- 
vice  that  was  given  him,  that  nothing  could  render  him 
more  acceptable  to  his  court,  than  making  in  his  reports  fre- 
quent and  artful  mention  of  the  pernicious  views  and  arti- 
fices of  the  Pruffians,  which  are  but  too  true ;  and  he  will 
not  fail  to  profit  of  this  counfel,  &c. 

Numb.  XXV. 

Extratt  of  a  Letter  from  the  Sieur  Funck  to  Count  de  Bruhl. 
Petersburgh,  Oft.  20,   1755. 

What  I  can  pofitively  fay,  concerning  the  objeft  of  the 
deliberations  of  the  laft  grand  council,  corififts  in  this : 
That  in  taking  for  their  bafis  the  known  irefult  of  the  grand 
council  at  Mofcow,  they  have  again  laid  it  down  as  a  funda- 
mental maxim  for  time  to  come,  to  oppofe  with  all  their 
forces  the  farther  aggrandizement  of  the  houfe  of  Branden- 
burgh,  and  for  this  purpofe  to  put  themfelves  in  fo  good  a 
pofture,  that  they  may  take  advantage  of  the  firft  opportu- 
nity that  fhall  offer ;  "  and  they  are  refolved  to  attack  the 
king  of  Pruffia  without  any  ulterior  dilcuffion,  not  only  in 
the  cafe  of  this  prince's  attacking  any  of  the  allies  of  this 
court ;  but  this  is  likewife  to  take  place,  if  the  king  of  Pruf- 
fia fiiould  be  attacked  by  one  of  the  faid  allies  of  this  court." 

To 
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To  this  end,  they  will  ereft  magazines  for  an  hundred  thou- 
fand  men  at  Riga,  Mittau,  Liebau,  and  Windau ;  and  they 
have  found  for  this  fervice  a  fund  of  two  millions  and  a  half 
of  roubles,  and  another  annual  fund  of  a  million  and  a  half 
to  maintain  thefe  arrangements. 

Numb.  XXVI. 

ExtraS  of  a  Dtfpatcb  from  Count   de  Bruhl  to  Secretary  PrafTe  at 
Petersburg!),  June  2,  1756. 

As  to  the  fecret  commiffion  for  transmitting  to  Peterf- 
burgh,  by  concealed  means,  advice  of  the  Pruffian  machi- 
nations in  the  Ukraine,  we  are  yet  in  fearch  of  a  good  and 
fafe  channel ;  and  they  (hall  very  foon  perceive,  in  fome  fhape 
or  other,  the  effeft  of  my  perfonal  inclination  to  fecond  fd 
good,  though  fomewhat  artful,  an  intention. 

Numb.  XXVII. 

Extrafl  of  a  Letter  from  Count  de  Flemming  to  Count  de  Bruhl, 
Vienna,  June  —  1756. 

I  am  further  to  add,  that  count  Keyferling  has  been  en- 
joined, by  the  laft  refcript,  to  fpare  neither  pains  nor  money 
to  come  to  an  exaft  knowledge  of  the  ftate  of  the  revenues  of 
this  court.  It  is  likely  that  they  want  to  be  informed  of  it,  in 
order  to  know  exactly,  whether  this  court  can  eafily  fupport, 
by  its  own  funds,  and  without  the  afliftance  of  England,  the 
charges  of  a  war  ;  and  whether  it  can,  beildes?  furnifh  fub^ 
fulies,  &c. 

From  the  fame,  dated  June  9. 

There  is  reafon  to  prefume,  that  it  has  been  concerted  be- 
tween the  two  Imperial  courts  of  Vienna  and  Rufiia,  that  the 
latter,  the  better  to  mafk  the  true  realbns  of  her  armament, 
ihould  do  it  under  the  apparent  pretext  of  thereby  keeping 
herfelf  in  a  condition  to  fulfil  her  engagements. contracted  in 
the  laft  fubfidiary  convention  with  England,  in  cafe  of  need  ; 
and  when  all  the  preparations  are  finiihed,  then  to  fall  fud- 
denly  upon  the  king  of  Pruffia,  &c. 


From 


G  E  O  R  G  E    II.  461 

From  the  fame,  dated  June  9. 

By  the  general  and  obfcure  overtures  which  a  certain  mini- 
fter  has  made  to  the  fieur  Prafle,  touching  the  armament  of 
Ruflia,  and  which  your  excellency  has  been  pleafcd  to  com- 
municate to  me  by  the  faid  difpatch;  I  have  remarked  that 
that  minifter  begins  to  grow  more  referred  and  myfterious 
about  the  intentions  of  his  court.  This  referve  feems  to  me 
conformable  to  that  which  is  praftifcd  here,  where  they  alfo 
only  give  one  to  underftand,  that  they  have  no  other  defign 
than  to  remain  quiet,  and  prepare  in  the  mean  time  againft 
any  event  that  may  happen  in  the  prefent  junctures,  &c. 

Numb.  XXVIII. 

Vienna,  July  28,  1756. 
Letter  from  Count  Flemming  to  Count  tie  Bruhl. 

Monfieur,, 

Monfieur  Klingraeff  received  laft  Saturday  an  exprefs  from 
his  court,  in  canfequence  of  which  he  fent  a  note  the  next 
morning  to  count  de  Kaunitz,  earneftly  entreating  him  to  ap- 
point an  hour  for  a  conference  with  him:  This  note  was  de- 
livered to  the  chancellor  of  date,  juft  while  he  was  in  confe* 
rence  with  the  marfhals  Neuperg  and  Brown,  and  general 
prince  Piccolomini.  And  as  he  intended  to  wait  upon  tht 
Emprefs-queen  immediately  after  the  conference,  in  order  to 
make  her  a  report  thereof,  he  fent  word  to  M.  KlingrefF,  that 
lie  was  indeed  obliged  to  go  to  Schcenbrunn,  but  nererthelefs 
he  would  be  obliged  to  him  if  he  would  haften  to  him  that 
very  inftant ;  which  the  Pruflian  nnnifter  did  not  fail  to  da. 
Count  de  Kaunitz  told  me  in  confidence,  at  a  converfation  I 
had  with  him  yeilerday  morning,  that  M.  Klingrasff,  on  his  ao 
coding  him,  gave  him  to  underftand,  with  a  certain  embarra(£ 
ment  mixed  with  uneafinefs,  that  he  had  juft  received  an  exprefs 
from  his  court,  who  brought  him  fome  orders,  the  contents  of  •  . 
which  he  was  to  lay  before  the  Emprefs-queen  in  perfon,  and 
for  this'purpofe  he  was  enjoined  to  demand  a  private  audience 
of  her  Imperial  majefty,  which  he  defired  he  would  be  pleaf- 
ed  to  procure  for  him.  That  he,  count  Kaunitz,  made  an- 
fwer,  that  being  juft  ready  to  fet  out  for  Schcenbrunn,  he 
willingly  took  upon  him  to  demand  the  audience  he  defired; 
but  could  not  avoid  letting  him  underllaad,  that  it  was  pro- 
per 
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per  he  mould  he  enabled  at  leaft,  in  general  terms,  to  give 
the-Emprefs  previous  notice  of  the  nature  of  the  infinuations 
he  had  orders  to  make  to  her  majefty.     Whereupon  M.  de 
Klingneff  told  him,  that  he  was  charged  to  demand  amicably, 
and  by  way  of  eclaircirTement,  in  the  name  of  the  king  his 
matter,  what  was  the  tendency  of  the  armaments  and  military 
preparations  making  here,  and  whether  they  might  not,  per- 
haps, concern  him;  which,  however,  he  could  not  imagine, 
as  he  did  not  know  that  he  had  given   the  leaft  occafion  for 
them.     That  he,   Kaunitz,  replied,  that  he  could  not  juft: 
then  make  any  anfwer  to  that  overture ;  that  he  would  not 
fail  to  make  a  report  thereof  immediately  to  theEmprefs,  and 
procure  him  the  audience  he  requefted :  That,  neverthelefs, 
he  could  not  forbear  telling  him,  that  he  was  furprifed  at  the 
explanation  which  the  king  his  mailer  required  concerning 
the  meafures  taken  in  this  country,   feeing  this  court  had  ex- 
prefTed  no  uneafmefs  or  umbrage  at  the  great  movements  and 
preparations  which  had  been  previously  obferved  in  his  army. 
This  minifter  farther  told  me,  "  That  having  fet  out  imme- 
diately after   for  Schcenbrunn,  he   had   reflected  by  the  way 
on  the  anfwer  he  mould  advife  his  fovereign  to  give  M.  Klin- 
grzeff;  and  having  thought  he  perceived    that   the  king  of 
Pruflia  had  two  objects  in  view,  which  this  court  was  defirous 
equally  to   avoid,  viz.  to    come  to  conferences  and  eclair- 
ciflements,  that  might  at  firft  caufe  a  fufpicion  of  the  meafures 
which  they  judged  necefiary  to  be  continued  vigoroufly;  and 
fecondly,  to  lead  matters  further  on,  to  other  proportions 
and  more  efTential  engagements ;    he  had  therefore  judged 
that  the  anfwer  ought  to  be  of  fuch  a  nature  as  might  en- 
tirely elude  the  king  of  Pruflia's  queftion  ;  and  that,  in  leav- 
ing no  more  room  for  further  explanations,  it  Ihould  at  the 
fame  time  be  refoluteand  polite,  without  being  fufceptible  of 
any  interpretation  either  finifter  or  favourable.     That  pur- 
fiiant  to  this  notion,  it  appeared  to  him  fufficient,  that  the  Em- 
prefs  mould  content  herfelf  with  fimpjy  anfwering,  That  in 
the  violent  general  crifis  Europe  was  now  in,  her  duty  and 
the  dignity  of  her  crown  required  her  to  take  fufficient  mea- 
fures for  her  own  fecurity  as  well  as  for  the  fafety  of  her  friends 
and  allies."     That  the  Emprets-queen  had   approved  of  this 
anfwer  ;  and  to  fhew  that  the  king  of  Pruflia's  ftep  and  de- 
mand did  not  occafion  the  leaft  embarraflment  here,  her  ma- 
jefty immediately  ordered  the  hour  of  M.  KlingrajfFs  audience 
to  be  fixed  for  the  next  day,  which  was  the  day  before  yefter- 
day  :  and  after  hearing  that  minifter's  proportion,  juft  as  he 

had 
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had  imparted  it  the  preceding  day  to  count  de  Kaunitz,  flic 
had  anfwered  him  precifely  in  the  terms  abovementioned, 
and  then  fuddenly  broke  off  the  audience  with  a  nod,  without 
entering  into  any  further  detail.  It  is  certain  that  all  Vienna, 
being  then  affembled  in  the  Emprefs-queen's  drawing-room, 
as  it  was  a  day  of  galla,  faw  M.  Klingraeff  enter,  and  depart 
in  a  very  few  minutes,  with  an  embarrafled  countenance.  1 
have  all  thefe  particulars  from  the  mouth  of  count  de  Kau- 
nitz, who  on  this  occafion  has  talked  to  me  with  more  open. 
iiefs  and  confidence,  than  he  had  hitherto  done,  and  even 
charged  me.  to  make  ufe  of  them  in  my  difpatches  to  your 
excellency,  but  ftill  with  the  greateft  iecrecy. 

It  is  Jo  much  the  lefs  doubted  that  this  anfwer,  equally 
tfrong  and  obfcure,  will  greatly  puzzle  the  king  of  Prulfia  i 
and  'tis  pretended  here,  thai  that  prince  mult  be  under  a 
great  deal  of  uneafmefs,  and  that  he  has  already  drawn  three 
millions  of  crowns  out  of  his  treafury,  for  the  charges  of  his 
preparations  and  augmentations. 

It  is  prefumed,  and  not  without  probability,  that  his  de-  • 
fign  in  the  demand  abovementioned  was,  that  if  he  had  been 
anfwered,  that  he  himfelf  had  been  the  caufe  of  the  arma- 
ments made  here,  he  would  have  endeavoured  to  clear  him- 
felf of  the  charge,  by  alledging,  in  proof  of  his  innocence, 
that  for  this  very  reafon  he  did  not  even  form  the  camps 
which  he  has  already  traced  to  exercife  his  foWiers,  but  had 
ordered  the  regiments  to  feparate ;  perhaps  imagining  he 
fliould  lay  this  court  under  a  neceflity  to  follow  his  example 
by  difcontinuing  likewife  its  preparations.  However,  I  think, 
he  will  find  it  no  qafy  matter  to  divert  it  from  its  defign  by 
fuch  illufions  as. thefe. 

We  have  learned  by  an  exprefs  who  arrived  laft  Sunday 
from  the  count  de  Puebla,  that  notwithstanding  the  feigned 
difpofitions  of  the  king  of  Pruflia,  his  troops  (till  continued 
filing  off  towards  Silefia.  Befides,  it  is  very  eafily  underftood 
that  that  prince,  by  the  local  pofition  of  his  army,  which  he 
can  aflemble  in  as  many  weeks  as  it  would  require  months 
to  do  the  fame  here,  on  account  of  the  diftance  of  the  place? 
where  the  troops  are  quartered,  has  too  vifible  an  advantage 
over  this  court,  which  he  can  put  to  fuch  great  expences  by 
long  and  continual  marches,  that  they  would  at  lait  become 
intolerable  :  I  fay,  it  is  very  readily  underftood,  that  it  is 
neceflary  to  purfue,  without  interruption,  the  meafures  alrea- 
dy begun,  in  order  to  put  themfelves,  in  the  prcfcnt  circunv 
fiances,  upon  equal  terms,  and  in  a  good  condition ;  that  the 
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king  of  Pruffia  may  be  thereby  obliged,  to  keep  up  his  sr-* 
maments  and  the  augmentations  made,  and  to  be  made,  which 
exceed  his  faculties,  or  wafte  himfelf  gradually  ;  or  elfe,  itt 
order  to  preterit  this  inconvenience,  to  take  a  precipitate  re- 
folution  j  which,  I  think,  is  the  very  thing,  expefted  from 
him. 

The  return  of  M.  Klingraeff's  courier,  which  the  faid  prmces 
no  doubt,  waits  for  \vith  the  utmoft  impatience,  "will  give  us 
more  light  into  his  difpoiitions.  There  is  reafon  to  believe, 
that  if  he  thinks  himfelf  menaced,  he  will  no  longer  delay 
coming  to  action,  and  preventing  thofe  whom  he-  dreads,  in 
order  to  take  advantage  of  the  fituation  in  which  this  court 
will  be  till  the  end  of  the  motirh  of  Augoift,  which  is  the  term 
when  all  the  troops  are  to  be  alfembled.  But  on  the  other 
hand,  if  he  remains  quiet,  he  ma'y  be  perfuaded  that  he  will 
not  be  molefted  or  attacked,  at  leaf  mt  this  year.  However^ 
from  all  the  observations  I  make,  I  cannot  but  imagine,  that 
this  court  muft  be  very  fure  of  the*  friendfhip  and  attach- 
ment of  Ruffia.  And 'this  feems  to  me  to  be  farther  con- 
firmed by  a  letter  of  the  6  D.  c.  from  M.  Swart,  the  Dutcri 
rninifter  at  Petersburgh,  to  M.  de  Burmannia,  wherein  he 
writes  among  other  things,  that  the  French  emiflary,  the 
chevalier  Douglas,  gained  ground  every  day. 

As  this  cannot  fail  of  producing  an  alteration  in  the  old 
fyftem  of  Ruffia,  it  does  not  appear  furprifing  that  the  high- 
chancellor  count  Beftucheff,  agreeably  to  what  your  excellency 
did  me  the  hoaour  to  write  to  me  in  your  laft  difpatch,  has 
refolved  to  retire  into  the  country,  under  the  pretext  of  reco- 
vering his  health,  and  to  withdraw  a- while  from  public  bufi- 
nefs;  as  he  may  be  willing  to  wait  what  turn  affairs  may 
take,  and  perhaps  forefees  that  the  hour  is  at  hand,  fmce  the 
whole  feems  to  depend  on  the  king  of  Pruflia's  refolution  ;  it 
being  certain,  that  if  he  remains  quiet,  the  court  of  Vienna 
will  not  begin  to  a£i  neither,  at  leaft  this  year:  but  me 
will  endeavour,-  during  that  interval,  to  finifh  her  prepara- 
tions, that  fhe  may  the  next  year  be  in  a  fituation  to  take  a 
*courfe  fnitable  to  the'circumitances  and  events  which  time 
may  produce. 

This  confirms  me  more  and  more  in  the  opinion  which  I 
ventured  to  take  the  liberty  to  communicate  to  your  excel- 
lency in  my  former  letters,  that  our  court  has  no  furer  means 
to  profit  by  the  prefent  conjunctures,  which,  perhaps,  never 
•were  fo  favourable  during  the  reign  of  our  auguil  mafter,  than 
by  putting  itfelfin  a  good  poflure,  to  the  end  that  its  con- 
currence 
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cirrrence  may  be  courted.    A  friend  of  mine,  who  pre'err! 
have  his  information  tVOm  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  trea! 
affures  me,  that  this  court  h^s  remitted  a  million  of  florins  to 
Ru(fia." 

Count  de'  itaunitz  has  told  me,  that  the  advices  which  yoor 
excellency  had  conveyed  to  him  of  reports  fpread  by  the  king 
of  Pruffia,  concerning  alliances  to  be  made  between  him  and 
us,  as  alfo  with  Ruffia ;  and,  moreover,  that  this  court  was 
taking  upon  her  to  mediate  between  France  and  England  ; 
has  already  been  font  to  him  by  other  hands,  and  confequent- 
ly  cfcferved  the  more  attention,  as  well  as  to  be  contradicted ; 
which  the  Emprefs-queen's  minifters  at  the  courts- of  Europe 
would  accordingly  be  ordered  to  do.  This  chancellor  of  ftate 
further  told  me,  there  was  advice,  that  the  king  of  Pruflia  had 
had  an  intention  to  furprize  the  city  of  Stralfund  in  Swc- 
difh  Pomerania . ;  and  that,  \f  this  proved  true,  it  was  likely 
to  be  in  confcquence  of  the  plot  lately  difcoveretl  at  Stock' 
holm.  '  *\ 

If  your  excellency  has  an  opportunity  to  mate  ir.finuations 
with  fafcty  at  the  court  of  jLoudon,  you  might  perhaps  do  it 
fome  fervice  by  apprizing  it  of  the  daoger  into  which  it 
has  been  led  by  thofe  who  now  have  the  greatwil  influence 
there. 

It  will  be  a  hard  tafk  for  that  CQ'.irt  to  get  out  of  the  dif- 
trefs,  which  (lie  has  plunged  heifeif  into  ;  and  if  me  does  not 
detach  herfelf  from  the  king  of  I'rufiia,  by  making  her  peace 
with  France  en  the  beft  comiit'iuns  that  can  be  had,  the  latter 
will  go  on' from  fuCcefs  to  fuccefs,  and  from .  one  proj^ft  to 
another,  which  in  the  long  run  may  prove  fatal  to  the  houfc  • 
of  Hanover, 

I  beg  it  as  a  favour  of  your  excellency,  that  you  would  not 
dcfcend  to  particulars  with  M.  de  Broglie  about  aoy  thing  I 
fiave  the  honour  to  write  to  your  excellency  ;  becaufe  that 
ambaffadpr  holds  a  correfpondencc  with  M.  d'Aubeterre,  who 
has  tolcl  me  with  fome  furprize,  that  the  count  de  Broglie 
was  fully  perfuaded,  that  mifchief  was  intended  agatnft 
the  king  of  Pruffia,  and  even  accufed  him  of  ciiftruft  and 
too  much  referve  concerning  the  defigns  of  the  court  of 
Vienna. 

The  marquis  d'Aubeterre  having  long  folicired  permifTioa 
to  abfent  liimfelf  from  his  poft  for  a  few  months  in  order  to 
attend  his  family  affairs,  which  require  liu.pulence  at  Paris, 
has  at  laiV  obtained  his  requeft. 

Numb.  zc.  C  g  General 
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General  Karoli,  and  not  general  Nadafti,  as  was  thought, 
has  juft  been  declared  barm  of  Croatia. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

C.  Flemming. 

Numb.  XXIX. 

Drefden,  July  6,  1751. 
To  Count  de  Flemming  «r  Vienna. 

T  take  the  opportunity  of  the  departure  of  a  courier,  lent 
by  count  de  Sternberg  to  his  court,  with  the  advices  which 
the  count  de  Puebla  has  lately  communicated  to  him,  con- 
cerning the  mighty  warlike  preparations  of  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  which  feem  to  threaten  more  and  more  a  rupture  on 
his  part. 

Your  excellency  cannot  fail  of  being  more  particularly  and 
fpccially  informed  of  thefe  advices  and  dangerous  appearances, 
by  the  miniftry  of  their  Imperial  majefties,  and  I  content  my- 
felf  with  tranfmitting  to  you  the  annexed  extract  of  the  laft 
letter  from  M.  de  Bulow,  who  mentions  the  fame  apprehen- 
fions.  Having  juft  been  difcourfing  in  confidence  on  this  fub- 
ject  with  count  de  Sternberg,  I  am  to  authorile  you,  to  con- 
fer on  an  object  fo  interefting  to  both  courts,  with  the  mini- 
ftry of  that  court  where  you  refide;  to  make  them  fenfible 
of  the  difficulties  and  dangers  to  which  we  mould  be  expofed, 
by  the  patfage  of  a  Pruffian  army  through  Saxony,  which  our 
fituation  would  no  way  permit  us  to  oppofe,  or  perhaps  by 
ibme  ulterior  and  more  fignificative  propofition  and  demand, 
which  his  Pruflian  majefty  might  make  on  thatoccafion;  and 
to  engage  them  to  open  their  mind  to  us  with  the  utmoft  " 
confidence,  in  regard  to  the  meafures  they  intend  to  purfue, 
in  order  to  preferve  theinfelves  from  an  unjuft  attack,  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  cover  and  protect  the  dominions  of  the  king 
our  matter,  which  are  again  menaced  through  our  faithful 
attachment  to  our  allies. 

To  anfwer  the  laft  intent,  it  would  no  doubt  be  necefTary 
to  alTemble  forthwith  a  fufficient  army  in  the  circles  of  Bohe- 
mia that  are  neareft  to  our  frontiers;  and  it  would  be  equally 
ufeful  to  the  two  courts,  if  her,  majefty  the  Emprefs-queen 
would  be  pleafed  to  order  field-marihal  Brown  to  communi- 
cate and  concert  matters,  at  all  events,  and  with  the  proper 
caution  and  fecrecy,  with  our  field-marmal  count  Rutowlki,, 
whom  the  king  has  already  authorifcd  for  this  purppfe. 

Beiqg 
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Being  pciTuaded  that  the  court  of  Vienna  finds  her  own  ac- 
count in  our  fafety  and  prefer  vation,  I  hare  explained  my  felt* 
on  all  this  iiiore .at  large  with  the  count  de  Sternberg,  who  will 
not  fail  to  give  an  exaft  account  thereof  hy  the  fame  courier  ; 
and  for  the  reft,  I  can  depend  on  your  penetration,  zeal  and 
addrefs,  which  difpenfe  with  my  adding  here  all  the  reflections 
and  efiential  motives,  fuitable  to  this  ciit'cal  iituation,  and 
agreeable  to  the  connections  fubfifting  between  the  two 
courts. 

1  only  entreat  your  excellency  to  haften,  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  theeJairchTeinents  you  may  have  to  fend  me. 

1  a m,  &c. 
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ANSWERS  of  the  Court  of  VIENNA, 

TO    THE 

PRUSSIAN  Declarations,  circular  Re- 
fcriptSj  and  Memorials. 


• One  thing  remains  to  be  cleared  up  ;  this  is  the; 

great  myftery  which  the  king  of  Pruflia  thought  proper  re* 
reveal  to  the  public,  with  a  view  of  juftifying  his  precipi- 
tant meafures  in  infracting  the  peace. 

The  fpoils  of  the  fecret  cabinet  of  Drefden  a. re  to  afford 
him  the  materials,  and  to  fupply  the  want  of  true  motives 
for  his  antecedent  invafion. 

In  civil  and  private  affairs  it  is,  indeed,  true,  that  no  judge 
would  admit  of  things,  violently  taken  from  the  party  ac- 
cufed,  as  a  legal  and  good  evidence.  In  political  affairs,  we 
have  not  yet  had  any  fuch  inftance  which  might  beimitate4 
without  prejudice  to  the  law  of  nations. 

But  whatever  thefe  proceedings  fo  violent,  and  never 
heard  of,  may  come  to,  the  intentions  of  Pruffia  cannot  ob- 
tain their  end  by  them.  There  is  firft  the  chief  and  moil 
material  queftion  ;  "  Do  thefe  pieces  of  correfpondence,  fo 
taken  and  then  published  in  the  Pruffian  memorial,  actually 
and  really  exift  ?  And  if  they  do,(  are  their  contents  truly 
the  fame  as  related  ?  And, .fuppofe  them  to  be  originals,  are 
they  not  falfe  and  fuppofititious  r" 

Thefe  pretended  originals  are  communicated  only  by  way 
of  extrads  not  duly  connected ;  hence  there  remains  a  fuf- 
jpjcion,  that  fuch  p adages  as  did  not  fait  the  publifherof 
them,  were  purpofely  left  ouf,  or  at  leail  difguifed  by  fome 
able  hand. 

Such,  and  many  other  reafonable  doubts  could  be  made, 
and  this  alone  is  enough  to  prevent  an  eafy  belief.  It  is  a 
rnatter  of  furprize  to  fee  thefe  pieces  obtruded  upon  the  pub- 
lic, from  which  it  was  expedited  that  every  body  would  blindly 
ti  uft  the  Pruffian  compiler  to  believe  them,  without  exami- 
pjng  the  alleations. 
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The  contents  of  the  mcmnric.f,  when  duly 
jfbftly  tend  to  mifleadan  inadvertent  reader  by  tin  mu- 

tations of  thofe  pieces,  called  Juftifying  Proofs,  which  Jhcw  the 
Very  contrary  of  what  the  Pruflinn  court  affects  to  have  found 
therein.  It  is,  indeed,  hard  to  find  out  a  reafon,  why  they 
were  publifhed  ;  there  being  many  things,  which  the  rules  of 
policy  ought  to  have  induced  the  court  of  Berlin  to  conceal. 

Directly  in  the  preamble  of  the  laid  memorial  its  author  has 
Committed  a  manifeft  blunder  by  annexing  the  *#,  or  as  ho 
lliles  it,  Tbe  Treaty  of  Partition,  which,  indeed,  was  entered 
into  by  his  Polifh  majefty,  as  elector  of  Saxony,  the  i8th  of 
May,  1745,  during  the  late  war  ;  and  forgetting  at  the  fame 
time,  or  wilfully  omitting,  tTi'e  union-projeti,  delivered  to  hig 
Polifh  majefty  by  count  Harrach,  after  the  condufion  of  the 
peace  of  Drefden  :  though  he  is  endeavouring  to  found  his 
whole  reafoning  upon  the  renewal  of  the  faid  a3  of  the  year 
1745,  which  is  contained  therein. 

However,  thereaforiof  this  artful  concealment  is  not  diffi-. 
Cult  to  be  gueflfed  at.     He  faw  that,  by  the  fyetch  thereof, 
there  would  appear  the  moft  fmcere  refolutions,  faithfully  and 
religioufly  to  obferve  the  reiterated  conclufiou  of  the  treaty  of 
peace,  ratified  by  both  parties,  which  was  made  the  prelimi- 
nary article  to  this  union-projeQ.     The  reft  contained  two  pro- 
vifions,  one   for   time   of  peace,  and  the  other  for  a  future 
time  of  war.     Concerning  the   firft,  it  was   (Hpulatcd  that 
every  thing  fliould  go  on  according   to  that  quite  innocent 
treaty  of  the  zoth  of  December,    1743,  and  the  ad  of  the 
ijth  of  May,  1744  ;  fo  that  it  was  impoffible  to  make  any 
objections  againft  it.  In  the  article  concerning  a  future  time  of 
>var,  proper  c^re  was  taken,  for  fear  of  any  mifinterpreration, 
and  therefore  the  following  words  were  made  ufe  of;   "  But 
if,  notwithftanding  the  management  to  be  obkr.ed   by  the 
two  contracting  parties  towards  Pruffia,  and  the  Cnccrity  and 
faith  in  fulfilling  the  treaties  concluded,  a  new  inteiruption  of 
the  peace  eftablifhed  the  25th  of  December  of  laft  year,  ftiouid 
on  the  other  hand  be  undertaken,  and  confequcntly,  tbt  /&** 
cirtumflances,  as  they  wfre  Iff  ere  the  conclufion  cf  tbii  double  peace  * 
lay  the  parties,  according  to  all  tbe  Jaws  bctb  d:<vinc  and  htaruut, 
under  tbe  fame  cbllgaticn  towards  tad  otber  ;  in  fitc'u  a  tojet  b*t 
neither  before*  or    eitberwtfrt  all  Jhall  be   ejtccrr.fd,  ma-iutd,  and 
ccmpromifed,  what  tie  ffcret  convention  ,  fig  ncd  Drej[dti»t  April  2$tbt 
and  Vienna,  Maj  $ 
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Who  but  the  author  of  the  above  memorial,  could  look  upon 
fuch  propofals  as  of  an  extraordinary  nature?  According  to 
the  difference  of  times,  different  former  conventions  are  pro- 
pofed  to  be  renewed  ;  and  the  rncafures  to  betaken  in  a  future 
time  of  war,  are  not  to  bind,  nor  take  effect,  until,  according 
to  all  the  la^-usj  both  divine  and  human,  the  parties  were  no  more 
bound  to  peace  ;  and  the  full  right  of  fuch  treaties  ihouid  not 
before  be  entered  upon,  or  avail. 

This  was  the  project,  and  ib  it  remained,  as  appears,  among 
other  things,  from  the  anfwerof  count  Biuhl  to  count  Flem- 
ming's  letter,  containing  the  intimation  of  count  Uhleft-ld, 
dated  March  8th,  1753,  and  inferted  among  the  Prulllan  Juf- 
tifying  Proofs,  Numb.  XIII.  where  fome  other  conventional 
proportions  are  mentioned,  to  which  count  Bruhl  made  this 
anfwer;  "  I  am  previoufly  of  opinion,  that  what  was  pro- 
v  mifed  us  \\\l\\z  declaration  of  May  3d,  1745,  might  ferve  for 

the  bans." 

The  abufe  made  of  this  firft  allegation  by  the  Pruflian 
court,  will  be  a  pattern  to  judge  of  the  reft. 

Two  manifeft  falfities  betray  themfelves  in  a  particular 
manner  in  the  allegation  of  two  letters,  Numb.  XV.  and 
XVI ;  one  was  written  by  Mr.  Weingarteti,  the  ambaffador's 
fecretary,  and  directed  to  count  Uhlefeld  at  Vienna  :  the 
other  is  a  letter  of  count  Bernes  to  the  Emprefs-queen's  mi- 
nifter  at  Berlin.  It  is  neither  probable  or  comprehenfible, 
that  fuch  originals  could  ever  have  happened  to  be  put  up  in 
the  fccret  cabinet  of  Drefden.  However,  fuppofe  them  to 
be  originals,  the  firft  of  thefe  letters  does  not  contain  any 
thing  prejudicial,  hut  only  the  truth,  concerning  rhe  conti- 
nual military  preparations  of  Pruffia.  The  feconci  letter  are 
private  thoughts  of  a  minifler,  which  his  court,  on  recogni- 
zance, never  would  have  approved  of,  but  rather  cenfured 

them  with  indignation. 

•The  cafe  of  her  majefty  the  Emprefs-queen  was  very  diffe- 
rent from  that  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  :  the  continual  danger 
of  an  attack  me  was  in,  fmce  the  peace  of  Drefden,  was  a 
real  concern.  The  experience  of  repeated  infractions  of  the 
peace,  committed  by  Pruffia,  and  followed  within  a  few  years 
one  by  another,  left  no  room  to  the  court  of  Vienna  to  expecl 
another  fate  :  for  the  king  of  Pruffia  was  continually,  arming 
himfelf,  and  augmenting  his  forces  ;  though  the  peace  was 
but  lately  concluded,  and  no  probability  of  any  danger;  the 
houfc  of  Auftria,  being  'engaged  in  another  war,  Ruffia  at  a 
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great  diftance,  and  Saxony  too  weak  for  any  enterprise  : 
Pruffia  was  fo  ferious  in  its  preparations,  as  made  it  Inrd  to 
diftiiTguUh  a  time   of  peace  and  a  time  of  aclual  wai  ; 
each  other. 

Adding  the  notorious  turbulent  temper  of  the  prefentking, 
his  continual  intrigues  with  foreign  courts,  his  contraven- 
tions, his  raifing  difpntes  among  his  neighbours  ;  nothing 
could  be  expected  but  that  he  would  play  his  game  again  the 
firft  opportunity,  and  unexpectedly  interrupt  the  moil  folemn 
treaties  of  peace:  by  which  it  would  appear,  that  he  only 
had  made  peace  in  order  to  prepare  for  another  war  with  re- 
newed ftrength. 

The  Imperial  court  of  Ruffia  has  no  lefs  intereft  in  the 
fupport  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  than  this  houfe  in  the  un- 
difturbcd  tranquillity  of  the  Ruffian  monarchy,  and  both 
courts  in  the  defence  of  the  republic  of  Poland  againft  the 
aggrandizing  views  of  Pruffia,  and  its  intermeddling  with  the 
domeftic  affairs  of  this  kingdom.  Therefore  no  better  method 
could  be  taken  to  provide  for  the  common  xvelfare  and  future 
fafety,  than  the  union  of  the  two  courts,  which  was  effected 
by  the  treaty  of  1746,  obliging  each  other  to  unite  their 
ftrength  for  letting  proper  bounds  to  the  overgrown  power  of 
Pruflia,  if  this  king,  not  fatisfied  with  the  conliderable  acqui- 
fitions  he  had  made,  mould  again  proceed  to  fome  hoftilities 
againft  either  of  the  contracting  parties,  or  the  republic  of 
Poland,  their  ally. 

Thefe  are  the  contents,  and  the  view  of  the  fourt b  ft crtt 
article  of  this  defenfwe  treaty  of  friendlnip,  concluded  at  PC- 
terlburgh,  1746, 'to  which  the  Pruflian  memorial  was  endea- 
vouring to  give  a  falfe  colour,  by  pretending  it  to  be  cjfen~ 
five. 

How  was  it  poflible,  in  any  convention,  to  ufe  plainer 
terms,  or  more  binding  exprellions,  than  were  made  ufe  of 
in  this  very  article  ?  The  parties  obliging  each  other  to  ob- 
ferve  religioufly  the  peace  concluded  at  Drefdcn  with  the  king 
of  Pruflia  in  every  particular,  and  irrevocably  to  continue 
the  renunciation  and  ceflion  of  Silefia  and  Glatz,  without 
having  any  regrefs  to  the  rights  fo  renounced,  until  it 
happen  that  the  king  of  Pruffia  bimfclf,  by  attacking 
RuJJia,  or  the  republic  of  Poland,  jbould  make  fucb  a  caje  to  t.\,,i. 

The  king  of  Pruflia  therefore  had  no  rcafon  to  take  um- 
brage at  this  article ;  the  regrefs  to  the  rights  upon  Silefi* 
and  Glatz    being  onlycafuai;  for   it  was   in  his  power,  by 
only  omitting  hoftilities,  to  make  it  void  and  ineffectual. — 
G  g  4  The 
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The  fourth  fecret  article  of  this  convention  between  the  two 
Imperial  courts,  is  a  convincing  proof  that  their  motives  and 
views,  from  the  beginning,  and  ten  years  after,  were  no 
inore  than  to  procure  a  fufficient  fecurity  againft  the  dange- 
rous neighbourhood  of  Prufiia,  and  to  agree  before-hand 
•  upon  proper  meafures  to  be  taken  for  maintaining  the  gene- 
ral repofe,  including  the  republic  of  Poland,  as  an  ally  to 
both  parties  by  compacts.  The  far-fetched  Pruffian  induc- 
tions and  idle  infmuations  of  an  offenfive  defign,  are  there- 
fore to  be  looked  upon  as  entirely  defeated  by  the  nature  or 
the  abovementioned  fecret  article,  and  its  literal  fenfe. 

But  fuppofe  the  engagements  of  the  two  courts  by  the 
tneaty  of  Peterfburgh,  for  obtaining  this  falutary  end,  had 
been  to  fend  fome  fuccou.rs,  without  entering  previoufly  into 
a  clofe  union  to  Hand  with  their  united  force  againil  the  ori- 
ginal difturber  of  the  peace,  would  not  fuch  meafures  have 
proved  inefficient,  and  the  execution  thereof  very  dange- 
rqus,  or  even  impoffible  ?  For  the  ftipulated  fuccours  of 
60,000  men  could  not  have  been  fent  to  fuch  diilant  pro- 
vinces without  weakening  the  fecurity  of  frontiers. 

The  peaceable  intentions  of  the  two  courts  required  no 
more  than  mutual  engagements  conditionally  entered  uponr 
in  cafe  PrufFm  mould  make  the  firft  attack,  and  again  difturb 
the  common  peace  ;  which,  doubtlefs,  is  a  real  and  true  mark 
to . d i ft \ n  g u  i  fh  Jefenfi-ve  f>  cm  ojfenjvue  alliances. 

But  the  Prufilan  writers  go  a  great  deal  farther,  and  en- 
deavour to  pevfi.sde  the  public,  that  a  prince  is  authorized 
to  invade  his  neighbour,  only  upon  a  probability  and  fufpi- 
cion  of  being  in  danger  to  be  attacked.  If  it  be  fo,  how 
can  they  maintain,  that  the  Errrprefs- queen  could,  or  ought 
not  to  have  taken  meafures  by  a  treaty  with  Ruffia,  againrl  a 
tufbulent  neighbour,  who  broke  the/ peace  three  or,  four 
time?,  unprovoked  by  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  and  its  allies  ? 
Self-prefervation,  which  is  founded  on  the  principles  of  the 
law  of  nature,  prefciibes-this  rule,  "  That  one  oue;ht  to  be 
"  the  more  circumfpeft  and  careful  in  providing  fufficient 
«'  .means,  the  greater  the  power  is  of  a  difturber,  in  order 
"  to  cppofe  efre&ually  his  defigns-."" 

Any  power  is  authorized,  beyond  controverfy,  to  convene 
with  oth,;r  powers  for  pre(erving  the  general  tranquillity  ; 
nnd  no  one  cad  j-.mly  take  offence  at?  or  look  upon  it  as  a. 
<ierogation  from  his.  rights.  There  may  be  feverat  circnm- 
fiances  which  require*  according  to  the  laws  of  fociety,  thaf 
fome  niuuber  of.  them  liquid  join  hands  for  this  purpofe.  If 
-  this 
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this  ftiould  be  negle&ed,  and  a  disturber  be  fure  of  neVer 
Jofjng,  but  keeping  what  he  has,  or  what  was  ceded  to  him 
for  the  fake  of  peace,  or  of  inert  afing  his  poifdfions  to  ag* 
grandize  himfclf  at  the  expence  of  his  neighbour!,  ther« 
would  be  no  living  in  this  world  in  peace  and  fefety  for  any 
ihte. 

We  may  remember  the  famous  quadruple  alliance  conclud- 
ed, with  general  approbation,  in  the  year  1718,  which  per- 
fectly agrees  with  our  principles  abovementioned.  The  fc- 
venth  article,  and  the  third  fecret  article,  as  alib  the  fccond 
article  of  the  acceffion-aft  of  the  States-General,  February  20, 
1732,  are  particularly  to  be  taken  notice  of.  This  alliance 
being  made  folely  for  the  maintenance  of  public  tranquillity, 
will  be  a  fufficicnt  and  convincing  proof  that  the  tW9  maritime 
powers,  in  cafe  of  an  attack,  have  engaged  themfeJves  to  m 
great  deal  more  towards  Auilria,.  than  Rufiia  has  done  in  rh4 
fourth  fecret  article  of  the  treaty  of  Petersburg.  The  article 
laft  mentioned  or"  this  quadruple  alliance,  is  comprised  in  the 
following  formal  expreffions  ;  "  But  in  cafe  the  auxiliaries 
abovementioned  mould  be  found  iafufficient,  in  regard  to  the 
impendent  neceffity,  then  the  contracting  parties  (hall,  with- 
out delay,  agree  to  a  more  ample  fuppiy,  and  be  bound,  in 
order  to  repel  the  force  of  the  enemy,  and  to  procure  fati£- 
faction,  reparation,  and  full  fecurity  to  the  party  oirended,  to 
affift,  if  neccfiity  fhould  require  it,  their  ally  with  all  their 
forces,  and  declare  war  againft  the  aggrefior."  Thefe  laft 
words,  undoubtedly,  imply  all  the  effects  af  a  declared  war  oaf 
the  part  of  the  aiding  powers. 

The  king  of'Pruffia  therefore  otight  not  to  have  taken  of- 
fence at  the  fecret  article  of  the  treaty  of  Petersburg;  tor  the 
two  contracting  parties  would  never  have  had  k  in  their  power 
to  make  ufe  of  it  for  the  recovery  of  Silefia,  as  long  as  the 
king  of  Fruffia  had  had  fo  much  power  over  himfelf  as to'enioy 
the  advantages  fecured  to  him  by  th«  treaty  of  Drefden,  in 
peace  and  quiet;  efpecially  as  in  the  fame  place,  where  tliis 
article  makes  mention  of  the  Pruffian  hoftilities,  thefe  re- 
rna-kable  words  are  added ;  "  In  cajfe  his  majefty  the  king  of 
Pruffia  ihould,  contrary  to  ejcpeaadon*  and  againft  our  com- 
mon  \vifhes,  firft  recede  from  that  peace." 

And  again  the  following  condition,  e*prefled  in  theftrong- 
eft  terms  pcfilble,  4<  That  the  two  contracting  parties  (hould 
*'  do  rheir  utmoft  to  prevent  it."  And  again  thefe  word*, 
44  That  iuch  meafures  Ihonld  only  then,  but  not  before,  take 
,  when  their  peaceable  endeavours  were  fruitrared." 

Was 
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Was  there  ever  taken  more  care  to  avoid  even  a  mere  fha- 
dow  of  offence  ?  And  yet  the  Pruffian  Memorial  in  vindication 
of  the  conduct  of  the  King,  makes  bold  to  interpret  that, 
which  was  intended  to  prevent  any  fufpicion  of  an  offenfive 
alliance,  as  a  formal  plan  of  an  offenfive  convention  tending 
to  difpoffefs  the  king  of  Pruffia  of  Silefia. 

The  electorate  ot  Saxony  has  hitherto  had  the  fame  reafons 
as  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  and  more  too,  to  be  on  its  guard 
with  the  utmoft  caution,  on  account  of  the  dangerous  Pruf- 
fian neighbourhood ;  and,  in  confequence  thereof,  to  long 
for  aid  and  deliverance.  It  was  however  obliged,  on  account 
of  its  fituation  and  inferior  ftrength,  to  keep  fcrupuloufly 
and  with  the  utmoft  care,  within  the  bounds  of  refpecl. 

The  Pruffian  court,  at  prefent,  accufes  the  court  of  Saxo- 
ny, from  its  own  fecret  papers,  of  no  more  than  an  inclina- 
tion and  defign  to  accede  to  the  meafures  of  Auilria  and  Ruf- 
iia,  and  this  only  in  cafe  of  a  Pruffian  rupture.  But  it  ap- 
pears very  plainly  that  the  faft,  /.  e.  the  adlual  accefiion,  did 
not  follow.  Witnefs  all  the  pretended  Justifying  Proofs,  and 
the  Memorial  itfelf,  which  does  not  deny  the  truth  in  this  re- 
fpeft. 

It  is  granted,  that  the  court  of  Berlin  could  not  poffibly 
expect  any  other  refolutions  from  the  court  of  Saxony,  con- 
fidering  the  unneighbourly  manner  and  oppreffions,  both  in 
regard  to  commerce  and  other  provincial  affairs,  Saxony  fuf- 
fered  from  Pruffia  fince  the  late  peace.  It  is  no  wonder, 
when  fuch  a  conduct  has  grieved  the  Saxon  minifters  to  their 
heart,  and  made  them  fpeak  more  freely  to  others  about  it; 
yet  the  court  ought  not  to  be  made  refponfible  for  it,  nor  the 
whole  country  treated  cruelly,  the  effect  of  which  may  be  felt 
for  a  whole  century. 

The  king  of  Pruffia,  who  makes  this  his  motive  for  his 
prefent  unwarrantable  procedures  againft  Saxony,  betrays 
thereby  his  exceffive  pride;  for  he  feems  to  imagine  himfelf 
the  monarch  againft  whom  all  the  powers  make  themfelves 
guilty  of  treafon,  and  the  moft  abominable  confpiracies,  as 
ibon  as  they  entertain  but  a  thought  of  refufmg  the  yoke  of 
Pruffian  fuperiority,  or  prefuming  to  withdraw  themfelves 
from  his  puniming  rod. 

If  a  mere  intention  to  oppofe  unnatural  violences  is  a  fuf- 
ficient  charge  againft  the  electoral  houfe  of  Saxony,  what 
can  the  world  judge  of  fuch  defign s  as  never,  to  this  time, 
tended  to  prevent  violences,  but  to  aft  arbitrarily  againft 

other 
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other  powers,   and  to  opprefs  all  the  neighbours  ?    Such  are 
the  fafts  too  often  committed  by  Pruffia. 

The  electoral  court  of  Saxony  would  not  find  k  t  difficult 
matter  to  expofe  to  the  whole  world  the  falfity  of  the  accu- 
fations,  which  PrufTia  fo  much  endeavours  to  demonftrate 
from  its  pretended  Juftifying  Proofs,  and  to  confront  the  idle 
interpreter  of  them:  for,  indeed,  the  pretences  fo  much 
beaded  of,  cannot,  upon  a  clofcr  comparifon  of  the  circum- 
ftances,  have  any  great  weight  with  the  unprejudiced  reader. 
For  inftance,  what  hoftile  defigns  can  be  gathered  from 
the  two  fentiments  of  the  privy  council  to  his  majefty  the 
king  of  Poland  and  elector  of  Saxony,  annexed,  by  way  of  ex- 
tract, to  the  Pruffian  Memorial,  Numb.  VI.  and  VII.  The 
firil  of  thefe  fenrim^nts  contains  not  a  word  of  their  looking 
upon  the  fourth  fecret  article  of  the  treaty  of  Petersburg,  as 
an  often  five  convention  :  they  only  fay,  that  upon  a  future 
exiftence  of  the  cafe  of  covenant,  all  the  contracting  and  ac- 
ceding parties  were  to  be  regarded  as  belligerant  parties ; 
which,  according  to  the  above  trua  principles,  and  frequent 
examples,  is  not  agsinft  the  nature  of  a  defenfive  alliance. 
The  fecond  fentiment  takes  only  notice  of  what  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  according  to  his  own  way  of  thinking,  might  fay,  and 
how  he  would  take  and  mifapply  the  matter. 

Moft  of  the  other  allegations  are  to  this  purport:  That 
the  electoral  court  of  Saxony  would  direct  its  mcafurrs  ac- 
cording to  future  events,  waiting  hVft  a  Pruflian  attack  and 
fubfequent  diverfion  to  be  made  by  its  allies.  There  is  not 
found  any  trace,  to  difcover  by,  fome  real  concert  refembling 
offenfive  meafures,  that  were  taken  in  conjunction  with  the 
courts  of  Vienna  and  Petersburg,  previous  to  the  Prufiian  in- 
vafion  of  Saxony  ;  though  this  court  is  accufcd  of  fuch  by 
Prufiia.  The  hopes  of  the  Saxon  court  were  fixed  only  on 
future  events,  which  appears  by  the  letter  of  count  Bruhl, 
inferted  in  the  Pruffian  Memorial,  dated  but  afhort  rime  be- 
fore hoflilities  were  commenced,  vix.  the  iHth  of  July.  Hit 
words  are  thefe ;  "  Neither  do  I  defpair,  but  we  may  he  able 
"  to  avail  ourfelves  of  fuch  favourable  events,  as  will,  per- 
"  haps,  occur  hereafter." 

Allegations  of  this  kind  are  quite  oppofite  to  the  pretexts 
of  Pruffia,  and  clearly  prove  that  no  defenfive,  much  lefs  of- 
fenfive  meafures  were  then  concerted  with  the  court  of  Dref- 
den,  though  it  was  then  time  to  enter  upon  them  again!!  the 
approaching  dncmy..  .•- 
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It  likewife  appears,  by  Numb.  XfX.  'that  the  armaments 
ofPruflia  have  begun  to  be  extraordinary  as  early  as  in  the 
year  1754;  which  is  confirmed  by  Numb.  XX.  giving 
an  account  of  the  railing  of  fevcn  new  Prulfian  regi- 
ments. 

The  letters  of  count  Flemming  to  count  Bruht,  Numb. 
XXVII.  and  XXVJII.  contain  fo  many  fenfible  confidera- 
tions  on  the  nature  of  affairs,  as  they  ftood  then,  but  a  fhorf 
time  before  the  Pruffian  invafion,  that  it  is  hard  to  compre- 
hend the  reafons  that  could  induce  the  court  of  Berlin  to 
make  them  public.  The  anfwers  given  by  the  court  of  Vi- 
enna to  the  demands  ofPruflia,  make  part  of  thefe  lettersy 
which  are  in  fubftance,  <l  That  the  court  of  Vienna  had  no 
"  other  view  than  to  keep  peace,  but  was  obliged  to  prepare 
"  againft  all  events."  And  again,  "  That  this  court  had 
•*  no  defign  for  war,  but  would  not  be  wanting  to  prepare 
"  for  its  own  defence;  and  that  it  could  not  enter  upon  any 
4t  farther  declarations  to  its  own  prejudice."  Again,  "  That 
4C  the  king  of  Pruffia  mould  not  be  attacked  at  leaft  this  year^ 
"  provided  he  remained  quiet, "  &c. 

The  reft  of  all  thefe  letters,  and  the  conjectures  concern- 
ing future  events,  are  minifterial  fentiments,  which  do  not 
determine  any  thing,  much  lefs  advance  any  convincing  proof 
of  a  refolution  being  taken,  previous  to  the  Pruffian  invafion, 
to  change  the  defenfive  treaty  with  Ruffia  into  an  offenfive 
alliance,  which,  according  to  the  above  principles,  the  par^ 
ties  would  have.been  fully  authorized  to  do. 

It  is  but  the  fancy  of  Pruffia,  that  bare  letters  and  the  fen- 
timents of  a  foreign  minifter  can  be  taken  for  proofs,  in  op- 
poMtion  to  the  plaineft  declarations  given  by  the  court  itfelf, 
where  fuch  a  minifter  refitles. 

But  the  court  of  Vienna  did  not  find  proper  to  make  a  new 
declaration  in  compliance  with  the  Pruffian  dictates,  after  a 
fufficient  anfwer  was  given  already  to  the  firft  demand.  The 
reafon  was  this:  the  truce  propofed  for  two  years  fuppofcd 
an  actual  war  and  real  offenfive  circumftances,  or  offenfive 
meafures  agreed  upon  by  the  twoEmprefTes,  which  this  court 
could  not,  againft  truth,  and  the  aflurances  already  given,  al- 
low to  be  the  cafe  5  and  becaufe  the  obligations  by  the  peace 
of  Drefden  would,  in  confequence  of  fuch  a  declaration,  have 
been  void. 

As  for  the  court  of  Vienna  in  particular,  the  Pruffians 
might  have  {pared  tfaemfelves  the  trouble  of  ftretching  forth 

their 
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their  hang's  to  unlawful  means,  and  the  violent  breaking 
open  of  tiic  royal  cabinet  in  a  neutral  country  ai.d  co-eftate 
of  the  ]'. .i^j.irc.  ThL  court  never  had  a  miml  to  dem 
diftruit  in  regard  to  the  king  or'  Pruffia,  or  to  difgulfe  its  de- 
figns-  by  giving  a  dole  attention  to  the  continual  armaments 
and  unwarrantable  violences  committed  on  all  fides :  nor 
could 'this' .court  be  frightened  by  a  Pruffian  aggr*ffion,  ordc- 
tu-uJ  ;:viu  its  deUnfive  niealurcs  by  any  threats  and  arti- 
fices. There  have  bean  -tuttn,  fince  the  )ato  breach,  the 
luoft  cflcc'tttal  mcafurtj,  in  orckr  to  make  the  autlu.-r  of  the 
prefent  troubles  lepent  of  lri;>  open  irjuftice,  violences,  and 
rafh  perfidy.  v 

Thefc  general  anfwers  to  thePruflian  pieces  are  thought 
fufficient;  there  being  nothing  found  therein  bur  ?.  heap  of 
ufelefs  and  odious  repetitions  of  the  fame  figment.  Tlie  far- 
fetched accufations  about  things  not  belonging  to  the  fubject, 
cannot  be  called  real  charges,  but  Pruffian  calumnies.  The 
fubtleties  of  arguing,  and  other  fcholaftic  fluff  about  the  dif- 
ference between  offenfive  and  defenfive  wars,  are  not  worth  a 
reply,  as  long  as  the  aggrefibr  cannot  make  good  by  convinc- 
ing proofs,  but  only  by  idle  affertions  and  tales  fo  often  con- 
tradided,  his  falfe  fuppofition,  "  That  Auftria  made  the  firft 
preparations  for  war,  and  agreed  with  Ruflia  and  Saxony  up- 
on  offenfive  meafures." 

But  fince  a  proof,  fo  contrary  to  manifeft  truth,  cannot  pof- 
fibly  be  expected,  it  alfo  mult  hot  be  expected  on  our  part, 
that  we  fhould  enter  upon  the  particulars  of  the  late  Pruflian 
impreffions  intended  t<?  confute  the  reply  of  the  court  of 
Vienna  to  the  Prulfian  declaration,  and  to  claim  the  guarantee 
of  the  Empire  for  its  diiturber.  The  public  cannot  hare  been 
much  edified  by  the  regard  due  to  crowned  heads-  which  they 
boaft  of,  nor  difcovered  any  thing  very  material  that  could  be  - 
deemed  a  pattern,  (except  for  affronting) :  her  majefty  the 
Emprefs-queen  can  be  very  eafy  in  regard  to  her  co-eftates, 
there  being  no  reafon  of  their  odium  towards  her  for  any  vio- 
lences, or  dangerous  defigns  againlt  their  liberties  and  ancient 
rights. 

As  for  Mr.  Weingarten  the  younger,  it  is  enough  to  ac- 
quaint here  the  public  with  one  particular  circumftance, 
which,  as  for  truth,  may  be  depended  upon,  He  has,  for 
near  two  years,  had  a  Pruffian  penfion,  which  was  paid  to 
him  by  the  fieur  Eichel,  privy  counfellor  to  the  king ;  and 
the  king  himfelf  has  twice  entered  upon  fomc  difcourfe  with 

him. 
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him.  From  this  the  impartial  public  will  judge  what  ought 
to  be  thought  of  the  Pruffian  Excufe  and  Cabinet-order  con- 
ceived in  uncommonly  polite  terms ;  and  whether  it  is  not 
probable  that  this  gentleman  is  (till  fecreted  fomewhere  by  the 
king  of  Pruffia.  His  perfon  and  family  have  often  been  de- 
manded, but  without  effedt. 

Finally,  it  appears  very  plain,  that  no  tranquillity  for  Eu- 
rope, nor  any  fecurity  for  the  Empire,  or  its  flates,  of  what  re- 
ligion foever,  is  to  be  hoped  for,  as  long  as  the  king  of  Pruf- 
fia can,  with  fuccefs,  commit  violences  after  violences,  deftroy 
whole  provinces,  and  break  through  the  moil  folemn  treaties 
of  peace,  at  his  pleafure. 
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